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CHANGED HIS BELIEF

another prominent ecclesiastic seems
to have sufferedbuffered shipwreck of faith
being cast ashoreashor on00 the dangerous
rooksrocks of modern criticism of the bible
As announced toID the dispatches ordr
richard smith professor of greek
hebrew and sanskrit at a methodist
college in west virginia hasban resigned
hiehi chair on account of a change of re-
ligious views the learned scholar ie18

inclined to doubt the inspiration of
certain portions of the bible and where
be grants inspiration at all he believes
the scriptures are inspired in no other
sense than the hymn book for in-
stance paul and other authors of thehe
bible were inspired men only as were
martin luther or jiho wesley in
later times this being from a metho-
dist point of view heresy the proprofessorfeor
resigned his position in thatchat denomi-
nation

it isia perhaps only natural that
among biblical scholars who chiefly
are concerconcerned about the languages lu
which the sacred books were written
and who asan a matter of factact pay principal
attention to a critical study of the text
and the variations in readings etc
there should be a tendency to doubt as
regardsregard inspiration just as abwtb u is a
tendencytand 93 materialism au aber
forms of infidelity among a large ianglass
of students of the physical sciences
they are soBO absorbed in the abephe-
nomena of the perceptible universe
that they have no eye for the opispiritualritual
forces on which they depend with the
noted professor who told
hlahis audience he had been studying
anatomy for fitlyfifty years without being
able to discover the slightest trace of a

soul in the human body they are in
dined to think that what they 0 annot
seeflee does not exist I1ina the same way
critical scholars of the bible are apt to
find themselves tortured by doubts
because they encounter difficulties in

the presence ofaof a divine
element in a text thatabac bears sooiso many
marks of bum n imperfections As
stated this tendency to skepticism
on an important point is easily ac-
counted for it is very plain that it in
owing to the fact that the various
divisions of the groatgreat churches
of the world are all in error
regarding the personality and the
spirit of the supreme being anai well
as his relation to the children of men
and the revelations given were these
points clear the doctrine of inspira-
tion would cause but little difficulty

in one sense it tois undoubtedly true
that men like martin lutherjluther and john
wesley were inspired As fr asan they
were instruments in the handband of
providenceProvidencetoto perform the work to
which theymey were devoted they were
under the influence of the divine
spirit so were numerous others in
different partspart of the world with all
their feebleness of perception and
other imperfections but on that
account toIs the conclusion In avoidable
that paul and other biblical authors
possessed inspiration toin no higher
degree thanban thesetheme certainly not
neither JLiiblitherther nor wesley claimed
the authority with which paul spoke

when announcing webe will of the
lord

turning to the bible it is evident
that both old and nownew testament
authors claim that their writings artar
composedomposed under the guidance or the
spirit the scripturesscripture therefore ano
this applies equally to the records of the
Lama ouon anim continent and the
revelations given to the cauich in thisthi
axeage are the utterance of tilethe divine
will ex Dressing the ideasdes the holy
spirit intended as near as this coulhooulu
be done toin human language by tbthip

human instruments employed the
auauthorsthorr bad the special riftpitta of abu
reflecting the divine will thisthib luit

however in the lanaulanaraeae
of a prominent theologian ad-
mitted loin the elored writers of diligent
and faithful research of the expression
of the samegame thought in different borit
of such differences between the ac
counts BBas would be likely tjti ariae from
the different tanustano a otof oucheach
author of quotationsquotation from inspired and
uninspired documentsdocument and or peculi-
arities of style arising from
otof intellectual structure audand romfrom buuecu
oatnationalional and other influenced these
factsaota are all stated by the inspired
authors themselves and d not appear
to present any serious difficulties but
when an attempt Is made to foam
a theory embodyembodyinglog thosethese facts
obstacles will arise until the
chief fact laIs admitted that
inspiration and revelation are iuaf
much a part of t teie christian religion
in this age as luin former it lope beatt ane
it is an evidence againstagai the theology
of the world that its most profound
students stumble and fall over one otof

