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Russela §n 1877 was atthe polnt of ip-
vadlog Austtia lostead of the pultan’s
dominiopne, and the istrust tbhue
otested must operate in faver of the
Turke. Austria is rot exaotly a strong
power, but she still has & voipe in the
pitairse of KEurope, and that wili
vaturally be ueed In the interest of the
maintenacos of etatus quo, This e
undoubtediy one of the causea thal
tende to delay the fioal eettlement of
tbe Turkieh qumestion in ithe only wuy
it can be eettied permanently and
satisfactorily.

LEGAL MUDDLES,

Reacent occurrences here bave glven
the Bupreme Courtof the Biate quite a
trying turk in the way of atraighten-
ing out legal muddles in whioh tbe

publipg have more or less direct inter-
est; and there are suveral other eimilar
events on the iapie. It is to be hoped
that the chief tribunal in the Btate
will be able Lo exeroise suob wisdom
and dlscretion ae toineure public con-
fideuce in the righteousuess and lezal
soundness of e decielons, no matter
whether or not they are in sooord
with the view populerly Iaken'before
the judiefal heariog 1s conpluded,

Ot the legal muddles tbat the
Supreme Court bas had to deal wlth,
one of the most prominent s the
ejgbt-hour law. Bo far as the statate 1t-
pall I8 poncerned, it ls an ajmost mean.
ingless jumble of words; Iarely does a
legininture allow euch a oradity in
compoeltion to get through. Probably
if the law bad been tnlly tested, even
the Bupreme Court would nol have
been able to define aill that it did or
did not mean, But one thing was
well pnderstood, viz.: that it Intendea
to llmit certain employmente to eight
houte & day for labor, whatever else
was meant, On thie lutention tbe

polot wae @ade thut It was a vio-
iation of thbe right of oocntrect,
and the Supreme Court held
that the objection was not good—

that the Btate bad a right to protect it
cltizens from the oppreesion of exopee-
sive hyurs of labor. The Bupreme
Court of the Unlted Btatesls now belng
mekvd to pass ou the judgment of the
Btate oounrt, whoee members (eel that
they will be upheld by flnal judipial
depres as well as by public sentiment,

Another case waa the pounty school
tax in olties. It was pretty well known
that in (reming the constitutional pro-
visjon relative to maintaining olly
Bohoole there was no thought of de-
priving mny county schools of the
majntenapce they bha been recelving;
the pouvention wae e0o constitated as
to prefer leaving that to the Legisla.
ture, DBut whena test was brought be-
lorethe Biate Bupreme Court that boay
decided that the rule must be made to
Opelale hoth wayse;, that olties of the
firat and second clasees mupet malintain
schoole ingependent of the counties in
whioh they are siimated, and 1hat
thoee pountiea nleo must malntain thelr
Sohoole independently. " The result is
the doing awWay of an injustice whioh
It was tuLought by many that only
remotely prospeotive legislation would
cure,

Btill another subject is the fire and
police commission bueiness 1g this oity.
The chief of police here made certsin
rales in harmony with what be

believed to be the law, and re-
moved a certaln officer. The Hre
apd police commission took iesue with
him, virtaally olaiming that while It
did not apt the chlef could nol, and »
ccurt upheid the pommiesion. The
Bupreme Court, however, et this ral-
ing aride, and established the guide
that when tbe commiseioo failed to o
ite duty the ohlef of pollpe wae not tied
ap, but must dieohartge his public
functions. Later, the pcommIlseion re-
moved & ohiel and appelnted a rucoes-
sor, INow theBupreme Court 1s srked
to declare the apt of removal a viciatlon
of the law. To do so would be viriuai-
ly to declare that s ocuspiracy had
been entered {nto to effeot the removal,
What the pourt will deplde {8 the cold
legnl aspeot of the situstion remaine to
be esen, probahly at an early date; and
in the meantime there le a pbilel who
clalma to have been illegally ousted
from the aptive dutles of bis officenod
entitled to the ealary, and anotber
ohiel who is doing the work and aleo
oluime the emclaments, It wlll take
tbe Bupreme Court to reduce this
pbaotio state to order,

