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thetax for the support and malinlen-
unce of such schooles shall not exceed
in sny one year four mflls on the
dollar” and then asgke, “*Therelore ls
pot the eix milietax a direct violation
of the law? Whnat evpse e there
iu the Legislature IMmiticg the
tax to four mtlla if the =school hoard
can at pleasure iocrease it to six?” To
the first query I apnswer emphatically
io the negative. The four mille is
used for the specifio purpoee set forth
in tbe law, ‘“‘support apd maibten-
ance.”” But the hoatd has other im-
portant and heavy ohligatione to 4i s
charge in addition to supporling aod
malotainiog the schools, and
the law poilnts ocut lhe way
in which it cap and must be
done. It s iIncumbent that s separate
snonusal levy shall be made to puy in-
terest on bonde was provide for a sink-
ing fund with which to ultimately re-
deem tbe $825,000 jssues now out-
gtapding. The Jaw on Lthe question ja
found o Bection 129,chapter 1Xi1x, page
112, Besslon Liuwa 1894 a.d tends as
followe:

The board of education shall, on or be-
fore the first day of March of oach year,
prepare a slatement and estimate of the
amoubt necessary for the suppor: and
maintenanco of the schools under iis
charge, for tho school year commencing
on the first day of July next thereaflier,
also the amount necessary 0 pay the in-
1etest acerning during such year, or Dot
included in any priot osiimate, on bonds
jssued by sald board, and the amount of
pinking fund necessaty to be collected
during such year, for the payment and
redemption of aaid bondy; * * * pro-
vided, that the tax lor the support and
maintenance of such schoole shall not
exceed in any one yesr four mills on the
dollar upon all taxable property of said
ciLy.

In respoose to the gecond Guestlon,
se Lo what senee there isin the Liegle-
Jature limitiog the tax to four milie i1
thre board can st plessure iocresse js to
six it many be staled tbe board bas not
orcannot at jts pleasure do apything
of the kind. “Anon’ was evidenlly
pot aware of the fagt that there are 1p
reallty two distinet levies as indicuted
above. And even the matier of levy-
ing is not leit with the board, Allit
can do under the law, ls to perform
the plaip, simple duty of ocerti-
fying to the asgsessor Lhe amount necee-
sary for maintenance rnd repaire and
the payment of interest and maklng
sinking tund credit,

Tuhat offliclal must be guided by
the Jaw in the matter of making theee

levies. The bosrd’s certification to
him was aleojutely within legsa)
burunds, belng carefuliy prepared by
ite attorneys, Wililams, Van Cotl &
Butherland—with due regard for any
contingency that might arise,

An to the complsint about Balt Lake
property ownere belng reguired to pay
s total achool tax of eleven mills, 1t
should he borpe ln mind that a very
large proportion of it, under a Terr-
torial law tbat is very unjust, gees to
schools outside the city. No explapation
on this point, perbaps, will make lhe
matter clearer than the following ex-
cerpt from President Dooly's annuul
report:

The territorial aod county achool
taxes pald hy the city for 1884 were
to-wit:

Territoriul tax (3 mills).... $106.152 35

County tax {3 milla),... 70,788 23
Tl cvers rmrvesennsn ...$176,970 58

The board received from the Tarri-

LOTY .0ovaiecianieayantansmmneamome-: 5 44,778 76
The board received from the counly. 63,744 50
b 17, ) . I ) &R

Losa to Balt Lake Cily.........% 76,467 25

Which is equivalent to ahout 45 per cent
of the territorial school snd county
school taxes, or to express it differently,
the board of education of Lhis city re-
celved about 55 per cent of the territorial
school npnd eounty sgchool leviea.

I heartlly endorie ‘“‘Bernard’s’?
viewe wherein he states that the board
should govern its expenditures by iie
legnl income and, if that be 1psuffcient
to acoommodate actizal nee:ds, it 1s not
the board’s fault and it capnot be justly
censured. I am aleo of the opinion
thut my comment on ‘““Anpon’s’’ com-
municativn are sufficiently plain for
both gentlemen to see that the board
hae Dot exceeded itm ' jurisdiction,
It bas a blg guestion with
which to deal. To sucocessfuliy
keep tbe school eyetem in operstion
requires the employment of 230
teacbers whore palaries have been re-
duced until they sre lower thap thove
of any elmilar western city, thirty
janitors and & considerable number of
otber persore. The census returns
show & school popuiation of 12,699,
more th2a one ‘ourth of tbe clly’s 1n-
babitante. Tbese must be provided
with free text books, apparatus, fuel
and ebelter for ten monthe ip the year
and the most rigid economy has been
pecesesly in every department to
acpommeoedate them apd even now the
seouring of sufficient euitsble wohool
room outride of the regular huildinga is
a problem .that Is giving the board
much trouhble

ONE OF 178 MEMRERS,

TABERNACLE IMPROVEMENTS

The NEwS has hitherto anpounced
that 8 me changes, and improvements
were belng made &t the Tabernacle
asnd ahout the grounde, but Do idea of
the magnitude of these repairs has
been given. Thie morning s repre-
sentative oi this paper took a look
about the place and was astonished at
the amount of work that had been
done at the wotld-famed bullding.

