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inorimore warlikewar like tribes to vacate
partog the country and move
outa therebore are still remnants of their

kitchen utensilsuteneile IJ left in their old
dwellings as well as corn bobe and
other suggestive of the Moquisa
peculiar mode of livingjiving

after traveling up the escalante
ere about five miles we come to the
place where the main creek laIs formed
by the junction of north creek and
birch creek near a point locally desig-
nated as the upper end of lower po-

tato valley we continue along birch
reekareek which isia the left band fork as we

go0 up and after traveling seven miles
derther we reach mitchellshelPs ranch and
saw mill where our friends provide
dinner for us continuing the jour-
ney up the creek and paepassingsida a soli
tary formfarm house we soon reachbeai h the
foot of the escalante mountain which
we begin to climb through a forest of
stately pinespi nee the ascent gets steeper

and steeper and finally in order to
reach the summit of what is called the

addle II11I I we wind backward and for
over a succession of duwayn

along thehe mountain side and finally
jereb the top from which a8 most mag-

nificentent view isie hadbad of the country
lying bouab and east of amsu this con-

ito of almost numberless mountain
rid a bills and surnsummitsmits covered

with pinion pines and
ildariedan not an acre of level land is in
eighty except the escalante or potato
valeyrattey desert which ii seen in the di-

rection of the colorado river by
plo through a little opening be-

tween two of the lower ridges
0eeesee somethingeomething green which my

companion told me was a part
afa field near escalantecalanteEa twenty
miep distant in a southeasterly direc-
tion flom our point of observation our
brefaretalftulftfareaU who first pioneered thisthi14 coun

y rely deserve credit for even un-

dertakingdeltader aingtaking aann exploring trip through it
to ay nothing of loclocatingaCing a settlement

abathere
Ijo kingoking eastward the henry moun

baini on the west side and the blue
mountains on the emide of the col
ebado river raise their lofty peaks far
above the intervening ridges and
southward beyond the same river the

mountains are plainly visible
confining our vision within a smal-
ler radius we look down into a
leep abyss and over the tops of talltail

pinespineflandand perpendicular ledges covered
with spruce and lower down with pin-

ion pines and cedars
the escalanteEecalante mountain forms a

fart of the rrimm 0of the basin the
on its southeastern slope falling

laeto thehe colorado and those on the
northwest into the east fork of the se
va the snowfall here in the winter
fcfa verytay heavy and for four or five

together it isia impossible for
wagons to pass over at such times

calante inia outcut off from all communi-
cation with the rest of the world save
byanby an occasional mail which reaches
we place by WILYway of cannonvilleCAnncannononvilleville and

brought on horseback generally
aducontinuingtint ing the journey from the

ulof the saddle we immediately
i conMecommencenoe the descent to sw et water
a smallmail tributary of the east forhandForkand
attheat the mouth of sweetwater canyon
whetswhere the road forks the left hand one
loadingleading to panguitch we turn to the
right through the valley and after
crossing horsehone creek where there are

a number of ranches and tamfarm houses
beeachwe reacheach the wilcox ranch atsat a point
where the east fork entersentenaa hilly
and mountainous country which
separates the east fork plateau fromgrass valley this place lais about six-
teen miles from the top of the esca-
lante mountain

proceeding to pass through the hills
after dark we at length reached a ranch
on centre creek where we hadbad expect-
ed to find friends who would keep us
overnightover night but we found the ranch
vacated although the doors and win
dows were left wide open and the
cooking stove in the little log cabin
was yet warm waiting in vain for
the return of the occupants my com-
panion told me that hebe remembered
another ranch house lying across a
creek and a mountain ridge a milemi ie off
setting out on foot in the dark to find
the same I1 was at length rewarded for
my efforts by the discovery of a lightalight
in the direction of which I1 now wend
ed my way and soon reached another
log cabin which was strongly
guarded by a hordeborde of dogs who
at once disputed my right of
way the largest once without
further ceremony proceeded to try
the stretching qualities of my coat tail
the fracas that followed between the
canines and myself brought the in-

