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best in the mission the seeds ortruthof truth
that were sown many years ago have beinbeen
lying in dry and parched soil waiting for
a repetition of the gospel shower to
moisten the soil and the noble spas of
god are today enjoying the great privi-
lege otof reaping the harvest

in other places where no nuggets of
truth ever have been strewn the humble
servants of god are gathering sheaves
and the great cloud of preprejudicejudice that has
enveloped the minds of the people is
being scattered by the brilliant rays of
the gospel even the most prejudiced
are led to exclaim after hearing the el-
ders explain them so simply Is that
mormonism you mormonscormons preach
bible doctrine we never hear that
kind of doctrine from our ministers
they tell us that the bible is not to be
understood but you mormonscormons mamakeyit it
so plain that anybody can ununderstandderstad it

such expressions are common and
while the crop of souls that is being
gathered in our mission is nothing near
as great as we would like yet we feel
that great good is being done much
good seed is being sown 1 and avast
amount of prejudice is being removed
and our true position is being better
understood As a rule the elders are
treated with the greatest respect and
many letters of inquiry come in ask-
ing about the doctrines of the latter
dayay saints and asking that elders inmaya y
be sent verilaverily the harvest is great but
the laborers are few

A marked change has come over the
people in the last eighteen months in
manymalay instances the interest that is mani
tested to hear the elders expound the
principles of the gospel is very gratify-
ing indeed another grand feature of the
work is that the spirit of persecution
that prevailed to a great extent a few
years ago inin many parts of the earth
shows itself but little today

were itit not for the soap bubble doc-
trines that the people have been aradi
tiona ted in for centuries by the learned
divines of christendom many more
than do now would embrace the gospel
I1 feel to say that the time is near at
hand when the proud and haughty will
be humbled for the judgementsjudgements of god
have commenced the time is near
when the frothy doctrines of men and
the man made systemssystems of religions will
be scattered by the shafts of truth like
mists before the morning sun the
apostle paul could not have painted a
truer picture of the condition of the
people of today hadbad he been living at
this time than he did in his second epistle
to timothy third chapter paul drew a
true picture of the last days also in the
fourth chapter and third verse

while traveling in the east recently
I1 was told that the inhabitants of a small
town thought that they would like to
have a ctcertainertain eloquent divine come and
preach them a sermon he was asked to
do so and replied that he would come
if they would insure him thetheyy
tried to raise the amount but could not
and the result was that they were de-
prived the privilege of hearing the
learnedlearn ed doctor this is not the only case
but will serve to show how that many
preach for hire and divine for money

1 I have enjoyed my labors extremely
well and consider that I1 have been
highly favored of the lord to be per-
mitted to labor in such a worthy cause
and to have the honor of presiding over
such a band of loyal servants of the
lord in taking leave of them I1 do so

al

with regret mylovemy love for them and the
work in which we sireare engaged cannot
be expressed in words and whatever
good has or maymav result from my labors
while presiding over them I1 give the
lord the seand the elderseiders my most
heartfelt thanks I1 know that I1 have
had their faith and prayers and my as-
sociations with them have ripened into
an affection that I1 hope will not only
last throughout time but in eternity the
presidents of the conferences have
worked with a zeal that is praiseworthy
in the highest degree

elder samuel G spencer has been
appointedappointed to preside over the mission
anand with his knowledge of the gospel
and experience in the missionary work
I1 am satisfied that the northern states
mission will continue to prosper

KNOWN BY THEIR WORKS

NORMAN oklahoma territory
may 1896

thinking a lewfew lines iromfrom this part of
the world would be of interest I1 jot
down a few notes 1I was appointed in
connection with brother E L saunders
to labor in cleveland county oklahoma
territory we commenced our labors
owon the and of january of this year since
which time we have held about sixty
meetings the work is progressing
nicely there being quite a number who
are earnestly inquiring after the precious
truths of the gospel

on the ot april the oklahoma
conference convened and at that time
brother saunders was appointed to
travel in another district and brother J
J gallacher has been my companion
since then

