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a failure however for we remained a
long as our program would permit and
yverewere not troubled but the very morn-
ing we letleitt a cavalcade of about

horsemen came riding through the
settlement inquiring for the mormonscormons
and making big talk they knew we
were gone but did it to excite our
friends which they succeeded in doing
to some extent one lady drew a gun
on the justice of the peace a prominent
member of the gang and told him not to
open his mouth or she would blow his
head off

As a result of this little stir some who
were before undecided have now de-
clared themselves on our side and we
feel fully confident that in the near fu-
ture we will have the pleasure of record-
ing some more names on our records

elders william E jenkins and joseph
report a very pleasing ex

perience they gave out an appoint-
ment in a neighborhood where lived a
certain noted doctor he belonged to
no church and was a terror to all the
preachers the people asked him to go
to meeting expecting to hear him

down the speakers people came
from far and near to hear what would
happen at the close of services the
famous physician remarked that that
was the first sermon he had heard in
thirty years whereupon he handed them
the price of a book of mormon he
and the elders were purposely invited
to the same house and the people all
followed to hear the big debate but to
their disappointment they heard no oppo-
sition and one atteralter another withdrew
saying that the doctors doctrine was
the mormonscormonsMor mons doctrine the elders
are quite interested in him and hebe in
them for he is now reading our litera-
ture and they anticipate a happy result

we believe that the elders are all in-
terestedte in their work and are enjoying
their labors we are striving in our
weakness to do all the good we can and
the lord is blessing us many avenues
are being opened to give place for the
gospel and we anxiously await the time
when superstition and error will be ban-
ished from the earth and truth will pre-
vail in all nations

J S GEDDES
president south alabama conference

J F WAKEFIELD clerk

SCENES IN

AUCKLAND new zealand
april lath 1896

for the first three months hui tautati 0
annual conference has been the bye
wordwoo in the agitation has
been almost universal for the invitation
was extended to all the following an-
nouncementno is self explanatory

Taho Re irth 1896 ki
ki nga hapu kinga reo ki nga hui

huingaheinga ta gata E hoaholmiamia tena bouton
he dowhin atu tenetbenei i a bouton i nga
tane i nga i nga tamariki kia tae
finana mai bouton ki tahoraitiTaho nei
ka tu te hui 0 te bahi 0 ihu 0
nga ra 0 muri mei ki tana a te toru
0 nga ra 0 aperila 0 te tau 1896

NA tzTE
the free translation of the above is

to all nations kindreds tongues and
peoples greeting this is an invitation
to all men women and children to come
personally to the annual conference of
the church of jesus christ of latter day
saintsalai to Conconvenevelie at Tho he

3rdard day of april 1896 11 te
to the natives that meant much be-

cause it came from one who could speak
with authority te is one of
the most influential chiefs inia the north
island and a thorough latter day saint
on the morning of april 3rdard the force of
his call was clearly demonstrated by the
presence of moremorethanthan maorislaoris hail
ing from both islands who had come to
participate with the saints in their an-
nual coconferenceinference the flag of the huilhui
floated on the breeze and flung out a
welcome to all the air was filled with
merriment and joy beamed on every
countenance As train after train came
in the war dancers dressed in their
gaudy uniforms with faces grotesquely
painted went out to greet them and bid
them welcome with bowed head and
solemn tread the visitors walked silently
to the caniga A sudden halt and the
heartfelt tantangigil burst forth in loud
though loving tones when the founda-
tion of tears was exhausted the wharwhai
kopeah commenced and continued
until both parties had exchanged their
love greetings no sooner was our

