
X DESERET
upon bomacoma general principles what
then lais our duty here sysay as a peo

religionligionle out of the
question altogether As men and
as american citizens wowe have
the right to all the pri-
vilegesvi and immunities pro-
tection and rights of every kindhind
that any men in these united states
have and no honorable man or men
would seek to deprive us of them
when we talk about rights these
are the rights as I1 understand
them that wowe possess in this nation
Is it proper therefore for us as men
and as citizens otof the united states
to look aftenafter our rights I1 think it
is do we want to violate law no
we do not althaithalthoughPugh we know many
of thesethebe laws are wrong corrupt and
unconstitutional we have no right
to find fault with others about their
ligionreligionro we preach the gospel
they receive or reject it as they
please ifwe have found the bene-
fit of embracing it let us be thank-
ful but we will not interfere with
thommthorn in their religion are they
methodists they can worship as
they please presbyteriansPresbyterrianslans catho
ilesUCB baptistsbaptist or any other estslists
can worship as they please that is
none of our business that is a mat-
ter between them and their god
but when they interfere with our
rights asa citizens of thetho united
states it becomes pur business to
look afafterterten our liberties

As we call upon them
as a duty committed to us as we
aver by thetho almighty our mis
sionslon is to call upon this nation and
all nations to repent of their sins of
their lasciviousness adul tries forni
callonseatcatlonsions murders blasphemies and
ofaallaliI1 ditdishonestdoneit and corrupt practices
but in this we use no force having
laid these matters before them they
havehavo their freetree will to receive or re-
ject As religionists they may pro-
claim us bigamistsbigamists or polpoi garnists or
what they please that is their buslbusi
nebesandbandsand they must answer for their
own netact as politicians or states-
men they must at least give us the
benefit of the constitution and laws
these as aportion of the body polltic
we contend forfon as part of our politi-
cal rights we do not claim nor
profess nor desire to interfereintornintorfero with
any maws religion or conscience
wova have nothing to do with their
religion nor they with ours itebe

faith or belierbelief is not a politi-
cal factor thetho constitution has
debarred its introduction into the
arena of politicpolitics and every officer of
the united states basbai pledged him
belf under a solemn oath to abide by
and sustain that instrument and
notonotonnootcof them can interfere with
it without a violation of his oath

what have we done in defensodefense of
our liberties I1 have heard several
peopleeople say that we are inclined totbee aggressive I1 think we are not
aggressive but some of the laws are
very aggressive we have a grand
jury organized of some fifteen men
how many of them aroarc latter day
saints iwotwoi wo I1 think so faup
pose there Is one tenth of the citi-
zens of thisthia territory loyal patriot-
ic and honorable and the rest are
considered to
etc but we ought at least to babe
tried before we are condemned that
is the law as I1 understand it now
this one tenth of loyal rood and
virtuous people getgeh thirteen men
empaneled and the nine tenths getret
but two to represent them but
unfortunately for these loyal and
patriotic people carefully prepared
statistics show that this ten per cent
of population supplies eighty per
cent of the criminals how is it in
other things there is considerable
baideald about offices and
is there a man appointed fromnom
among the people to hold any office

thothe national governgovkovem-
ment

em-
inentfe to use thothe words of a
thoughtful non Mormon obser-
ver thoughC the KSen tilttiit consti-
tute only ten per cent of the popu-
lation yet from this small minority
are tarentaken the incumbents of nearly
every position of influence and
emolument they have the gover-
nor with absolute veto power sec-
retary judges marshals prosecut-
ing attorney land iegister recorder
surveyor general clerks of the
courtscourte principal
post office mail contractors postal
agents revenue assessors and col-
lectorsleelecelectorslectorstorbtorsjs superintendent of indian ataf
fairs indian agagencieseucles indian sup-
plies army contractors etc

according to the common usages
of men we have at least a cessn
ablab leright to our proper proportion
but it is evident wowe do not have it
and then educational interests
are interfered with by these very
men who blateelate how ignorant we
are for instance the Legisalegislaturetureturo
of utah appropriated the moans of
jhothe people build a uniuniversity

