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wife and bis cbildren will follow hia
example. God has eald thot those whe
will observe thiz counsel shall have
wisdom given to tbem, even great
trensures of wilsdom. And these are
the men we want—men of wisdom.
And will you bave wisdom If you take
this esurce? Just o2 sure 38 God hae
said so; for His word will not fail.
And those who observe the Word of
Wisdom wiil he dietinguished nmong
this people becruse of the wis-
dom that God will give them.
Ged will glve them the blessings that
He bas promuized, and He will preserve
themw., When you go as Elders to ad-
minigter in & family that obeerve these
words of God, you will bave f(aith to
lay hande - n the Bick and to ask the
blessings of God in thelr bebaif, and to
heal them through the power of God;
whereas if they are living in violation
of these worce, the faith of the Klders
and of the persons themsolves will be
weakened, aod they will not have
enough to clain the promises that God
has made, Thile ln grippe snd other

dieeases that are going through the |

country are merely precursors of the
pestllences that will yet eweep through
the nations of the earth, and we are
required to stand in boly places that we
may escape these destructione; and
God has given unto us these counegels
that we may be fortifled, eo to speak,
asgalnst these acourger. You know
what they did in lsrael, The Lord
commanded them, through Moses, to
sprinkle hlood on the lintels of their

oots. They did this, and the destroy-
ipg angel passed them hy and did noi
glay the firstborn of any of the He-
brewe; but every firatborn of the Egyp-
tians was slain, Io the museum at

Berlin, [ believe, there i» »
record in stone, found in Egypi,
which establishes the -fact in

the mivds of Epy|tologists thut the
Ktng of Egypt bimsaelf jost his tirstborn
on some occugion, snd it is made plain,
they think, that it was when the de-
stroylng angel paesed over Egypt.
Not s Hebrew lost bis tirstborp,because
they observed the neceesary reguire.
ment. God has, in His revelation to us,
used this fact io bring home to us the
importance of this counsel and what
blessings will loliow the ohservance of
it. Therelore, we should have faith in
Gou in these .malters, believe that
which He says,and cluim the promiser.
Not thut we can altogether -escape
death, tor dgath 1s in the world) but we
muy eepcape theee pesitlences and judg-
mente that are golng forth amoug the
netions of the earth, Already it seemn
as though the clen.ents had been lst
loose with & violence that hse not been
known for generntions, Iead the ne-
counts of the tooue, the fires, the
earihquakes, the tempesis snd theaw-
ful destruciion that bas come upon the
people in various places. Gou bas pre-
dicted this through the mouths of His
boly prophets, and He Lhxa commanded
us to yather out from the nations of the
earth, Hehasglvenunto the peoule a
wonderful spicit of gathering. He has
dope this for the express jurpose o

pepatating us from- the wicked world
any pregerving u rightecus seed In the
earth, that when the judgments of God
go ferth there ehall be pome that wiil
be spared. But how few there are out
of those that bave recelved the truih
who have maintsined thelr integrity
1nd kept the faith! Itis sad to think
bow lurge a number of pepple Who

once knew the Goepel have [allen
away from ft, aRud are not sharers now
in its blespings. You men of middle
age can think of your former.acquaint-
anceg &nd can recall the families that
you kuew in your early ilfe—the
friends probably of your youih—anad
where are they now? Bome have
gone bere snd there. Some have dled
out of the Church, Others bave lost
gne faith und gone Do one Enow-
where, Itis a ead thing to contem-
plate how many bave received the
Glospel who have lost the Bpirit of God
and becuome aliens io the c¢ovenant,
having no nsme or pilace, por their
children smong the pevple of God.
Why is this, brethren and sisters? Ie
it becaure God haz withdrawn His
blessings and power from them out of
captice? Isit becaure thelg were predes-
tined to lose the faith? 0 you think
there was any fatalism about this, apu
that these people could not help doing
what they have done? Why, oo, it is
as plain as the light that ehines
through these windows that that is
not the caee. It is because they
themselves have lald the ffundation
for apoetacy. They bave grieved the
Bpirit of God &nu caused it with-
drawal from them. :

