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THANGED HIS BELIEF.

e

A notber prominent ecclesinstic seeme
to have suflered shipwreck of faitb,
beiog cast ashors on the dangerocue

rocks of mudern eriticlsm of the Bible.
Ar apnounced ip the dispatcbes Dr.
Ricbard Bmiih, professor of Greek,
Hebrew and Banskrit at a Melhodist
college in West Virginia has resigoed
hims ghair on account of a change of re-
ligious views, 'The learned acholar le
incliuved to douby tbe iospiration of
certain portioos of the Bibleaud where
he grants inepiration at all, be believes
the Berlptures are Ipspired in no other
sense than the hymu book, for in-
stance; Paul and other authora of the
Bible were Inspired men only as were
Martin Luther or Johb Wesley in
later times, This belng, from a Metho-
dinat point of view, heresy, the professor
resigned his pesition lo that deoomi-
nation.

it is perhaps only batural that
smong biblical scbolars, who chiefly
are concerped abgut the jangubges ju
which the sacred booke were written,
and who ae a matterof {act pay principal
attention to a oritical study of the text
and the variations in readings, etc.,
there should he a tendency to deouht as
regards juspiration, just s therc fs &
tendency t)> materinilemy aow ther
forme of infidelity amoag a large olses
of students of the pbysieal ecleoces,
They are s0 absorpbed in the phe-
romena of the perceptible universe
that they bazve no eye for the spiritual
forces on whigh they depend. With the
noted Chrietiania professor who told
his audience be had been studying
apatomy for fifiy years without being
nabie to discover the shghtest trace uvf &
soul in the human body, they are in-
clined to think that what they ¢.unot
see does not exisl. In the same way,
eritical acholars of the Bible are apt tn
find themselver tortured by doubts,
because they encounpter difficultiesin
reconclling tbe presence ofa Divioe
element in & text tbhat bears .s0 many
murks of huma.n imperfections. Aams
stated, thils tendency to ekepticiem
on an importaut point 18 easlly ac-
couuted for; it ls vecy plaiu that it is
owing to the fact that the various

divislone of the great cburches
of the worid are aill jo error
regarding the persooulity and the

Bpirit of the Supreme Being, as well
a8 His relatioo to the gbildren of men,
apid the revelations given, Were these
polate clear, the Joctrine of inepira-
tion would gauese but iitile difficulty,
In one pense it I8 undoubtedly Lrue
that men like Martiu Liutber nnd John
Wesley were inspired. Ags f«r as they
were jinstruments in the bhand ot
Providence to perform the work to
w bich they were devoted, they were
under the inflgence of the Divine
Bpirit, B0 were numerous others tn
difTerent parta of the world, with njl
thelr teebleness of perception and
other Iimperfections. But on that
account {s the vounclusion inavoidable
that Peul and other biblical authore
poesessed inspiration 1o Do higher
degree thap tbese? Certainly bpot.
Nelther Lnther nor Wesley clalmed
the autbority witb which Paul spoke

wben aonoupncing the will of the
Liord,

Turoing to the Bible, it is evident
tbat both Qid and New Testament
authore glalm that their writinge are
romposed under the guidance of the
Spirit., The Scriptures, thersfore—ana
teinapplies equally to the records of the
Lameapites ou tuir econtibeut and the
revelationa given to the Church i1 this
ave—nre the utterapce of the Divine
will, expreseing tbhe idems Lhe Holy
Spirit intended as near g3 this coui.
be dooe io human language by the
bumab ipstrumeuts eniployed.
authors bad the special gifta of thus
reflecting the Divine will,
spiration, however--in tbe laoguave
af B promioent theologlan—ad-
mitted ip the sacred writers of dilizgeut
and falthful research, of the expressinn
of the pame thouxht In diflerent worid:;
nf such differcnces belwevn the ac-
counts as wouild be lkely to artae frorn
the diftereut stanupoln s of euch
author; of quotatisne frum inspired and
uninsplired documeuts; and vl pecull-
arities of style erising from Jdiversities
o! intellectual gtrugiure aud from euu-
cational and other influeuces. These
racin are all atated by the inspired
authors thems«lves apd d» not appear
to present any eerigus difficulties, But
when an attempt ie musde to foirm
a theory ewbodyiog theme iucts,
obstagles  will arise until the
chief fact is admitted that
inepiration and rovelstion are ae
much a part of te Christinn religino
in this ape as in former dlspensatitnes,
1t is an evidence against the Lheology
of the world that its most brofound
stndents stumble and fall over one of
the tundamental truths of the Chrie-
tiun religion.