who was to furnish thetha means the
people of this territory who saideaid
they should not do ilit the gover-
nor and through hlahia action the ap-
propriation was vetoed these are
some of the things we have to con-
tend with on the other hand laws
are enacted inimical to the interests
of this people and then his exc-
ellencycellency goes to work and appoints
a set of officers contrary to the law
of the land goes beyond the act ol01
congress and appoints officers to fill
nearly every office in the territory
vacant or not as thothe case may be
I1 am not going to enter into the de-
tails of it but we have generally
found that there were people in
those offices that they had a right
there and that the law provided
that they should holdover until their
successors were elected and qualified
I1 believe the law so reads indeed I1
am told that the law not only reads
BOso but that the governors commis-
sions to many of these offommmeersofficers also
readyreads so and hence his present ac-
tion

no-
tion is of his own commis-
sions

these are some of the things we
have to contend with do we wish
to fight the government of the
united states no what shall
we do stand up for the rights
granted to us by the laws and con-
stitutionution of the united states as
american citizens wowe have ex
post facto lawslawa religiousreligions inquest

laws we have laws which
smackamack strongly of bills of attainder
and we have testteat oaths presented
all of which and many others aieate
unconstitutional and are
of our constitutional rights I1 have
the opinion of some of the bestbeat
jurists of the nation to the effect
that all these things are a violation
of lawlava w and that men have no busi-
ness to be subjectedsubjecttd to such inaaminam
jesaiesles nor become their own accusers
an eminent jurist speaking of this
queried how this kind otof thing
would apply in washington where
miscegenation has prevailed to so
great an extent suppose somebome of
theoze who practicedpractised this thing were
placed under such a law how would
it operate with them why severalreveral
members of congress have said that
ifjr the edmunds law hadbad beenbren made
applicable to adulterers and men
ilauhad to become their own acauaccuserserbers it
would unseat three fourths wiof the
members of congress exez post
facto laws have been passed which
are clearly unconstitutional andnod it
is for us to testteat them in thetho court
and we mean to do it for although

we go as messengers
of peacepence to the nations yet as
american citizens we mean to con-
tend for our rights inch by inch
legally and constitutionally god
baingbeing our helper

anothergother thing god expects us to
do and that laJs to maintain the
principle of human rights I1 have
felt sorrowful in watching the ac-
tion of Concongressgream towards usun sor-
rowful not only on our own account J
but on theirs we fearfearnono evil arlsonarising9
from we are
y performing our duty before god
balbat we owe it to ourselves as men
we owe it to our families our chil
dmn and to posterity we owe it to
the lovers of freedom in this landof
which there are thousands yea
millions who despise acts of op-
pressionpreselon and tyranny we owe it to
all liberty loving men to stand up
for human rights and protect human
freedom and in the name of god
we will do0 it and lot all thotha congre-
gation say amen the immense
congregation responded amen

Joeeph the despised of his fathers
house became their deliverer mosmoa
CBes the foundling and outcast of
egypt became the deliverer and
lawgiver of israel jesus the de

Nazanazarenerenes introduced princi-
ples that revolutionized the moral
ideas and ethics of the world and
it may not bobe among the improta
bilibillt iesties that the prophesiessies of jos-
eph smith may bobe fulfilled and that
the calumniated and despised mor
mons may yet become the rii
of the constitution and the guardi-
ans of religious liberty and human
frefreedomelom in these united states

now these are somosome of my felfolft el-
ings upon somesomo of these points
and I1 will proceed a little further
and say that I1 do not blame many
men fonfur entertaining thesentisentimentsmenti
which they do towards us there
is a feeling and desire to beoseo fair
play and honesty deep down in the
hearts of millions of the people of
thesethebe linsted states who ardently
desire to eee justice equally and
honorably administered to all people

i within the nation that waswag man-
ifested very elearlyclearly during thothe pas-
sage of the edmunds bill and v tulio
manybaay of those venerable senators
and honorable members of the
homo could not conscientiously

