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DISCOURSE
By President Young, Tabernacle, Feb-'

ruary lst, 1857,

————

[REPORTED BV GEO, D. WATT.]

Let the congrezation be as still as possible.

I wish to-occupy a shoit time in speakinz to
‘o, and I am not able to talk with the ease that

conld wish, for my health has for some time
obliged me to confine myself pretty closely to my
rooms.  This is the first time that I have walked
60 far as to come to this Tabernacle, since the
bunal of Jedediah M. Grant. My bodily afflic-
tions would not permit me to walk much, and
they also still hinder my efforts in speaking or ex-
ercising. 1 have been troubled this winter, as
are many in this high altitade, with a rising of
the blood fo the head; that is what is troubling
tae this morning, insomuch that I hardly felt able
to get heve, -

Aided by the faith and prayers of the Saints, 1
will endeavor 1o speak so that yon ean hear me,
agg{_itn edify you according to the best of my
sbility,

I have a great desire to teach
of life and salvation; I have baen occupied in that
labor for many years, It has been my chief busi-
ness to instruet the inhabitants of the earth how
they can secure unto themselves eternal life. The
more I become acquainted with the principles per-
taining to salvation, and the more strictly I ad-
h;re lo them, the more importance I attach to
them. i

If I do not always view people as they really
are, yet I see thgm partially as they are, perhaps,
as looking throngh a glass darkly, and in the
vision of my mind, looking at this ple called
Latter Day Saints, and leaving out the residue of
the iuhabitants of the earth, to give vent to my
understanding, I conld ery alond and weep before
the Lord. It appears to me that very many, in
their inderstandings, according to the past con-
duct of the people, leaving out the present,.are
too mueh like brute beasts, or like the door on its
hinges, which opens and shuts as it is acted npon,
and is insensible. This appears to be the situa-
tion of some of the peoyl -

Sometimes this seems strange and inconsisient,
knowiig that mankinl are organized to receive
and continue to receive, and that receiving one
fact in the understanding does not deprive them
in the least of receiving another. There is no
heathen nation but what expects their posterity
to improve 1n all the knowledze they possess, and
that is required by the parents. But the Chris-
tian nations with whom we have been associated,
boast of their intelligence, suppose that they are
exhibiting great knowledge and that it towers to
the heavens, and expect their children to improve
In all the arts and sciences in their possession,

When people have the privilege of securing to
ihamselw}-s eternal exaltation, when the words of
clernal life are given to them, what a pity it is
that they do not understand how liable they are to
fall ont by the way, and that this is necessary in
this state of probafion. Place before some persons
that which their appetites crave and require, and

_ forsake every other thing, even their best
friends. They will contend against their best
friends and benefactors, in order to giut their ap-
petites. When I look af this peoplz, to say noth-
Ing about any people but the Latter Day Saints,
if T have a correct, understanding, some few of
them look to me tobe much like what we call
brute beasts. The people are instructed, from
their youth, that there is no end to their learning.
Taey are taught by their parents and by their
teachers that they can continue to learn, that they
can slore up knowledge, treasure up the wisdom
of the world, and never see the lime, although
they shall live to the age of Mathusela or older,
but what they can add to theirstore of knowledge.

When I apply these principles to the Latter
Day Sawts, 1t would seem that when they are
once filled, when they are once fod upon the
words of eternal life until their souls are satis-
fied, they conclude that that meal will last for
ever. 1hey think they will never regnire ar
more, and so they become empty, faint, wearied,
dull, stupid, and before they are aware of it
they need a spirit of reformation; they need a
fresh manifestation of the power of Gad to stir
them up and waken them out of their sleep,
to remove the scales from their eyes, lo arouse
- them from their lethargy. . And when again awa-

kered, they begin to see that they have been
without food; then they can realizs tha! the
have neglected the more weighty matiers. | asﬂ
the Latter Day Saints, is such the case? [s it
true that any of the Elders of Israel, with their
wives and children, neglect the things of God and
turn to the paltry, cosruptible things of earth, and
let their affections and feelings be attracted from
holy principles and placed on objeets of no mo-

