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INIM our local columns todayto day appears

a statement of interesting facts in
relation to the development of utah
during the last twenty yearbyears soBO far

as the growth of population and po-

litical geographic changes are

concerned it Is taken from the
9 1 compendium of the tenth census
of 1880 and is consequently as near
correct as statistics of that character
generally are

nearly every antlanti mormon
speaker who treats upon his favorite
and threadbarethread bare theme strikes an
attitude and assumes fta lookloot of stale
consternation when be reaches that
pointonpointfoint ot his harangue which treats
upon the fact of the latter day
saints having climbed over
the borders of utah into
neighboring states and territories
and aro there a growing power this
manufactured fright at the presence
of the objects of SOBO much IIIill feeling
and green eyed sentiment in the
country sunbunsurroundingrounding utah has an
exceedingly ludicrous aspect when
the events of a few years agoazo are
considered

who placed the cormonsmormonsMormons in
the country contiguous to utah to
begin with when with their
ccharacteristic industry and enter-
prise they settled the surrounding
district over the border it formed
an integral part of utah there
appeared to be such an anneoanleo
tion in nevada wyoming
and idaho for the mor
mons and the lands they in
habited that considerable alices
pfaf utah including their settlers
were taken into the bursumstute anddl weiwex
xiri named and none can deny
without falsification that they have
been among the mostmoat active andend
efficient developers of the common-
wealths which took them in and as
such are deserving of esteem con-
sideration and somebome gratitude

the wholesale division of utah
into soBO many parcels and hundinghanding a
proportionate piece to each of the
states or territories on her border
haalas been frequently advocated asaa a
proper method of solving what Is
generally termed the mormon
questiontion although we contend there
Is no such question in aexistence
only so far as it is manufactured by
the enemies of the territory the
effects of the partial dismemberment
of utah habhas exploded this theory
if the discontented distortersdist of the
situation are not satisfied with that
modus operandi in part its applica-
tion asaa a whole would give them
still more severe attacks of the anti
cMmormonormononmon gripes a complaint that
is becoming most monotonously
common

WILYwaly THEY DO SOTNOT

new york herald propounds
a reasonable question to what itaW is
pleased to term the orthodox
churches it asksaska why their hordes

of missionaries do not follow the
mormon preachers in their mean

undsud oppose their operations
we are prepared to tell the

reason why the task Isia moremore
arduous than the contem-

plates sheiawhen a sectarian emissary
undertakes the task of dogging the
footsteps of a mormon missionary
he contracts to get up tolerably
ganlykarly in the morning and to get
about in a manner much moremonemorenomoreaoae
alive than accords with hiahib usual
custom but it would doubtless do
him good itif he could holdhoid out suf-
ficiently longiong to gain somesome experi-
ence by the energetic example of
the object of hishib animosity and pur-
suit

and when it should come to com-
paring notes on the basis of the
biebibleble what a disadvantage the poor
man would laborisbon under thetho butbest
nenmen amongrong the sectary

an religionists have not
the ghost of a chance in a theologi-
cal polemic encounter with a well
informed mormon l elder this
has been demonstrated times with-
out number and bashas made the
clergymen exceedingly shy of that
kindind of discussion A few years
ago in birkenhead england a
church of england missionary
named mr cowley challenged a
man to debate who had only been
in the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints a few weeks the
discussion took placepince in the pre-
sence of a large audience the chal-
lenger waswaa so badly beaten that hibbib
own friends were disgusted and he
shortly afterwards was dismissed
from hishla postpoat the elder who
represented the It mormon side is
now a resident of this city this Is
only one among inumerable instan-
ces of the same class and the clergy-
men exclaim is oi31 69 argument
is of no use in fighting mormon-
ism 31 for the reason that they have
comparatively none to offer in its
absence there is a general resort to
vituperation and abuse

we would not object to the ortho-
dox churches sending out their
hordes of missionaries to circumvent
the effeffortsorts of the mormon eiderselders i

they would make excellent adver
tizersandin that capacity might
make themselves tolerably useful
in that rolerome they would excel the
ordinary man who gets a shilling
a day and board for walking
around sandwiched between a
couple of posters they would help
to getgot congregations for the breth-
ren and markedly increase their
opportunities for delivering their
message but we aroare afraid the
suggestion of conrour mammoth and en-
terprisingter newnow york contemporary
will not be carried out

