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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

though bs may refuse and thus main-
iain peace.

Whest the movipg cauee s in the
minde 0f Congresemen !s in B mensure
lefi to conjecture. It may be a general
sentimeunt of sympatby for a people
struggling lor political freedom, added
to s ‘eeling of strong condemnstion of
Bpain’s methode; or {l muy be in com-
sequence of the llnanoial Interests that
are sflected hy the contest on the
island; and it may be that the senalore
percelve thal Bpain ¢anvot hold Cuba
much longer and in dire distress msy
tell It to England rather than lel
it go under the Influence of Lhe
Uniled Btater; or that if Coba frees
berself a Mexican proteotorate may he
estahlished tbhere; perbaps » comblna-
tion of these caumer may be operativg.
In any event, there s no mistaking
the fagt that this governmenl e on the
verge of laking deoleive nrotion, let
coneequences be what they may. The
Presldent may hlook tbe way for s
time, but it cannot be for Joog unless
exleling conditions cbange.

With the recognition of Cubsn inde.
pendence possible me one of the
firet events of the new year, a con.
templation of the resulie of that
actlon Is foremoet 1n the publio
miod. If it were the ordibnary
recognilion thal oomes when =&
new government Js able to assert
ttoelf, there would pot be s0 much gon.
cern; for that woald only mean that
Cuhs would bave the same rights tu
Awerican waters as Bpsin [ ae; that
ehe could find temporary retuge for
bher shipe, oould purchase eupplies,
or tloat hnnodr, ot traneact any busl-
nees Lhat & pation Is able to engsge

in. But in thie owse Lhe recogni-
tlon ot the U nited Btates means
that Lhis gnverpment must goer-
antee Cuhba’s independence—ihal
ber Brmy and navy mus!
bhe in service apainsl the

Bpanleh on 1he lsland, just as it was in
bebslf of Texas In the war of 1845—for
Cubs yet has no goveroment to atand
alone,

That Bpnin wlll enter into & conflict
with the IUnited Btates In case of the
recognltion, there Js littlte doubt, Lt is
the only hope Ihe relgnl g dynpaaty
buw of retaining ite plics al the head
of Bpanieb s@aire; for a republic In
Cuba mesnn a republic In Spajlp—
which the Europesn nstiens do nol
look upon with favor. The republioan
movemenl 18 BLropg in Bpain,
and it Cuba fe Jurt wlithout =
strugple with the United 8tates, Lhen
tbe Bpanlsh virtually wlill ray the
government that could not hold &
oolony wegsinst insurrection s Dot
slrong enoagh to rule. The result
would Le an upheaval, and a new re-
public in Evrope. The royal bouse of
Spaip would submit to Lhe hardest
kind of a Lthraghing from the Unlied
Btatee, If that would svert delhrone-
ment.

Apn to Lthe outcome of o war between
this ciuntry. and Bpaip, there is no
%u'eallon from & naturs] puint of view,

nprotecled aetbe coast of the United
Biater o, comparatively, osgainst a
maritime power lHke Enpgland, 1t je
amply guarded sgaloet anything Bpaln
hae the atility Lo 4o, and it would be
epsier fur the United Stotes Lo earry
the war into'Brain thano for the )atter
colntry to meke headway on this Jand.
Ho the reeult that far is o loregone con-

oluslon. Bat it is just probable that
Eungland spd some other Earopean
ostions might wieh 1o say eomething
when the United Btates Ia involved 1n
war, and then the end is beyond tbe
power of man todiecern.

There are In thie country
a great many people who belleve
that tbhe only road to good Limes is
through s war. They would prefer
that European natlones shounld engnee
lo it, s that wouid help trade on thie
ride of the water;they are even willing
for a little trouble with Bpain, think-
ing that the chlie! advantage still
weuld come to business here. Thie
belie! has something to do wilh the
war sentlment, although nokthe ghlel
moving power. The propoeed aotion ol
Congress may bhring ahout more of

war than appears In |mmediate
prospect. Ip any event it augure s
situatlon of extreme seriousuesr

which renders ita poesible that from
the nsction of this government, grow.
log out of a aympathy with Cuhs
which found earlieat lodgment in the
Boothern Btates and from Lthere apread
over the counlry, war may be *ppurey
oul upon all nations,*?

THE LANGUAGE OF OUR LORD.

