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city in the country the young man laIs
worse than the heathen who hasham at
least some form of religion the
church claims to be distanced in the
race and isin in danger of becoming
smothered it needs no prophet to
foretell that the near future will reveal
american institutions struggling for
existence under overwhelming disad-
vantages AN OLD RESIDENT

THE UTE INDIAN TRIBES

the scheme of capitalists to obtain
control of all mineral lands in the ute
indian reservations in colorado and
utah has called forth the following pro-
test which in being circulated and
will be presented to the governor and
forwarded to the secretary of the in-
terior
hon john W noble secretary of the

interior
we beg respectfully to draw your at-

tention to a deal now pending and await-
ing your sanction between the indinoindiana of
the utah and uncompahgre reservations
on the one hand and certain capitalists on
the other also to the certain results of
the consummation of the same

it is in the character of a lease of all the
mineral lands of these reservations
covering an area of square miles
and for the period of ten years

this lease has already boonbeen signed on
the part otof the indiana by their chiefs
but your petitionerspetitioners are confident with-
out sufficient consideration or knowledge
of the results of their action thinking
OVYonly of their own immediate profits of a
rroyalty of 1 a ton on all ore exported
from the reservation

we would draw your attention to the
fact that the indians by the terms of this
lease since the land is almost all miner-
alized to some extent practically give
up all title to the land for a period of tenlen
years

also to the fact that this syndicate can
and undoubtedly will subleasesub lease any or
all parts of the reservation to other par-
ties thus to all intents settling the reser-
vation with white men to the exclusion
of the indiansyour petitionerspetitioners would remind you of
the present policy of the federal govern-
ment by which the indians on reserva-
tions are encouraged to hold their landslanda
in severaltyseverally and that should you approve
of the said lease there is little or no
chance for their doing so

and further we have reason to believe
that if it is the policy of the government
to throw open thesechose lands to settlement
by the citizens of the commonwealth
the indians can be induced to take their
lands in severaltyseverally in a much shorter
period of time than ten years and thus
should this lease be approved other
citizens are deprived of the privilege of
settling on these lands for the balance of
the said ten years

in view of the above and in order to
bestbeat the interests of the indians
your petitionerspetitioners pray you will not ap-
prove the abovementionedabove mentioned lease

IV Isie stated the signatures of the
indians to the proposed lease were
secured with the knowledge and
approval of the interior depart-
ment and that the protest will
not avail be that as it waymay the
subject tois one that needs thorough ven-
tilationti it is plain that if the mineral
land in the extensive tract of country
now reserved for occupation by indians
be operated many thousands of white
men will gain access to the reservations
under conditions that will be injurious
to the native tribes and will result lain

almost total disregard by the govern-
ment of the treaty stipulations entered
into with the ute tribes this prospec-
tive injusticeinjustice to the aborigines should
call forth such a general protest that
the interior department will review
any hasty action that may have been
taken and refrain from a further vio-
lation of tieits indian treaties

THE COLORADO UTES
INCIDENTS CONNECTED WITH THEIR

TO UTAH

while a considerable tract of land I1ID
western colorado isid nominally underunder
treaty arrangement part of the reserva-
tions for ute indians yet only a section
in the southwestern part of the state is
actually included this condition
was reached at the close of the
colorado ute indian war in 1880
previous to that time there were three
large reservations the uncompahgre
occupied by the uncompahgre white
river and yampa utes with captain
meeker as agent the southern ute
occupied by the nuchie

and capote UteU tee with colonel
page as agent and the uintah for
the uintah utes in utah colonel ER
B critchlowCrit agent

when the colorado war broke out the
white river and yampa utes were
chiefly engaged and at its close were
forced westward into utah while the

were brought there
supposedly in accordance with the
treaty they had signed

col henry page chief clerk of the
utah commission was the govern-
ment agent for the southern colorado
utes in 1880 and in 1881 became one
of the government ute indian com-
mission in thesetheme positions he was
familiar with the events of those
timed today he wab asked to relaterelateinin
a general warhis experiences and con
lection with indian matters iu
colorado and utah and said

