
THE DESERET NEWS
DISCOURSE

by presidePreil dentnt larl ham youngyoun tabernacle feb-ruary lt 1857

REPORTED BY geoCEO D WATT

let the congregation be as still as possible
I1 wish to occupy a time in speaking to

loiyoioi and I1 am not able to talk with the ease that
1 could wish for my health hasbaa for some time
obliged me to confine myself pretty closely to my
rooms this is the first time thathat I1 have walked
toso fartar as to come to this tabernacle sincesince the
1

unaiunal of Jedejedediahdiali M grant my bodily afflic-
tions would not permit me to walk much and
he y aloalsoaio stilstillI1 hinder my efforts in speaking or ex

cresing I1 have been troubled this winter as
aretire many inin this high altitude withwilh a rising of
thetile blood tofo thathe head that is what is troubling
wetoe this morning insomuch that I1 hardly felt ablabiableabie
to get heehate

aided by the faith and prayers of the saintsstints I1
will endeavor to speak so that you can hear me
and to edify you according to the best of my
ability

I1 have a great desire to teach people the way
cf life and salvation I1 have been occupied in that
labor for many years it has been my chief busi-
ness to instruct thebe inhabitants of the earth how
beyfleyhey can secure unto themselves eternal life ane
moremoore I1 become acquainted withwilh the principles per-
tainingw to salvation and the more strictly I1 ad-
here to them the moremare I1 attach to
them

ifif I1 do not always llewliew people as they rereallyallyaily
are yet I1 see tham partially as they are perhaps5

as looking through a glasglasss darkly and in the
i ision of my mind looking at this people called
ietterletterL itter day saints and leaving out tiletua residue of
the inhabitants of tletite earthearthy to give vent to my
understanding I1 could cry aloud and weep before
the lord it appears to me that very many inin
theirheir tinderlinder standings

11 ace eding to the past con-
duct of lleilethelie pipeopleopleopie leminaleav i 0 it the presentreijotooI1 jo muc litiehue brute beasts or01 like the door on itsis
lorahinges wah h opens and as it is acted upon

nd is inan ibleibie this app ars to be the situa-
tion of some of the pearilfearilsome imesraes b 3 seems biange and inconsistent

that mankind a e organized to receiveand contcon mipmiewipti to receive an that receiving one
factfact inin tleinetie wllalfunderstandingbstanding doeldoci not deprive them
in the lealeoleatt of receiving another there Is no
heathen nationdalon but what expeap ati their posteritytj improve init alldil thehe knowknowledgeletize they possess and
ahatthat is wedmedm ed by the pereusppireus but the chris-
tian

chris-
tt ian nnatio isiiii with we have been associatedboatboa t of thea intelligence suppose that they are
exhibiting great knowledgeknowing and that it towers to
theibe heavens and expect their children to improve I1

111 i all the arts and sciences in their possession
when people have lleiletiialie pprivilegelege of securing to

themselves eternal exaltation when the words of
eternal life are given to them what a pity it istntthat they do not underunderstandstand how liable they are to
fall out by the wayway and that tillsthis iis necessary in
ins1113 statee of probation place before some persons

thatat theintheirI1 ear appetites crave and require and
they will forsake every other tilingthing even their best
friends they will contend against their best
friends and benefactors in olerorder to glutgiut their aap
pe tiestiles when I1 look at this leopla to say notnoth-
ingin about any people but the latter day saintsif I1 have a correct understanding some few ofthem look to me to be michmuch like what we callbrute beasts the people are instructed from
thair youth that there is no end to their learningtiietileaney

liers
are taught by their parents anaand by their

teacherste that they can continue to learn that heythey
canran store uptip knowledge treasure up the wisdomof the world and never see the time althoughthey shall live to the age of MetAletmethuselahbugeiahusela or olderolderbut what they can add to their store of knowleknowltknowledgedgeewhen I1 apply these principles to the lailatterterday saints it would seem that when they are
once filled when they are onceonre fed upon the
words of eternal life until their souls are satis-
fied they conclude that thattint meal will last forever they think they will never require anyaryrmore and so they become empty faint wariergarled
dull stidstupid andana before they are aware of itthey needne a spirit of reformation they need a
fiellif festiresti manifestation of the power of ga to stir
thamthemtham uplip and waken hemthim out of their sleep
itto0 remove the scales from their eyes to arouse
them from their lethargy and when again awa-
kened they begin to see that they have bpckbf en

