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THE SILENT sylowSNOW POSSESSED THE EARTH
A ABTBY ALFRED TENNYSON
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plain talktaik upon plain subjects

0 o timeime is now to bebe lost in getting seed
in ground the late snows having
s urratedte the earth which previously had
becomebecom very dry when it is again in suitable

allkiill hiship
conconditionionlon a most excellent opportunity will
be affordedlardedaff for planting such seeds as were
not plapiaplannedfiled before it I1

wek
ppresumeresume that most of our farmers and

gardenergardeners haveshave already planted their beet and
carrot seeseedbeedtd these seeds should always be
put into the ground as early as the season will
admit however if there are any still having0theandtheanothem to pplantant who have a rich moist plat of
ground prepared by good culture they may

do v ernwellery wellweli
n thiIss conneconnectatlolo cewillwe will say that inas-

muchuch aass there was not thisQs spring sufficient
and beet seed to supply the demand we

trust thatt our seedsmen have made provision
for antanabundant supply of pure seed for nexnext
apspritesapaang is planting As a rule however far-
mers should grow their own seed in general
they have better facilities for rpropagatingpropagating

seed than those living in cities and as
it aymay nottnit be practicable in all cases for
residents of the city to do so such will have
to dependj d uponlipon the

theereisere is in our judgment0merit no more caadcause for
ferifertrohithat too much carrot or beet seed may be
grown than there is that too much carrot or
aeeti seed should be planted or that the carrot40 1 I1

should become like the abundance
of grain Ain california a curse

there are so many purposes for which these
mosimost valuable roots can be used that so long
as we have a disposition to appropriate them
they will be in good demand they are em-
phaticallyphareailyally the home product of the farmer be-
cause sq admirably and substantially adapted
to ilfelife d tan wants rather than to be used as
commodities of elchanexchange0e for tuethe amsyflimsy fabrics I1

of the foreign jobber
weave trust that every farmer and every other

pensonperson who hasbas any portionp of his grounds
allotted to the culture of these roots will spare
no labor to render the crop as large as may
be keep them as clear of weeds as possible
and ielebletlethemthem be regularegularlyialy and judiciously irri-
gated not saturated or flooded if it can be
axamodedavoaYoodedaed but so watered that thetbt soil shall ba
modmodemoderated moistened without afterwards
bakingbaiipil anthe surface aroundground the plants

the first irrigation should not be applied
until the water is required by the plants

bly always be readily observed by theaf 4slightlight drodrooping of the leaves but whilo there
is boistureoisture in the soil to keep the

the application of
water ishr frequent 2 plants so treat-
ed sometimes curlitlurd i cool nights

tutuoennCNN0 a yellowish color
and seldom ilyliy ehohoweverweverweier
wellweli cared for V

frequent hleingoeingss during ftE seasonreason will not
only assist to keep down the weedseeds but loosen
the soil so that in irrigationirrigating the moisture will
penetrate deeper and give the a better
chance Idtri develop themselves etl

having thus briefly alluded toato a matter
whickwhich we deem as one of the most important
that ca iffe attention of

minming community namelytheblythe culturecuitee of roots
we will leave the subject for the present and

pass to a momentary consideration ofaf a few
things indirectly connected therewith and
more directly pertinent ioto the labors and
duties of the season

the potatoe another of thalthilroot tribe be-
longing however more properly to the tuber-
ous speciesipecles is universally prized for table use
it is also valuable for feeding both raw and
cooked to animals

for a main crop they should not be plantedplantee
too early as the late planted do best in this
territory for early use of course the
have been planted several weeks since but il

any shoots had made their appearance previ-
ous atheto0 the late frost unless protected by a
covering they probably shared the fate of the
early planted beans the potatoes howverhowever
will put forth again while the beans it is
needless to say are past redemption

the same misfortune occurred last season
to many who had planted their beans too
early As a general rule we may here state
that beans we mean the common kinds
should not be planted till about the of
may

butB littit to return to the potatoepotatoe duringt the
past two or three years the crop of potatoes
grown has not supplied the wants 0 the peo-
ple in the spring of 1859 there was a great
scarcity of seed potatoes and in this vicinity
at least are now very scarce

why is this Is there a lack of lands well
adapted to this crop or have those lands been
appropriated to raisingraisin grain because for-
sooth the latter seemed to yield a greater re-
turn whichwhick in truth is not the case the
relative differencediffie rence between the two crops in
the exhaustion of the soil and other things of
equal moment being0 donsiconsidereddered

we are in hopes that this yearns crop of
potatoes will be heavier than the lastlasts and
if there should be an apparent deficiency that
there willbewill be at eastleast a full supply of
seed preservepreserveded fortor the following years crop
that we may onceorice again have them inint abund-
ance for feeding to milk cows which whenhen
cut up raw highly promotes the flow of milk
and for table use

the sorghum sucre of whichC4 so much has
been said and written during the few years

