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became more and more anxious to see
mr sage during ourofir long talk the
sowdoor had been slyly opened by his cash-
ler

cash-
ier and again and each time theagain
old manmaa would raise his hand and say

in fifteen minutes ortnin momenta
JI I according to thevinto five minutesminutes at the time As hetellingstotory he wasaemade the last statement the white

mustachedBaustached cashier came in again and
rose and held out histhe old millionaire

hand much as to say the interviewas
was closed As I1 shookhook it I1 said

mr sagebaizejust one namirere question
you are one of the richest men of the
world you have more money than you

your income today isisspendcan ever
widest ambitions of yourbeyondbayond the

youth now wont you tell me why with
all keep on working why

this you
and take a rest and endondontdonitit you retire

joy have madewhat you
replied the old man as his blueah soberly into mine 1 Ilookedeyes know that I1I1 dontdont know why

would I1 fear I1 shouldif I1could stop I1 believe I1 likeikeif I1 liddid sonot live long
than I1 do play my chietwork better is in my work and I1baphappiness today
machinery will go on at thissupposeoppose my

werate as long as I1 live
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THROUGH AN INSANE ASYLUM

MAIDSTONE kent Englan djanjan
found myself in a lunaticLast week I1

asylum which melancholy fact may
mi of my intimate friendsnot surprisearrienrrie somenipped feeling thatthis is how it happened

the readers possiblyyperchance
might like to revel in something really

waistcoatsstraitsensationalsensational in which
oil and something lingering

partprominentpreyed a dismal direthatat a visit to a dark dalip
ajienglishish lunatic asylum might fill ithe

W I1 had hadbad my mind set upon a
10 but on lurtherfurthergoalgood old british

consideration decided inin favor of the
more variety andasylum as more raw materialconsequently

torfor
scope

first class nightmares and thrilling
situations

with this plausible idea inin viewview I1r inin
cited a snortshort epistle to the superintendntenten
dent of the kentkent county asylum at

inclosing my nobler heath
pasteboardboa rd and by return mail was

agreeably gratified to receive a leteth of

which the following is a copy

kent county Asasylumalum dec aist 1896
dear sirsin it wwillill give me great

pleasure to meet you and any friend you

ateke to bring with you I1 have been to
your country twice and met such kind
nessfass there that it gladdens my heart to
metmeet an AmeamericanI1 here and to be able
to do anything for him will you come
inn the forenoon we have lunch at one

sharpharp and can look round the
asylum afterward fix your own time
only kindly let me know one day before-
hand yours very truly

F PRITCHARD aximDAVIES M D
george EF carpenter esq

to say the least of it the answer was
an agreeable surprise so upon aarrivingeving
in maidstone alterr previouslyI1 V dropping
a note myself and companion kendeawended
our way to a pile of buildings situated

upon a hill needless to remarkit rained
it always does rain over here especially on
sundays and holidays despite the fact
that the weather clerk most religiously
and gravely publishes in the morning
papers the tactfact that this days fore-
cast set fair temperature stationary
light balmy winds etc with all this
surfeit of prize competitions puzzles
conundrums etc with which english
weekly literature abounds as a means of
increasing the circulation one often
wonders vownow the greatest writer of fic-
tion of the age viz the weather clerk
has been so neglected and his praise
worthy efforts allowed to go

As remarked heretofore we walked
our host later suggested that we drove
but we scorned the base insinuation as
a mission arys diet is apt to make one
dyspepticwe always make it a point to
walk in fact there is an iridescent charm
connected with splashing through the
mire collecting a goodly supply of
drinking water in the brim of ones four
dollar chapeau and incidentally indulg-
ing in derogatory remarks regarding the

samples of climate one enjoys in the
tight little isle
on approaching our destination we

