us in our weakness. He will par-
don our pins if we repent of them.
Ohb! sinners, If there are sinners
here today—and we all are sinners;
but if there are any who feel that
they are almost Jost, I say to you
that God is ready to forgive your
sins, He is ready to blut out your
transgressions, if you will repent of
them. Repentance is what He asks
—true and heartfelt repentance of
sin; then He will forgive your sins,
and He will help you to overcome
your weaknesses. He has not chosen
any of you to be damnped. If you are
damned, it will be because you your-
gelf have chosen to take the road
that leads to damnpation, and not be-
cause of any wish on His partor any
predestination that He has ordained
that such should be the case.

We find in the writings of the
A postles menfion frequently made
of the “*elect’’ and of the “‘chosen.”’
Well, we could do the same
thing, writiug in our day. How
strange it is, and how it gives rise to
tbis view, the experience that we
have in the worlu in preaching the
Guspel! We go into u neighbor-
houd, and we gather in a few. The
great musges of the people pay no
attention to the message of salva-
tion that we declare. Now, whbo
are these that listen? Why, we
might call them very truthfully the
“glect,” the ‘*chosen,” according to
the grace of Gou, as the Apostles so
trequently did.  Yes, we are chosen,
but it is not because the others are
not chugen. 1t is because we, in the
providence and merey of Gud, have
had our hearts softened, so that we
have belicved the truth when we
heard it; we have received it and
rejoiced in it. Therefore, we can
be rightfully called the elect. But
it is not because others are debarred
from these privileges; but because
we have chosen to accept the
message of salvation, In this
way the Lord inspired His
servants in ancient days to speak
and write as they did. They spoke
about foreordination, about the
blest and the chosen, But Paul, in
this chapter that I have read, tells
us who they are plainly; that ‘they
are not all Israel which are of Is-
rael.’’ There are a great many that
inherit the blessings of the cove-
nant, who are of the seed of Abra.
ham, whodo not prove themiselves
worthy ot it, and therefore they are
not all Israel. If they had obeyed
the commandments of God they
woulid have been; they would have
received all the” promises made to
the fathers. For
you that God makes covenants with
men, aild He blesses men, and He
will bless their posterity. This
oughl to be an incentive to every
man to live ashe should do, not
only for his own sake, but for the
salke of his posterity. But are there
not good men that have wicked
children? Certainly. Neveriheless,
God makes promises to His faithful
children. He Jdid to Abraham; yet
Abraham had dJescendants “who
were wicked, and who did not
live to inherit the blessings that
God had promised to their great an-
cestor. But others received theso
promiges; and all the families
of the earth are blessed through

be it known uato.
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faithful Abraham,so we are told,
and they are adopted into his fam-.
ily. God ecalled Abrabam His
friend. What a great Jistinction! He
callied himself the God of Abraham.
Then when Abraham had a son, He
called Himself the God of Abra-
ham and Isanc; and when igaac bad
a son He called Himself the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—three
distinguished men, upon whom He
sealed blessings, and to whom He
gave great promises. He gave unto
Abraham a promise that, if it were
not considered disrespectiul or ir-
reverent, I would szay was the

romize that he should be as a God.

e took bim out and showed him
the stars uf heaven, and said thatas
the stars of heaven were innumer-
able for multitude, aud as the sand
ou the sea shore was ecountless, so
the seed of Abraham should he.
His seed should people the earth,
and in him all the patione of the
earth should be bhlessed. He was
counted so faithful that the Savior
of mankind, the Lord Jesus Him-
self, came through bis lineage.