Recent investlgations to secertalo
what language bur Bavior epoke,whep
on earth, estahlish the frot that it wae
Aramnlo snd pot Hebrew, ss once
commobly supposed. Mre. Agnes
Smith lewle, who some time ago dfe-
covered the anclent Byrlao text ol the
four goepele in the monastery at Mount
Binal, in an ariilcle in The Cenlury
gives pome reasone for this view,

There ‘are, for loslmbnce, numeroos
Aramsnjo phraees in the Llext of the
New Testament, represented as literal
quutations irom the eayings of Ohrist,
such as '“Ephphaia?* (Be opebned),
*Talitha cumi' (Malden,sriee),and the
ory of agony on Lbe croes, “Eio), «lo),
lama esbachtani?** Then names of
places und pereous are often given jo
their Byriag form, me " Bar’’ (son), In-
atead of the Hebrew “Ben,” in Bar-
tholomew, Barabbas, Bar-Jesue, Bar-
Jona, Barnabne, Bar-Tix ®eus. There
are further “Cephsa* (a stone), **Boan-
erges’? (#0ne of thuonuer), “Bappnirs?
{the beantifu), “Thomu’? {Lhe twin),
«Martha® (the mistreee), **Tahitha?’
{the gezelle), **Bethealds?’ {house of
fishing), **Nazareth’* {watoh), **Geth-
semsue’’ (old ptess), **Golgotha?’
{plaee of a tkul), aDd **Aceldema??
{the fleld of blooa}, all of which are ot
Byriso origin. The wordes “mammor,"”
tsraca? and “*abba’ are also Byriac. *

Another very strong argument ls
advancosd. Mre. Lewin oalls altention
tolhe fact that Bemitio peopler delight
in puns and Assonuuoces, or jingles of
wordse, The Koran, for instance, de-
rives muoh of 118 suppoeed sanutity
from this caose mlone. Iwv the Byriso
verslon of Chbrie\’s dlecourees, Lthie
genuine Bemiue obarsoteristic s
prominepd, although it ie, of couree,
jost in Llhe translations. For insiance
ju the saylpg: “*He who committeth
8in ie the rlave of sin,’” the worde for
sgommit’? and “*elave’’ are bat differ.
ent forms of one word. A similar play
on worde {s noticed in this passage: *'I

ruy to my slave do thile, and he deetb
i,

The practica]l Importapce of Lbis-
queetion 1» peen in the lnterpretalion
ol some difficult sentences In the New
Teslament, In the parahle of the
unfaitbful servant in Matibew 24, 1k ls
enid, **Tbe lord uf that pervant ehall
come in 8 day when be expeoctelh nor,
and {u an boar when be kEnoweth not,
and sball oot him asunder and appolint
biu psrifon with the hypocriter,”” The
objection 1a hardly avoidahle that in
the parabie the punishment seems nut
of sll proportion to the cflense. No
Jewleh bouseholder would have
out s esrvant Lo pieces for the
neglect of duty mealioned. In
the Hyrlasg fund on Mount
Bipai it sppears that Lhe word trana.
lated ‘Sent ip pleces? 18 o word which
alar means “divide or appoint a por.
tion,’’ and if thie is the expresslon ueted
by our Lord, the meaning las thst the
portlon of the eervant was appolnted
wlith the hypooriles,

Anolher of Christ's say)nge, whioh
by the way bse caused muaoch ridienle
smong ubbellevers and diffiouitiex
among theologiane, 18 Matt, 8:22: **Buat
Jeeus 8ajd unto bim, Follow me, and
let the dead bury their dead.” How
can the dead bury the aead? The Byriao
verelons read: “*Let the buriere [1. e, the
graved|geers or undertaker:] bury their
dead.”” The probabllity is that the
young map in the goepel narrative,
when acked lo follow Jesup, sugmested
that be would like to »tuy st home,
like otber Jews, ue long ae his father
lived and until he had paid his lask
fillal duties to the remaine, and that
after that be wonld hecome & dieciple;
to whioh our Lord replied that the
care of the morts) part in man wae of
segondary importance, A grave dig-
ger could attend that. The fAret duty
wae to preach the kingdom of God.

It eeenis lkely, too, thut If the
poipt he estahlished that the
lapgusge dsily epoken hy tbe
Lord and His dirolplea was the
8 remalo it follows that we must eUp-
pore that at lesst Bome of the four
goepels were origlnally wrilten 1o thie
dialeot, and that cobnsequently Lhe
Greek coples now exlant muael he re-
gerded as traneiatione of earlier doou.
ments, This point wil] be thought
of grealest importance for bibiical
eritiolam. A council beld by Protest.
snts in Bwitzerland in 1675 deoclared
that the Bible *is the singie and un-
corrupted rule of our faith and life, by
whoee standard,; as hy a louohetone,
all verslope which exist, whelher
Esstern or Western, must he tried, and
| whsrever they vary¥, be made coo-

formahle to iL?* But Lhls was
clajmed, s far as the New
Testament is concerned, for the

Greek version. A nond this ia substap-
tially the pesition of the Protestants
tedery. But il eome of Lhe goapels can
he preven to be Lranslations from
enrlier Aramaio versione, it is evidect
that these, Dot the Greek, would be:
the stapdard.

The old Aramalo language war, as
far as kpown, orlginslly epnhken ip
Syria and Mesopotamis. It ls the
mofher tongue of Ohaldean as spoken
in Babylon and of the later Arsm®n,
spoken in Byrie, The Arsuzien
spoken ol the Lime of our Lord in
Palestine was no deuht s mixture of
Hebrew and Bynan dislecte, A




