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upon some general principles. What
then is our duty here, ssy asa peo-
ple—leaviog 1eligion out of the
question aliogether? As men and
as Amerlesn gitizens we have
the right to all the pri-
vileges, and immunities, pro-
tection and rights of every Kkind
that any men in these United States
have, and no honorable man or men
would seek to deprive us of them.
When we talk about rights, these
are the rights, as I understand
them,that we in this nation,
Is it proper, therefore for ug, as men
and as citizens of the United Btates
to look after our rights? I think it
is. Do we want to vielate law? No,
we do not, alth¢ugh we Enow many
of these laws are wroung, corrupt and
unconstitutional. We havenoright
to find fault with others about their
religion. We preach the Gospel;
they receive or reJect it as they
iease. Ifwe bhave found the bene-
t of embracing it let us be thank-
ful; but we will not interfere wiih
them In their religion, Are they
Methodists? They can worship as
they please—Presbyterians, Catho-
lice, Baptists, or any other ¢ists”
cau worship as they please, that is
none of our business, that is a mat-
ter between them and their God.
But when they interfere with our |
rights as citizens of the United
States, it becomes our business to
look after our liberties.
As religionists we call upon them,
as a duly committed to us, as we
aver, by the Almighty. Our mis.

‘sion is to call upon this nation and [all of which and many othera aie| not the honorsble and upright, the
all nations te repent of their sins, of | unconstitutional and are violative | men of virtue and integrity that we
‘their laciviousness, adultries, forni- | of our constitutional rights, I have| would proclaim sgainsi; it s the

_cations, murders, blasphemies and
of all dishonest and corrupt practices.
Buatin this we use no force; havin
laid theze matters before them, they
“have their tree will to receive or re-
| jeci‘:. As religionists they may pro-
claim us bigamista or pol; gamists or
- what they please, that is thelr busi-
ne:g,and they must answer for their
own acte; as politicians or states-
men they must at least give us the
- beneflt of the Constitution and lawe;
these, as a portion of the body politic,
- we contend for as part of our politi-
cal rights, We do not claim, nor
- profess, nor desire, to interfere with
any mean’s religion or conscience.
*We have nothing to do with their
religion, nor they with ours. Re-
ligious faith or belief is not a politi-
cal factor. The Constitution has
debarred its introduction into the
arena of politice; and every cflicer of
the United States has pledged him-
gelf under a solemon oath to abide by
and sustain that Instroment, and
not one of them can interfere with
it without a viclation of his oath.
What have we done in defense of
our liberties? I have heard several
people say that we are inclined to|
be aggressive, 1 think we are not
aggressive, but some of the laws are
very aggressive, We have a grand
jury organized of some fifteen men.
How many of them are Latter-day
Saints? ‘Lwo, I think, So I[sup-
pose there i8 one-tenth of the citi-
zens of this Territory loyal, patriot-
ic and honorable, and the rest are
considered to bs unpatriotic,disioyal,
etc. But we ought at least to be
tried before we are condemned; that
is the law as I understand it. Now
this one-tenth of loyal, good and
virtaous people gef thirteen men
empaneled, and the nine-tenths get
but two to represent them. But
unfortunately for these loyal and
patriotic people carefully prepared
statiatics show that this ten per cent,
of population supplies eighty per
cent, of the criminals. How is it in
other things? There is considerable
eaid about offices and officers. Where
is there a man appointed from
among the people to hold any office
in thegift of the national govern-
ment? To use the words of a
thoughtful non-“Mormon™ obser-
ver, though ¢‘“the ‘Gentiles’ consti-
tute only ten per cent. of the popu-
fation, yet from this small minority
are taken the incumbents of nearly
every position of Iinfluence and
emolument, They have the gover-
nor, with absolute veto power, sec-
retary, judges, marshals, prosecut-
ing atterney, land 1egister, recorder,
surveyor-genera), clerks of the
courts, commiseloners, principal
poat-office mail contractors, postal
agents, revenus fssessors and col-
lectops, superintendent of Indian af.
fairs, lndian agencles, Indlan sup-
plies, army coniractors, ete.”

