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ties to this confiict, and he represents
bhut one of them, represents it very
poorly, too. Has he never studied
over or does he utterly disregard the
rulegs nf war, which malke Justifiable a
departure from recognized methods
when the other slde has already taken
such departure? Furthermore, it ought
to percolate through his mentality, anad
perhaps would If he were not In so
perturbed & condition throughout that
the aggressor in such a proceeding—
that is, the one making the first breach
—takes upon himself all the odium for
what either may do pursuant thereto,
a very unpleasant, unprofitable position
to occupy.

Such Instances are abundant. At
Cavite, after a white flag had been
raised and the Amerlcans Immediately
stopped firlng—which procedure Blanco
proposes to overturn—two men from
Dewey's fleet were sent ashore to ar-
range the terms of surrender. On
reaching the commandant, they wers
doubtless greatly surprised to learn
that the flag had no reference to a
surrender but was simply to effect a
cessation of hostilities till the women
and children could be removed to =&
place of safety! The question was
asked why the women and children had
not been previously removed, and the
reply was given that there was not suf-
ficient tlme, Then came the Yankee
question which completely aplked the
Spanish verbal gun: "If you wa.ntec']'
time, why did you begin the firing?
Belng notified that but two hours were
granted in which to =ign papers and
furn over effects. matters took a more
buginess-like turn. The documents
were soon executed, one provislon be-
ing thot all the Bpanish forces were to
stack their arms and turn them over
to the victors and themselves be pa-
roled. While' the commissioners were
on their way back to the ships with
the terms of capitulatlon, the Spanish
soldiers slipped off to Manila, taking
their rifles with them!

You can trust somte Spanlards, no
doubt: but If your country is at war
with theirs, you might as well keep
your eyes open while they are around.

S

GERMAN INTERFERENCE.

It ts not impossible that the German
govemment is deslrous of ascertaining
how far it may go in the matter of

nce in the Philippine Islands
i“,?i'}_ehréal;eprovoklng hostilities with the
United States. Germany haa , three
ships at Manila with a force of 1,600
men, But this s not deemed sufh-
clent, and another vessel has been sent
there, it seems, with 1,400 soldiers. 'This
is in Washington regarded as anb jnsult
to the United States, as it implies lack
of confidence in Admiral Dewey to pro-
tect the Germans living in the eapital

Philipplnes.

OIBtEte notwithstanding thls display of
force by Germany, it cannot be sup-
posed that the Intention is to malke
any gerlous resistance to whatever
policy with regard to the islands ou
goyerhment may declde upon. A hos-
tile act by Germany In those waters
would probably bring the German com-
mander face to face with both Admiral
Dewey and the British ships. The Ger.
man squadren would not hold out long
against such a force. Besides, Ger-
many cannot afford to go to war with
the United States simply to satisfy the
demands of envy and jealousy. She
is not strong enough for such a contest,
in which her immense army would be
of comparatively little use. The bet-
ter sentiment in Germany is against
any hostility te the United States. It
la nonsense,”’ gays the Neueste Nach-
richten, “to speak of enmity agalnst the
United States,' and adds:

“Germany la connected with the Unit-
e Btates by countless businese and

system the Americany are still too
valuable as customers to wish them
harm or to treat them badly.”

Other German papers take a similar
view. AsS long as the sound business
sense of the German people makes [ta
Influence felt in the government, there
can be no danger of jnterference on
the part of Germany.

GDVERNMENT SEED TESTING.

The "News” has been requested
publish the following:

“The act of Congress making appro-
priations for the department of agri-
cnlture for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1899, under the heading, 'Botanical
Investigations and Experiments, Di-
vision of Botany,' contalns the folow-
Ing:

" *The secretary of agriculiture 1is
hereby authorized to purchase samples
of seed in open market, test same and
when found not up to standard he may,
at his discretion, publish the result of
these tests, together with the names of
th;adseedsmen by whom the seeds were
sold."

“The purchase of seeds for the tests
authorized under this act will begln
July 1, 1888, It will be the aim of the
department of agriculture in ecarrying
out thls law to put a stop to the sale
of seed s0 poor as to make probable a
positive Imjury and loss to the pur-
chaser, thus giving protection on the
one hand to the farmer and gardener,
and on the other hand to the honorabie
seedsman and seed dealer.