I1 past both here and elsewhere was last year
quite generally cultivated and a considerable
quantity of good syrup was manufactured
from itsis juicefulce however a large quantity of
the cane waswaa injured by frost which so
chanchangeda ed the saccharine matter as to render it
bitter more particularly at the joints thus in
the manufacturing process causing a most
disagreeablec effluvia or stench to arise from it
and the syrup notwithstanding the aid of
acids and other neutralizing substances was
wholly unfit for iniimmediatemediate use what effect
time would have upon it remains to be seen

A prominent farmer in this county had a
field of several acres planted with the sorghum
sucre whichabich was cut before the fatal frost
and lay on the ground a few days previous to
beinbeing0 worked up and as weve learned from the
superintendent of the factory nearly or quite
the whole quantity of syrup when drawn
off was very far from being as good as
could have been desired other lotslota of cane
when worked up turned out worse and some
a little better but so far as we have been
able to judge from facts and the observation
of practical genigentlemenlemen all the capecane that was
cut before the severe frost allenalie notnot quite
ripe and permitted to remain but a few days
oliolfon the ground preprevious to being worked up
was seriously damaged so that even an ordin-
ary quality of molasses could not be made
from it while that left standing until ionlonlongiong
after the first frost though not fully ripe was
wholly or comparatively uninjured

these facts will prove valuable if remem-
bered in our future operations with the
sorghum and doubtless ere ionlonlongiong we shall be
able to so managemanae0 the cane as in a great de-
gree to avoid tthehe disadisagreeable0 infection and
the serious losses which have been experienced
the past year

that the sorghum cane can always be pro-
fitably geowngrown for making a delicious syrup
we are thoroughly0 convinced but that it pos-
sesses all the excellencies claimed for it by
many behavewe have learned is fallacious the
cane after it has grown to a medium height
becomes possessed of a hardbards flinty casing in-
digestible and said by some to be dangerous to
feed to animals when fed to milk cows it
has a tendency to diminish the flowflobofof milk

being a grossgrois feeding plant ilsits demand uponupon
certain elementselements in the soil is very great
nearly as much probably as any other crop
usually cultivated in this territory

in consideration of these facts though not
by any meansmean wishingswishing to discourage any ioin
this city or elsewhere who have rich and
suitable grounds designed for this crop weve
conclude that beets and other crops for the
ffeeding of stock may be as easily cultivated
by the farmer and from which he can if he
desires obtain the much needed sweetening
for home use with less outlay of labor less
exhaustion of soil and more benefit to himself

it will be considered superfluous here to
state that a good article 0of molasses can be
produced from the white suarsusugarar beet webehavehave
tasted some this spring made from this root
which waswaa very palatable almost devoid of
the tangatang that which is most objectionable in
the juice of the beetbeit that this tomtang could be
expelled to some extent by additional care in
the culture suitable apparatus and chemical
agents we have but little doubt

with the proper cultivation at least one
thousand bushels of beets could be raised per
acre and even more in rich deep soils with
increased attention estimating the yield of
molasses at half a gallon per bushel we should
have about five hundred gallons which at
the rate of one dollar per gallon a very mod-
erate estimate would give the handsome sum
of five hundred dollars from this amount
deduct one halfhalt for manufacturing and we
have two hundred and fifty dollars remaining

the product of a single acre
Sshouldou d this seem to be arian exaggeration this

amount may be reduced twenty five or even
fifty per cent and then with the compara-
tively trifling exhaustion of soil and the large
amount of ppalatablealaaiapalatabletabletabie feed remainingr in the
shape of beet cake after the juice iis express-
ed if we are not mistaken the profits in
every respect from an acre of sugar beets will
equal and perhaps exceed thos e resulting from
an acre of the sorghum if not of any ototherther
crop that can be raised here when manufac-
tured into molasses but in our opinion the
greatest profit will be realized when fed to
boik k

the syrup from the sorghum in all proba-
bility for some time to come will be superior
in flavor to that made from the bebeetet and better
adapted for preserving and other similar uses
abid wiltwill consequently command a higher mar-
ket price but will it not be better to more
generally cultivate the sumarsugarsugar0 beet to feed to
stock and from wwhichh I1 ch to manufacture a con-
siderablesiderable portion of our molmoimolassesasies

in addition to the above facts deduced as
f

arguments for the more extensive culture ot
beets as also other roots to in part substitute
the inordinate growingbrowin0 of grain weve will also
state that from the juice of the beet can be
manufactured a quality of beer possessing
properties highlyt of health as a

mild drink though it could be made as
strong0 as desired and in the opinion of good
judges7 in all respects equal if not superior to
the malt beer