were confronted by a good solid built
to last stone wall here we halted to
spy out the land for we reasoned in our
innocent childish manner that it be-
hooved us not to enter the portals and
wander around in search of the superin-
tendent two amateur daniels in the
lionslionislion Is den so to speak the sport and
prey of some two thousand designing
sportive inquisitively inclined maniacs
here we observed a young man eyeing
us suspicioussuspiciouslyly so we cornered him de-
spitesev te his edging away calmed hisbis troubl-
ed mind with a morgan no i and asked
to be directed to doctor davies resi-
dence which we found without much
trouble and were ushered into the draw-
ing room where the doctors wife who
has beedonbeen on twycrosstwo cross continent trips
including salt lake city entertained us
till lunch which consisted of fish en-
trees game etc served in the english
I1tylestyle in conjunction with sundry mys-
terious fizzingfizzling amber fluids and havanas
for those who wished to so indulge in
parenthesis whenever any of the boys
indulge in lofty bragging propensities
reregardinggardin the chuck steak they had for
supper atlethe week before last we hope
lessly annihilate them with the aforesaid
menu

after having a good chat on ameamericarica
in general and utah in particular wwee ad-
journedburned to the asylum and I1 must say it
was a most agreeable disappointment
the doctors house stands alonealone within
its own azprprivateate grounds which are boncon-
nected with the asylum grounds by a
gate through the wall we were accom-
panied in our tour of inspection by two
prize skye terriers belonging to the doc-
tor these were imbued with a most
praiseworthy0arthy idea to exterminate all the
cats in the neighborhood for the bene-
fit of the da skye terrier is first
last and all the time a dog that on a
cursory glance resembles an animated
ball of worsted and when in repose is a
never ending diversion for gamblers to
decide which is the wagging and which
the biting end these two aforesaid
cannes gloried in the appellationsappel lations of
nanny and zip and seemed to be great
favorites with the lunatics or patients
as I1 shall henceforth call them further
despite what the author of hard cash
waymay saymy on the let it bb distinctly

understood that the attendants am
cally resent being called I1 keepers 0

upon entering the doctorsdoctorIs private
office we viewed a plan of the place
and found that it extended for two lionbutt
dred acres partrt of it being used as a
farm and borredworked by the patients there
were at the time one thousand sevensevea
hundred patients and two hundred and
twenty attendants the asylum is built
of stone quarried on the estate and is
over sixty years old since doctor
davies took the reins twenty two years
ago he has inaugurated changes doing
away with all brutal restraints such as
hobble chains etc for dangerous
patients surprise baths ingenious coocon
trivances to cool off the ardor of enthy
spastic maniacs by which they are preci-
pitated through the floor into tanks of
ice cold water below etc anyhow the
doctor assured me such avaswas the case
and that he had shown us some of the
worst cases and certainly we saw noth-
ing that smacked of subjection by brute
force

in answer to the question how the
english asylums compared with those
of the united states he declined to ex-
press a decided opinion laughingly remre
lating an incident during his visit to
mentioning one of our largest cities
there he had asked the superintendent
how long he had been in his post six
months was the answer he was
further astonished to find that none of06
the attendants or assistants had been
connected with the place longer than
five months upon requesting a solution
the superintendent informed mmhim that
he propose anyone around his
asylum to know more than he did and
further he was going to be superinten-
dent of that asylum just as long as
cleveland held the presidency I1
laughed and suggested that the ameri-
cans have the monopoly on tall
stories

we looked in on the telephonic ex-
change each of the thirty nine wards
having a telephone and then the
doctor unlocked a door and we were in
one of the wards the head
lady attendant of the ward met us at the
door locking the same after us A
glance at the barred windows revealed
the fact that all retreat was cut off in-
stead of putting my back to the wall and
selling my life deadearlyr I1 gazed compla
bently around jujustlyalze arguing that if
four frail rosy checkedcheekedccheeeekedd pretty young
attendants were safe there that possibly
I1 would be spared to see the valleys of
the mountains once more the atten-
dants look very neat in their blue serge
uniforms broad white cuffs and collars
and starched nurses caps but for a
belt to which is attached a whistle to
summon help one would imagine they
were simply hospital nurses I1 dont
think that a single one of the one hund-
red

bund-
red and six lady attendants was older
than thirty and not one face was in the
least brutal still man isis supposed to hebe
a poor budge of a womanscomans age

the first that strikes one about
an asylum is the painful cleanliness of
the whole institution the stone stair-
ways are whitened to an extent con-
ducive to snow blindness while the
brass work makes one blinkblin As all the
wards are built upon the same plan and
are nearly identical in dimensions and
general get uuppl I1 will describe one whickwhich
will give a fairfair idea of them all the
ward is about one hundred feet lonziong
with windows at stated intervalsintervalsp appo


