422

time President Young laid out this
city a8 you see |t today Inthe midst of
sage brush, with out & house within a
hundred miies of us. We bLuilt a fort
around ten acres, three sides of adobe,
walls eighteen feet high, and one side
with Jogs out of the canyon. Wethen
returued bome and some two thousand
men followed us. President Cannon
here was one of the company thut
canle {n after we did.

Now what I wish to say is thia:
You gentlemen come here today; you
uee the ecity, you go through the coun-
try. Hers are a thousand miles, I
might aay, through these mountains
filted wlith citles, towns, villages, sar-
dens and orcharde, and the produce of
the earth that sustains the people.
Without thle water, this irrigation for
which you hnve met here today, this
country would be a9 barren as it was iu
1847, as we ‘tound it. This irriga-

tion ia what you have jmel to
engage in aod give your views
upon. How [ am satigfied it

matters not. Whatever you declde
upon in thns matter and you uniie up-
on, [.am satisfied it will prove a great
blessing, not only to Utah but to every
8tate aud Territory where these arid
jands abide, and whouver occupies
these laniis of course has got to have
the water to perform the work., We
* have had to do the same. We have
bad to learn by experience, and all
that we have obtaioed in these moun-
tains has been oy Irrigation. There
are poriions yet which have not been
irrigated, and is ope gentleman safd
here, if you can inake two dropsof
water where there wuas one, or two
fpenrs of grasa whers there was one,
you are & bepefactor to mankind. [
say (God bless you in your efforts.
{ A pplause.)
Precideat George Q. Cannon was
then Invited to the front and said:

I look upon this a3 one’ of the most
auspicious days to the Territory of
Utah since 18303—the assembling of so
many representative men from the
various Btates and Territories interest-
ed 1n this great question of irrigation.
I think myself that whatever the con-
clusions you may arrlve at, they are
sure to be of great benetit to ail this
country, The interchange of views,
the mingling together and becoming
familiar with each other’s {deas must
inevitably, I think, resuit in great
good and i 1ok for grand results to
follow the meeting of this Irrigation
Congrees in Utsh,

I think that Utabh receives grent
honor ju being selecte:d ns the place for
your deliberations,

Thie question of irrigation is one, of
course, that we have been deeply in-
terested fn from the Ueginning. |
think that whatever any other section
may clalm In the way ot prlority in
irrigation, we can clalm thai we are
the fAret Anglo-8axons who ever had
recourse to this method of raising crope.

When we came here we found it ab-
solutely necersury 1o water the ground
in order to produce anything. [ took

smy first lessons lo irrlgation when a
boy, in 1848; [ huve had but gompara-
tively litile practical experience o the
business since then, but it has become
very fumiliar to us. VWe bhave nothad
much tlme to theorize upon it, but
practicnlly we Dhave carrted out this
eystem throughont the length and
breadth of our Ferritory.

THE DESERET

There is one poiot that 1 think of
great importapce,and [ think it worthy
the ccosideration of this body, We
have refrained, I was going to gay, re-
ligiously, from forming large corpura-
tions to take posseesion of the water-—
we bave net been taxel for our water
in Utab, but settlemenis have co.n-
bined together and by their own labor
have taken the water out und have con-
tributed by their labor in forming dams
and digging ditches to obtain the
necessary sunply for their acresge, [
tivink this is a very importsat feature
in this Territory, We liave not bud to
pay for our water; poor men could take
land apd vould obinln water by their
own labor.

Another feature of our system his
been {hat we haye had small bholdings,
When we settled this eity the lots were
divided out; each lut was np acre and a
qunrler, T'he lots were Inid outsuch n
way that the front of one lot faced the
gide of another. [t wak deslgned to be
w city of villas and to bave plenty of
room. You see the breadth of our
streets and the amplitude of our lots;
this was the orlginal design. Then,
pext to our city a tierof tive acre lots
was laid out, then a tier ol ten acre
lote, then a tier of twenty acre lots,

Phere were no lots lald out of a iarger | P

extent than twenty acres. That there
might be perfect fairness, we cast lots
for these. The mechanics were ex-
pected to want five acres; those who
werelina better condition it was thought
wrilld require ten acres, while the
farmers received twenty acres.