N

here aag0 ainisalnis another incentive to the more
extensive culture of roots could we present
to our readers an exhibit of the full amount of
grain annually consumed herehereinin the manufac-
ture of malt beer alone leavinleaving out of the es-
timate almogaltogetherethers that used at our distilleries
it would doubtless show an aggregate far be-
yond that which many have imagined and if
beer must be hadhac from sosomesomain e quarter and we
have no serious objections to using a little of
it occasionally as a mild drinkdrinks when in
a pure unadulterated state
we submit to our manufacturers and others
avhetherwhether a more healthful more palat-
able cheaper and better article cannot be
made from beet juice by which means our
graingralli which will keep fromfrona year to year
whilewhid roots will not might be stored for the
dayiihenehen it shall be imperatively needed

indian corncorry melon and other vine seeds if
plaitedplanted now will succeed should there be no
moramors frost

to plant cucumber and melon seeds about the
first day of june is the practice with many
old farmers and men of experience but if
planted now lest there should be a failure it
will bewellbe wellweli not to plant all your seed so that
if reinfredreltdred you may have enough for replantre plant
ining beans also may be placed in the same
cacategorybemorytemory

generally in this altitude those seeds plplant-
ed

ant
earliest accordance with their

season flourish the best in this casecise

it is admissible that more regard should be
had to therthi theory of planting in the bil Ahanban
to that of planting idivi the moonoon

culture and use of herbs
our readers have already perused one article

on this subject from the pen of mr E sayerssaye
probably however all have not given it the
attention it deserved in a familfamilyY especially
where there are children the use of yeiyerherbsg
with those skilled in using7 them is found to
be a panacea far more effectual and much lesiesless
liable to do injury than the nostrums usually
administered and procured from the druggis
store which sometimes being found immod-
erately drudruggedcd have proved injurious ifJ not
fatal

herbs wisely and judiciously applied so
fartar as their properties are commonly known
possess qualities highly medicinal and dodoubt-
less

abt
when they shall have been more general-

ly known and introduced will chiefly susuper-
sede

er
the use of mineral medicines as well as

those poisonous mixtures prepared abroad
and wholly unfit to be taken into the stomach
either by manroan woman or child

whether correct or not in our judgment
C in

this we do confidently anticipate the time
when all poisonous minerals and drugs in the
treatment odtheof the sick shall be discarded even
in the world and when the leaves of thether
trees shall be used for the dealinghealing0 of the
nations

there are many native plants some oiof
which are met with in our daily walks and
commonly esteemed as useless weeds which
are known to possess healing properties in
certain forms of disease or in correcting0 or
removing obstructionsetc Theseif cultivated
curedcured and carefully put up at home in pack-
agesaesaZ

es for future use would save many steps ian
going to and from the apothecaryls shop be-
sides the cost of the prescription not an iiin-
considerable

n
item in this country and in the

handsbands of the skillful nurse afford a cheap
agreeable safe and speedyedy remedy for many
of the ills to which flesh is heir when perad-
venture all the doctors opiates would failfall

weweareare nonot fully aware to what extent herbs
are cultivated in this city or in the various
settlements throughout the territory but that
there are persons who hold herbs in high
estimation for their medicinal properties we
are well aware we would thattha the number
of this class were greatly increased and that
with the increase odtheof the number of those who
advocate the use of herbs in all cases where
their use can be of any possible benefit there
may also be a corresponding increase in know-
ledge relative to the nature and intrinsic beat-
ing

heat-
ingin virtues to be found in the almost number-
less varieties of herbs both native and exotic
now grogrowinggrowlwi in the territory

nor would we stop there if there are in
the old world plants of known excellence forfoe
medical uses so far as they can be procured
let us have themthern brought0 hither but pending
this we suggest that those who are acquaintedacquainted
with the various species of0 our herbs
go to collect and cultivate them and when
classified furnish us with a descriptive list
toetogtogetherrether with the names understoodfo0ail

and the peculiar medicinal properties possess
edby each that they may become knownI1 ankana
glngengenerallyge brally cultivated

gophers and fruit trees
there has been andawl continues to be consid-

erable injury done to fruit trees especially in
the lower parts of this city by the little ani-
mal called the gopher and as there seems to-
be some difficulty in capturing them we pub-
lish the following from mrarc I1L S hemhemenwayenway
beinicing the result of his own experience

thisthis animal is very destructive upon fruitfrlix
treesrees and as many complain of0 damages done
is it not best to bring these little pests to an
account for their depredations

the horticulturist has but a poor chance
with enemies at both ends ofoe his trees
gophers at the roots and two legged featherl-
ess animals at the fruit bothdoth of which
should be called totoaa strict account for liefliet

x t
misdeeds

gophers are very fond of the roots of the
appleappie tree and will cut off roots cne and
two inches in diameter frequently destroying
them especially young trees I1 have no doubt
that a great portion of the fruit trees that
have failed or become stunted in growth in
manynany places herebere have been injured by them
and when their works or heaps are seen iniin

orchard or garden they should be at antesong
ferreted destroyed