people of this territory.

propriation was vetoed. These are
some of the things

of this people. And then His Ex-
cellency goes to werk and appoints
a set of officers contrary to the law
of the land; goes beycnd the act of
(}on%ma and appoints officers to flll
nearly every office in the Territory,
vacant or nof, as the case may be.
I am not going to enter into the de-
tails of it, but we have generally
found that there were people in
those offices; that they had a right
there, and that the law provided
that they should hold over until their
successors were elected and qualified,
I believe the law so reads; iadeed, I

Who was to furnish the means? The

Who said
they should not do il? The Gover-
nor, and through his actlon the ap-

we have to con-

the false statements made by
their honor be it s

res
presentatives of the founders of this
nation, and of the thousands who to-

day embrace similar opinions,
It is the debauched, ' the
corrupt, the violators of principles

and law and desecrators of the sa-
cred principles of liberty, 1t is
their pernicious practices which
are striking at the foundation of
the institutions of this country
and which are demoralizing and
destroying the nation, and there
are thousands of high minded

am toid that the law not only reads
80, but that the Governor’s commis-
slons to many of these officers also
reads so, and hence his present ac-
tion is violntiw of his own commis-
sions, :
These are some of the things we
have to contend with. Do we wish
to fight the government of the
United States? No. What shall
we do? Stand up for the rights
granted to us by the laws and con-
stitution of the United States as
American citizens. We have ez
post facto laws, religious inquesa-
torial laws, we have laws which
smack strongly of bills of attainder,
and we have test oaths presented,

the opinion of some of the best
Jurists of the nation to the effzct

g | that all these things are a violation

of law, and that men have no busi-
ness to be subjected to such infam-
ies, nor become their own aceusers,
An eminent jurist sjpeakiog of this
queried how this kind ot thiog
would apply in Weashington, where
miscegenation has prevailed to go
great an extent. up gome of
thoge who practised this thing were
placed under such a law, how would
it operate with them? Why several
members of Congress have said that
if the Edmunds law had been made
applicabie to adulterers, and men
had to become their own accusers, it
would unseat three-fourths of ths

members of Congress. FEz posi

facto lawe, have been passed, whnich

are clearly unconstitutional, aod it
is for us to test them in the courts,
and we mean to do it; for alihough
aa religisnisis we go as messengers
of to the nations, yet as
American citizens we mean to con-
tend for our rights, lnoch by inch,
legally and constitutionally, God
baing our helper.
Another thing God expects us to
do, and that is to maintain the
prineiple of human rights. I have
felt sorrowful in watching the ac-
tion of Cungress towards wus—sor-
rowful, not only on our own account,
but on theirs. We fear noevil arising
from those things,for we are anxious-
ly performing our duty before God.
But we owe it to ourselves as men;
we owe it to our families, our chil-
dren, and to posterity; weowe it to
the lovers of freedom in this land,of
which there are thousaands, yea,
millions, who despise acts of op-
pression and tyranny; we owe il to
all liberty loving men, tostand up
for human rights and protect human
freedom, and in the name of God
we will do it, and let all the congre-
gation say Amen. (The immense
congregation responded, Amen.)
Joeeph,the despised of his father’s
house became their deliverer. Mos-
es, the foundling and outcast of
Egypt, became the deliverer and
lawgiver of Israel. Jesus, the de-
spised Nazarene, introduced princi-
ples that revolutionized the moral
ideas and ethics of the world. And
it may not be among the improba-
bilities, that the prophesies of Jos-
eph Smith may be falfilled and that
the calumniated and despised Mor-
mons may yet become the protectors
of the Constitution and the guardl-
ans of religious liberty and human
free iom in these United States.
Now these are some of my f-el-
ings upon some of these points,
And I will proeced a little further
and say that I do not blame many
men for entertaining the sentiments
which they do towsards us, There
is & feelivg and desire to gee fair

and honorable men to-day who on
account of trickery, hy asy, dis-
bhonesty and crime stan
the fllthy pool of politics. The
have seen honor, trutb, integrity