P
:ngnl; You can answer this question at your
lejsure,

You (Lat see and understand
you who can oblain the visions of eternily, whose
minls soar aloft {o things beyona this vale of
tears, bow does it appear to you? Do you feel
a3 though you can weep over the people? ' Wheth-
T you do onot, that is my feeling, To observe
for what trifling things men and women will turn
away from the spirit of the holy gospel, alter
fraveling a few Liundred miles with, perha s, @
few little trials to pass through, sich as eing
perplexed with wild cattle in their teams,with mis-
fortunes and losses; and they thirst, thirst greed-
iy for the vain ana foolish things of the world,
and neglect tha Spirit and principles of the holy
gospel. It hLas l‘(‘illeﬂ. them spiritnally to pass
through those sorrows, rivations, and trials,—
You may ponder these ideas in qour hearts, at
vour leisure. Such conduel i3 0:1e of the most
asteishing things to me that ever I have experi-
enced, or beleld; yet I have reasons for thinl;ei
that I understand the natural
people are as they are.

[ flt'ered myself, years ago, that whoever
einbruced the doctrine of salvation would so live

s to enler in et the straight gate, in this, howev-

people the way

things as they are,

causes why the

|

“Europe and-the Islands of the sea, and gather
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er, [ have beeu mistaken. If we this day had
congregated the vast multitudes that have tsken
upoa them the name of Christ, that have enterad
into the new and everlasting covenant to serve
the Lord our God, those who have embraced the
gospel of salvation that has been revealed through
his Prophet and Seer in the last days, and then
selected out thoss who still staud firm in the
faith, you would find that but a small portion of
the vast congregation had kept the faith; far the
greatest number would be on the left hand. If you
were 1o inquire of them individually, ‘after you
heard the gospel, believed, and embraced it, .did

| you think you would ever leave the faith?’ every

muan and woman would reply, ‘no, no; I will be-
lieve and obey until death; no power on earth
shall deprive me of the blessings of tie gospel that
[ have embraced; for it I have sacrificed my all.’

Again, would not thousands thst have forsa-
ken their fathers, mothers, children, or compan-
ions, for the sake of the gospel, but are new en-
veloped in the spirit of the world, when asked
whether they know this gospel to be trae, reply,
‘we believe it;’
Smith was a prophet, reply, ‘we believe it?? Ask
such persons why they do not gather with the
Saints, and the ten thousand obstacles that'would
be presented would tower up like mountains and
keep them from gathering ~ Ask them why they
do not pay their tithing, and they have ten thon-
sand excuses and reasons to render. . Inquire why
they do not do something for tha gospel, and in-
struct them, if they cannot pay their tithing, nor
gather with the saiats, to go and preach to their
neighbors, and they will say to you, O, my neigh-
bors are pretly well off, they are pood people;
here are the Mathodists, Buptists, Presbyterians,
etc., and they are-good people and I really do not
feel it my duty to preach to them.! Where are
such persons? They are in darkness, they have
apostatized. Ancther great cluss you will find
have come out in open rebellion to the faith, to
those principles they once testified they kuew
to be true, and that too by the power of the
Holy Ghost.

Now leave that vast muliitude, and come to
this place. Hereis the gathering of the peuple;
here is the carcuss, and the eagles gather to this
place; here they are by thousands and scores of
thousands,
fore me, and through the inhabitants of this Ter-
ritory, and then go to the United States and to
u
ull who profess to be Latter Day Saints, and hu£
mauy of them are there in the way to eater ‘into
the straight gate? How many are going to be
crowned with the Gods? You will all admit that
this is a hard guestion to answer. Do you think
one hall of them will enter in at the straight gate,

ass by the angels and the Gode, und receive a ce--

estial exaltation? I pray they may, even if 1 do
not believe so.

Is there auy person deprived of this privilega?
No, not one. Has the Lord cast an obstacle in
the way of auy individual, to deprive him of the

privilege of being exalted? No, not one: but ev-

ery thing that couald be done has been done,every
provision that could be made has been made, eve-

ry law that could be instituted to encourage and

elevate the people, to increase their faith, their
knowledge, their understanding, and to lead them
to life and salvation, the Lord has bronght to this
people. Then the Lord is not to blame. Ars
angels to blame? Are lha}'*hiudariug the peo-
ple? No. Are the spirits of the just casting
stumbling blocks before the peopls, or tying their

I&auda, or turning them away from the right path?
0 &

Do you think that one half of the people
walk up to évery known duty, are so doing and
laboring that they are in the straight and nar-
row path that leads to the lives? Answer this
question at your leisure. Yet every person
will acknowledge that every thing the Lord
could do for our salvation has been don=. Al
heaven is anxious that the people shouald be
saved. The heavens weep over the people, be-
canse of their hard-heartedness, unbelief, and
slowness to believe and act.

