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MARKS this morning, God has revealed cer-| early education had been neglected. | them accordingly. At the same |rendezvous in their operations
FH tain princi les which we know to.be |1f there had been time I would have | t me do not, sisters, bring up your |against Washington and toward

PREST. GEORER 0, CANNON,

Made at the General CUonference,
Tuesday morning, April 5, 1881.

REPORTED BY G. ¥. GIBBES,

A great variety of topics have
been alluded to during our Confer-
ence; and I trust that the people
will be able to remember, after their
return to their homes, the various
counsels and instructions that they
have received. Our meeting to-
gether in a conference of this char-
acler ought to be exceedingly pro-
fitable tous. = Certainly these are
occasions of great interest;and I am
sure if the instructions which have
been given are carried out by the

ople, they will produce a marked
E; srovement in their lives.

There are many subjects which
suggest themselves to us upon occa-
sions like the present. We are
placed in such clrcumstances that it

requires constant teachings, con-|

stant counseling to enable us to ae-
complish the duties develving upon
us.

There is one thing that has im-
pressed itself very much upon my
mind, to which allusion has been
made by others since our Confer-
ence commenced, namely, the sub-
ject of edueation, . L

My position for many, years has
been such as to deeply impress me
with its value and with the import-
ance of our attending strictly tothis
matter in our various settlements.

There are no people with whom I
am acquainted upon the face of the
- earth who need and who can find
use for education to the extent that
the lLatter-day-Saints can. - The
sending out of - missionaries;  the
building up of settlements; the lay-
ing the foundation of a
in a desert land uninhabited by
other people; the framing of a polis

.ty that produces the results that we

have seen ;:produced = already
In our  valleys; = and
takifig ypart, as -we naturally will
‘have to do, ia all matters affecting

' the weal and the.independence of

our children and others, all these

considerations appeal mest power-|

fully to us as a people, as fathers and
mothers, and as citizens, to do all

our power for theadvancement o
the cause of uuv <ducation in our
midst. Those who are rawina
with the people and with what has
been done must feel gratified at the
improvement which has already
been made in various directions.
There is a rag:idly growing taste for
everything that is elevating. I ean
remember when a' boy, when we
came here, of the feeling of the boys
and the young men; to ride broneo
horses, wear big spurs, use the las.
8s0 dextrously, break wild horses,
and pursuits of that character, were
then deemed the most desirable
accomplishments by many.

A great change has taken place.
We now have our Mutual Improve-
ment associations for the young of
‘both sexes; the meeting of last even-
Ing gave evidence of the great im-

vement there has been made in
his direction; and the crowded con-
dition of the meeting of the Sunday
School superintendents and teach-
ers held the evening previous to

that, was an indication of the inter. |

est that is being taken in these
matters by all classes. This means
improvement; this means a growing
taste, an increasing desire to ad-
vance. You can see it in the chil-
dren. Books are sought for. Chil-
dren take pleasure in reading. The
great demand to-day in this Terri-

ry is for libraries. . And let me
here say, we should be exceedingly
careful in the =selection of
books that we put in the
hands of our children. And there is
one thing that I would have said

s¢ night, had time permitted, to
those en in these associations,
that is,’ to teach the children not to
accept that which they read in a
book as true, because it is printed;
bui to teach them to weigh for
themeselves, to examine for them-

overnment

true, certain grand cardinal truths
which are as finger-boards pointin

the way of life. @~ We should teae¢

them to our children cf the Sabbath
School and of the Mutual Improve-
ment Associations, and endeavor,by
the help of God, to implant them in
their hearts, so that they afterwards
in their search for knowledge of any
kind may beable to bring'what they
read to this standard and test
the same thereby. And if our chil-
dren are taught thus to read, the
danger of infidelity, the danger
arising from superficial reading, and
the imbibing of incorrect ideas
sometimes set forth in a scientific
way will be, to a great extent, obvi-
ated; and to my mind great care
gshould be taken in these things by
all teachers, by all parents, by every
one, in fact, who has the care of
youn people, or the direction
of their studies; and nof only this
buil the same rule applies to every
one whether a child or an adult.

dispositien in our children, to in-
vestigate earefully, to weigh proper-
ly the statements which may be
presented to them. And in no
lace in out territory should there
a child left without education. A
man who suffers his ¢hildren to
row up in ignorance and without
ghe benefits of education—that
{'which pertains at least {o a eommon
school education—is gnilty of a great
 wrong. We should takeevery pains
in our power to instruct our chil-

ILet us endeavor to cultivate this!