RELIGIOUS POLYGAMY

UNDER the above heading the new
york independentsindependent a leadinglanding religi-
ous

religi-
ons weekly attempts to prove that
Itmormon plural marriamarniamarriageage may be
rightly and constitutionally sup-
pressed

an p
bylawby law of course the in-

dependent calls to its support the
decision of the supreme court of
thehe maffedunited states in the reynolds i

case from which it quotes largely I1

miduld deduces the following

althethe fact that one religiously be-
lieves in euchbuch marriage lais no off ense
against the lawJAW if he stops with his
belief but itif heha proceeds to put
hiahla belief into practice then he
comescommes in contact with the lawjaw and
the law comes in contact with him
as an offender if he saysbays that bhea
laIs right on this subject and that the
lawjaw is wrong and hence that the
law should give place to higbig opinion
as to what is right or wrong then he
makes an assumption of himself
which if admitted would be the
destruction of civil government itif
he claims that the practice results
from his religion and is13 necessary to
carry out the principles of that reli-
gion then he assigns a reason for
the practice of which the lawlaws in
dealing with him can never take
any notice I1

this Isia merely putting in other
Wwords the absurd opinion framed torlor
the supreme court by attorney
general devens that the protection
afforded to relfreligionkiongIon by the consti-
tution only extends to belief and
does not include the practice of reli
gion and this is to baysay in effect8 ffact
that the guaranty of religious free
dom given in the first amend-
ment to the constitution means
nothing at all for the liberty of
mere belief cannot be destroyed it
requires no law to protect it the
mind cannot be controlled by par
liailaamentalismentsli mentaments or congressesCongreases people will
believe what commends itself to
their understanding and no legisla-
tion can prevent them

religion concohconsistselsts of something
more than belief it is nothing
without practice scanan lestatestaestablish-
ment

blish
of religion Isia the eheart of ac-

tion unless something is done
thare will be no such thing as an
establishment of religion and it is
this very thing that congress is pro-
hibited from interfering with by
the consti that body
is by the same article forbidden to
interfere with the free exercise of
religion does not this include the
practice of religion as well as the be-
lief in it

what would the independents
belief in baptism and the lords sup-
per amount to if itsita editors and
readers where prevented by law from
being baptized or partaking of the

sacrament what protection would
be offered the jews in their loubloua
rite of circumcision if they were
only allowed to believe in but not
to practise il congress has just as03
much right under the constitution
to paspasaa a law prohibiting the jewish
practicepratt cc of circumcision asaa the mor-
mon tico of marriage andand
when it starts jnin on this line of de-
parture it may pass laws forbidding
baptism or any other religious rite
because in the language of devens

1 adopted by the supreme court and
endorsed by the independent

laws are made for thetho govern-
ment of actionactions8 and while they
cannot interfere with meremore religious
belief and opinions they may with
practices

under suehbuch a ruling where Isia the
limit to governmental interference
with any establishment of religi-
on or the treofreo exercise thereofthe
it makes the guaranty of the con
rituit ution a complete nullity it
leaves no religious liberty but that
which all people have of necessity
namely thetha freedom to believe
what seems right to them it is
the liberty of religious action which
needs to be preserved and protect ed
and it was for this that the amend
ment to the constitution was passed
or its framing and adoption were a
farcefalce

butbat thetha question will be asedasad
has not the tawlawlawmakingbakingmaking department
the right to legislate against crimes
committed inhi the name or under the
pretext or plea of religion we an-
swer unhesitatingly it has but
the mistake Is in classing the marri-
age

zarri
system of the latter day balentssaints

with essential crimes for in-
stance the supreme court of the
united states in the decisiondes ision rore
berred tojtosto saidsald

suppose one believed that hu-
man sacrifices were a necessary part
of religious worship would it be
seriously contended that the civil
government under which we lived
could not interfere to prevent the
sacrifice or if a wife religiously
believed it was her duty to burn
herleif upon the funeral pile of her
dead husband would it be beyond
the powenpower of the civil government
to prevent her from carrying her
belief into practice so here asaaba
I1jawaw ftorforor ththea organization of society
underdr theth exclusive domindamindominionfonfou of thethoth
united slates it is proviprovidedliedcled thatteiiel
pluralai mattlage ahall not be al-
lowed