and virtue frampled under foot, |

they have seen corruption and crime
like a repulsive octopus pushing its
Briarean arms into every depart-
ment of State; they have seen cor-
ruption and crime like a deadly sl-
moon mmeuting every department
of the body politie, and debauching
and corrupting the nation, and they
have shrunk from the disgusting
contact; how far they can reconcile
this with their ideas of patrotism it
is for these aggressors {0 say. Itis

vieloue, the untruthful, the ea'um-
niators, the carrupt and debauched,
the stirrers up of sedition and strife,
and the enemies of Jaw, order, vir-
tue, righteousnesn, juatice, humsn
liberty and the rights of man fo
whom our remarks would apply.
Again, Presbyterians, Baptists,
Methodists, Catholics, and all clagss-
es bhave come among us, and who
has interfered with them? Has any-
body interfered with their worship?
No., Has any violence of any kind
bcen offered them? No, you can-

enemies sustain Polygamy, yet, to
en, they en-
deavored to main'ain human rights,
free toleration and religious liberty,
tend with. On the other hand, laws | and the rights of man without dis-

are enacted inimical to the interests | tinetion of party throughout this

realm. We honor, appreciate and |rights of man., Thusin their in-
pect such men as honorable re-| temperate, religious zeal making s

aloof from |
Y | most renowned, revered and honor-

with their limited information and |at variance with all precedents in1
our | this nation, which as stated by

Judge Black, is alltogether “odious,
unjust and unconstitutional,” which
“reverses those rules of evidence
which lie at the foundation of elvil

liberty,” and is a flagrant, vielent
the inherent

andu direct attack upon

direct onsia
of republican institutione, jeopardiz-
ing the safety of the state, and
thoughtlessly, recklessly and incon-
siderately ignoring every just prin.
ciple ; assailing
| doctrines of political and religious
freedom; and exeriing all their
eénergies in attacking a phan.
to.u to tear down the pillars of state
and to destroy the Temple of Liber-
ty, though they themselves, as s
| Samsgon, perish in the ruins.

samo ftest-oath, while it assails a
scriptural usage praciised by the

able men of antiquily, who are de-
nominated men of righteousness
and the frlends of God, protects and
susfains the degraded, corrupt and
licencious who are supposed to be

ists.
A very honorable, uwpright and
virtuous gentleman, whom no one

ught apon the bulwarks

the fundamental |t

| much association with these

good Christians and not polygam- |

[ —
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that we need not be. .And they go
to work to legislate to correet our
morals, Now, with thousands of
papera circulating these falsehoods,
and these falsehoods coming frem
suppozed religions and honorable
men, is it any wonder that the
people should be deceived with
regard to us. I read to-day
an account of an attempt to drive
our Elders from some of their flelds
of labor? What for? Because they
are “Mormons,” They are so wick-
ed and go corrupt, and all because
the papers and reverend minis-
ers gaid so and so; and thus .
thousands of honorable men are de.
ceived; but many of them, when
they come to a knowledge of tihe
trath, will “rejoice in:it. I want,
then, o stand in defence of many of
the people of the United States who
are ithus deceived. It is sald in the

What is the moral effect? This |scriptures that the serpent cast out

of his mouth water as a flood. We
have certainly had floods of false-
hoods, originating, many of them
with these pious people. Do we want

le?
I think not. If they circulate f
hoods abouf us, can we respect them
very much? I think not. We
cannot hold communion with peo-
ple that are corrupt, low and de-
graded, We were down in the
sloughs g little while ago oursgelve:;

will accuse of immorality or vice—
the respected ex-mayor of this city,
who has filled that cffice with dig-
nity and honor for the ]ast six years
has a ron who was appointed regis-
trar for the Fifth Preecinet in this
city; this:on bad the painful and
huwillat ng duly to perform of re-
fusing to register his father’s name,
hecause many years ago be had had
more ttan one Wwife, buft who,
through death, was for some tlme
without a wife at all, and has lately
married one wife; and yet this youn
man had to performa the disgusting
task, according to the provisions of
said test-oath, of registering a no-
torious keeper of a bagnio, and many
of her harlot associstes, Anoiher
circumstance occurred of a gentle- |
men who came to be registered, but

