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auditor’s office had the privilege of
parting with 96 cents—half of all his

CORRESPONDENCE.

WASHINGTON LETTER.
__ Washington, D, C, Jan. Tth, 1898.—
Having taken the required Civil Ser-
vice examinatlon, the eandldate for a
clerkship goe8 home and Iimpatiently
awaits developments. He will probably
have to await several months—posalbly
years, and perhaps will never recelve
an appointment. The commisalon has
a llst of “eligibles” for each State, and
selectlons are made therefrom, with
due regard to the proper apportionment
of places among the states and terri-
tories.
examination at
the rest; or If it comes within two or
three of the top, it 1s likely to be first
en the llst before the end of the year.
When & vacaney oceurs ln any depart-
ment, or extra labor requires another
“hand,” the head thereof make3 re-

quest of the ecivil service commission |forever; and when he does find himself
It among the “outs,” he Is generally much

for a certlfication to fill a clerkship.
is almost sure to come within class D,

up the rooms every night, each for $400
a year, are required to make soiemn
oath that they have never borne arms
agninst the government, (how the army
of ex-confederates who are now in,
managed to get around that elause, I,
do not know)—that they will perform
their duties faithfully and be diligent
in the guardianship of Unele Samuel's
interest, “s’help them,” etc. And then,;
at last, oh, glorlous moment! our candi-|
date i8 entered on the pay-roll and as-
slgned to duty, and is at once a full
fleged "department clerk.” ‘Whether,

1f our candidate has passed the ) after all, he is so very fortunate inl
a high average, his having obtained the coveted position, is

name, llke Abou Ben Adam’s, leads ail 8N open question. He may be dismissed

next month, or next_year, and if he re-
maains long enough he will surely de-
generate into a sort of human machine,
good for nothing at any other employ-
ment.

Certainly he cannot expect to atay

worse off, mentally, spiritually, physl-

terally come

avallable assets at the time-—-to relleve
the actual hunger of a fellow clerk,
who was dismissed a month ago, be.
cause an unrelenting ereditor com-
plained to the chlef. Dismissals gen-
hardest on the female
clerks,/ who, with the charming in-
consistency of women, wlll seldom have
a penny ahead, so long as fashlons
change and there are candy shops op
the avcnue. This Is not true of an
of them, however, for many are wid-
ows with familles to maintain, some
are supporting their aged parents, ang
others are educating Younger brothers.
and sisters. 1 know a beautiful wo-
man who was the adored wife of g
wealthy husband a few Yyears ago,
Through the fallure of a Philadelphiag
manufacturer he lost hils property, ang
soon afterwards died. Influentia}
frlends secured the widow 2 place |p
the U. 8. treasury. All went compara-
tively well for a time; but as thereo
were several children to be clothed, fog
and educated, nothing could be saveq
out of the salary of $1,000 a year. Some
months ago she lost her place, as aj}
do sooner or later. Last Saturday she
told me that she had $2 in money, that
she had sold everything in the houge

ealling for a salary of $300 per annutn, | cally and in pocket than when he went
or class E, at $1,000 a year; for now- in. Wh[le he has been dressed every
days outside appointments are rarely [day in metaphorical purple and fine
made to cleridg! positions higher in!llnen, in the small round of a gilded
snlary, onc of the temets of civil ger- | treadmill, the rough-and-tumble world
vice belng that the best places be filled , of business hag gone on.and left him
by deserving clerks from the lower entirely out of the reckoning., His de-
grades, and that newcomers must start partment hablts have become second
from the bottom of the ladder; while nature and entirely unfitted him for
the places below $900, averaging from the ocutside scramble, and unless he s
330 to $60 per month, are classed as & rara avis indeed he has not saved a
laborers and do not come within the cent of his salary, for a thousand dol-
mcope of clvil service. The commission lars In Washington is hardly equal to
melects three candidates from the top five hundred anywhere else in America.
of the st and sends the names, status ' The national capital 18 full of ex-de-
and examination papers of each of the partment elerks, whose sole aim In life
ofMeerm who have made the request.| 13 to get back agaln, lke the moth that
The latter looks over these papers. per- | flutters around the blaze that singed
haps ealling to his asslatance the sub- | Its wings—Illke the discharged comvict,
ordinate officlal who Is to make more; Who after long years in prison {s fright-
direct ume of the new clerk, and to-lened at the blg world outside and
gether they deelde whieh of the can-'clamors at the gates to be taken back
dldates shall reeelve appointment. Or Into the safest place he knows. Sueh sad
if,— as occasion happens—neither of | cases as are continually eoming under
the three are up to the standard im One’'s observation! I know a man who
view, or If for any other reason they|came here a few-years ago from a com-
are not satisfaoctory, the papers are re-| fortable home In one of the Middlg

turned to the eommission with a re-
quest for further certiflcations.
appointing officer may have In view
for the vacancy some friend of his, or
an applicant who has been urged upon
him by persons of Influence; but his
personil wishes In the matter are not
supposed to confliet with the spirit ot
the clvil serviee law. Whether they
ever do have any weight in the case, Ig
not for me to say.