In tbhe frst place, the etructure hae
been thoroughly cleaped from top to
bottom and in every nook
and corner. Then the otiling has been
whitewashed and the walls re-marbled
in blue. The onlumns supporting the
memmeoth gallery have also been re-
marbled in slenna and the large vacant
placee under the gallery at each side
of the stand fliled with new geats upcn
4 raised platlorm, gtviog a good view
from a farthermost corner. Leading to
theee places, on both sides, new stair-
ways bave been pat in and additional
chairs put iuto the choir stacd to
asccommodalea larger number of siDg-
era. New ocaipete are being laid on the
stands,while new marhled flower vases
adorn the p eta on the ends of the
atand, A Iitile niche has been placed
oD each side of the stand, coe to ac-
commodate the church reporter
and the other for the use of
the chureh recorder. The seating ca-
pacity of the hishopric and home
missiunary etaods bas been grestly
ipereased snd everytbing there-
in repasinted and |jvnrnished. A

door ,has been cut in the or-

gan at the north side of the organ-
ist*salcove, giving thorough accese to
the ineide of the organ without the
peceesity of n circuitous route around
the great instrument. The windows
bave all got new fron pulleys in them
and new gash lines areup. Al the
south side of the orgen great improve-
ment hsas been made by takingout
som® pillare and re-casing posts, while
the whole of that part has been mutch-
lined, glving it a much belter appear-
ance than it wore in 1fs daye of rough
lumber snd secanty paint. A new
music library has heen put in at the
oorth eide of the organ.

The geat improvemenis which have
been mude will Increase the capacity
of the great building six o seven hun-
dred. Awe has been Lthe case for a long
time the use of gas as anilluminator bas
been discontinued and electricity bolds
sway; but now the globes bave been
removed (rom the fets in «ll partsof
the buildiog, they having been the
gource of much trouble ip the matter
of cleanliness,

A Jive down intothe basement die-
closed the [act that the old water
motors have been retired apd two elec-
tric motors, one of two-horse and the
other of three-horse power, substituted
to fili the monster Junge of the great
organ. Also it wae seen Lthat Lhe cloreta
were altired in neat coals of paint.
And agalo, the heatlpg apparatus has
been so improved that much better re-
sulte can be achieved and a Warmer
temperature secured when Jack Frost
ie rollicking on the outeide.

Leaving the inslde, it was discoverad
that the walls on the outside bhad been
repainted, while the roof bad In places
undergone retinning, and over all
sbhone a bright, new coat of paint.

Not only has the Tabernucie itaelf
been repaired, repovated nnd made a
thing or beauty ae well as of grandeur,
put the lawns, the trees and all the
handeome surroundings of the place
are continiously going under & courae
of imptovement, as was proved by
Gardeper Starley, who showed the
pewspapel man his new copservatory
in course of oconstruction, the new
paiches of lawn which nave mnde
their appearapce this year, and the
new flagstone walke belog put ln
around the Temple.

The coat of all 1here repairs at the
Tabernacle thie fali are amounting to
pearly $7,000 and Qonference attenders
who have not visited the place since
last fall will be agrerably surprised at
the jmprovements nade.

It is expected that after Cunferenoe
a pew rouf will be put vn the Assem-
bly Hall, the preeent one Jeaking so
vadly e to make its removal absolute-
|y necsssaly.

The old Meridian {bouse will doubt-
Jers be repiaced by a new and neat
gtructure a8 soon ap convenlent. Then,
with the Brigham Young monument
in the southeast cormer of Lhe block
and a splendid new iron ralling around
the entire square, the place will be a
peauty spot ror nature’s admirers,

BRIEF LOCAL PARAGRAPHS.

Permit me to express the gratifica-
tion I felt to read in the NEws the
correspondence between Dr, Park and
Professor Maeser, whereln they agree
in keep the office of superintendent of

public Instruction out of the partisan