not find it. We are at their defl-
ance to show any such thing here. |
What have we done? We have fos-
tered them, as has been referred to;
w#e have treated them courtecusly
and kindly and gentlemanly as hon-
orable people ought to do. What
have they done? Combined together

to lpuhliah esome of the most abomin- | o
able

falsehoods that were ever circu-
lated with regard to any community.
Now, this becomes rather a serious
matter. Talk about love for these
people! I would do them good. If
they were hungry I would feed
them; If they were naked I would
clothe them; if they were gick 1
would administer to them; but i
they lied about me and about this
ple I would tell them they were
mg and defamers; I do not care
how plous they are, or how much
religion they have gof, I would tell
them the nsaked truth in relation
to these matters,

They are the avowed advocates of
moral reform, profess to be shocked
at our moral obliquity and complain
of us as being licentious and corrupt.
Even overy prominent Christian
minister in this eity joined in a pro-
test against customs inculcate in
the Scriptures by the Almighty,and
practised by Abraham, Jacob, David
and hosts of the most venerated and
honorable men that ever lived,
vractices which they aver are laciv-
ious and corrupt; and these same
ministers isesued a circular calling
upon their fellow ministers and
brother Christians throughout the
United States to petition Congress
for legisiation which should stop, a8
they claim, the *‘ioul system of
polygamy,” and hypoeritically In-
gerted, to blind the eyes of those not
familiar with Utah matters, a re-
quest for legislation for the suppree-
sion of “adultery, reduetion, lewd
and lascivious cohabitation and
kindred offences,” that they might
‘be punighable as in the States and
other Territories of the Union;” and
political demagogues joined with
them in this crusade. .

Predicated upon these sollcitatious
scores of petitions were forwarded
to Congress to this effect. ‘lhey
obtained their legislation and in
thelr trantie Christian zeal to stamp
out polygamy,a Bible institution,

thought it would be impracticable
for him to take the tesi-cath. More
honorable than many of his pious
associates, he suggested that he did
not know that he could take
the prescribed eath, for he not only
had a wife, but kept & mistress, but

g | practices

we have come out from among
them and know what they are,
We Enow the infamlies that exist
there, the licentiousness, the cor-
ruption, the social evil, adulteries,
fornication, sodomy, child murder,
and every kind of infamy. And
they come here and want to teach
our children these things. We have
got to be careful how we guard ocur
homes, our firesides, our wives, our
sons and our daughfera, from their
association. We don’t want these
insiduously introduced
among us. We want 1o preserve
our purity, our virtue, cur honor,
and our integrity.

The time is hastening on, and I
shall have to stop. I wish to make
some further remarks, and would
have llked to have talked
some time longer. But what shall
we do? I will tell you what I will
try todo. I will try and humble
myself before the Lord and seek
for his blessing, and say as one of
old sald: ‘*Search me, O God, and
know my hear{; try me and know

on examinaticn he found the oath
exempted all those who might en-
age in illicit fntercourse, provided
the association was not, as expressed
in the oath, *in the marriage rela-
tion.”” On discovering this, he ob-
served, I can take that oath, for I
am uniy married to one;” and he
was accepteld. Anoitber young man
in this city, whilst having the test
oath read to him, said he could not
take it, a8 he could not swear that
he had net cohabited with more
than one womsan; but when the
reading was confinued and the
words “in the marrisge relation”
gsounded in his ears, he said, “l can
go that,” and was duly sworn,

Thus these moral and religious
reformers and teachers, these profes-
sors of high moral ideas, these In-
veighers against & ecriptural prac-
tice professedly because it Is im-
moral, have introduced eafeguards
to protect the libertine, the volu
tuous and the harlot, whilst they
have made criminals of those who
have been observing a law instituted
by the Almighty. Perhaps it would
be mmidemg too severe to call these
“reverend gentlemen’ snd those
¢‘generable |seigneurs” who oceupy
henorable [positions in Congress by
the harsh name of hypocrites, yet it
is very humiliating to the sensitive
and virtuous to contemplate the re-
sult of their ill-timed and intemper-
ate acts, for they have thus made
themselves,while professing purity,
the advoeates and abettors of vice,
licentiousne:s, immorality and
crime, :