My distingulshed friend, President
Woodruff, lived and sustained his
family wpon twenty acres of land, and
[ may szy to his credit there i mo
better farmer |n this country than he
bas been. He has been noted through-
out allpur community for his indefati-

wable {ndustry, apd though elgh-
ty-four years of age he mourned
only last suminer, “Well, I

[ am growing old.”” He sald this tu
me in such A way that I looked at
him io astonishment, and sald I,
“What do you merp?’? He said,
“Well, on Baturday, when [ went
home, | had sume potatoes to hoe, and
Will (bl granuson, n boy sixteen
years of ayge), kept up with me hueing
rotatoea. That ia the first time in my
ife thatany of my buys were able to
keep up with me boeing.’”’? He bhas
lived, as [ say,on twenty acres of lund,
cultivated it and sustaiped and edu-
cated his family.

We have kept from monopolizing
the Jand and been willing to have it
distributed in small holulngs, so that
every mau mnight bave a foothold, [
helievethat [ uvo npot overstate the
truth wheu I say that in no part of
theae United Biates isthere a population
containing so many pwople Jiving on
thelr own lands nutj’ owning their
own houses as in Utabh Territory.

I belleve also 1n this artesian systein.
[ bave bevu a believer in §t always and
for a great muny yeuare. | believe that
we can pet largesupplles of water from
subterranenn sources, [ bave experi-
mented with thiv und [ behieve I have
the honor of being the first person to
own an artesian well in this valley or
inatl our valleys. [ have sunk a good
mauy wells apd I fiud them very ex-
cellent. [ have o1 e now with which
I water eeveral acres —a well
tour hunijred feet Jeep. [ think when

WEEKIL

Y.

we get experlenced well-drjvers
in this country we shall find that we
can Lring large supplles of water to the
surface that will aid us in cultivating
ouT land:; for all thut we have in this
country iz water. o

There is no part of Nevuila which
¥You travel through, no country which
looked uny worse than this valley did
oorany more unltikely tobe produgtive
thau this valley did when it was Hrat®
settled; but industry and skill have
changed this valley into fruitful tields
und orchards and there is no limt,
Alkali land can be leached with water
and can be made productive and our
water iy Increasing.

In 1853, or thereabouts, there wns
scarcely enough water fu Gity creek
to water the gardens of Salt Lake City,
any it wasthoughtthen that we had
reached the utinost Hwmilk of our AUpply.
But it is u fact that our water has jg.
crested In  almost every strean
thiroughont all these mountaine,

{ beliove there is & kind Providencs
that watches over man, that wheraver
man oed Providence is there to aid
him1 1o his gfforts. Lieglslators and
others who dg ‘oot particularly beljeve
in diving Interpusition may attribute
this to natural causes, that ia, to the
resence of railroads. I find some ate
tributing the increase of rain to the
presente of railroads, the rails ru nning
through—eome tu the incrense of trees,
Whatever the cause may be, it is yp-
doubtedly the fact that man hiwselr,
bis presence, the very fact that he ijs
here and enltivates the ground, brings
to bim and to those associated with him
invreased bleesinge. We have proved
it in this country.

Gentlemen, [ trust that harmony
wiil characterize your proceedings. T
buve no uoubt it will. [ am pro-
foundly thankful myself that such a
concourse of intelligent men from
muny Btates and Territorles is here.
We want Utash to be known, I pe-
Jieve that the gathering of this asgem-
blage will lead to & better vnderstagd-
ing of Utab and her people. No ope in
the world will yield with greater grati-
tude and satisfaclion than myselt to a
more familiar acquaintance with Utah
and her people on the purt of our nejgh.
bore. We welcomp Nevaau, (!ullfornlu,
Arizona, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado
and all the States and all aur peigh-
bora. [f there {8 anything we can do
to add tthe natisfaction of your wviasit
we shall do it gladly. [ invokethe
blessings of God upon your proceed-
inge.

BADLAM MOTION,

Mr. Badilam, of Cslifornia, offered
the following rusu utioun:

Rasolved, That ihis congress request
the Federal government (0 piace the
control of all arid and timber iapnds
loeated within the States and Territories -
west of tlie Misnlssippl river in the lhiands
of the sume, and when said landp are
soid, a certain sum per ncre shall be paid
for securing lirle thereto.

That sui:.-E S:utes aud Terviiorles ean at
wny time make the payment and secure
title to sueh lands.

Thut eacl State or Territory contaiomn
arid Jands shall, enact laws and provide
methods of redemption by irrigation suit-
able aod applicable to it~ own sityalion
and surroundings, und sueh State or Ter-
ritory shall reclaim and sell such lands
for & price under such conditions and
teriniqay it ms[\]r deon beat.

Resnlved, 'That tuis congress pass yit-
able resolutiona requesting the govern-