Now, if we who are here todsy do
not prove faithful and retain the Bpirkt
of God, we ehail be to blame, and not
God. We cannot blame the Presi-
denoy of the Stauke, nor the High
Councll, nor the Biehop, Dor ihe
Precidency of the Church, por the
Twelve;, for we ourseives willbhe 1n-
dividunlly resp: nsible for that which
we bave brought upon ourselves. How
is the Bpirit of God gtieved? Why, in
varlcus waye. But there is one fruitiu}
caure, and 1 wish {o €all the attention
of the young men of Psrowan Btuke
to it. The Lgrd hae given in two
revelations Hiz expre:s word cong¢ern-
ing asin that is fruitful in apostasy.
He declares that apy man that will
look upon s wom=an to Just afler her
ghall deny the faith, unless he repenir;
and I want to eay to you Young
men that =8 sure 25 you live God
will fulfil that word., If you look
upon woman to fust after her, you will
deny the failli, unless you repent, and
thet sorely, You cannot indulge in
this dreadful pin witbout grieving the
Rpirit of God end ceusing lis with-
drawal from you. Andif we cannot
look upon a Womsn to Just after her
without grieving the Bpirit of God and
belng in daonger of josing the faith,
hew much more eperfousg would It be
if any of us sheuld act towards one of
the pther sex b an improper WALDET.
1 sry to you, in the name of the Lord,
there i2 oo more frnitful cause of apostn-
¢y than this, and you bad better be
warned; for God bee epoken with the
greatest plajinne:son this, Thethought
of doing anytbing that would canse me
to apostatize from tbis Cbureh is the
mcst horriblethat everentered into my
heart. It has filied me with adread that
my language is uneble to expriss; and
i I thoughbt there war mnything that
I would 4o which would lead ts such
a dreadful result as that, I would iy
{rem it with a}ll my might, The Lord
does Jove purity and chastity,in women
and in men. Why ehould cur gislers,
or our daughters, or our wives, be re-
gaired to~be more pure than we are?
Are we not subject to the rame laws?
Do we not expect to receive the pame

exaltation? Certslnly. Then why
should s msn think that he can
do = thirg with impunity whiech
biz wife canpot do? hen he
thinks that he deceives himself, Yer
this is Lhe growingslu of the worjq
Men indulge in these passions mpd
think they are justifled in it, unti]
virtue g Rimost unknown among pyur
sex. Under such conditione, of courge
the other sex become the vigtims of
iust’ and sre preyed upcn by lihertiges
t 1o this that is bringing e
struction wpon the nations of
the eorth, And It would destro
the Latter-day Bal-ta ! they gave waJ;
toit., God will have a pure people
He wii] have s virtaous regj le, Hé
will bave s holy peoples. He will have
a people in whose tabernacles the Bpirit
of God will dwell; and it will pet
dwell in unholy tabernscles, The
whole history ofour people is a proof of
this. Oliver Cowdery, wWho stood side
by side, with Joseph, who was ordained
by an nngel freum heaven, whowas the
second Elder in the Churel, who pe.
beld the Son of God himeelf, who gaw
manywonderful things,and wap biegsed
ef God as waes Josephi—this man whom
one would think would bave stood |f
apy man in the flesh cver could, in.
dulged in ein., Joseph wrrped ,hlm
against that which be (id, but
be persipted In it, and the res
sult was his priesthoed wae taken
from- him, apd the crown that he
would have had was given to another
Hyrum SBmith received the blessings
that Oliver Cowdery had hud begtowey
tpon him, and which he had forfeited
by his impure conduct. Qught not
this to he a warning to ul! of us? What
man is there in the fiesh wlio ecan cal-
culate upon being seocure from epm-
miitlog sln if hei could not? Thisis
the fatealso of other men who received
great glfts from God. Apostie Lyman
ohpsom had great mavifestations,
Angels ministered unto him, and he
wan the fitst man In this generation
t¢ be chosen one of fthe Twelve A pos-
tles. Yet he apuostatized, denied the
faith, and becatne BN enemy ip the
Kingdom of God. These are illustra-
tions'of the truth of what God has said
and our bistory is full of puch illustra.
tione, You see men of great promise
—I bave wutched them in my )ite—
all ut once wilher up, lose their power,
They loee the lite that was in them.
What is the caust? Why, they have
committed sin., They bave probably
gooe on missions, committed them-
selves while there, and come back des-
titute of the Spitlt of God, They ate
milestoner, fo to Bpeak, on the road, to
ghow how Iast the Church bastraveled
sud left them standizg. Do jou not
know of numbsrs of such ¢ages in your
experience? I am Bure you do.

There is only one way, brethren and
sisters, to be safe and to obtalnp salva-
tivn in the preseuce of God, and that
is io Kevping the coramapdnents of
God, ip being purs In our hearts as
(i.d is pute, to be like angels, It should
be cur alm to get a kuowledge of godli-
pees as fast a8 we cap; to know what
gouliness conslsts ofyand then eudeavor
to make our lives conform to it. I ask
myzel!, Is there anything that my
bretbren---the most favored of them-—
are doing that [ do not do? Then I
want to do what they de, I want to
be like them, And I ack myzelf, I
there anythiny that my Bavier doe, or