You have been taught, all the day long, that
you are in a world of sin; you have been
taught, all your lives, that the seeds of sin are
sown in your mortal bodies; you have been
taught that the spirit warreth against the
flesh and the flesh against the spirit; that the
Spirit of every man and woman that gets into
the celestial kingdom must overcome the flesh,
must war against the flesh until the seeds of
sin that are sown in the flesh are brought into
subjection to the law of Christ. This has
been taught you, from your youth up. There
i8 not a society in Christendom but what has
taught these principles, and you have read
them in your Bibles when you were children.
Your mothers taught you that we wetein a
world of sin, and that the enemy of righteous-
ness is all the time ready and watching to
overcome every individual. Youn will reply at
once, “*We believe this doctrine,” and yet, from
day to day, from week to week, from month to
month, ard from year to year, we go on as we
have. Some will say, “I did give way to my
evil passion yesterday, and I will give way
again to-day, and I will let the flesh overcome
I will bring my spirit into subjec-
tion to the evil passion and evil influences that
the enemy of Christ has sown in the human
system. I will let my tongue speak just what

it pleases; I will rail out against my neighbor; | this exaltation for me;

when I get mad, I will blaspheme; I will de-
ceive my brother, or my neighbor,” and thus
they bring the spirit into sabjection to the
ﬂea{, until the Lord Almighty will withdraw
the light of truth from those individuals, and
they are lelt, if not to apostalise, to deny Jo-
{ as a Prophet, Jesus Christ as the Savior,
and to esteem holy writ and ali the revelations
from God as a burlesque. They are left in the
dark, to welter in sorrow in the flesh, and in
the spirit world they never can be exalted.
1s it, then, any marvel that those who dwell

l\-'—

and when asked whether Joseph !

Look through this vast muliitade be-

in the heavens should weep over the people?
Do you wonder, now, that the prophets used to
weep over the people in ancient times? That
Joseph used to weep over the people in his
daﬁ‘? If you do, I do not.

ere is a large number of the Latter Day
Saints situated upon the mountain tops, and
right before each individual is eternal day, or
eternal night; eternal light, or eternal dark-
ness; eternal love, or eternal hatred; eternal
glory, or eternal misery. This would want a
great deal of explaining, to bring it down to
guur capacities, so that you can understand;

ut I use one class of these expressions to con-
vey an idea of the opposite of the glory pre-

ared for the very people now before me. The
rd has done every thing he can do in justice
and in truth; in his mercy and in his long suf-
fering and kindness there is nothing he has
negiected, in order to put into the possession
of this people power to sécure to themselves
eternal day, eternal peace, instead of eternal
misery. ternal glory, happiness, beauty,
power, exaltation, exbeﬁency, and every good
thing are prepared for the Elders that now sit
before me to enter into the presence of the
Father and the Son, where they could be ex-
alted, sit with the éodu, be crowned with im-
mortality and eternal lives; become the fathers
not only of many nations but of an endless pos-
terity; be the framers not only of a kingdom
but of an endless chain of kingdoms. Nothing
more can be done, than what has been done.

How many of those now looking on me will
order their lives so that they will secure to
themselves eternal happiness and exaltation?
Do you think that one Ealf of this cougrega-
tion will answer that question? I pray that
they may, whether I believe it or not.

o you see people neglect their eternal wel-
fare? A feeling prevails with some that, “we
do not know these things, we have not seen
these things, we do not understand that there
18 a kingdom prepared for the faithful; we do
not understand that there is a place prepared
for those that are unruly, those {hat disbelieve
those that neglect-the truth and the gusp?i
when put in their possession. We do not
know anything about these things.” Is this
80? What do you say, brethren and. sisters?
Have you seen the Father and the Son? Do
you know where they live? <0, no.> Hara
you seen the courts of glory, have they bee!
opened to your view? 0, no.” What next?

he spirit of unbelief takes place in yeour
hearts. The enemy, the evil that is in the
world, that has caused the trouble, sorrow, and
perplexity, is with yon, is your constant com-
Eaniun, and is continually suggesting that you
cnow nothing about these things, consequently,
without the utmest care and exercise of faith,
and close application in life of the require-
ments of heaven, you are left to drink into the
spirit of infidelity.

