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however not lo be loo eure about this,
as these are the same people who sald
before the blll was passed by the Sen-
ate that a vote would not he reached
on it before the fourth of March. It s
homeau natore to see future happenings
ap you wish them.

Lack of time may prevent the House
committe that 18 inveatigating the ex-
penditures of the Pruama ocanal com-
paoy in the United mtates getting to
the bottom of things, It ia already
clear tubal an enormous amouut of
mopey was spent In this country, some
think as much as $26,000,000, snd that
much of it wasspent for the purpose of
jnfluencing public opinlon; which was
at one time inclined to be very unfav-
orable to the oanal, but the receivers
of the money are yel to be uncovered,
No oredence ls giveu here to the
rumeor that members of the committee
were purposely killing time so that
pothlng would be found out,

The House appropriation committee
has agreed to amendments to the
pension appropriation biill providiug
for a trapsfer of the pension office to
the war department and the detall of
army officers to mauage it] slgo for the
euspeosion of ull pensions paid to men
having an annual income of 3600 or
more, to widows Who married sinee
April, 1870, aud, except tor total dle-
abilities, to non-reeident aliens. Chair-
man Hoelman voted with the Republi-
cans apalost thegr amendments,

No disputes of any kind occurred
Wednesday when the Benate and
Houge held a jolntsessiou and counted
The official an-
nouncement of the result was rather
too chestnutty to oreate aunytbing like
n sensation.

The quaraniine bill is Low {9 the
handsof President Harrison, and will
probably bea law by the time thia js
printed. It passed the House without
serious opposition just as it originally
passed the Senate. The couniry may
now rest assured that i{ the cholerz
gets into the Uoited Biates this yea. it
wlli not be tor lack of legal autoority
to take the Decessary precautions to
preventit. This bill furalsher another
example of the fuct, evmetimes for-
gotten,that the willof the peopie, when
ex pressed, i8 always stronger than the
will of politicians.

It the Democrats in Congress who
are generally credited with enjoyiug
Mr. Cleveland’s confidence know
what they are taiking about an early
extra session of the Fifty-third Con-
yress is now acertalnty, There ave,
however, still some Jduubtera. Repre
sentallve Abbat, of Texas, s one of
them. Heesays: “Thereis no danger
of ap extra sesslon for Mr, Cleveiand
bas too much sagacity toeall Coogress
together to 1y to accomplish the
repeal of the siiver law, with all the
chances against such a repeal,” But
Mr. Abbott Isiu the minority,

Negottations for the unnevxation of
Hawall are golog on, but the resalt s
not yet 1o elght. s

Which party represents (ree trade,
and which the Republicau members of
the House® commiliee on ways and
means vote in favorof a bill to put all
works of art on the free list, and with
two exceptions all of the Demouoratic

CUPID'S CARNIVAL.
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Everrbody knowe that 8t Valen-
tine’s day falia on February 14th, but
probably very few cawm give an
accurate and futelligent account of iie
ofigin, or are aware of the fact that
the good Bt. Valentine, for whom it ia
named, never either directly or indi.
rectly bore any relation whatever to
its observances. When Christlanity
began to sbed it first juminous rays
over the hearts of Pagas Rome, one of
the chlef difficulties encouniered |n
tbe jconversion of these old heathens
was their deep-rooted atiachment to
the many festivala and cuetoms which
they hau so Jong observed 1o hobor of
tholr duties. 'The eariy [athers of the
church found it impossible to detach
them from those ceremonies, Despair-
log at leugth of being able to uo so,
they sought to so modify the form ol
thepe heathen obeervations as to give
them a [religluus oharacter, thereby
trunsmogrifying them iute Curistinn
ceremonials held upon the same dates,

From maoy centuries betore Cnrist
the Romans hau been accustomed to
bold great feasts in benor of Pan and
Juro durlng February, from which
month the latter deity derived ber
sdditiona! namea of Februata, Feb-
tuniis any Fubrulla, Toese festivities
were ENown as the Lupercalia, aud
during thelr comtlouance, nmong &
gresl many other ceremouies, small
tablets bearlng the pames of young
women were placed in a box and
drawn out by the young men after the
man ¢r of a lottery. JKaoh person
drawlog wae in honor bound o be the
fnithfol attend=nt of her who had fullen
to his Iot from that time until twelve
months hau rolled around and brought
another Lupercalia and a npew draw-
ing, though it not unfrequently bap-
pened that long before thul time the
con.tant association thus engendered
bad ocaused this sham engagement Lo
terminate in a real oue.

