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wife and hisbis children will follow hishim
example god has said that those who
will observe this counsel shall have
wisdom given to them even great
treasures of wisdom and these are
the men we want men of wisdom
and will you have wisdom if you take
ahlla course justus as bure as god baa
saidd 0BOo for his word will not fail
and those who observe the word of
wisdom will be distinguished among
this people because of the wis-
dom that god will give them
godgd will give them the blessingsblee sings that
he has promised and he will preservepreaerve
them when you go SMas elders to ad-
minister in a family that observe these
worwordsa 0of god0 J you Wwill haveaye faith to0
layJAY handsbands n the sicknick and to askaak the
blessings of god in their behalf and to
heal them through the power of god
whereas if they are living in violation
of thesetheme words the faith of the elders
and of the persons themselves will be
weakened and they will not have
enough to claim the promises that god
has made this laIs grippe and other
diseases that are going through the
country are merely precursors of the
pestilences that will yet sweep through
the nations of the earth andaad we are
required to stand in holy placesplace that we
may escaescape these destruction and
god has given unto us these counsels
that we may be fortified so to speak
against thesetheme scourgesurges you know
what they did in israel the lord
commanded them through moses to
sprinkle blood on the lintelslinkels of their
doors they did this and the destroy-
ing angel passed them by and did notnolly
slay the firstbornfirst born of any of tle he-
brew but every frehbornfirstbornfirstborn of the egyp-
tians was slain in the museum at
berlinor n I1 believe there is Is
record in stone found in egypt
which the fact in
the minds of egyptologists that the
king of egypt himself lost hisbis firstbornfirst born
on some occasion and it isin made plain
they thinksthick that it was when the de-
stroyingying angel passpasseded over egypt
not a hebrew lost hishim be
they observed the necenecessaryabury require-
ment

re-
ment god hasbass in his revelation to us
used this fact to bring home to us the
importance of this counsel and what
blessings will follow the observance of

it therefore we should have faith in
god in these matters believe thatthai
which he maymarsandsand claim the prompromiseisep
not that we can altogether escape
death torfor drath is in the world but we
may escape these peatipestilenceslences and judg-
ments that are going forth among the
nations of the earth already it seems
asam though the elements bad been let
loose with a violence that has not been
known foror generations readbead the ac-
counts ofef the floods the fires the
earthquakes the tempest sand the aw-
ful destruction that hasbus come upon the
people in various places god has pre-
dicted this through the mouths of his
holy prophetsprophet and he hashae commanded
us to gather out from the nations of the
earth he has given unto the people a
wonderful spirit of gatheringgath cring he has
done this for the express purpose 0
separating us from the wicked world
and preserving a righteous seedaeed in the
earth that when the judgments of god
go forth there shall be some that will
be spared but howbow few there are out
of those that have received the truth
who navehave maintained their integrity
ind kept the faitel it is sadmad to think
how large a number 0off people who

once knew the gospel have fallerfallen
away from it and are not sharers now
in its blessings you men of middle
age can think of your former acquaint-
ances and can recall the families that
you knew in your early life the
friends probably of your youth anoana
wwheree are they noww some have
gone here and there some have died
out of the church others havebare lost
one faith and gone no oneoae know
where it is a ead thing to contem-
plate howbow many have received the
gospel who have lost the spirit of god
and become aliens to the covenant
having no name or place nor their
children among the people of god
whyY is8 thisin brethren and sisters ie
it became god has withdrawn hishia
blessings and power from them out of
caprice Is it because they were predes-
tined to lose the faith do you think
there was any fatalism about this and
that these people could not help doing
what they have donedobe why no it is
as plain as the light that shines
through these windows that that Isie
not the casecame it is becomebecause they
themselves have laid the fondationRin dation
for spon tacy they have grieved the
spirit of god ana caused its with-
drawal from them