there is some prprejudiceJudice existing but
as a rule we are received and treated
very kindly last week however we
hadbad a little different experience on
wednesday the aoth dinst we walked
eight miles south from our headheadquartersbarters
to the highland school house vewe got
the permission of the trustees to hold
some meetings and made our appoint-
ments we did not have any one come
out the first night but not to be dis-
couragedcouraged in our efforts we went to a
prayer meeting the next night and
announced our meeting for the night
following inviting the people that in
view of the statement being made that
we did not accept the bible as a guide
to bring their own bibles with them and
take notes and references A mr
woodring invited us to his home which
invitation we accepted

the next night we had a fair sizedsized
audience and after meeting quite an inin-
terest was shown so we announced two
more meetings we held a meeting
saturday night and on sunday morning
we attended a methodist meeting and
as there was a large congregation I1
asked the privilege of making our
announcement which was granted As
soon as I1 made the announcement a
mr jackson of the school board arose
and said it had been decided to with-
draw the meeting house trothfrom our use
as they want to hear our doctrine
noror have our kind in their midst I1 ask-
ed if this was not fulfilling the scriptures
and was promptly told that I1 had said
enough

after meeting some threats were
made we were hissed and jeered at
and warned to leave the neighborhood
mr A S woodring the gentleman who
had soBO kindly entertained us was

roundly abused by his neighbors hihe
is not a church member but at heart is sabi
a truer christian than many of his
neighbors who profess to be sanctified
and holy he is well known for hishig
kindness and charity and was unable to
understand why he should be abused for
keeping two young men from utah

we returned to headquarters today
where we found all well the weather
has been very dry here this year until
about ten days ajoago but since then baft
made up for lost time last week there
were two rain storms such as I1 never
saw before As a result bridges are
washed out on all streams and some
farms are flooded wheat is ready to
harvest about halt a crop will be
realized corn and cotton are in fine
shape corn as high as a mansmanis head
the weather is very warm the ther-
mometer standing at degrees in the
shade today 14G V MORRIS jr
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DAVIS STAKE CONFconfidenceIRENCE

thetb quarterly conference of abe
davisdavi stake was held at centervilleCent erville onois
saturday and sundayssunday joao 6 andana 7n
1896 there were present on saturday
president george Q cannon of the
first presidency and elder reberheberdJ
grant otat the council of the twelve
the stake presidency members of we
fligh council and bishops of
rhoche speakers on saturday were proof
dent joho W hesshen who gave a brietbrief
report of the wakestake elder H J grant
and president george Q cannonCan nox
on stuedayday afternoon president
cannon and elder H J grant or-
dained orlando hadlock a bishop and
setaot ballin apart to preside over a nownew
ward recentlyotly organized in the north
part of the stake known at present asaft
the basin the brethren alsoalro eatek
apart HadlocHad lookakPa counselors
who are charlescharlea as finkbrat
and lailah butterworth as second

on sunday besides the local author
itie there were present of thehe general

president cannon elderaldef
F M lyman and B H robenerBobRo beneseru
Preal dentjem cannon only staying for thetb
morning service at which be ad

the congregationcongrogatior elder rob-
erts

rob-
erte alsoalao spoke for a few minutes during

thebe morning service
at the afternoon meeting the general

and stake authorities were present
and unanimously east after
which elder P M lyman addressed
tibethe saintsainte

there wwaaas a large attendance of the
and a good spirit prevailed dur-s dur-

ingloging conference the brethren that
addressed the congregation gave much
excellent counsel and instructions

if carried out will make
a better aniand a more united people

onOD sundaybunday elder william 8 mullmuir
of west bountiful was ordained fta
patriarch under the hands of presidentPreshlent
cannon ariaand elder lyman

Conle reace adjourned for three
months to meet at farmington

JOHN J SMITH stakeblake clerk

lewislewie durbin was accidentally killed
at loulloui cis saturday afternoon he
was a teamster and had a load of
lumber on hisbia wagon in atteattempting
to make a shortabort turn hebe was thrown out
upon hisbig head breaking hisbia neck the
front wwheelbeai ofat the wagon also
over hisbia head death wallwa
tane


