4562

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

laid. tell you I am going home, if |
go on {dot. [ will not lie in Wyoming
soil; lor Brigham promised me [ should
return safely home. I have done noth-
ing to forleit the promise, and I am
going home.” The brethren then laid
their hands upon me, and though their
voices trembled, | received the promised
blessing, and with the kind nursing of
Brother Timothy Metz and the German
brethren, assisted by the Dutch and
German sisters, I grew stronger each
day. [ pray God to bless the sisters
who were so untiring 1n their exertions
in my behalf.

Tuesday, gth—Captait William Hyde
took me to the office in his carriage. In
the afternoon the company moved from
the camp at Wyoming with sixty wagons,
one and a half miles, and were organ-
ized with Wni. Hyde as captain, John L.
Smith chaplain, and 5. Neslen assistant
chaplain, A. Ross commissary. Sev-
eral were sick with diarrheea. Captain
Hyde spoke to the company and | {ol-
lowed a short time.

We kept on traveling, making only a
few miles per day in order that some
wagons irom Wyoming might overtake
us, who wished to travel in company.

Sunday, 14th— An express reached us
from the office at \Wyoming, not to pass
a certain station until Captain Swow's
conipany overtook us, AS we were to
iravel in company, owing 1o Indian raids
reported. We heid meeting in camp;
four persons were buried ioday. We
are waiting as patiently as possible.

Wednesday, I7th—Brother Snow’s
company arnved 1n the evening.

Oun the 24th we traveled eight mlles
over bad roads, and lay by for some re-
pairing. [ baptized the remainder of
the Holland company and confirmed
them, sevenieen persons that we had no
opportunity of baptizing before leaving
Rotterdam, but were ready.

As the routine ol camp travel is so
much alike I can only menton a few
prominent poims.

Wednesday, 3:1st—On account of In-
dian depredations on the route, we trav-
eled in double file, fifteen mules today,
and camped near the Platte river.

Saturday, September Ioth—Brother
Joseph A. Young, with a few others,
started ahcad to have teams and provi-
sions; started from Salt Lake City to
meet the companies that were late. We
are now tnree hundred and sixty eight
miles irom Wyoming.

On the 12th we crossed the Platie
river.

On the 3joth we drove sixteen miles
and camped on North Platte.

Saturday, October 1st--Crossed North
Platte. On Sunaay, the 2nd, there were
three inches of snow.

On Tuesday, the 14th, we met two
wagons and sixteen yoke of oxen from
Salt Lake Ciiy, to assist the Church
tralns: lour yoke remained with us, the
rest continued with Brother Snow’s com-

any.
f Fixday, 7th—At Bitter Creek the over-
land stage passed us this morning going
to Salt Lake City. Apostle George (.
Cannon and ). W. Young were passeu-
gers.

Saturday, $th—Met two wagons and
thirty-three bead of oxen to heip up ihe
trains.

Tuesday, 11th—Two mule leams ar.
rived, loaded with provisions for the
trains. This comes timely, as we have
issued our last rations.

Wednesday, October 12th—By request

of Captain Hyde I put my things into a
return valley team and started for Salt
Lake City, to make some arrangements
for the disposal of our company, on ar-
rival,

Saturday, r5th—Camped three hours
at Bridger.

Monday, 27th—Drove to Coalville.

Tuesday, 18th—Drove to Wm. H.
Kimbal!'s ranch; here 1 came across the
overland mail agent, Mr. Bromly, who
offered me a passage to Salt l.ake City
in his buggy.

Wednesday, 1gth—-Mr. Broniley drove
to Bishop Hardy’s and took hreakfast,
and then drove to the Histozian Office,
where | met my brother George A, at
the gate. He accompanied me to Presi-
dent Young’s office, who welcomed me
warmlyand said: *Now you return home
all right; go and see your family, they
are all right.”” Brother George A. went
with me.

So I returned to my home in Salt Lake
City, warmly welcomed by all, alter an
absence of four years and twenty-four
days.

Saturday, 22nd—I visited the Presi.
dent’s office and talked over aflairs as to
the best disposition to be made with the
emigrants, that they might be housed
and obtain labor.

On Sunday, the 23rd, I attended
meeting at the Tabernacle, and was
called to the stand, and spoke for
half an hour. Spent the most of the
balance ot the month in assisting our
company in obtaining rooms and labor
and getting them as comfortably lo-
cated at possible.

Very respectiully,
Jonn L. SMITH.

THE NEW ZEALAND MISSION.

AUOKLAND, New Zealand,
February 20th, 1885,

The many readers of your valusble
payer may e interested to heura few
lives from this far-of! land.