mates of the ranch consisting of sister
wilcox their daughter and two daugh
tore in law to the front the men folks
all beingbeling away to a distant ranch and
the situation for a few moments became
more embarrassing than ever As
good luck would have it sister wilcox
who had attended conference at pan
duitch recognized my voice and made
me welcome and returning after my
companion we put up for the night
the next day I1 continued my journey
to the marion ward where I1 held a
meeting with the saints in the after
noon after which I1 gathered historical
information concernconcerningng that part of
the country

the marion ward embraces the south
end of grassgrams valley and the ranches
located at different points in the east
fork and its tributariestributa ries asaa far south as
sweet water the headquarters of
the ward are at the village of marion
thus named in honor of apostle fran-
cis marion lyman it is pleasantly
located in the south end of alovcloverpr
flat near the point where coy
creek empties into the east pforkrE

and about four miles southeast of whorewhere
the latter stream enters a canyon on its
way to junction on the main fork of
the sevier below only about a dozen
of the thirty three families of which
the ward consists reside in the village
while the remainder live in a scattered
conditioncon d on ranches for a distance of
aboutabo thirty five miles culbert king
presides over the ward with isaac rid-
dle

rid-
die and henry mcculloughCulloughMo as coun-
selors volney king is the ward clerk
and deserves special mention for keep-
ing the ward records toin good shape a
duty that is sadly neglected in a great
many places

in the morning of wednesday june
in company with brother henry

J mcculloughMcCullou gb I1 started far koo
sharem in upper grass VabailleyVallIlleyley on
our road we passed the fatal spot
where three friendly navajo in-
dians early in 1874 were killed by
some non mormon ranchmanranchmenranch men a cir-
cumstancecumstance which came near bringing

aboutaboul a war with the Navajoeejoes and
had it not been for the brave venture of
the late jacob hamblin and others
who risked their lives by going into
the heart of the country to
make satisfactory explanations to the
indiansindiana mostmoat likely the settlements on
the upper sevier would have witnessed
a second evacuation but brother ham
blin succeeded1 pacifyingin the savages
and induced them to send a delegation
to the sevier country to examine the
same and learn the facts connected
with the uncalled for murder of their
friends this delegation was soon
convinced that the cormonsmormonsMorIMormons had
hadbad no hand in the killing and thus
the friendly relationship between the
saints and the Nava joes was pre-
served and has been continued up to
the present time

about twenty miles above the
village of clarion we come to a place
on otter creek locally known as the

narrows here we found a very
substantial dam constructed by some
of our brethren a few years ago at a
cost of about 2000 with a view to re
ser eiring the water of otter creek for
irrigating purposessep the facilities for
a nourishing settlement a few miles
below were very good and the reser-
voir site being one of the best in the
mountains our brethren were delighted
with the prospects before them when
two or three 00 ranch
men living some distance below made
objections tolo the reservoir being built
not because it would interfaceinterfeiefate with
their rights in the least degree but
aiom pure malicious and wicked
motives so far as I1 could learn and
entered suit a ainah the brethren in the
second district court where the no
gorious mormoncormons hater ex judge
boreman found an opportun-
ity of venting his spleen against
our people by rendering what
is considered by both cormonsmormonsMorIMor mons and

in this locality an
unjust decision the brethren were
compelled to abandon their claims and
improveimprovementsimprovementmen is

above the Narrow swe entered up-
per grass valley and soon reached box
creek where about a dozen fafamilmilleo
organized into a branch of the church
with wm vest as president reside
three miles further we reach the de-
funct town of greenwich where
bishop edward A bagley the newly
appointed bishop of grassgrams valley
ward resides with his family alone
A short distance west near thehe base of
the mountains is the grass valley
indian farm which was located by the
late albert K thurber in 1873
for the benefit of the indians
in this part of the country but
at present there are only a few
indians there three miles southeast
ofef the bishops place we reach koos
harem an indian name for a species
of wild clover the largest settlement
in grassgram valley here I1 held a meet-
ing with the saints in the evening and
had a good time

the next day thursday I1 gathered
historical information about koos
harem and towards evening the
bishop took me to burrvilleBurr ville a distance
of four miles in just twenty five
minutes here I1 was introduced to
bishop joseph L whitehead and held
a meeting with the people in the even-
ing

grass valley ward embraces aall11 hatbat