with their limited information and
the false statements made by our
enemies sustain Polyppolygamyrny yet to
their honor babe it spoken they en-
deavoreddeavored to malnmainmaintainainaln human rights
free toleration and religious libertilbertlibertyaj
and the rights of man without dis-
tinction of darityparity throughout this
realm we honor appreciate and
respect such men as honorable re-
presentativespresenta tives of thothe founders of this
nation and of the thousands who to
day embrace similar opinions
it is the debauched thothe
corrupt the violators of principles
and law and desecrators of the sa-
cred principles of liberty it iaIs
their pernicious practices which
are striking at the foundation of
the institutions of this country
and whichanich are demoralizing and
destroying the nation and there
are thousands of high minded
and honorable men today who on
account of trickery hypocrisy dia
honesty and crime stand aloof from
the filthy pool of politics they
have baanaaen honor truth integrity
and virtue trampled under foot
they have seen corruption and crime
like a repulsive octopus pushing its

arms into every depart-
ment of state they have seen cor-
ruption and crimocrime like a deadly slsi
moon permeating every department
odtheof the body politic and debauchingdebauching
and corrupting the nation and they
have shrunk from the
contact how far they can reconcile
thisthia with their ideas of patriotism it
iaIs for thesethebe aggressors to baysay it isa
not the honorablehonohonorsbie and upright the06
men of virtue and integrity that we
would proclaim against it iaja the
xievIciouploup the untruthful the ollumellum
niators the corruptcarrupt and debauched
the stirrers up of sedition and strife
and the enemies of lawjaw orderorders vir-
tue righteousness j estlee human
liberty and the rights of man toto
whom our would apply

again presbyteriansrians Baptisbaptisttp
methodistsMethod istas catholics and all class
ea have come among usup and who
has interfered with them has any-
body interfered with their worship
no has any violence of any kind
been offered them ko you can-
not find it wowe are at their defi-
ance to show any suchbuch thing here
what have we done wevve have fos-
tered them as has been referred to
votro have treated them courteously

and kindly and gentlemanly as hon-
orable people ought to do whatwhal
havehava theythest ey done combined together
to publish bomesome of the most abomin-
able falsehoods that were ever circu-
lated with regard to any community
now this becomes rather a serious
matter talk about love for these
people I1 would do them good if
they were hungry I1I1 would feadfeed
them if they were naked I1 would
clothe them if they were bickeick I1
would administer to them but it
they liedled about me and about this
people I1 would tell them they were
liars and defamersdefamers I1 do not care
how pious they are or how much
religion they have got I1 would tell
them the naked truth in relation
to these matters

they are the avowed advocates of
moral reform profess to bebce shocked
at our moral obliquity and complain
of us as being licentious and corrupt
even overyevery prominent christian
minister in this city joined in a pro-
test against customs inculcated in
the scriptures by the almighty and
practisedpracticed by abraham jacob david
and hosts of the most venerated and
honorablehono rablelable men that evereven lived
practices which they aver are lacia
iousfous and corrupt and these same
ministers issued a circular calling

1 upon their fellowfilow ministersministera and
brother christians throughout the
united states to petition congress
Aforlor which should stopatop
they claim the ioui system orof
polygamy and hypnerhypocriticallyIti callyeally in-
serted to blind the eyes of those not
familiar with utah mattermatterssj a re-
quest for legialegislationIBlation for the bupsup pres
sionaion of adultery deductionEePe lewd
and lascivious cohabitation and
kindred ofofafences that they might

be punishable as in thetho staterstates and
other territories of the union and
political demagoguedemagogues3 joined with
them in this crusade

I1 predicated upon aboubothese solicitationscitationssoli
scores of petitions were forwarded
to congress to this effect ahey
obtained their legislation and in
their frantic christian zeal to stamp
out polygamy a bible institution
conCoDcongressgressgreis under ththiaiiiisi priestly influx
enceence so far forgot the inalienable
rights of man constitutional guar-
anteesan tees and formaforms ofI1jurisprudenceprudenco as
to disfranchise ninonine tenths of thisthia
community for thothe alleged crimer of
thetho one tenthtenths and that too with-
out trialtriai thus making the innocent
bummersuffer for the alleged acts of thee
guilty and to day naan infamous

tettot oath 19 introduced

at variance with all precedents in
thisthia nation which as slatedelated by
judge black is altogether odious
unjust and unconstitutional which
reverses those rulesruica of evidence