Fionally, and of fully as muob jm-
portance to the publlip, Is the gques-
tion of the cooetitutionality of the
Australlan ballot law, This is not the
law regulating the canvassing of voter,
etp., by the oanvaeslng boarde,
bat ihat relating to the cmsting of bal-
lote, It involves a question 88 to
whether & techaioallty or the preseut
publlo weal {s the better to prevail, ao
ar as the ultimate good of the Bilate Ja
conperned. The general eentiment s
tbhat tbe people have expressed thelr
choioe for officers, snd tbal the latter
should take hold. But the Bupreme
Court must deoide whether or not that
choice has been expressed In constito.
tional (forma or wbhether a new
eleotion muet be heid. The task
ia 5 dellpate one, In the evenl of &
a decision one way, the prerent rule
for electione wlll be contlnued until
leglelntive chapgee. It the pourt rules
tbe otber way, then Utah loses its
presidential vote, ita congresstonal
delegaticu-eleot,lits legislnlore-elept,and
{te joounty and other offigers-eleot, at
Jeast unti] euch time as the aftair oan
be straightened out, or there will be a
very greai muddle in the way of dis-
putes early next month,

Bure]y wiedom, learning, and pru-
dence ale needed In 8 gourt on whigh
there lasuch grave responaibility, and
may these not frll to the present in-
cumbents of the high jadicial positioc!
Iu the light ot past and present
events It does look as if ' Utah
fsdestlned-to ran, in ehort order, the
entire gamuat of experiences In self-
government in & slrangs mixture, and
only a coorervative, well-bslanCed
pommonwealth oun withstend the
preseure without undue irritation and
worry. But the peopile feel an mssur-
upnce that the right will prevall, and
their confldenpe is not mieplaced.

THE RUSSIAN STUNDISTS.

Although the Russian church ailded
by Lhe state tor centurles has followed
the polioy of suppreseing with stern
hand all attempts of dissenters to estab-

{eh themselver §in the czar's domintons,
there are jprobsbly more sepots tbere
than in apy otber country in: Earope.

It 1s estimated that about ten milllen
soule are outelde the state ohoreh and
thet the number ie steadily fncreasing.

Among there dissenters tbe Htund-
Ista have been made the subject of
stndy by some theciogiane of note.
They have auflered muob perseoution
for the sake of their religiou and have
on that account the asympathy of
Christian denominatione,

Theorizin of the Stundist move-
ment in Ruesia i8 traced to German
oolonlsts who were in the bablt of de-
voting an hour (stunde)
reading, The example was followed .
by the Russlan neighbots, and the
¢ffeot was noliceable, They becamer
sober, Industrions and consequently
prosperous, Members of 8 family of
Bible readers wele more cloeely nnlted
in the bonde of good feeling and
this had a benefloent influence
on life ouotside the home clr-
ole. Religlows knowledge Increased
aofl the abuses of the esiab-
liehed oburch became apparent. The
movement spread from village to vll=
iage. Pensanle bescame evangellstm

i and young men and women developed.

inte Biundist tenchere,

Originally It was not thelr intention
to lenve the atate church, They want=
ed to take r position eimilar to thatof
the first Methodirts in the Anglloan
ohurch, but like these they were drivem
out and had to effect an orgauization of
tbeirown, They have endeavored to-
lfollow the pattern ¢f the first Oharch:
of Christ, They have appolnted no
priests. The conduot of thelr congre~
gatlone and the management of thelr
meetings are in the hande of lay elders,
wbo also tage charge of baptiema, fo=
nerals, marriages and the like. The
Btundiste do not rs a priupciple rejeck
the sacramente, but only do not in =&
praotiosl way obeerve them ne thie is
donein the Christian churches in gen-
eral. The old-tashlooed Btondlsts—for
there alsb are septions that have devels
oped mote modern traite—still relaim
infanit baptiem. At the regular SBun-
day services there ta found on the table
beside the Blble, aleo a flask of wine
and somse bread, which the elders die-
tribute among those present in the
spirit of a Jove-fesst. By the side of
the elders they have acpoording to-
apostolo precedeunt, aleo their deacons.
Both offigiale ate ncthing but*breth=
ren,” 7They receive no pay aod are
ohosen only bepsuse of thelr zeal and
wisdom. The form of worehip is that
of the original “Btunde,*’ conslisting in
Bible-readlng and interpretatien, alng-
ing and prayer, and exhortation, The
meetinga are generally held In the.
bomen of the elders, as there are nop
epecial Btundlel bouses of worshlp.

A religious movemeut of this kind In
a prool that there among the mile
ligpns of Russeia {8 a8 great hunger and
thiret for truth, that can be corapletely
sstiefied only through is word who,
Himeeil, ia the truth.

THE DEQIZION of the Biate Bzpreme
couri on the validity of the Australiam
bellot law Is being awalted with
anxlety by the people. There ia no:
doubt but that the court wiil deoclare
what the oonstitutlooul situation la,
but the people are all expectanocy 1o gek
the information. Therefore it Is good
news to learn tbhat the declielon will be
forthcoming not later than Friday of

thls week.} o
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