food then they can that theyhave neglected thetiie more weighty matters I1 askteilie latter day saints is such the case Is13 ittrue that adv of the elders of israel with their
wives and childrenchild en neglect the thinthinslungss of god and
turn to inthe paltry corruptible things of earth andlt their aaaaft egions and feelings be I1attracted fromfromhoylo10 Y erincprinc lilesile 3 and placed on objects ofor no mo-
mentn en I1 you can answer lhhis qiquestionestion at yourpouryour
leimyre e

you that seesep and understandundemandwand bilingsthings as they are
YOUouiovi who caucan b din the v lions ofor eleternitytern ityits whose
iliin Is soaroar doft to thingsbilingsI1 beyond this vale oftars bow chdo s it appear to you DJda you feel
as hough youvou canran weep ooverourverser the people wheth-
er you d arnot that isis my felinffeelingelin to observe
for wilawhai titiffinn i g things41 wenwea andavd women will turn
away firu tilethe spirit of the holy gospel aftertravelin a f w loindredhundred nadesniiles with perhaps a
few littlon jaislaisi alsalg to pass through stick as being
pe flexed w th wild cattle in their team mis

losses and thythey thirst thirsthirst greed
i y for tuetletie vain andana foolish things of the world
oidold0aidid neglenealineglectet thathe spiritS iriterit and principles of the holy
gospel it haslas billeakilled them spspiritually to pass
I1through those sosorrowssoi rowskrows privaprisaprivationsprivationtio and trialsyou mayn

lisurei ponder these ideas in your lielleheartsarts at
your leisure suchsach conduct Is13 oneoie of the
astonato lisilsliing thinathingss to me that ever I1 have exper-
ience

experi-
enced or belibellbeheldeldeid yet I1 havehav reasons for thinking
filatilat I1 understand the natural causes why the
I1 popieodleonie arearc as lifeythe are

I1 floweredflit ered myself years ago that whoever
embraced the doctrine of lvalionsalvationsa would so live
usas lato entereuter in at tilethe gatgate in this howey

er I1 havehard been mistaken if we this day had
ccongregated0 1i tilathe vast multitudes that have taken
uponii them the name 0of christ that havehare entered
into the new and everleverieverlastingastinoastina covenant to serve
theae lord our god those wiowho have embraced the
gospel of salvation that has been revealed through
llisfilslisils prophet and seer in the last days and then
selected out those who still st iud firm in thetile
faith you would gadhad that but a portion of
the vast congregation had kept the faith far the
greatest number would be on the left hand if you
were to inquire of them individually after you
heard tileilia gospel believed and embraced it did
you think you would ever leave the faithfalth every
mailman and woman would reply no no I1 will be-
lieve and obey until deathdeatle no power on earth
hallshall deprive me of the blessings of thathe gospel that
I1 hwehave embraced for it I1 have sacrificed my all 1

again would not thousands that havehare forsa-
ken their fathers mothers children or compan-
ions for the sake of thetile gospel but are new en-
veloped in the spirit of the world when oraskedked
whether they know this gospel to be true reply
we believe itilandand when asked whether joseph

smith was a prophet reply we believe it ask
suchinch persons why theytiley do not gather with tilethe
saints and the ten thouthousand obstacles thatwould
be presented would tower up like mountainsmountain and
keep them from gathering ask them why they
do not pay their tithing and they havohayo ten thou
slisiraundaindia excuses and reasons to render inquire whwhyYthey do not do somethingsome thillg for tha gospel andabd in-
struct them if they cannot pay their tithing nor
gather withwilli the saints to go and preach to their
neighbors and they will say to you 400 my neigh-
bors are pretty well off they are good people
herohere are the methodists baptists presbyteriansrians
etc and they aregoodare good people and I1 really do not
feel it my duty to preach to themthern where are
such persons they are iala darkness they havellave
apostatized aneAntanetheranotherther great class you will find
have come out iinn open rebellion to the faith to
those principles they once testified they knewku e w
to be true and that too by tilethe power of tthelieholy ghost