wellawell to state it plainly the most
trying time of my life not excepting
the during the indian troubles
in colorado

the particular occasion I1 refer to jjr

continuedconti tied the colonel was just after
the massacre of agent meeker at the
uncompahgre ute reservation poor
meeker and the men with him were
killed and hisbis wife and daughter and
mrs pricesprice wife of one of the men
taken prisoners and horribly treated
in sixty hours after that massacre and
the fight with major thornburgh a
lot of young braves worewere down from
there to the southern utoute reservation
trying to incite chief ignacio and his
braves to go on the wrwar path ignacio
hadbad a thousand indians there about
two hundred of whom were warriors
all of them well armed

1silI had learned of meekersMeekers death
and with the indians excited as they
were expected that everything was
up I1 determined however to do
my best while a ray of hope remained
torfor I1 had never yet deserted my post
of duty there were four men with
me at the agency these I1 ordered to
the settlements to warn the people and
told them to remain away from the
reservation until I1 eesentt for them to
return they left as I1 directed and
in the night I1 rode twenty miles to
animas the nearest town to inform
the inhabitants that the indians might
toebe on them at any time and to advise
them to provide against the danger I1

procured a breish horse and returnreturnedoti tuto
the agency by daylight next morningmor ninar

The reI found things in a pretty
awkward fix the indiansindiana were ready
for fight and I1 concluded that my time
had come there hadbad been a council
of the indiana and for three days andnights a war dance was carried on I1got ignacio and the leading men otof
the tribe and I1 can assure you there
was a good deal of talking my beater
fortsforte were put forth to dissuade therathem
from engaging in the war I1 told
them ahat intheyif they remained at home
in peace they should not be disturbed
nor a their squawssquads and papoosesosesosee
but itif they fought they would be sure
to be beaten torfor the great father hadmany men and a lot of indian men as
well as their women and children
would be killed and their lands tiebe
taken I1 also told them that they
might kill me as I1 waswaa only one
against them but a good many would
come to my funeral and the indiana
would not be greatly pleased with the
visitors

when I1 had got through talking I1was asked if I1 was going to bring any
troops to the reservation now I1knew that the reason the indiansindiana gave
for killing meeker was that he had
brought in soldiers the nearest body
of troops to me at that time was fittififty
miles distantalsbant at pagosa springs antiand
there were only fifty of them theychey
would have had to come through anarrow canyon in which ten indiana
could have easily blocked the way goao
I1 decided that the best thing I1 could
do was to try and out itwas my only chance for peace with

tribes or for my own life
1I told the indians that I1 would notbring any soldiers among them but itthey would stand byabonyme I1 woulwouldai stand

by them I1 was then considerably
surprised at the course they took they
promised to do as I1 had advised themtheinteyin fact they agreed to everything atag
that time I1 was imbued wittwith the idea
that is far too general now and thathas caused so much trouble between
the whites and savagessav agea I1 thought
ahat the indiansindiana were about the
meanest and motmo t treacherous
on tilethe face 01ol the earth

1I regarded their
pretense they seemed to me to be
too willing to do what I1 wanted thethem
to I1 thought they were like artemaswapaa mule who would be good six
months to get a square kick at a manmaimso80 I1 suspected that their willingness
watiwan only a sign of intended mischief
but I1 want to saybay right here that 1
found my mistake no indians could
keep their word better than ignalio
and his band and his sub chiefs
buckskin Charlie and
they were honorable and truthfulno white man could do better thanthey did and it was not long before
white men did worse with them

the messengers from the buncom
reservation had to go back

without having gained their object
As time went un I1 supposed every-
thing would be all right in my district
bhea one day a scout came in with
the information that generalbeneral fidEd Hatch
was advancing with a thousand men
and wwoulduld be at the reservation lain
about three days here was the most
critical positionpositions I1 had neoudeeo placed in
and for a time I1 did not know what to
do however I1 decided to call the
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