tangi over than another began for
crowds of people kept coming all day

every convenience had been arranged
for the accommodation of elders and vis
ining saints and friends an elegant
new house had been erected
especially for the brethren from zion
and to be used also as a council room
lovely maori mats were spread all along
either side upon which to sit during the
day and to sleep upon during the night
thirty seven new blankets and shawls
had been purchased by the saints of
the and te branches
to make beds for the elders and for the
european brethren and sisters A large
dining hall was erected last year
through the entire length of the house
on both sides were tables elegantly deco
sated with fine linen clothsclaths and an
abundance of artificial and natural
flowers the twenty five waiters were
all dressed in beautiful uniforms and
though they were all natives none could
have performed their duties better than
they the domestic organization was
most complete throughout everybody
knew their place and notwithstanding
the stormy weather there was naught
but the ever cheerful performance otof
duty

viiremie duncan was the chief cook
and under his supervision were all the
sub cooks waiters dishwashers firemen
etc two hundred and seventy five
persons could be accommodated at once
and often they were compelled to set
three tables the elders from zion
and european saints occupied a table
by themselves and had special waiterswaiter
though at times they would mix up with
the maorislaoris

it was indeed interesting to watch the
natives bring the food the war dancers
always took a prominent part and be
f re each meal would perform the
haki 11 the fantastic motions the

hideous yells and the contortions of the
body though to the more fastidious per-
haps

er
were vulgar yet they presencesprepresented an

imposing scene the onlooker could
not but be struck by the exact time that
was kept in all the movements it must
have required weeks and weeks of drill
these performances were given
pally by the members of the church of
england though a number of the saints
taotook partepart much credit and praise is

due our outside friends for the valuable
and friendly assistance they rendered
both by way of labor and furnishing
toodfood and other means the members
of the two churches met in counsel and
completed all arrangements the church
of england members offering to assistsassist
yet giving all control to the saints the
very best of feelings existed throughout

though three meetings were held each
day both young and old enjoyed them
selves in various outdoor amusements
the elders played two exciting gamesongames of
base ball which resulted in almost dis-
abling them insomuch that some could
scarcely walk to meeting with somesom
however we think it was put on be-
cause when the dinner bell rang each
muscle seemed to receivereceive sudden
strength and every nerve additional
power so that every man walked up-
rightly and rapidly to his post at the ta-
ble after dinner it was the same old
limp 9

tuesday afternoon was set apart es-
peciallyally for sports A number of nice
prizes were purchased to be given the
winners in the various events youaddouai
middle aged and old took part and all
was high excitement

two literary and musical entertain
ments were given by the elders to which
all were invited this is a new feature
of conferences in and we
think a most pleasant as well as instruc-
tive one of course we did not torge tourour
good natured theological discussions
and our old timelime mock trials in fact all
was enjoyment peace and loving kind-
nessness with a desire to advance in such
principles as tend to ennoble mankind

we must not forget to mention the
pleasant and spirited meetings held inim
the new house with our european
brethren and sisters who could not un-
derstandder stand maori

three such meetings were held dur-
ing the conference besides these a
series of most successful meetings was
held at DanevicDane vickakea european settlement
of about 1000 inhabitants and situated
three miles from tamaki

on tuesday evening all the native
brethren met to consider the arrange-
ments for the annual conference in 1897

various leading chiefs were anxious
to call it to their districts after con
sid erable discussion it was finally de-
cided that the aai tau next year
should be held in the confer
ence the expenses to be borne by the
waipuwaiau mahia poverty bay
wairaukairau and hawkes bay districts A
committee with a chairman was ap-
pointed and sustained to take lead in
making all necessary arrangements
the exact place lorfor meeting has not yet
been definitely decided but it will hebe
either at kapawai or te creore at both
of which places are large and convenient
buildings and good accommodations

elders F W ellis george W lewis
E 0 best robert H bodily loranderLyrander
C and sister louie K pond all having
filled faithful missions were honorably
released to return home and with a
largee company of emigrating saints
win sail from sidney for zion per S S
warrimoomoo on may

on wednesday morning the saints
and elders began to disperse it was
with reluctance they separated the
bongi and hearty handshaking were

freely indulged in and the warm tears
rolled down the cheeks as they clasped
the parting hand the conference was
now every heart wag fullfru of


