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llmits preseribed by the laws, and to |
maintain all in the secure and tran-
quil enjoyment of the rights of per-
sou and property.’?

f“The alternate domination of one
fu¢tion over another, shurimnud by
the epiritof revenge natural to party
dissengion, which in different ugs
and vountrive has perpetrated the
most horrid enormitivs, is itself o
frightful despotism. But this leads
at length fo a more formal and per-
manent despotism. The disorders
and miseries which result gradually
incline the minds of mun to seek
security and repose in the absolute
power of an individual; and soonor
orr Inter the chicef of Bome prevailing
faction, more alle or more fortunate
than his competitors, turns this dis-
position to the purposcs ot his own
elevation on the ruins of public
Hberty. Without looking forward
to an extremity of this kind {which,
nevertheless,ought not to be entirely
out of eight), the common and con-
tinual mischiefs of the epirit of party
are sufficient to make it the intercst
and the duty of a wise people to dis-
courage and retain it. |

““There is an opinion that parties
in free countries are useful ehecks
upon the administration of free gov-
ernment, nnd serve to keep nlive the
spirit of liberty. This, within cer-|
tain limits, is probably true; and in
governments of & monarchical cast, ‘

triotism may look with indulgence,
if not with favoer, upon the spirit of
party. But In thosc of the popular
character, In governments purcly
elective, it I8 a spirlt not to be en-
cou . From thcir natural ten-
dency 1t is certain there will always
be enough of that spirit for every
salutary purpose; and there being
constant danger of excess, the effort
ought to be, by foree of publie opinion,
to mitigate and assuage it. A fire
not to quenched, it demands a
uniform vigllance to prevent its
bursting into a finme, lest instend of
warming it should consume.

“Of all the dispositions and habits
whieh lend to political prosperity,
refigion and moralily are in ne-
able supports, In vain would that
man claim the tribute of patriotiem
who should labor to sulvert these
great pillars of human happiness—
these the firmest props of men and
citizens. The mere polltician,
equally with the pious man, ought
to respeet and cherlsh them. A
volume could not trace all thelr con-
nectlons with private and public
felleity., Lot it simply be asked,
where is the security for property,
for 1 {)umtlon, for life, If the sense
of rellgivus obligation *desert the
oathe which are the instruments of
investigntion in the Courte of Jus-
tice? And let us with caution in-
dulge the supposition that morafily |
can be maintatned without refigion.
Whatever may be conceded to the
influence  of refined edueation
on minds of peculiar strugture
reasun and experience both farbid
us to expect that national morallty
can prevail in exelusion of religious
principle,

«In offering to you, my country-
men, these counsels of an old and
affectionate friend, I dore net hope
that they will make the strong and
Insting impression which T could
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wish—that they will control the usunl
current of the passions, or prevent
our nation from running the course
which has hitherto marked the des-
tiny of nations. But if I may even
fintber myself that they may be pro-
duetive of some Oémrt!nl bunefit,
some oceasional good; that they may
now and then recur to moderate the
fury of party spirit, to warn agninst
the mischiel of forelgn intrigue, to
guard against the fmposture of pre-
tended patriotiam, this hope wi]? be
a full recompense for the solicitude
for your welfare by which they
have been dictated. *?

Now, have these ocounsels becn

prized and practiced? Let the pres-

ent condition of the United Btafes
Government and people answer that
question. And, then let the politi-
cal and philosophical seers of this
country peer into the future and tell
us what thnt present condition will
produce in the ncar future, unless
there i8 n speedy and an honest
return to the correct prineiples
upon which this government was
founded. WILLIAM JEFFRIES.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.,*

New YEAR’8 DAY hasbeen regard-
ed as an ocecasion of pecullar signlfi-
cance among all peoples from very
carly ages. The fact that it marked
the closing of an old nccount with
Time,and the opening of & new one,
enused it to be regarded by the an-
clent Romans as o peculiarly fitting
period for the reconciliation of differ-
ences, the making of good resolu-
tions, the exchanging of visits and
the giving of “strenal’* or prescnts
to relatives and triends. Al of these
things may be found deseribed at
length in the pages of Ovid and
other Latin writers, who also tell
us of masquerades, feasts, smoking
altars, and white-robed procersions
to the Capitol. The Roman young
man of fashion arrmycd himself in
his best aud went forth to visit Fis
lndy friends, to partake of the cup
which both cheers and inebriates,
and to impart & hue of ¢nrmine to
the suven hills of Rome, Just like his
fellow of today in any of our medern
citics. Not only were the “strennl®?
ot presents exchanged between rel-
atives and {ricnds, but the Emperors
cxacted them from their subjects,
The Cmsars made these New Year’s
gifts such n source of profit to them-
sclves and so onerous n burden to
the people, that Claudius at length
issued o decree Umiting their cost.

Like the ancient Romans, the
carly Saxons observed the festival
of New Year’s Day with feasts and
gifts,. Among the PPersinns these
New Year’s presents took the form
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of egy, while the New Year’s gifta
distributed hy the aneient Druids
among the carly Britons consisted
ot branchues of mistletoe cut with
peculinrly solemin ecreinonies.

When christianity began to make
its way among the Romans the
church vigorously opposed the partl-
cipation of its converts in the festi-
val observances of New Year’s Day,
which were of & heathen charaeter,
the oceaslon being dedicated. as
wns the whole ensuing month, to
the God Janus, from whom it was
called Junuary,and whom they rep-
resented as 8 man with two faces,
one looking baekwnrd and the other
forward, thus implying that hestood
between the new and the old year
with a regard to both. Bacrifices to
Janus were offured upon twelve
altars, not only during New Year’s
Day but also throughout the entire
month of January. It was there-
fore very natural that the church
should oppose the festive ceremonies
of this occasion. But about the fifth
century the first of January,or New
Year’s Day, assumed o specially sa-
cred character as the anniversary of
the Savlor’s circumeision and a8 the
octave of Christmns, which had then
become a fixed festival on Decem-
ber 25th ns commemorative of our
Lord’s nativity. Thus January 1st
gtil lolds n place in the church
calendar.

Many of the observances of New
Year’s which once enjoyed the
greatest popularity are now nearly
or wholly obsolete. This is most
notably the case with the giving of
presents, which though once n uni-
versal eustom {8 now almost entirely
superscded by the giving of Christ-
mag gifts, Many of the old English
Sovereigns, like the Roman Em-
perors, derived no inconsidernble
portion of thelr income from the
New Year’s gifts of their subjoects.
In his. quaint “History of the
World,” Howell statvs that the
wardrobe of Queen Elizabeth was
almost wholly suppliecd by New
Year’s presents. Among other
things he remarks that ““Queen
Elzabeth in 1561 was presented with
a pair of black silk knit stockings by
her silk woman,Mrs. Montague,and
thenceforth she never wore cloth
hose any more,”” In return for the
claborate New Year’s presents
which she received from every one
attached In any capacity to her
Court, good Queen Bess made gifts
of gold and sllver plate to the men,
and of necklnces, bracelets, gowns,
mauties, petticonts and fans to the
women., Under the Henrye the
extortion of New Yenr's yifts was