More thap six montbe ago Elders
were calied to re-open a Gospel feld in
the city of Auc¢kland. Foreeven or
elght years but incldental meelings
nad been held there and they were
pever of & publlo character. There
was once a braoeh of the Church
there coneisiing of BIEly or sevenly
mensbers, presided ever by a local
Elder, under the direot preaidenoy of
an Elder from Zlon. Most of these
Saints have since emigrated te Dtah,
8o that now there are but about twently
jeit wbo once belonged to the branoh
apd they are widely eoattered.

The titst labor of the Elders was to
find these if possible. In thls they
suooeeded fairly well nod now regular
meuetings are held with the Saints and
every Bunday evenlng with the publio.
Thotigh at firsi there wrea vlrong apirit
of prejudice againsttbhe unpopular seot,
through the hlessiogs of Jehovah
mueh of this bas been sllayed and
the brethren have many good friends
iothe city. Witk their limited means
they have rented chezp halle, and
sucking to be guided by divine jnspir-

ation they bave taupght those
who would come (o listen, the
GGoupel of the Lord Jegus.

Visiting with the people nnd distrinut.
ing tracts bave ocoupied much of thelr
me. Thelr labors have nut heen ex-
olustvely in Auckland, but smal) towns
ln the country have also been visiled

and the plan of redemption tsught to

—
——

the people. It bae been s sowlog amg.
son. Bowe of the seed, Wwe trust, hpg
tallen in prodactive soll, the barveat of
whiob ere long we shail reap.

Oan the nlght of Februsary 2, 1893
after all natmre was husbed in tpe
silence of night, four humble Elde“a
scgompanied by one whose earpest
rosearches had resulted ju a lhorough
conviction of the truthfulness of Mor-~
monism, wended their way the
lonely ocean. Thera they koelt upop
the sand Bod frmplored the approval ¢
Jebovah oo tbesacred ordinance the
were about to perform. The Wllte{
then jed the candidate lnto the brjg
teep and in the name of the F‘alh.g,ir:r
Son and Holy Ghost immereed him fgp
Ltie remiveion of his sins. What feel
inga of joy fiilerd their bosoms ag tha-

baptized exolaimed, “*Thank
1w e dope!” Immediately Goadr,_
tar the baptism, they all

wathered round their brother and Preg
ndent Qardoer was mouth in Oouﬂrm:
ing bim & member of the Churgh of
Jesus Christ of Liatter-1ay Bainte, ap,g
s«aling upon him the gift of the Hgj
Ghost. Thus owe of the noble sopg uyt'.
God was added to the fold of Chyjg
aod they feel to thuuk GGod for lhh;
ruapifestation of His approval of theiy
labors. 1f they may be allowed to
judge by the spirit manifested by somme
they bave much cause to belleve thaf
vthers will acon follow.

Toe bealth of the brethren hag gen-
erally been good, and they have been
n the perfeot enjoymeut ot theirlaporg
God blesses thore who sre diligent yo
hia work and crowns their eftorta wity,

-] AUCOeES.

For the past few months they have
been looking forward with pleasurenb]a
antiolpations to the arrivuel of the tige
when the anoual con'erence of the
poythern part of the wiesion would pe
held at Kawa Kuawa, Bay of Islands,
A Hui {(confereunce) in "Mnorldom’;
means much to the Eiders. Conneoted
with it are friendly meetings npnq
cheerful greelinxs. Ollen ue sirangers
they meet, but the spirit of brotherly
love 80 prevalent smongstl our brethren
soon hanishes every strange leeljp
and a peemtng long scquaintance ig
soon formed. What beartfelt hang-
shuker! How the countenance beamg
with joy when they olasp the hapd of
true Iriendebl) !

Un the evening of Feb. 4, a compuuy
of s8ix, Inoludiog President Gardper
bosrded the stesmsblp Wolllogton’
aud at 10180 snileu for Whangarel. The
raln Was pouring dowun 1nl0rrents, the
res was rolling high and matters geDn-
erally put on u rather zloomy mepeot.
Noneot the boys werv expert saliora
and one afier another could be beard
anxiously oalling tor bis *‘tlg.” This
cnli wae soon foflowed by piteous
groane snd siokiug sighs. A sleep
bad fled and throughout the long
night could be beard the familisr pes
song **heaving Jobpah.!? A Bympa-
thiziog friend occasionally came and
sgked the sick bow they wore fesling.
How holiow and atterly devoid of con-
sejatioo was such a question when

ithoy could plainly bear thut every

atrain would seem to be the lasi! A bout
3 u'clook a.m., they landed at the
Whangsarel wharl where, alter waitlng
half an hour tney hoarded the train for
Hikurapgi. Here they were met with
two buggies by a Brother Finlayson
who conveyel them to bis byme, a dja~