now leave that vast multitude and come to
this place hereherm is the gathering of the peopleample
here is tilethe carcass and tilethe eagles gather to thistilis
place here they are by thousands and scores of
thousands look through this vast multitude bsbe
fore me and through ththo inhabitants of this terr-
itory and then go to theilia united states and to
Beurope andanduhathe islands of the sea and ggathergitheraher up
all who s to be latter D ly saints and howflow
many of them are there init thetha way to enter into
the straight gate flow many are going to be
crowned with the gods you will all admit that
this is a liardhard question to answer do you think
one half of them will enter in at tilethe straight gate
dasfaspass by the angels and thetile gods and receive a ce-
lestialest ialtat exaltation I1 pray theythiv may even ifit I1 do
not believe so

Is there any person deprived of this privilegelegagano not one has thetha lord cast an obstacle iuin
the way ofor any individual to deprive him of the
privilege of being exalted no not one but ev-
ery thing that coulcouldI1 be dons has been donodone eveyevery
provision that could be mademaje haslias been made eve-
ry lawhw that could be instituted to encourage and
elevatealevato the people to increaseincreasecreasa their faith their
knowledge their understanding and to lead them
to life andaud salvation the lord has brought to this
people then tilethe lord is not to blame are
angels to blame are they hindering thetile pedpeo-
plep e no are thetile spirits of tilethe just casting
stumblingblimbilm blocks before the people or tying theirthein
hands or turning them away from the right pathno

do you think that one half of the people
walk up to everyesery known duty are so doing and
laboring that they are in the straight and nar-
row path that leads to the lives answer this
question at your leisure yet every person
will acknowledge th-atthat every thing the lord
could do for our salvation hashis been done all
heaven is anxious that the people should be
saved the heavens weep over the people be-
cause of their hardheartednesshard heartedness unbelief and
slowness to believe and act

you have been taught all the adlongday longiong that
you are in a world of sin you have been
taught all yourYO ur lives that the seeds of sin are
sown iinn your mortal bodies youon have been
taught that the spirit barrethbarru againsta ainest the
flesh and the flesh against the spiritspirlpt that the
spirit of every man and woman that gets into
the celestial kingdom must overovercomecome the flesh
must war against the flesh until the seeds of
sin that are sown in the flesh are brought into
subjection to the law of0 christ this has
been taught you from your youth up there
iais not a society in christendom but what hhass
taughttau bt these principles and you have reidareldread
them inin your bibles when you were childrenyour mothers taught you that we werewele in a
world of sibsin and that the enemy of righteous-
ness is all the time ready and watching to
overcome every individual you will reply at
once 4 we believe this doctrine 21 and yet from
day to day from week to week from month to
month ardand from year to year we go on as wowe
have some willsterlsasay 1I did giveg ivelve way to my
evil passion lesterlyeyesterdayy anandd I1 will give way
again todayto daydayl and I1 will let the flesh overcome
the spirit I1 will brbringI1

i my spirit into subjec-
tion to the evil passion andan evile ia influences that
thetle enemy of christ has sown in the human
system I1 will let my tongue aspeaspeakI1x justj u st what
it pleases I1 will rail out against my nneighbore
when I1 get mad I1 will blaspheme I1 will de-
ceive my brother or my neighbor and thus
they blingbring the spirit into subjectionsubjectjaonilon to the
flesh until the lord almighty will withdraw
the light of truth from those individuals and
they are left if not to apostatiseapostatize to deny jo-
sephsepsap li aaas a prophet jesus christ as the savior
and to esteem holy writ and all the revelations
from god as a burlesque they are left in the
dark to welter in sorrow in the flesh and in
the spirit world they never can be exalted