When the name {8 finpally chosen, the
appointment clerk is called in and di-
reeted to take the matter in hand. He
prepares a formal order for signature
by the appointing officer: and then &
Jetter Is sent to the appointee, which
reads ahout like this:

Treasury Department,
Office of the Avpointment Clerk,
Washipgton, D. C.. Jan. 7, 1898.
8ir—The secretary of the treasury
has this day made an order appodinting
you a elerk of class E In the office of
the first assistant secretary of the
treasury. Please report at this office
at your earliest convenience to take the
required oath. Your compensation will
be nat the rate of one thousand dollars
(31,000} per annum.
Very respectfully,
JOHN SMITH, Appointment Clerk.,

The fortunate individual who receives
this misslve generally consfders it
about the pleasantest bit of news he
has ever read, and he hies himself poat
hagte to Washington to “help run the
povernment.’” the envy of his friends ay
home. On his appearance at the de-

|

[

states, to accept a government position

The' at a salary of eighteen hundred a year.

He i8 & lawyer by profession. and had a
fine law and miscellaneous library. He
lost his position and went Into the
practice of law In Washington—a
branch of business which is more over-
crowded here than anywhere else On
earth, For wedary months he expeected
the elient that never eame and literal]yi
lived on hope. Then he began to sell
his splendid library, the pride of his
heart, book by book. The other day he
parted with the last of it, for ten dol-

|lars. He has nothing else to sell, and 5
| family to support.

The grave question
is, what will he do now? Like all the
rest who have drunk of the leathgrn
waters of Washington, wild horses
couldn’t draw him away from here;
and If they did, where could he go and
how begin life anew, with mo money
and the aforesaid spofled and expen- |
sive famlily?

I know another man who I8 vyet
among the “ins.” but lives in dally fear
and dread of being dismissed., because
of failure from |11 health to perform
his dutles satisfactorily. He has con-
sumption, and three smaill ehildren, and
nothing in the world* but hig salary of
2900 a year.
dying by Inchesa, and I3 hourly menace
by the probability of being thrown upon
charity for *he maintenance of himself
and little ones befors kind death, the
greatest henefactor of the human race,

grants him oblivion. 1
It is “against the rule” for depart-'

ment people to £et Intn debt: but they

|nmins_-d 150,000 applicants for

He knows himself to bre i per cent of those examined;

that could be turned into money ‘op
bread, and that cupboard and coal-bin
were nearly empty, and anothep
month’s rent almost due. 8he Is hop-
ing through political influence to get
back intd the department, but if she
does not succeed, and qulekly, what
then? Bome time ago the local pa.
pers told of two young glrils, orphana,
from somewhere “out West,” who wepe.
literally frightened to death beecause
they lost their positions in the patent
office and had no hope of Becurin
them again. What ecould they do but
suicide? Thelr small savinge kept
them only a few days, and then board.
ing-hoguse-mistresses grew importunate
for money due. They could see no pyj-
ternative but death, and another, which,
is as overcrowded as any branch of
business In Washington, So they bat.
tened up the windows and turned on
the gas and left thils weary world-—
for a better ome, we hope.

But why multiply eases? The depart.
ments are not orphan asylums or chap.
itable institutions, and those who are
believed to have power in seeuring re_
instatermente and appointments are gg.
harrassed by written statements g¢
pitiful cases and desperate straits that
in very self-defense they are com.
pelled to pass them over unread,
course this Is only one side of the ques.
tlon. More than tem thousand men
and wonilen are tranquilly pursulng the.
even tenor of their way in the varioua.
departments in Washington, drawing
good salaries; and if dark Vvisaged
Tragedy 18 dogging thelr footsteps, |t
will reveal itself only when the day of
diemissal comes. Meanwhile the
Clvil Service commission sits aloft in
judgment, serene and cold, unmoved
by individual appeals. It's workings,
though perhaps nmot the best thing fop
the political health of the country, are.
certainly most fair for the army of gp-
licants, as & whole, During the yeara
of its existence the commission has ex-
places in
all branches of the publie service. QOf
these, 56,300 failed to pass. Of the 92.~
700 who did sueccessfully pass the ex-
aminations, only aboux 38 per cent have.
recelved appeintments. But the num-
ber of those appolnted was barely 2%
B0 only
about one-fifth of those who sought
ptaces In the publle service oObtajned:
them. Naturally, the whole business
is umpopular among the politiciana, who-
try to break over its rules. Tt i3 as-
serted by many that the civil service-
plan was shrewdly manipulated by
President Cleveland for the sole pur-

partment, the first thing I8 to be "aWorn gometimes do. just llke other people. pose of keeping his friends in offlce

{n,” for even the char-woman who cle&n Last week a felend of mine In the 8th.after he went out of it.

They say that