In this manner people are left in darkness,
do not understand the things of God, neglect
their salvation, and go groveling and feeling
their way through this world, without a ray
of light to shine on their path; hoping that
there is a God, and, if there is, tf\at he will be
merciful to them; thinking that, if there is a
heaven, they want to go there; if there is such
ia character as a Savior, they hope his blood
will atone for their sins; and if there are any
such heim[,;s as angels, they hope they will pic
them up, by and bye. It resolves itself to this,
“if there is a God, O, be merciful to me.” You
do not know, do yeu? 0, no, we cannot real-
ize it.»?

Let me ask you a gunestion, before 1 proceed

pfurtber. How did you feel when the Spirit of

the gospel first entered into vour hearts, when
the ﬁght of the gospel first shone on your un-
derstanding? Had you any such feelings then
within yuu?P Had you any doubts? How did
‘ou talk, when you first rose to testify that the

ook of Mormon was true, that Joseph was a
true Prophet, that this work was of God, that
the Lord Almightyghas revealed himself in
these our days? Had you any doubts? ¢No,
I could not help bearing testimony to those
things, [ was so full of light and peace.” Did
vou hate anybody, at that time? “No. I was
filled with peace and union; I loved God and
all the works of his hands. There was no
anger, malice, or wrath in me.” Do you feel
so now? Many of you would tell me, “no.”
Have you abode in that Spirit and feeling?
Yan will answer, “no=2’

You say within yourselves, ‘I believe the gos-
pel, I believe the Lord has revealed the truth con-
cerning himself, concerning the Son, concerning
angels, salvation, eternal exaltation, ete.; I ad-
mic all this to be true.” Then you have to admit
that we are organizad to inherit all glnry;aruwer.
and excellancy; to be filled with eternal salvation
and exallation, and to become the sons of God, as

the Apostle suys, to be ‘gods, even the souns of |V

God;’ fathers who shall endure, and whose pos-
terity shall never end; though the Apostie turn-
ed the poiut very quick, because the people were
not prepared to receive it. You admit ti® fact
that we are orginized expressly for the purpose
of being exalted with the Gods.

You have the words of eternal life in your pos-
session. What next? Take your owu philoso-
phy; if ITam organised and capacitated to receive
this glory and this exaltation, I must be the friend
of Him who has brought me forth and instituted
I must not be his enemy
al any time. Again, you say, ‘we are organized
to become Gods, even sons of God; to aet
independently.” You expect to s2e the time
whena you will have at your control worlds
on worlds, if your existence eudures. Tuke
Abraham, for instance, you can read the prom-
ise made to him,’and ag«in to Jesus. ‘Now,?
say you, ‘we are to have kingdoms, thrones, prin-
cipalities, powers, dominions, etc.” Can vyou
read it in IEH book? Thisis the Old and Naw
Testameunt, which you and I were taught, from

our youth, to believe is the word of God. 1 1

am to receive these bhlessings I will be an inde-
pendent character, like those who dwell in eter-
nity. If thisis the case, let me pause for a meo-
ment and use my own natural philosophy. How
can I orove myself the friend of God, who has
placed all this glory within my reach, unless hia
influences are withdiawn from me, to see wheth-
er or not 1 will be his friend? At the time when
you receive the greatest blessings by the manifes-
tations of the power and Spirit of God, immedi-
ately the Lord may leave you {o yourselves, that
you may prove yourselves worthy of this exalta-
tion. Maltitudes, on the right and on the lelt,
when this Spirit and power are withdrawn from
them, sink into unbelief and do-not know wheth-
er there is a God, or not. Ask them, ‘what <id
you realize and experience yesterday?' The re-
ply is, ‘I do not know anything about it. 1 can
see this house, I can see the sun, I can see men
and women, but I can say no. more? ‘Do you
believe what you believed yesterday? ‘I do not
know.?

Can a man be exalted upon any other prineipl?
When men are left to themselves it is then they
manifest their integrity, by saying and feeling, “1
am the friend of God.” Do &l people realize
that? If they did, let me tell vou, they would
Eling fast to their integrity. When the mind of a
righteons man is beclonded by darkness, when he
does not know the first thing about the religion
he believes in, it is because the vail is dropped so
fhat he may act on the orgenization of his own
individual person, which is ealeulated to be as in-
dependent as the Gods, in the end. When you
are fully aware of tuis, thefi you are ready to lay
down your lives for the cause of God and for his
people, if you act on your own integrity and
philosophy.