Is it then any marvel that those who dwell

in the heavens should weep over the people
do youyoa wonder now that the prophets used to
weep over the people in ancient times that
joseph used to weep over the people in hisbis
day if you do I1 do not

here is a large number of the latter day
saints situated upon the mountain tops and
right before each individual is eternal day or
eternal night eternal light or eternal dark-
ness eternal love or eternal hatred eternal
glory or eternal misery thisibis would want a
great deal of explaining0 to bring it down to
iutkut
yourour capacities so that you can understand
but I1 use one class of these expressions to con-
vey an idea of the opposite of the glory pre-
pared for the very people now before me the
lord has done every thing behe can do ininjusticejusajusthicetice
and in truth in his mercy and in his long suf-
fering and undresskindness there is nothing he has
neglected in order to put into the possession
of this people power to secure to themselves
eternal day eternal peace instead of eternal
misery eternal gloryglor I1 happiness beauty
power exaltation excellencyncy aniland every good
chingarethingare prepared for the elders that now sit
before me to enter into the jirepresencesence of the
father and the son where they could be ex-
alted sit with the gods be crowned with im-
mortality and eternal lives become lee ffathersathers
not only of many nations but of an enessendless pos-
terity be the framers not only of a kingdom
but of an endless chain of kingdomskin nothing
more can be done than what lashashashab been done

how many of those now looking on me will
order their lives so that they will secure to
themselves eternal happiness and exaltation
do you think that one half of this congrega-
tion

congre a
will answer that question I1 pray that

they may mwhetherdiether I1 felleteb eliere it or not
do you see people neglecte lectelect their eternal wel-

fare A feeling prevaprevailsif9 with some that 1 we
dod 0 notnot know thesethe se things we have not seen
these things we do not understand that there
is a prepared for the faithful we do
not understand that there is a place prepared
for those that are unruly those that disbelieve
those that neglect the truth and the gospel
when put in their possession we dodoi not
know anything about these things Is this
so what do you say brethren and sisters
have you seen the father and the son do
you know where they live cro0 no haveilav
you seen the courts of glory hapehavehave tileythey beebeen11

openedbened to your view 1100 no what next
theh spirit of unbelief takes place inin your
hearts the enemy the evil that is in the
world that bhasas caused the trouble sorrow and
perplexity is with yoyouU is your constant com-
paniondaniondanlon and is continually suggesting that you
nowknow nnothingthing about these things consequently
without the utmost care and exercise of faith
and close application in life of the require-
ments of heaven you are left to drink into the
spirit of infidelity

in this manner people are left in darkness
do not understand the things of god neglect
heirtheir salvation and ggo groveling and feeling

their way through this world withouti t a ray
of light to shine on their path hoping11 0 ng that
there is a god and if there is blatthat hehe will be
merciful to them thinking that if there is14 a
heaven they want to go there if therothere is such
a character as a savior they hope hislits blood
will atone for their sins and if there are anany
anchsich beings as angels they hope they will PINpick
them up tyby and byee it resolves itselfstielf to this

if there is a god 0 be merciful to me you
do not know do yeuyou 0 no we cannot real-
ize it

let me ask you a question before I1 proceed
furtherurther how did you feel when the spirit of
the gospel first entered into your hearts when
the light of the gospel first shone on your un-
derstandingderders landing had youyon any such feelings then
within youyoo had you any doubts how did
you talk when you first rose to testify that the
book of mormon was true that joseph was a
true prophet that this work was of god that
the lord almighty ehasthas revealed himself in
these our days had you any doubts no
I1 could not help bearing testimony to those
things I1 was so full of light and peace did
yonyou0 n hate anybody at thatthai time no I1 washllhiirilfilled1 ed with peace and union I1 loved god and
all the works of his hands there was no
aangernger inmalicealiceaiice or wrath in me do you ffelfeiel
so80 now manyoldianyBlany of you would tell me no 71

have you abode in that spirit and feeling0you will answer norunorvno
you say within yourselves 111I believe thetho gos-

pel I1 believe the lord has revealed tilethe truth con-
cerning himself concerning thetile son concerningconcerniu
angels salvation eternal exaltation etc I1 atad
iniepill all this to be true then you have to admit
that we are organized to inherit all glory power
and excellency to be filled withith eternal salvation
andarid exaltation and tp become the sons of god as
the apostle says to be gods even tilethe sons of
god fathers who shallshail endure and whose pos-
terity shau never end though thetile apostle turn-
ed thetile point very quick lecausebecause the people wereivere
not prepared to receive it you admit theethleth fact
that we are expressly for thetho purpose
of beinbeing exalted with the gods