the fundamentallund truths of the chris-
tian religion

THE DEAD SHALL LIVE I1

during the present century there
have been many reforms inID the preach-
ing of so called christian doctrines
and to aR considerable extent there hashag

been a weeding out of fallacious ideas
suchmuch as infant damnation hopelessness
after death eternal subjectionabjection to put
ashmentiehish ment etc thesetheme changes have
been a direct result of the preaching of
the gospel as restored in this dispensa-
tiontion and a consequent grinding otof
the false dogmas by the progress olof
light and reason the unin-
spired preachersprea chera that Isif so far as
divine inspiration isin concerned
still seek to blind the pe ale by declar-
ing as a part of that which
is subversive of basal Chrchristian prin-
ciple and are adding new fads and

s which they esteem to be
suited to their whims or the carrying
out of belr purposes

A typical illustration of professing
christianschristiana assaulting a fundamental
principle of Isin chewn in
the recent sermon of dr J 8 thom-
son the Ualunitarian who was requested
to state thehe positiontion of hisbin sect on thehe
resurrection he tokt ok up the instance
of lazarusLaz arup claiming that he was not
dead at the time the miracle was per-
formed

r
but that christ by aishis

spiritual power arrested the process of
dying saysbaya mr thomson

he was not yet dead he was asleep in
death butbat the sleep was not yetyei so pro-
found asan to be an eternal seseparationaranton of
spirit and body A cord or cords binding
together mortal and immortal parts had
not yet been sundered the spirit was
slowly or gradually separating itself
from the body christ summoned the de-
parting spirit back to the earthly taber-
nacle before absolute death had taken
place rhabaelisha pe er and paul restored to
life those who had just died and in the
casecaseltof the daughter of jairus and the
sonbon of the widow of nain christ also
called them back to life before they had
been interred A resurrection of life into
a putrifled body never took place

As to what be says never took
place y the reverend gentleman evi-
dently does not possess a knowledge of
all that hasbaa occurredcurreaoc for in that state
moot he denies a fu oilad amenta
otor christianity clearly and forcibly
expressed toin tootoe scriptures and main
abbedtarried by the factsacts and by reason
jotjob declareddeclare the principle that
though worms should destroy hisbis
bodybody yet liain hisbis flesh nehe should gee
god 26 27 isaiah also teaches
the dead brza wiwillbullll live together

with my dead body shall they arise 29

christ himself was the first to rise
from the dead after that the gravengrave
were opened and many of the visinta
which I pt arose and women re-
ceived their leaddead raised to life
again the body of th lord lay I1inn
the tomb but a short time and there-
fore saw a i corruption P which fact
was commented upon as specially
notable but there toIs not the slightest
foundation for a supposition that the
saints who came out of the graves
after the resurrection and went into
the holy city Y all hadbad died within the1

brief time that elapsed bebetweentween the
crucifixion and their resurrection and
titetherefore that their bodies had not
known corruptcorruptiontoo

the doctrine of a resurrection com-
ingI1 ng to every body even though it be
petrified by worms or concan
8umed by fire is a direct teaching of
real christianity Asan the apostle
john declared all that are in the
graves shall hearbear his voice and
shall came forth alsoalao the apos-
tle Ppaulaul luu christ shall
all be made alive but every man in
hiebis own order christ thehe first fruits
jesus body oamacame from the tomb waawas
re occupied by his spirit and became
a living tabernacletaber oace of flesh and bonesbone
anaa ibe first fruitstruita of the resurrec-
tion his spirit and body were reunited
after he had passed through the ordeal
of deattideat all men follow asaa subsequent

fruitsfruita in being restored to life each
in hisbie own order whether be has lain
in the grave one or a hundred yearsyeara
or more many of the saints toin thegrave were included in fruits
immediately followinglowingol the Savl orsis
resurrection enese were not called
back to life before they were in
berred P

AsAB to absoluteabao lute death PP or canan eter-
nal separation of spirit and body Is

theretothere ia no such thing in the process
which ends mortal existence and Isie the

of consigning the body to thebe
tombcomb in this case death isi wethe process
of change by which man entersen ten
another sphere the spirit and the
body or elements of tabernacle are
separated in effecting that change


