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this cord releages the weight which
falls and jerks the condemned up-
ward, tour feet. Al 8:15
THE HANGMAN,
having completed his preparations
oulside, c¢nme In a lowg black
Prince Albert coat and removed
the night guard Midgley. He had a
hard look about his mouth but a
telltnle moistoess nbout the eyes.
He climbed the slairs and stood oo
the gullery beside Birchall’s corridor
door. There anm old solder stood
gloomy aod sorrewlul until the sad
procession passed out and down the
spiral steps, At 8.23 the executioner
was beckopned to go up. He bad
been walkiog around the rotunda,
holdipng io his hands the straps
with which to tie Birchalli’s arms,
waiting. for the signal. He put
bebind his back nnﬁ partly under
the skirt of his coat the russet col-
ored straps, and went upstairs. A
minute or two he took to strap the
prisoner’s arms behind his back and
then the awful march to death he-
an at 8:25., First eame the rurai
ean, Wade, in surplice, and read-
ing the Church of England serviee
for the dead. Behind him came
Dr. Chamberlain, followed by A.
D. Stewart and Deputy Bherifl
Perry. The prisoner came next,
deathly pale, but resolute, his jaws
locked with
THE FIXITY OF DEATH.
His steps were steady. His Jet hlack
hair and moustache made the pallor
of -the face like marble. He was
dressed in dark colored tweed clothes
white flannel shirt with u black
bow at collar, aod light patent
leather shoos, He looked 8o young,
and thers wassuch an expression of
uonmovable resolution and uodaunt-
ed courage, that the men who saw
him and kpew him worthy of death
in the eye of the Iaw for-
got that he had shot
a friend in the back, in a lonely
swump. The faces of half of the
men there were as white almost as
that of the doomed man. At the foot
of the gpiral staircase the processivu
formed and his friend Weetham
walked on oue side of hitn with the
duy gunard QGeorge Perry oo the
other. Jailor Oameron follcwed
them after the haogman and
the aged sheriff, supported to the
door of the corridor overlooking the
west yard.
THE MARCH
was slow along the corridor and cut
ioto the yard. Weetham walked
close by und held ope of Birchall’s
hands io his, with all the assurance
of a friend’s clasp. The principal
actors o the tragedy stopped with
the chnrge fifteen feet from the
gallows aod the sulemnp tones of the
anglican service thrilled every one
there with a horror, that hardly let
them realize the trememjous im-
portauce of that in which they were
taking part. They felt an overpow-
ering pity for the black baired,
whited face young man standing on
the thrushold of eternity. His eyes
had not the trace of frivolity thnat
lightened hja Imprisonment. Aas
he stood listening (o the low
toned priest his eyes were fixed
oo the blue sky over to the north,

wis there any fear in his eyes but
a fixed purpose thut seemend to con-
sume his reason. It s not possible
to imagine the ex presaivi of hix face.
He was living a lifetime in that hour
and thers was nuone there but would
have spared the straio of his terrible
ordeal. It was not deapair, but he
had string the whole being up to
die gnme, At the words

“DUST 10 DUAT"

in {he service, Birchall s'epped
firmiy forward; he took his
place under the scaifoid with his
face to the south apd turped up
slightly. He took Weetlinm’s hand in
tyis and the friends kiased under the
gallows. The executioner put a strup
argund the prisoner’s legs just above
the knees, when the alergyman tovk
Birchail’s hand and kissed it. The
suspense was terriole oo the wit-
pesses. NO human koowledge cun
g2y how terrible it was to the man
standing nlone there on the green
sward. AB8 the priest entered upon
the Lord’s Prayer, the executiouer
put n blagk cap over the head of
the doomed man anod adjusted
the noose about the neck. Birchall
had declared that he would say
pnothing at the scaffold and the wit-
pesses did nol expect he would.
His silence seemed to be the in-
tensity of his purpose. He did not
suy ooe word after leaving the eell,
except it might bave been to mutter
a word to Weetham of Wade when
he