you have the words of eternal lifelifo in your pos-
session what next take your own philoso-
phy if I1lainiainam and capacitated to receive
this glory and thistin s exaltation I1 must be the friend
of himflim who haslias brought me forth and instituted
this exaltation foforr me I1 must not be liishis enemy
at any time again you say we areore organized
to become gods even sons of god to act
independently you expect to the time
whenbhea you will havellave at your control worlds
on worlds if your existence endures take
abraham for instance you can read thetho prom
isaiss madamade to him fuldand again to jesus now
say you we are to have kingdoms thrones prin-
cipalities powers dominions etc can you
reid it in this book this is thetile old and naw
testament which you and I1 were taught from
our youth to believe la13 the woiworwoldwordd of gagodod if I1

am to receive these blessings I1 will babe an inde-
pendent character like those who dwell in eter-
nity if tinsthis isu the case let medausememo pause for a mo-
ment and use my own natural philosophy how
cancall I1 droveprove myself thetilo friend of god who has
placededallallali this glory within my rtrachach unless hlahia
influences ireare from me to seesea wheth-
er or not I1 will be huflit friendanfn nd at the time when
youou receive thetile greatest blessings by tilethe manifes-
tations of theilia power and spiritsprit of god immedi-
ately theilia lord may leave youou to0 o yourselves that
you may prove yourselves worthy of this exalta-
tion multitudes onoil theilia right and onoil the left
when thisthia spirit and power are withdrawn from
them sink into unbelief and do notsuot know wheth-
er there is a god or not ask them what did
you realize and experience 5 yesterdayesterdahlesterdayl the re-
ply isis 111 I do not know anything about it I1 can
see this house I1icanleancan see the sun I1 can seecee menmeu
and women but I1 can say no moremorey do you
believe what youou believed esteblesterdayesl erday 111 I do not
know

can a manroan be exalted upon any other principleprin1 C i I1

when menman are left to themthessellthemselvesselasellyeivei it isis thethen te-etheythety
manifest by salinesaying and feeling 1 I
am the friend of god 1 do tillall people realize
that itif they liddidiidild let mem tell voum they would
clingning fistfatt to their integrity when the mind of a
righteousleous manmail isis becloudedcloudedbe by darknessdarknes when hahe
does norlo10 know the first linchincabiline about tilotile religion
he believesbelibell evea inin it isis becanbeeanbecauses 4 1the vailvilvii is dropped toso
that behe may act on lleileliethe organization of hisins own
individual kersonpersonperson whichwinch is calculated to be as inin-
dependent as the gods inin the end when you
are fully aware of unsuna thelithen youou are ready 40 13laxlayy
downdown your lives for thetile cause ofif god and for hishus
people if youou act on yourjour own integrity andard
philosophy

one of ththe8 greatest9 greatest rialstrials that ever came on
he smsan otof god when lie was inin thehe tiehile S 1 upon

that moanroan whom we hold as our haviorsaviorlorlon was
when the mob had him inin their possessionqbassionsAs sion they
spitpit on himluaa scourgedurged hiohim mocmockednce

I1 him and maderoade
a wreath of thornsthoras and placed it upon his head
and I1 will that it was so placed on I1hs

beadhead as tolo cause the blood to start and said ilaliato
him here isis yourconr cross 3 ou poor worthlessworthies
scamp take and carry it onto that hillslull for there
wweeareare going t 3 nail vouyoui on lo10 it how would yon
feel in suehsuchlratraa timelime and at that very hour and
moment when this tabernacle erserb
fatherfattier then withdraw and say now my
son I1 will see whether yousouou will prove
worthy or notnol did lielid walk iupp lleileliethe ithillI1 ilelie
iidliddid and carried hefile crosscroos until hehe fainted under