THE BEAD SHALL LIVEY

During the preseut century there
have been many reformes i the preacb-
ing of so-called Christinn doctrines,
apnd Lo a goneiderable exteut there has
been & weeding oul of fallacious ldeas

such as iufant damnatinn, bope)esyness
alter death, eternal eubjection to pun-
tshmeut, etc, These cbhanges bave
peen a direct result of the preacbing of
the Gospel as restored in this dispeusa-
tion, aed 8 coneequent grinding o!
the falee dogmas bY tbe progress of
light and reason. The wunin.
apired preachere—that is, 8o far a8
divine inepiration s coDcerned—
atill peek 0 blind the peple by deglar-
ing as w part of Christianity that whicb
is subverai ve of basal Christisn prin-
ciple, and are adding new f[adsand
taillacles which they esteemn to be
suited to thelr whime or the carrylng
out of their purposes,

A typieal illustration of profeesing
Christinpe ussaulting a fundamentai
principle of Christinsnity is shown ijo
the recent sermon of Dr. J, 8. Thom-
#oo, tbe Upitarian who was requested
Lo state the positlon of bissect on the
resurrection. He t1ok up the instaoce
of Liazarus, claiming that he was not
dead attbe timethe miracle was per-

formed, but that “Curlst by His
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apiritual power atrested the process of
dying.?’ Bayes Mr, Tnomson;

He was not yet dead. He was asleop in
death; but the sleep was nol ¥eL so pro-
foubd as to be an eterbal separation of
spiritand body. A cord, or Cords,binding
togeltber mortal and immortal parts, had
noi yel beed asundered. The spirit was
slowly or gradually separaung itself
from the body. Cbrist summoued the de-
parting epirit back to the earthly taher-
nacle betore absolute deatbh had taken
place. Eliaha, Pe er and Paul restored to
life those who bad just died; and in che
case ol the daaghter of Jairus, and the
sob of the widow of Nain, Christ also
called them baclk to life before they had
beep interred. A resurreciion of life jato
a patrified body never 00k place.

Ar tn whst be esaye “aever took
place,”’ the reverend gedtieman evi-
deat!y does nnt porsess a kKnowledse of
all that bae occurred; forin that state-
ment be denies & fluadamental doctrine
ot Coristisnity, otesrly apd forgibly
expreseed In toe Seriplures, and maio-
tained by the facts and by reason,
Job dJeclared the principle that
though worma ehould destroy his
body, yet in hite fleebh ne shouid see
God {x1x: 26, 27). lsaiab alev teaches,
“The Jead men s~ .l live, together
with my dead hody shaill they arise,*
Christ Himeelt wns the fArst to rise
trom the dead; afer that ‘‘tbe graves
were opened and many of the sSaints
whicl slapt arose,” and ““women re-
celved thelr dead ralsed to Jife
agaio,” The body of th- LorJ jay in
the tomb but & short time, and there-
fore “saw n2 corruption,’’ which fact
waa commented upon a8 apeciaily
potabie; but there 18 not the alighiest
fouusdation for a supposition toat the
Saints who *‘came oulol the graves
after the reeurrection, aod went into
the holy city,” all bad died within the
urief time that elapsed between the
crucifixion and thelr resurrection, and
therefore thst their bodies had gpot
known corruption.

The doctrine of & resurrection com-
ing to every body, even thoungh it be
putrifled, destroyed by worme, or con-
sumed by fire, Is a direct teaching of
real Christiauity. As (he A postie
John deglared, *‘all that are in the
graves shali hear Hia voice, and
shall c¢ome forth;** also the A pos-
ile Paul: iy Chbrist sbatl
all be made alive. Butevery mian 1n
nis owa order: . Chriet the first fruits *
Jerur’ body came from Lthe tomhb, was
re-occupied by His spirlt, and became
a llving tubernacte of theah and bones.
As *“the tiret itrults’’ of the resurrec-
tion, His epirit and body were reunited
after He had passed througb the ordeal
of deatr; all men follow as subsequent
““fruite’? in being restored to life, each
ip bis own order, whetber be bus lain
in the grave one or a hiundred years,
nr more, Many of the Baints in the
grave wete locluded in thoss “fruite??
immediately ‘ollowing the. Bavior’s
resurrection; . tnese weru not ealled
oapgk to lite “‘belfore they were in-
terred.’?

A to “abeolute death,*’ or *‘an eter-
bsl eeparation of epirit and hody,’’
there is no suc¢h thiug in the procees
which ends mortal existence and is the
oceasion of consigoing the body to the
tomb. Inthis caee deatb {s Lhe procesa
of change by which map enters
aonother sphere. The spirit and the
bouy, or elements of tabernacle, are
separated in effecting that cbange.