related for the beneflt of such, a few
incidents in the career of a gentle-
man with whom I am acquainted;
he sat by my side at Lthe last sefsion
of Congress. He is a man about 45
years of age, when he was 29
years of age he had a wife and one
‘child and could not read or write; to-
day he is a member of Congress, and
a very creditable representative of
his state; he has served also in the
Legislature in his state; and has
been speaker in that body. Now
this is a remarkable instanc , of
what a man can do when he applies
himself to learning. There is no
man who esges a4 sound mind
that need be afraid if he will apply
himself, using the facuities whi&h
God bas given him, and notsitdown
wilh the idea that he cannot learn,
Why a man ought to learn if he
should live to be 150 years of age,
learn something every day until he
dies; there is no limit to a man’s
capacity to learn. And because a
young man is 20 or 21 years old, or
even older, and has a wife and chil-
dren to sustain, to sit down with
| the idea that he cannot learn or that
he is t learning because his
early education has been neglecte |,
is folly§ there is no propriety in
either man or woman entertaining
such ideas. THis gentleman of
whom I was speaking, at the age of
29 could not read; he was a farmer
and was suffering from an attack of
bronchitis. His physician told him
that it he did not stop work he would
gradually sink into thegrave., He

dren, to furnish them every facility
for learning. Idueators who have
had experience in other places all
join In stating, that they never
found a class of pupils more apt,
more bright or who manifested a
special aptitude for knowledge and
who acquired it  with greater ease
than do the children of the Latter-
day Saints. This is the statement
of educators repeatedly made io me,
{as Chancellor of the Universify of
deseret;.and I believe it. We have
children growing up who'are bright
who only need have ordinary facili-

the| ties for edueation to make them cul-

tured men and women. We had
better take the means-ihat others
pnrobably would covet, as mobs have
done before, and which isastanding
temptation in the eyes of certain
persons, take that means, I say, and
8
with the view of preparing them to

them, than- -to have it
to get possession of iti or. to keep it,
siblyquarrel over, and cause disturb-
are silent and our influence power-
lifetime, and when you have edu-
they lie down at night

glars stealing it, they
ry child in our community
self, so that in ca%e he or she be left
them, inasmuch as they possess the
{ somebody else to live. And it seems
tent to lef their children, boys and
earn their own living at sonie trade
dren the use of their brains, and
the cunning and skill $hat can
which we see around us is pro-
can  produce  wonders. The

selves, and test for themselves the
statements which may be
on any and every subject
be - brought to
through the medium of
tler scientific or otherwise. The
danger in indiscriminate reading on |
the part of young people les in this:
their impressions are vivid, and if
what they read be incorrect; if, in
Eint of fact, what they read is
sed on wunsound premises and
be entirely wrong,but it is presented
in an agreeable taking and 8pecious
manner, they are apt to aceept it as
beifig true, Now, as we have heard !

thut may

made up- | nations who have thus

their attention | mark in the history of the world:
books, whe- | and to this characteristic in the an

enter upon the great and imnortant
as a  standing temptation to
| and when ;we can keep it no longer,
ances and divisions in our families,
less to remedy the evil... Spend it
cated them, when .you have given
keep when
out the slightest danger of bur-
for the struggle of life,
should be educated, not in books
alone, or otherwise, they will be.
use of their own limbs and faculties,
to me, that if parents were worth
girls, grow up to manhood or to wo-
or some manual or skilled labor. 1
when they have lesirned to
be faught to the right hand of
duced. ofA good brain and the
dévelop-

dulloe whiock wil uevoive upon
induce somebrdy to make a raid
to bequeath it to our ehildren to pos.
and at a time-toc when our voies
wisely upon your children in your
them something which they can
wit
are equipped
Eve |
alone, but to sustain himself, or her-
able, from the  elements around
ito earn a living and thereby aid
millions, they =hould never be con-
manhood without teaching them to
‘ say to my brethren, teach your chil-
use their brains teach them
man, by which all that is glorious
skill man’s right hand
ed themselves have made their

tions who are so fortunate as to
sess it may be traced the secret of
their growth and prosperity. There
18 no reason why we should not be
equal to the most favored in this
respect, -

A remark was made last evening
to the effect, that some of our young

pend it in educating our children |

'| family,

knew that if he remained upon his
farm he could not live without
working; so he rented it, and with
his wife an{ child moved down to
| the city, determined to spend in
study the time he could not employ
in work., His wife helped him., He
had a werthy.  partner--a most ex-
cellent woman I should judge, from

girls in idleness, and _encourage
them in the thougat that their
hands, because they are educated
and have a few accomplishments,
are not designed for labor; and eo
with the boys, because they get an
education that they cannot hold a
plow or handle a shovel, or an axe or
other tools. This is a wrong ided.
We must not, in educating our
children, degrade labor; but rather
ennoble and dignify it, and make it
worthy the ambition of everybody
to work, to toil, to Joox upon labor as
a blessing from God. |