One of the greatost frials that ever came on
the Son of God when he was in the flesh, upon
that man whem we hold as our Savior, was
when the mob had him in their possession. , They
gpit on lum, scourged him, mocked him, and made
a wrealh of thorns and placed it upon his head,
(and I will insure that it was so placed on his
head as to cause the blood to start) and said to
him, “here is vour cross, yon poor, worthless
scamnp, take and carry it onto that hill, for there
we are going 3 nail youn lo it.” How would yon
feel in 3uch a time, and at that very hour and
morment when this tabernacle snffers, should the
Father then withdraw himself and say, “now, my
son, I will see whether you will prove yonurself
worthy or not.” Did he walk up the hill? He
did, and carried the cross until e fainted under
ity then they took it ard went on, and he sab-
milted patiently to the will of hiz Father.

Will you submit patiently to the will of vour
Father, in the hour of darkness? Will you say that
you are the friends of God? O shame! i eny of
you will notsay so, in the hour of darkress. Take
these Latter Day Saints, the Elders of Jsrael, and
let many of them pass where they can hear the
name of Jesns Christ and the name of their Fath-
er and God blasphemed, and they will pass along
as unconcerned, and will never move a muscle nor
a nerve of their systems. That is nothing to
them, comnared to what it would be to have
their own dear names spoken against in (e
least. Speak against William, John, or Thomas
and then yan will see the fire of reser.tment roused
in that individgal; while at the same time the
may be opposed to their Father and God, to their
Savior, 10 the Prophet, and to their holy religion.
Peo may scandalize tliese as much as the
tongue of slander can, and not a word said, nor
a look of disapprobation given. But my dear
bretliren, those holy men and women, ( pardon me,
if I burlesque the idea a little) your names are so
dear {o you that, let any one speak a word agalins®
them, you are at once for fizht.

If you want to know what you should do, when
you hear a man blaspheme the name of God, and
you feel that there are ten thousand miliion devils
aronnd you 1o see ‘whether you will be for vour
religion, knock down the man that blaspheres,
and say, “If 1 cannot pray, I can fizht for my
religion and my God.” When you are in darkness
is the time for you to exhibit your intezrity, and
to prove that you are the friends of Him who bLas
called you to this glory and eternal life. ‘

Do you want to know how to pray in your fami-
lies? 1 have told you, a great many tunes,how to do
when you feel as though youn have not a particle of
the Spirit of prayer with you. Get your wives and
your children together, ock the door so that none
of them will get oul, and get down on your knees;
and if. you feel as thongh you want to swear and
fight, Leep on your knees until they are pretty
well wearied, saying, “Here I am; I will not
abuse iny Creator nor my religion, though I feel
like hell inside, but I will stay on my knees until
I overcome these devils around me.” That will
prove 1o me that you are the friend of God, that

every person to practise in the hour of trial and
darkness. Say, I am the friend of God, and if
oni abuse him, I shall abuse you.” This is what
Abraham used to do. He would take his servants
and go out, once in a while, and chastise the poor,
miserable characters that ridiculed the Prieslmd

people that say they are Latter

that was on him.
Here are the
Day Saints, Now, if you can understand your
own position, you will know, perhaps, better how
to deal with yourselves and control yourselves;
how 1o bring into subjection your own dispositions,
vour passions, appetites and wills, and let the
Spirit of Truth the Lord bas given you commence
and conquer and overcome, little by little, until
you gain the mastery in the spirit. This pre-
pares the tabernacle for a resurrection and eternal
life. You cannot inherit eternal life, unless your
appelites are brought in subjection to the spirit

in heaven gave. 1 mean the Father of your spirits,
of those spirits which he has put into these tab-
ernacles. The tabernacle mnst be brought in sub-
jection to the spirit perfeetlly, or your bodies can-
not be raised to inherit eternal hfe; if they do
come forth, they must dwell in a lower kingdom.
Seek diligently, until you bring all into subjection
"to the law of Christ,

that lives within you,that spirit which our Father_

v

you are filled with integrity. This is good for_