I1

thibthis is thathe kindbind of logic by which I1

the conclusion of that august tri-
bunalbunalbunai was reached laws may bobe
passedpas ed to protect the destructiondastruction olof
life therefore they may be enacted
against the increase of life the
rights of life libertilbertlibertyyandand the pursuit
of happiness are inherent natur-
al inalienable any interfer-
ence with those rights or
either of them should be made
punishable bylawby jaw even if attempted
under the name of religion laws
in a republic are made for the pro
lection of the citizens in the free ex-
orcise of their natural rights not to
oppress them nor prevent their legit-
imate pursuit of happiness when it
does not infringe upon the rights of
others if mormon marriage con-
tained any element of force cr de

of liberty or property any
disruption otof society or breach of
public orderorders ttit might come within
uhethe jurisdiction of secular lawjaw but
under the american system of gov-
ernment it cannot be rightly inter-
fered with by congress and the
supreme court of the united states
has railedfailed to show aherin it has
any analogy with the crimes cited
as reasons torfor its suppression and
however decisive ane ruling of that
court may be in law itsUs
are not in accordance with sound
reason but fill the mind with won-
der at their lack of logic and of that
clearness of judgment that might
be expected of so high a judicial
body

the independent says it has ginono
idea of proscribing any man for hibbib
religious belief 21 how very mag-
nanimousnanimonsmouei we may have just as
much dead faith as we please but
no such faith asaa is shown by works
if those works do not suit the inde-
pendent we may think what we
choose so long as wowe do nothing
more than think this is very
liberal indeed and we ought to feel
under groatgreat obligations to the new
yorkyonk reggreligious organ thank you
for nothing mrI1 rJnindependentdependent but
how does that paper reconcile this
avowal with its endorsement of the
latest proposition against the peo-
ple of utah the present cry for
the legislative commission involv-
ing the disfranchisement of the
mono gamio mormonscormonsMormons 11 tois neither
more nor lesslebs than a crusade against

religiousreligions beliefbailet and the indepen-
dent has declared that it has been
nilrill along its opinion that this toIs thothe
only feasible plan of destroying
Mormonism19 y

the truth is the independent
like all the other truly pious
sectarian journals and preachers
cannot cope with the truths
of mormonism by fair and scrip-
tural means and therefore desires
the political destruction of its ad-
herents as a method of putting down
their creed we are sorry that the
independent and its contreresconfrerescon freres
should bobe soBO cruelly disappointed
but wowe absureassure them that as true as
there is a god in israel mormon-
ism will be alive and a power in
the earth long after those who have
fought against it have gene to their
graves and their accounts

COYNER AGAIN AFTER COIN

A CIRCULAR signed by BR 0 me
nelceneice and J M coyner is being dis-
tributedtributed throughout the country
addressed to the superintendents of
sabbath schools comanswomans mission-
ary societies etc containing an ap-
peal in behalf of the bait lake col-
legiate institute that is J M coy-
ner of coursecoarse the call Isia fortor money
in any address to ehetheth a country from
ubeibe personapera oulaouia whose names are given
above you may be eureeune that like the
wallswails of poverty Piercplene ethe whining
of TBT B hilton and the terrible
taleswes of the pispia tolio evangelistsevangelista ly
ford and mcmillan the nub of the
thing isia a request forcashfor cash also
that the chief point used to punch
up the benevolent and prick the
pursesparses of the pious is the need otof
something radical and immediate
against the mormonscormonsMor mons

the professional beggars who are
now foraging for eastern dollars an-
nounced that utah is destined to
be a very important factor in the
problemproblemssotof our count rys history
bo far that Is true but they go on
to say that there is an ir-
reconcilable conflict between the

mormon hierarchy and chchris-
tian

ris
republicanism J and that

is untrue with other things
that are asserted about 1 I mormon
ism which they bitterly but not
originally denominate liaa moral can-
cer J baysay farther

96 the remedies now used for its
removal aresie moral but if these are
not effective the conconflictfilet will become
material for mormonism and chris
tian republics cannot remain long
together one or the other must go
to thathe wallwali

the meaning otof this laIs plainfilin pres
and other modern sec-

tarian iamslame cannot copacope with mor-
monism by moral meansmeane therefore
material borceaforces will have to be usedyet with great inconsistency money
is asked forto continue a movement
which is tacitly acknowledged to be
a failure but consistency need not
be looked for in that quarter it is
money that is the chief object and
to gain that consistency need not be
carefully studied soBO long as the
public mind can be clouded withnithmith
visions of the possible triumph of
the great 19 christian bugaboo