then they took it ard went on and lielleliesumsub-
mitted patientpatiently to tilehe will of lidlibhi fatherlimwill YOyouxou4 susubmitt patiently to the willvill of0 your
father inin the hour cfof darknessdarknes will vouyou say that
yoiyou are the friends of god 0 shamelshame 1it any of
you will nothotsasay so inin the hourbour of darkness take
these litterlatter day saints the elders and
let many of them pass where theythe can hear thebe
name of jesus christ and the name of their fath-
er and god blasphemed and theyhey will pass along
as unconcerned and will nexneineverneierer move a muscle nor
a nervenene of their systems that isis noth ng to
them compared to what it would be to havahavo
their own dear names spokenboken against inin deme
least speak against william john or thomathomas
and then boti5 on will see tilethe fire of resentmentresenreser trient ronselroused1

inin that individual while at thehe same time theytherhey
may be opposed to0 o their fatherfattier and god to their
saviorsavio lo10 thetle PropprophetProhetrhet and to their holy religion
people may scandalizecandalisecandalize asis much asa tilebe
tongue of slander can and not a word said nor
a look of disapprobation given batbut inloytoy dear
brethren those holy men and womenwomen partinpardon meroe
if I1 buibulburlesquelesque the meai tealea a your5 our names are soED
dear to0 o youou that let any one speak a word against
them youou are ata once fortor fight

if 3 ou want to know what you should do when
youlouvou hear a man blaspheme tilethe name of god and
youvousou feel that there are ten thousand million avilsdeidev lilill
around you to see whether you will be for youryour
religion knock down the manmat that blasphemes
anasiand saysly euhiffif I1 cannot pray I1 can fifehtht for my
religion and my god when you are inin darknessdarknessnesi
isis tthehe time for youon to exhibit your integrity aldard
to prove that you are the friends of him who bashashaafaa
called youi ou to this glory and eternal life

do you5 ou want to know howww to pray inin your5 ourcur fami-
lies I1 havehathai e told youi ou a treatgreat many timeshow to do
when yonyou5 ou feel as thoughthong youou have notno a particle of
the spirit of prayer with you5 on get your wives and
youri our children I1togethercgether kocllock the door so that none
of them will gmghet out and get down on your knees
and if you feelfiel as though youou want to swearwear and
fight keepleep on yourour knees until they are pretty
well wearied saying here I1 am I1 will not
abuseabue mymx creatorcleator nor myiny religion though I1 feel
like helihell inside but I1 will stavstay on my knees until
I1 overcomeovercouecone these devils around me that will
provebruve to me that youou are the friend of god that
you are filled with integrity this is goodcooj for
every person to practise inin the hour of trial andani
darkness say 1111I1 am theilia friend of god and ifit
youyon abuse him I1 shall abuse youou this isis what
abraham u ed to do ilehe would take hisins servants
and go outoat once inin a while and chastise the poor
miserable characters that ridiculed the priesthoodPriespriesthoodtholthod
that was on him

here are the people that saycay ibeethey are latter
day saints now if youou can understand yourounour
own position you will knowknow perhaps bettebetterbowhow
to deal withnith yourselves and control ourtyourselvesourielveselver
how to bring into subjection your own dispositionsdispo sitsif ionslons
your passions appetites andarid willswilla and let the
spirit of truthI1 t11bee lordlonI1 liashas given youou commence
and conquer and overcome little by little until
you5 ou naingain the mastery ia11 the spirit this pre-
pares thehe tabernacle for a resurrection and eternal
life you cannot inherit eternal life unless jourjoun
appetites arearc brought inin subjection to the spspiritrit
bathat livesilves within 5 spirit which our fatherfalhen

inin heaven gave I1 mean the fatherfattier of soutsourour spirits
of hoethose spirits which lie has put into these tab-
ernacles

ab
erneraclesacles itthee tabetabernaclemaclemacie must be broubroughtht in sub-
jectionebion to thehe spirit perfectly or 5 our bodies can-
notno t be ralsraisraiseded to inherit eternal life ifit they do
cccomeline forth the must dwelldv elleil inin a lower kirlkirtkingdomdom
seek diligently until youyoaaj brin all into subjection
to theshe law of christ