now itif we who are here today do
not prove faithful and retain the spirit
of god we shall be to blame and not
god we cannot blame the presi-
dency of the stake nor the high
council nor the bishop nor the
pretpresidency of the church norner the
twelve for we ourselves will be in-
dividually for that which
we have brought upon ourselves how
is the spirit of god grieved why in
various ways but there is one fruitful
cause and I1 wish to call the attention
of the young men of parowancarowan stake
to it the lord has given in two
revelations his express word concern-
ing a sin that is fruitful in apostasy
he declares that any man that will
look upon a woman to lust after her
shall deny the faith unless he repent
and I1 want to say to you young
men that as eurebure as you live god
will fulfilfulfill that word if you look
upon woman to lust after her you will
derydeny the faith unless you repentsrepent and
that sorely you cannot indulge in
this dreadful sin without grieving the
spirit of god and causing itsto with-
drawal from you and if we cannot
look upon a woman to lust after her
without grieving the spirit of god and
being in danger of toninglobing the faith
hew much more serious would it be
if any of us should act towards one of
the other sex in an improper manner
I1 say to you in the narcename of the lord
there tois no more fruitful cause of apoita
cy than this and you had better be
warned for god has spoken wwithith the
greagreatestteet this the thought
of doing anything that would cause me
to apostatize from this church is the
most horrible that ever entered into my
heart it has filled me with a dread that
my language is unable to and
if I1 thought there was anything that
I1 would do which would lead tota such
a dreadful result asam that I1 would fly
from it with all my might the lord
does love purity and chastity in women
and in men why should our sisters
or our daughters or our wives be re-
quired to be more pure than we are
are we not subject to the same lawe
do we not expect to receive the same

exaltation certainly then waw
should a man think that hebe
do a ihirg with impunity wh
nilhis wife cannot do when be
thinks that he deceivesdeceiveddece ivee himself y
this liIs the growing singin of the worworldmen in theseindulge passions aaithink they are justified in it us
virtue is10 almost unknown among au01
sexgex under such conditions of couricou
the other sex become the victim

and lireare preyed uponu
fo0n by libertinvtit toie thisthia that is bringing d

st ruction upon the nations ofthe earth and it would dentdestroy
the latter day paltepal taite 1 they gave way
to it god will have a pure peolapeople
he will have a virtuous peopleae aKW
will haveshave a holy people he will hav
a people in whose tabernacles the spirit
of god will dwell and it will bofdwell in unholy tabernacles
whole history of our people is a proof ofthisthim oliver cowdery who stood aideesid
by aisidewith joseph who was ordainedordal
by an angel from heaven
second elder in the church who beholdheld the son of god himself who wwmanywonderful was blessed
of god as was Josephjoseph this man whom
one would think would have stood tfany man in the flesh ever could lowbinl
bulged in sin joseph warned him
against that which he did bathe persisted in it and tlthe r
suit was his priesthood was taken
from him and the crown that hebe
would have bad was given to another i

hyrum smith received the blema netthat oliver cowdery had had bestowed
t pon him and which he had forfeited
by his impure conduct ought notthis to be a warning to all otof us what
man is there in the flesh who wincan cal-
culate upon being secure frofrom corn
milting sin if hefie could notnoi this
the fate also of other men who rreceivedgreat gifts from god apostle 1313 mmaajohnson hadbad great manipesmanifestationtation
A angeleangels miministeredered unto him and h
was the first man in this generationk
to be ch aaen one of the twelve apoapal
ties yet hebe apostatized denied
falthfaith and became an enemy to mtr
kingdomkin dom of god these are allu 1 l

the truth of what god has imarsaid
and our history is full of such
lions you see men of great aromi

I1 have watched them in my litelife N

all at once wither up lose their power
they lose the life that waswab in them
what is the caustcause why they havcocommitted sin they have probably
gone on missions committed them-
selves while there and come back dewdeb

of the spirit of god they woam
milestones soeo to speakpeaks on the road 14
show howbow fast thhe church hasbaa traveled
audand left them standing do you not
know of numbers of suchmuch oasescases in your
experienceexperiencfc I1 am sure you do

A
there is only one way brethren and

sisters to be safe and to obtain salva-
tion in the presencece of god and thaitha
iti in keeping the commandments of
god in being pure in our hearts Wafta
GWgdG d isin pure to be like angele it should
be our aim to get a knowledge of godli-
ness as fast as we carican to know w A
godliness consicoo i totb then endeavor
to make our lives conform to it I1 aadt
myself Is there anything that mymi
brethren the most favored of them
are doing that I1 do not do the 1
want to do what they do I1 want to
be like them and I1 ask myself laT q
there anything that my savior doesdaei or
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