I would like to see knowledge
spread through our land, in all our
settlements; and while we give the
boys and girls every facility we can,
at the same time we should develop
within them the love of the truth;
that is very important, in fact, it is
lidispensable with us. I am ex-
ceedingly anxious upon this point.
I have felt, I may ray, con-
cerned about it for years.
1 have done what I could in my
limited way to help our children, 1
resolved years ago that 1 would do
all in my power for them, and I have
been struggling to do so ever since.
I have not been able to do what 1
and I Eknow others have
combined exertions and efforts we
will be able to uphold the cause of
true education throughout all our

that, in a few years, we shall have
the best educated children to be
found within the confines of the
republic. There i8 no reason why

would like to do, but I still hope, |
felt as I do, and that with our |

land, and raise the standard so high |

aryland and Pennsylvania. It
and some of the hardest-fought en-
gagements of the war took place
over t'iese beantiful hills and smil-
ing vales. When the clouds of war
cleared it found this once prusperous
region desolated. The toreh of war
had destroyed the once beautiful
homes, and the tramp of armies had
wiped out the efforts of years and
destroyed most of the evidences of
civilization that had made this se¢.
tion of Virginia knov'n throughout
all the land.

Great battles are not always the
most interesting ones. There are
many skirmishes and minor engage-
ments in all wars that are as full of
interest and are manfy times as im-
portant as the larger ones that over.
shadow if not entirely smothe
them wupon the puges of history,
There never was a more truthful
saying than that ““great events hange

{ upon trifling causes.” An incident

and oftimes an accident provoked
and decided some of the greatest
evenis of .the Civil War, This raei
was brought prominently to my
mind in going over the field nesar
here where Ashby was killed. He
fell here when the 1st Maryland
Confederate Regiment and the 1st
Pennsylvania Bucktail Rifles met
in an almost hand-to hand engage
ment, It was not agreat fight, and
is hardly mentioned in any of the
prominent histories of the Rebel
lion, yet that little struggle was ful
of interesting situations, and joined
if it did not affect, later and mon
bloody events, |

this snould not be, and yet not de-
nd upon taxesaltogether. I my
If am not unconditionally in favor
of taxation schools under all circum-
stances. 1 have views about that
which I have not time to express
now. Let usadvance education b

whal he told me. He commenced
his studies, his health improved,
but instead of returning to thg farm
he kept on for four years, and Secur-

individual effort. I hope we shall
never have heavy taxes in this Ter-
ritory. They should be kept down
to the very lowest amount consist-

ed a good edueation m that time; he
pinched himself, and both he and
his wife etruegled, by working all
they could any living economically,
to acquire this education. After
| thus applying himeself for four years
| he returned to his farm, completely
restored in health, His neighbors
thought that as he had been a good

student, he would make a geod sup-
orvicnr, ta whish office they elected

him without any effort on his part;
and after awhile they elected him a
legislator, and returned him several
times, and he served as speaker to
that body in the State, where pro-
bably for its population there are as
many men of culture and energy as
can be found anywhere else. And
then he was sent to Congress,

1t struck me that 1t was an in
stance of perseverance and energy
worth remembering ‘for the benefit
of ils exampe, and I relate it
so that if there are any young men
or young women within the hearing
of my voice who may be similarly
situated, they need not be discour-
aged because they have not had the
advantages of education in their
youth. There ought to be no dis-
couragement under such circum-
=tances. I hope, however, that we
shall do everything in our power to
furnish 1acilities for our children.
Do not spare means in this direction,
my brethren and sisters. You do
not know what future there 1s before
your children. They are like dia-
monds. True, they may need polish
in order to bring out their brilliancy
and Lest qualities; and education of
the right kind will impart this Jus-
tre. There are some as bright intel-
lects in obscure families in this Ter
ritory as can,.be found elsewhere.
(Gud has so distributed His gifts that
He has not given them to any one
{amil R tl}:}:}k i.‘l;&im for that, He
8 not.going uild upad i
His kingdom. He dngu nc'?rtn::l:%nﬂ
His gifts and blessings to any special
class of men. He has distributed
them like He has the air, =0 that all
have them and all share in them.
A man and his wife may be an ob-
scure couple, yet their children may
make the brightest men and |
women. None ‘of you know
what your chiliren sre capable of
until you give them proper op rtu-l
nities. You should not think that
because you have got through life |
without much - education, that
therefore your childten ought to go
through in the same manner, Give
your childred opportunities, and do
not werk them to death and thereby
Stuni their minds; but give the boys
& chance, and give the girls a
chance, bearing in mind that they

|

men had very little desire to take
part in the exercises of the Improve-
ment Associations, because their

will have more extended opportuni-
tles Lhan you have had for the use of
education, and you ought to train