I wish here to apologize 'a litile
for the people of the United States,
for I think sometimes we carry
the thing too far in relation to
them. ere ale men supposed—
would be in any other community—
to be honorable men, reverend men
that are teachers of religion, eom-
bining against us. And because they
are considered honorable men,; peo-
ple say, why there 1s the Ileverend
Mr. So and So and 8o and o, they
have requested us to send petitions
to Congress to do this and that be-
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my thoughts; and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me
me In the way everlasting.”
I have ialked with my coun-
gelors in the same Wway, and
they sre of the same mind. We
have talked with the Twelve abouti
these things, and they are of the
same mind. Now, we call upon aill
you Beventies, High Friests and
Elders, you Bishops, Priests, Teach-
ers and.Deacons individually and in
your quorum capacity, upon the
heads of families, upon the various
organizations in the Church, upon
all the Saints who profess o revere
His name to hamble yourselves be-
fore God, to lay aside your covelous-
ness and your evils of every kind.
And when you have done go, you
that meet together for prayers In
your holy J)la.m, eall upon God for
guldance, direction and dellverance,
and he will hear your prayers and

P- | deliver you, and your enemies shall

have no power over you, for God is
on the side of Israel, and He will
‘preserve His people. No power
can stay the progresa of this work,
for it is onward, onward, onward,
and will be, until the kingdoms of
this world becomes the kingdoms of
our God and His Christ, and until
every creature in heaven and in the
earth and under the earth shall be
heard to exclaim, Blessings and
glory and honor and power and
might and majesty and dominion
be ascribed to him that sitteth upon
the throne and umnto the Lamb for
ever, .
We will leave the wicked in the

hands of God: He will deal with

them in His own way. Waeare told

that the wicked shall slay the

wicked; and one thing that I am

gorry over in this nation is thie: that
they are striking at thetree of liber-
ty and trylng to feiter humanity
and bring men info bondage, they
are laying the axe al the rooft of this
government, and unless they speed-
{ly turn round and repent and follow
the principles they have sworn to
sustain--the principles contained in

Congrese, under this priestly influ-

play and honesty deep down in the
ence so far forgot the inalienable

the Constitution of the United
hearts of milllons of the people of

According to the common usages State:—they Wil be overthrown,

cause of the wickedness and abomi-

of s We have at least a reasun-| these United States, who ardently | rights of man, constitutional guar- | nations of this people, and their\they will be gplit up and divided, be
ablé right to our proper proportion, [ desire to ree justice equally and |antees and forms of jurisprudence as misrepresentations and falsehoods | disintegrated and become weak as
but it is evident we 4o not have it. | honorably admunistered to all people | to dis{ranchise nine-tsntbs of this| have been eclreulated in the religious water; for the Lord will hand.e them

And then our educational interests
are interfered with by these very
men who stale how ignorant we
are. For Instance, the Legis!ature
of Utah appropriated the means of
the people to help build a university,

magazines and jn the political pa~
pers, until tho people abroad hardly
know what to think. Many of them

community for the alleged erimes of
the one-tenth, and that too, with-
out trial; thus making the innocent

within tke pation, That was man-
ifested very clearly during the pas-
sgge of the Edmunds blll, and while
many of those venerable Senators|suffer for the alleged aets of thel| think we are a very infamous peo-
and honorable members of the|gnilty. And today 82 Infamous,|ple; they think we are a great deal
Honge conld not conselentionsly!expurgatory test oath 18 introduced,! more corrupt than they are, and

in His own way. Isay thesethings
in sorrow; but as gure as God lives
unless there 1s a change of policy
these things will most assuredly
take place.

Lot us be pure, let us ke virtuous,
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