For those heathen festivities of the
Lupercalin the carly fathers substitut-
vd those of Bt Vaulentine®s day, thus
retBining the date of the ancieut testi
val, Xt huas een stated that it wus
from the fast that Bt Valentine was
repowned for his universsi love and
charity that the custum of chuosiug
love-partners upon his birthday sand
eailing thea by his naine took it rise,
but the ficonuclasis who have long
eluce veprived Culumbug of the honur
of having discovered A merica, who
have tuken away Washington’s little
hatobet aud who have overihrown ana
estroyed oountless other loug-wor-
shipped idols of our firesldes and
market-places, havefully demonsatrated
the tallacy of this fdea. The only
resson why the christiani-ed Luper-
calin wns observed on Bt. Valeutiue’s
duy was simply to huve it fail upon «»
eacred occasion of approximate date
and to conaect ft with Christiaoity
through a great salot who sullered
martyrdom in the third century, belug
first heaten with olubs and then be-
headed, while n priest at Rome, whereo
his remalns now rest in the church
of Bt. Praxodes, and where & gate—
now knownas the Porta del Popolo—
wae formerly called in bis honor the
Porta Valent ne.

members against it

The good churcbman modifled the

form of the maltrimonial lottery of the
Lupercalia by substituting the uames
of particular Baints to bedrawn as
valentines instead of the names of
men and women, From this ancient
usage iz derived the gustom, stlll oc-
casionally observed in some Catholle
¢nuntrles, of selecling on Bt. Valentine
Day forthe ensulng year a patrono
saint who 18 oalled a valentine. But
the youug men nud maidens, Audiug
littleamusement o drawing out the
names of dead and gose saints, scon
telapsed into thelr old custom of
drawing vach other, and even at the
present time in many of the rucal
distriots of England and Sootluud it is
customary on the eve of Bt, Valen-
tine’s Day,for the young People of both
sexes to draw lots tor avalentine,asthe
men draw from & bag containiog the
names of the maids,while thelatterdraw
from one ¢ontaluing the namee of the
men, it generally happens tuat each
person has two valentines, but the
young men regard thempelves much
mure strongly b_uod to the valentine
they have drawn than to the
oue who bas drawp them. If,
88 sometimes happsus, & youug man
aud woman shouid each chauce lo draw
the other, it 13 regurded as abrolutely
certain that they are destived to wed,
aud must not, under suy Clreumsian-
ces, permit their attention or aftection
to center eleewhere,

The custom ol exchanging amatory
addresses iu poetry or prose between
lovers ou,81. Valentine’s Day is a very
old ome, dating back to the old Romau
Lupercalia, when lostead of a sheet of
vlegant note paper, a gold pen and vio-
let ink, the gallsot young cltizens of
Rome indited the.r valentines by menna
of waxen tablets and asiylus, Home
of the early Euglieh poets devoted
much attention to the ecmposition of
these love sonuets appropriate to Bt,
Valentine’s Day and owed their reputa-
tion largely to such works, Prominent
among su¢h was Charles, Duke of Or-
leans, who was taken prisoner at the
battle or Agiocourt, and Draytou, a
poet of Bhukeapeare’s time, whose now
almoat forgotien works abound in pas-
sages of rare beauty.

But written valentines long since
ceused 10 be the fashion, The printed
wnd palnted productions of tbe station-
ers® shops supplanted them years ago,
and the latter cuntluue to grow more
and more elaborate, artistle any ox-
ponsive as time rolls on. An excel-
lent description of such a valentine is
giveu by Dickens in his **Pickwick
apers,’”’ where he tells how HSam
Wouller, on gaziog ioto a stationer’s
window on t, Valentine’s Eve, beheld
a “bighly colored repressntatiou of a
couple of human hearts skewered to-
gether by an arrow, cooking before a
cheeriul fire, while a male and femalo
canoibal in modest uttire, the goeutle-
man bwing olad in & blue cont and
white trousers, and the ludy in u deep
red pelisse, with a parasol of the same
—were approacblug the meal with
hungry ey¥es up R serpentiue gravel
path leading thereunto. A deoidediy
indeljcate young gentleman, in a pair
of wings and nothiug else, waa depiat-
ed ssguperintending the cooking. A
representation of the aplre of the
church in Langham place appeared in
the distance, and the Whole formed a
valentine.’?

The applicatlon of the term *‘valen-