ent with the preservation of good
government and the making of the
necessary improvements. Have
light taxation andstimulate individ-
ual effort in this dirertion; and not
bring a child into the world and
instil into its mind that because he
i# born somebody owes him an edu-
cation. 1 think it degrades children
to give them such ideas. Teach
them it is their duty to work
for tiemselves. And when a
man has children he should
provide for and educate
them, and not think that because
he may have a rich neighbor that
he should help give them an educa
tion. Buch au idea is doing more at
the present time to pauperise the
chiidren of our country in their feel-
ings than almost anything else,
They get the idea that they ought
to be educated at the expense of the
State; and when they are educated
ttiey then are to be sustained at the
expense of the State, The conse-
quence is the country iz filled with
men seeking for office; every new
President is almost killed by the
clamor and pressure of men applying
for office. I think it a wvery bad
condition of affairs. I am thankful
for one thing. I have been your
delegate now for upwards of eight
years, and I have scarcely had an
application from any of my constit-
uents for halgotn get office, This
relieves me from much that Repre-
sentatives %enarnlly find very un-
pleasant. Our people are self-sus-
taing and I hope to see our boys and
girls brought up with the same feel-
ingkand taught how to work and
look upon manual, honest labor as
dignified and honorable, and such
vursuits as require this as being as
noble as any other,

I pray God to bless you and fill
you with His Holy Spirit, in the
nameo! Jesus. Amen.
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WAR INCIDENTS.

BRAVERY OF GENERAL KANE’S
BUCKTAILS,

The following account of a desper-
ate fight between Confederate
troops and the Bucktails under Gen-
eral Thomas L. Kane will be inter-
esting to Utonians who are acquaint-
ed with the gallant General. It was|
written by a correspondent of the
Philadelphia Press frgqm Shenan-
doah Valiey, Oct. 28:

A VAST BATTLE-FIELD,

There is hardly a foot of this bean-
tiful valley that was not tram

feet in an i inoi .

vorite place for the Confederates tu '

GENERAL KANE’S DESPERATE

BRAVERY.

After going over the battle flield |
heard the story of the fight fron
Gen. Bradley T'. Johnson, one of th
most brilliant and dashing of th
younger Confederate officers. H
lived in Frederick, Md., when th
war broke out and raised and con
manded the first Maryland Confed
erate regiment through the ear
years of the war, and in the engag
ment with the First Pennsyl
Bucktail Rifles, of which [ am a
to write. Gen. Johnson is now
l:;romjnent lawyer of Baltimore,a

a great writer upon the stirrir
events of the war. He bore a ct |
:?Icunuﬂ and gallant in man

them. He was charged by hi
superior officers with the destru
tion ¢of Chambersbvurg, and won i
great reputation for his fearless da
ing uFou many battle flelds. Spey|
ing of the fight of his regiment

wi
;Eifi Pennsylvania Bucktails, 4

“It was but a short distance fror
Harrisonburg that Ashby was kille(
[ never shall forget that engag
ment, It was, for the length ¢
Ume it lasted and the numper ¢
troops engaged, one of the harde
fought battles of the war. Ther
were more troops engaged than th
two regiments, Whi£ finally cam
together in an almost hand-to-han
fight., Just as we were filing int
line of battle,the brigade com mani
er called upon me for two compank
to act as skirmishers, and I detai
two com on the left of
line and then formed next tot
58th Virginia. Soon after the sk
mishers moved out, there was
firing along the line, but we me¢
nothing to obstruct our march unt
we reached the crest of 8 small hil
and we then saw a battery of bras
guns, and it was soon evident ths
there was to be sharp work., I lsi
the men under the ¢over of the hil
but they had not lain there long I
fore some of the men on the righ
Eﬂhmitﬁd, ‘;I‘hhay are firing on w

an ey are firin
flank!’ Y " 3

“Jusl then a charge was ordere
and as,thelst Marylandsprang to t
crest of the hill they were met an
staggered by a volley from the I
Pennsylvania Buck!lails,which we
posted in a worm fence not very fi
in front of us. It was une of th
most effective and well-directed fire
I ever witnessed during the wa
Four of my color-bearers were shi
down in succession and 27 men wel
kKilled at the first fire. As I sail
the volley staggered the regimen
and in the miust of the ecommotion
man rode up to me very excited!

and said:
1s dead! Ashby |

[ 11 i&ahby
dead !’

““Sure enough, Ashby was deai
The volley whiu’h for a moment hs
stunned the lst Maryland. kille
Ashby’ horse, He was at home }
the saddle, however, and the fall di
not injure him. He regained hi

revolver over his head, shouted:
“Forward, Virginians! Forwlar

was, therefore, one vast battle-fleld,

|