“Further Informatlon, including a
table of the standards of purity ana
germination and a list of thé most in-
jurious seeds likely to ovccur in com-

to

merclal seed, may be obtained from
the department upon application.’”
DUR IRLAND POLICY.
Accordlng to statements made, the

purposes for which the war on Spaln
is made are the followlng: Cuba must

be turned over to the United States
until peace and a stable government
are established there; Porto Rico must
be ceded to the United States; this
country must retaln a naval base and a
port In the Philippines and also In the
Ladrone and Caroline Islands. Peace,
it is asserted, will not be concluded
untll Spain 1s willlng to accept these
condltions, and It 13 also Intimated that
unless Spaln glves in within a reason-
ably brief time, the demands upon
Spain may be made to cover consider-
ably more ground.

The purpose of the government then,
iz to establish a chaln of naval sta-
tions across the Paclfic from Callfornia
toc the China sea. Starting from San
Francisco the chaln 18 laid over the
Hawalian Islands, sltuated about one-
third of the distance between San
Francisco and Manila. Then the La-
drones are reached about half way be-
tween Honolulu and the capital of the
Phillpplnes. A little to the south of the
Ladrones the Carolines are reached, It
is a magnificent plan that contem-
plates the building, as [t were, of an
American bridge across the Pacifle—a
highway which will secure for this
country a large share of some of the
most important trade of the world.

It 1s a grave question, though,
whether a naval base Iln eagh of the
1island groupa would be sufficlent for
the purpose, In the Philipplnes there

are about 2.000 islands and 1in the
Carolines about 5. The Ladrone
group comprisea about 1§ islands. The

Unlted Statea, It 18 feared, If owning
only one Island in each group, might

against jealous nelghbors, and thus be
put to contlnual expense. If the gov-

ibe compelled to defend her possessions:

family relations, and despite their tarift ler'nment has decided on a colonial pol-

ley it would seem to be necessary to
take in the whole of the island groups
mentioned. They would be of no value
to Spaln, but their occupation by the
United States would prevent other pow=
ers frotn cauxsing trouble in the future.

The question as to Hawail Is to be
decided first. And it cannot be forgot-
ten that the government of the little
republic has already placed it in open
enmlity to Spain, by ailowing our ves-
asels to coal at Honolulu while on a
hosatile expedition to the Philippines.
Uniess annexation !s effected before the
close of thla war, Spain i8 In a posl-
tion to demand a heavy indemnity from
Hawa!l and to destroy her commerce
and ports unless the Indemnity is paid.
Hawalfi needs the protection of the
United States, and this country would
not be justified in refusing to extend
that protectlon after having accepted
the hospitality offered at a time when
such acts of courtesy possibly might
have had disastrous effects to the Ha-
walians. The question of the Sandwich
Islands settled. the tlme is opportune
for a thorough consideration of the
Spanish island possessions.

T AID THE AFFLIOTED,

There should be but one regret be-
cause of the action of the City Coun-
cll at Tuesday night's session is appro
priating $2,500 for the benefit of the
stricken people of Park City, and that
on account of the solons being unable
to make the amount larger. Undoubted-
ly they went to the limit, and what
would be done if our flnancial affairs
were in a healthier condition w!ll have
to be accepted in llew of an enlarge-
ment of the appropriation. A great
many people are houseless and home-~
less, with nothing to eat but what the
benevolent place in their way, and no
clothing but what they have om thelr
persons, and all their home appendages,
to the last item, have been swept away
by the destrover. While those people
will not be permitted to suffer long or
he deprived of necessaries at all, It still
follows that with our best work put
forth in their behalf they will stlll be
far from equal! to what they were be-
fore. Of course they do not look for
this, and Iin fact have asked for noth-
ing at all; but this does not make it any
the less incumbent upen those who are
abte to give something of their sub-
stance to the ones who have nothing at
atl. 1

NOTICE NODOT NECESSARY.

The question {8 sometimes asked as to
whether, In Aring on fortifications and
towns without notice, the American
warshipas do not commit an Infraction
of the code of war. It Is customary
to give such notice In the case of towns,
sometimes also In that of forts, but in
nelther case s it imperative. In 1864,
juring the war of “he rebellion, an e-.
der was glven covering the point raised,
It was known as general order No.
100, and was 1ssued on the ?4th of
April, being as follows;

"Commanders, whenever admissible,
Inform the enemy of their intention to
bombard a place, but It 13 no Infraction
of the common law of war to omlt thus
to inform them. Surprise may be a
necessity.”

The United States forces, whether
on land or water, have violated no ar-
ticle of clvilized warfare in thiz contest
and have no {ntentlon of doing so,
that line of procedure obtalns exclus-
ively on the other side.

There has been no account yet of thae
famed “industrial” army “generals'” go-
ing to the front in the present war,