which lie at the foundation of civil
liberty and is a flagrant violent
anuand direct attack upon the inherent
rights of man thus in their in-
temperate religious zeal making a
direct onslaught upon the bulwarksbulwa
of republican institutions jeopardizeiz
ing the safety of thetha state and
thoughtlessly recklessly and incon-
sideratelysidera tely ignoring every just prin-
ciple assailing the fundamental
doctrines of political and religious
freedom and exerting all their
energies in attacking a phan
tolu to tear down the pillars of state
and to destroy the temple of liber-
ty though they themselvesvess as a
samson perishparish in the ruins

what is the moral effect this
samosame test oath while it assails a
scriptural ubagousage practicedpractised by thetha
most renowned revered and honor-
able men of antiquity who are de-
nominated men of righteousness
andend the friendafriends of godsgod protects and
stainssustainsgustainisgu the degraded corrupt and
lieenIleenclouscious who are supposed tobeto be
good christians and notcot
abtsitsita

A very honorable upright and
virtuous gentgentlemanlemans whom nooneno one

will accuse of immorality or vice
theihn respected ex mayor of this cityolty
who has filled that office with dig
pity and honor for the last sixsis years
nag a pon who waswaa appointed regisnegis
aarcrar for the fifth precinct in this

eltelllt this t on badhad the painful and
ju ugjig dutyduly to perform of re
fusingfuminguriusiaf to righter hishia fathers name
because many years ago he had had
haaremore tuantunu one wife but who
through death was for some time
without a wife at all and hlahaa lately
married oneoric wife and yotyet thisyoung
man had to perform the disgusting
taskask according to the provisionsprovislonasiona of
laid test oath of registering a no-
torious keeper of a bagnio and many
bfof her harlot associates another
circumstance occurred of a gentle-
man who came to babe registered but
thought it would bobe impracticable
loeice him to tako the test oathcath more
honorable than many of his pious
associates he suggested that bohe did
noapot know that he could take
thepiekie prescribed oathoaths for he nopnoc only
hadnad a wife but kept a mistress but
paon examination he found the oath
exemptedallali those who might en-
gage in illicit intercourse provided
thehe association was not as expressed
inn thetho oath in the marriage rela-
tion on coveringdiscoveringdisdla this he ob
served 1I can take that oath for I1
amm only married to one and he
was acceptacceptedeJel another young man
in this citychiy whilst having the test
oath read to bimmhim saidenid he could not
take it as he could not swear that
he hadhail not cohabited with more
than one woman but when the
reading was continued and the
words rqnin the marriage relation
sounded in his ears he said 1I can
go that 21 and was duly sworn

thus cheke moral and religious
reformers and teachers thebethese profes-
sors of high moral idealideas these in
velghersghera against a scriptural prac-
tice professedly because it is im-
moral have introduced safeguards
to protect the libertine thethu volup-
tuous and the harlot whilst they
havehavo made criminals of those who
have been observing a law instituted
by the almighty perhaps it would
be considered too severe to call these

reverend gentlemen and those
cc venerable seigneursseigneursurb who occupy
honohonorableableabie positions in congress by
the harsh iamoname of hypocrites yet it
is very humiliating to thothe sensitive
and virtuous to contemplate the re-
sult of their ill timed and
ate aetaacta for they thusthua made
themselves while professing purity
the advocates and abettorsabet tors of vice
licentiouslicentiousnessnes immorality and
crime

I1 wish here to apologize a little
for the people of the united states
for I1 think sometimes wowe carry
the thing too far in relation to
them here are men supsubsupposedposed
would be in any other community
to be honorable men reverend men
that araare teachers of religion com-
bining against ugus and because theythay
are considered honorable benjmen peo
plopla sayeay why there lgin the reverendnaveRaverend
mr boso and so and boso and sorothoythey
have requested us to bendkend petitionpetitionsts
to congress to do this and that be-
cause of the wickedness and
nations of this people

and falsehoods
have been circulated in thatho religious
magazines and in the political pa-
pers until thothe people abroad hardly
know what to many of them i

think wevre are a very infamous peo-
ple they think wowe are a great deal
moromora corrupt than they are and