So in our day. God blesses His
faithful children. He glves unto
them promises; and it is for this
purpose that we rear temples, in
which the rervants of God can go
and receive promises and have
them eealed upon them, that their

sterity and others will receive the

enefit of in years and in ages to
come. Men can have sealed upon
them, by the authority of God, all
those blessings that pertain to
eternity, and that the Lord has made
such frequent allusions ¢n in the
Bible. We should treasure these
promises up in our hearts. They are
not idle words, nor idle promises.
When we are told that we shall
come forth in the morning of the
first resurreclion, clothed with
glory, immortality and eternal jives,
and thatblessing 18 pronounced upon
us by the authority which God has
restored to the earth, depend upon
it, my brethren and sisters, that
promise will be fulfilled. When the
man of God says, I seal upon you
thrones, and principalities, and
powers, and dominions, and exalta-
tions, with the blessings of Ahra-
ham, of Isaaec and of Jacob, rest
assured that will be fulfilled, if you
live for it, and not one word will
fail. Years may eiapse; no matter
how many; vut if the soul who re-
ceives this prowise is faithful, every
word of it will he fulfilled, becange
God cannot hreak His promise. He
has made covenant with His chil-
dren, and He is hound by His

romise. It is that which makes

im God. He is a God of truth.
He could not tell a lie. He could
not deceive.  He could not give a
promise toa man without fulfilling
it.

God knows everything connected
with this work, from the beginning
to the end. The troubles that weare
now going through are all known
to the Lord. He knew them hefore
they took place. He knew the po-
sition we would be in. He knew
how we would act. He knew it by
His foreknowledge, which is infin-
ite. He knows hew these pergecu-
tions will terminzte. He knows
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that Zion bas been founded, never
to be overthrown. He has told us
this will be the case. The gates of
bell will never prevail against the
Zionof God. No matter what we
may go through, no matter whatwe
may have to endure, this is the in-
fallible promise of the Lord Eternal
which 18 made to us. Though we
may go through the deep waters,
though we may passthrough the
fiery furnace, though we may en-
dure severe tr als, (God knows them
all, and He has prepartd for them
all hy His wonderfnl providence.
He will overrule them for His
slory and for the salvation of His
people.  All that is necegsury for us
i5 to do our duty; put our truet in
Him, under all circumstances; not
let our faith fail, but reiy implicitly
and continually upon His promises,
and He will bring us off triumph-
ant in the end. é')d grant it unto
all of us, in the name of Jesus -
Christ. A men.

CHURCH SCHOOL CONVENTION.

The Second Annual Conventiou
of Ghurch Behool Boards and facul-
ties was held in the Boecial Hall,
T'uesday, June 3, 1890, commenc-
ing at 10 a.m., President Wilfurd
Woodruff presiding.

Th meeting was opened with
singing “We thank Thee, O God,
for a Prophet,”’ and prayer was of-
fered by Dr. J. E. Talmage.

President Woodruffetated the ob-
ject of the meeting t6° be the ad-
vancemeut of the Chureh Scliool
system He spoke of the mauy
difficulties in the way of this ad-
vancement, and the assistance
which will accompany the laborers
in this branch of the work of Zion.
He blessed the labora being per-
formed, and expressed his gratifica.
tion at wiiat had been accomplished
in the past.

General Superiutendent K. G.
Maesvr followed, expressing his
reatization of the importance of this
gathering. The speaker procedded
with the relation of his observatiéns
in the schools of Zien,and the sense
he felt of the respousibility and bless-
ings of those who have taken an in.
terest in thismovernent. What has
been done in the past is the work of
God, whe, by His Bpirit has ena-
bled the lat r to be performed ac-
ceptably.

The circolars issued to the various
bonards by the General Board, and es-
peeially Circular No. 5, peint out
the path that is to be pursued, and
the requirements of that circular
will not be fully complied with for
some years to come. But God has
accepted our simple means and ef-
forts and has multiplied thenin the
minds of our students to an astonish-
ing degree. This is the resultof the
influence of God’s Bpir't, and to
Him must thanks and glory be giv-
en. This is said for our mutual un-
derstanding, and this expresses the
whole sense of the church school
work.

The speaker 1aid severa] points be-

fore the convention. It has been
decided that for the first year each
of the teachers labor under an an-

that salvation will come. Heknows | nual’ llcense, - and after that time