16 mormonism

the sum asked is only eight thou-
sand dollars a meremore trifle consider-
ing the work to be done and
this is expected to be wheedled
out of the sunday school child-
ren womanscomans missionary societiessocieBocie ties
and the softheartedsoft hearted public general-
ly this Isia the kind of work in
which the delectable pierce ddelight-
ed mostmoat and in which hohe was a
great success gathering in the
childrens dimes and adults dollars
with a smile that was as oily as the
bland and pious smirk with which
he has been borrowing money by
wholesale since he went out of the
begging business he was always a
fraud and now hishla exposure has come
has not changed but Is only under-
stood the time of the other frauds
who are obtaining money from
young and old on the false pretencespretenses
put forth in the cerocircularcularoularularlan to which
we have alluded willwil1 surely come
and their true character will be
known let those who are foolish
enough to believe the falsehoods of
these subscription
giveaway their means if they please
we warn the wise that these anti

mormon appeals mean simply
coin for the coyner

THE PIERCE bankruptcy
WE have been slow to condemn the
bevrev 0 M pierce and have coun-
seled his friends to extend a charit
blebie sentiment mowardtoward him ouroui

position has occasioned some sur-
prise in view of the flood of dabag
ing facts thathy been gradually
overwhelming him buubau we con-
sidered it nothing bat fair that the
gentleman should have a chance to
explain the methods by chiehwhich heha
reached his unenviable position we
hoped the explanation would come
and that it would be shown that the
financial he nindafinds
himself was the result of circum-
stance over which he had no con
troarol

we have waited lain vain the on
ly shadow of an explanation that
we know of Is that he paid enormous
interest on the sums borrowed from
his scores of dupesdupea this excuse la-
wone than none it is grimly ab
surd especially to those who claim
hebe haahas defrauded them it is im
possible that this could have beembeen
the cause of his failurefallare and compar-
atively enormous deficit and if itite
was it was inhi the nature of some
thing he could have controlled by
refraining from it

we have no epithets nor benun
elation to hurl at the head of therevkevrev mr pierce his actions stamp
upon hlahib soul all the
condemnation that laIs needful
when a man makes scoresscones of
fiufinfinancialandaiandal victims who doubtlessdoubt lesa
became his dupes because of their i

belief in his piety it is bad enough
but when the sufferers include
wuenwomen andd chchichugrendr eu somsomee of them
eyeneiren saidbald to bobe widows and orphans
to what greater depths of villainy
can a human being descend here
isia a pretentious shepherd of a religi-
ous fleek against whom the cry of
the helpless ascends to heaven
epitheticEpithetle denunciation directed at
such a miserable object is effort ex

to no purpose the point of
the aim tois too detestable to be worth
the endeavor the actions otof such i

insignificant souls stand as an eter-
nal anathema upon them in deep
set letters that can only be dimmed
by the most contrite repentance to
which we now call this pretended
representative of the savior of the
world

we would dispose ourselves were
we to descend to the level cf the
class of which mr pierce is a lead-
ing representative when they speak
of mormonism and the mor
mons 11 his contemptible and de-
basing conduct has nothing to do
with Methodmethodismismiam the religion of
alaawelewelenaax ikelielaevewaswah esteemed as a leading
light in thisthibthia locality attenuatedas we esteem that system to be we
would feel of ourselves to
pretend to lay his conduct at its
dootdooz NOko mattermalter bowhow deficient inmux

the power of godliness that religion
Is mr piercesPier cers course is repugnant
to its precepts his business churbecourbe
was a living libel upon a religion
that does with all its ffaults incul-
cate the theory of honesty and
we presume that methodism has noBO
further use for a man placing him
self in the pogipositiontion that mr pierce
hashats

the subjectt of this article has
been guilty of palming oftoff the most
infamous slanders and falsehoods
upon the cormonsmormonsMor monsmona 33 he has made
a business of it his object was
similar to that which inspired him
to scoop in money from everybody
that would lendland him from 25 cents
up to thousands of dollars he WAS
after the god he adored mam
mon behavewe have taken occasion to
point this out occasion aly we
navehave named others who are of the
same piece of cloth they are hun-
gry for pelf and exhibit it in all
their outcries against the mormon
mons 21 they make it the objective
pointonpoint of every antlanti disdia
course

on one occasion dr fisher whom
we have always believed to be one
of the oiliest hypocriteshypohy nitea that ever wore
the garb of bigoted sectarianism once
protested to us because we pointed
out his double faced course he alsoaiso
alluded to our having mentionedmr pierce after the same fashion
he extolled the latter as a model
christian while we have always
held that he was simply a model
priestly specimen of an antlanti monmorimor
mon time has proved how panchnanchdr fishersI estimate accorded withthe true status ofoffiahighis sample seobeosectaryse tarlotarian
itItisis currently reported by thosewho claim to know that the revbevmr piercefierce is merely the headcentre of this financial scandalwhile others are badly tainted withthe offensive odor it emits it is a

notable fact too that each
individual against whom the dam
ageing charges are preferpreferred lare conoon

for their rabid and sensebensesenselesslessleab
opposition to everything and every-
body bearing the impress of monimonmor-
monism 11 butaut this is nothing newnog