that we need not betoe and they go
to work to legislate to correct our
morals nowkow with thousands of
papers circulating these falsehoods
and thesethew falsehoods coming from
Supposupposedzedaed religious and honorable
men is it any wonder that the
people should be deceived wittwith
regard to us I1 read totodayday
an account of an attempt to drive
our elderseldera from some of their fields
of labor what for becausebemuse they
are mormonscormonsMormons they are so wick-
ed and BOso corrupt and all because
the papers and reverend minis-
ters said so and so and thusthua
thousands of honorable men are de-
ceived but many of them when
they comocome to a knowledge of the
truth will rejoice in it I1 want
then to stand in defence of many of
the people of the united states who
are thus deceived it lais said in thetho
scriptures that thathe serpent cast out
of his mouth water as a flood we
have certainly had floods of false-
hoods originating many of them
with these pious people do we wantwant
much association with these people
I1 think not if they circulate false-
hoods about uaus can we respect them
very much I1 think not wowe
cannot hold communion with peo-
ple that are corrupt low and de-
graded wowe were down in the
sloughs a little while ago ourselves
we have come out from among
them and know what they are
we know the infamiesamies that exist
there the licentiousness the cor

the social evil adulteriesadul teries
fornication sodomy child murder
and every kind of infamy and
they come here and want to teach
our children these things we have
got to be careful how wowe guard cur
homer our firesides our wives our
sons and our daughters from their
association we dont want these
practices insidiously introduced
among us we want to preserve
our purity our virtue our honor
and our integrity

the time is hastening on and I1
shall have to stop I1 wish to make
some further nemalemarueaitea arldand would
havebave liked to have talked
sometimesomebome time longer but what shall
wo do I1 will tellteil you what I1 will
tryfry to do I1 will try and humble
myself before the lord and seek
forhiafor hibhis bleesingblessing and sayenyeay aaas oneffone of
old baldsald stsearchbearch me 0 godgods and
know my heart try me and know
mmyy thoughthoughtstl and eeeebe if there be
any wickedd way in me and lead me
me in the way everlasting
I1 have talktaiktalkeded with my cocoun-
selors

un
in the samesonic way and

they are of the earnsame 0 mind we
have talktalkededwithwith the twelve about
thesethere things and they are of thetho
same mind now vewe call upon all
youyon seventies high priests and
eiderselders you bishops priestsPriestsj teach-
ers anti deacons individually and in
your quorum capacity upon the
heads of families upon the various
organizations in the church upon
all the saints who profess to revere
his name to humbleI1 yourselves be-
fore god to layjay aside yourboar covetous
nersnees and your evils of every kind
and when youyoa have done eoleo you
that meet together for prayers in
your holy places call upon god for
guidance direction and deliverance
and he will hear your prayers and
deliver youyon and your enemies shall
have no power over you for god Is
on the side of israel and hohe will
presprezpreserveervo hishia people no power
Ccan stay the progress of this work
for it is onward onward onward
and will be until the kingdoms of
this world becomes the hingkingdomsdoms of
our god and hlahia christchrish and until
every creaturocreature in heavenheaten and in the
earth and under the earthoarth shall be
heard to exclaim blessings and
gioglogloryry and honor and power and
mmight anaand majesty and dominion
bobe ascribed to him that upon
the throne and unto the lamb for
over

weve will leave the wicked in tletiethe
hands ofot god he will deal with
them in hishia own way wo are told
that the wicked shall slay the
viewed and one thing that I1 am
sorryborry over in this nation is this that
they are strikingstriding at the tree of liber-
ty and trying to tetterbetter humanity
and bring men into bondage they
are laying the azoaxe at the root of0 this
government and unless they speed-
ily turn round andmud repentt and follow
the principles they have swornbrorn to
sustain tho principles containcontainedcd in
the constitution of theho united
statestates they wiilwill bobe overthrown
they will be split up and divided be
disintegrated and become weak as
water for the lord will handle them
in hishia own way I1 say these
in corrow but as sure as god livesilves
uniunlessgs there lais a change of policy
these things will most amuassuredly

inaketakee place
letled us bolie purepare let as uelie virtuous