BADE THEM GOOD BYH

with u kiss, At 8:27, six minutes
alter the procession had started from
the corridor, at the words: ‘‘Deliv-
er us from evil,?’ a signal was given
and a quick pull on the small rope
by the excutioner who stood behind
the law’s victim, released the im-
mense weight. It dropped with
the rupidity of thought, and sapk
#ix or eight ioches in the ground by
force of its weight, Burchall had
been placed close to oue of the up-
rights and the Jerk of the nogse drew
Ris body first obligquely, then up.
The body was jerked up into the air
about five feet and then fell to
within lwo feet from the ground.
The c¢onvulsions commenced half a
minute later, but were not at all
violent, more resembling. hesvy
brenthing with o slight twitching of
the hunde apd legs. At 8:30% the
convulsions bad ceased. AL 8:36
Dr. GChamberlnin declared life ex-
tinct. Hesald the neck had bLeen
broken.

Mrs. Birchall remuined in the eell
with her husband till 1 o’clock this
morniug, when she was led away
wesping. Birchall sleg)& little, but
his demenpor during the night re-
mained uochanged,

He had an impression that some
one would publish a bLogus coutes-
sion as by him, so he prepared the
following as his floal statement:

WouDsTOCK JAIL, Nov, 10., 1890,

Al rights reserved.”?

Ir after my denth there shall ap-
pear in the press or jo any other
wanoer, whatsoever, any conlive-
pion, that T had uny hand in the
murder of D, C. Beowell. or any

There was notn haunted look nor|personal knowledge of said murder,

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

with intent or imalice nfore-
thought, or any perscnal connection
with the murder on the 11th of
February or other days, or unoy
kpowledge that any such murder
wae likely to bo committed, or any
state ment, further than any that I
may have made publie previous to
thie dite, I hand -this stalement to
thecare of Georye Perry, of Wood-
stock, Outurio, that he mny know
that any confersions or partial con-
fesgions. entirely or partial coofes-
sions.are entirely fictitious and were
in mo way ever written by me.
Neither have they been femanued
from me in any form whatsoever to
any person,and the whole is fletitions
and without a word of truth. This
likewisu applies to wmy stny in the
Meil in which [ have made oo such
confepnion or partinl confession.
This holle good throughout.
(Bigued) REG. BIRCHALL,
The postinortem examivation
showed denth cuused by strangula-
tion. The body will be buried 1p
the jail yard.

THE NORTH POLE EXPEDITION

LoNDON, Nov. 12.—Dr. Nuapsen,
who crossed Greonland a couple of
years ago, hus heen writing further
deiails of his plans for reaching the
North Pole, which he will start to
carry out in the spring of 1882. He
says he expecta to be able to puass
through Behrioe Btruit in June,
He anticipates litile difficulty in
getting his small vessel na far west
ns the new Biberian Island. He
believen that August or the begip-
ning of Beptemler will be 1he most
favorable time for pushing oorth.
He intends to use a swmall captive
baligon, in wliich he ean ascend a
hundred feet or so for the purpose
of studying the condition ol‘Plhlnga
for a large distance sround him. He
hopes tw get into lovse ice and
make the journey rapidly, nt least
as tar porth as Benpett Islund.
When he reaches the permapeot
ice-gup he wiil simply look fur the
beat place to enter it and will then
wait for the ice to carry him whith-
er it will. He thinks the chances
are good " that he will be earried
ucross the pole or very mear it, and
into the sen hetween Hpitzbergen
and Greenland. if it is summer
when he arrives be will probably
get into open water near a latitude of
BU deprees north. I It is winter,
however, he is likely to drift south
nlong the east coast of Greenland
and come out somewhere the foliow-
ing summer,

If the ice Hyes crush his ahip, Dr.
Napsen thinks there j» stlil an ex-
collent chapee that he will get
through ail right. Hisgarly, inthat
event, will liveon ice floes, instead
of io the cabln on shipboard. They
will have warm fents, made of a
double thicknesa of canvas orsimilar
stuft, well filled with reindeer hair.
Bueh tents will be very warm, and
also very light. It is well kpnown
that several ship parties, including
the Pansa crew aod o part of the
crew (rom the American exploring
vessel Polaris, drifted hundreds of
miles on fce and fipaily reached n
place of safely. ¢




