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Visions of Moses — Rebellion in
Heaven—=Satan cast down— Our
first parents fell—Before the fall
they were immortal—Afler the
Jall, mortal—The commaud to
multiply was given to two immor-
tal beings—This command more

- fully to be carriedinto effect, after
the ycsurrcetion—First marriage
eternal in its duration—For death
was not yet known—7The Bride and
Bridegroom being immortal, the
ceremony must have united them
Jor eternity— Marriages for eter-
nity among the Saints— Marriages
celebrated by uninspired men di-
vinely illegal — Re-marriages—
Children born under other mar-
riages illegal—Can only be divine-
ly legalized by adoption to their
pareats—Dead and living wives—
Both will live after the resurrec-
tion— Both belong to one man—A
polygamist—The living to officiate
for the dead, not only in baptism
but in marriage ordinances, elc.—
Marriage for eternity necessarily
ineludes plural marriage.

I wriLL call the attention of the con-
gregation to a portion of the word
uf%?xl, that was given unto Moses
before he delivered the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt. It
may be well for me to mention, be-
fore reading, that Moses received
many communications, by visions
and by revelation, before he was sent
from the land of Midian to visit his
brethren who were In bondage in
Egypt. He beheld, in these visions,
many great and important events,
some of which took place in the
spirit world. Among other things
which he saw was the pre-existence
of the children of men, and also the
rebellion that took place among the
great family of spirits before the
world was made; and in this vision
the Lord thus speaks to him:

“And I, the Lord God, spake unto
Moses, saying, that Satan whom
thou hast commanded in the name
of mine Only Begotten, is the same
which was from the Eegining, and
he came before me saying: Behold
I, send me, I will be thy son, and I
will redeem all mankind, that une
soul shall not be lost; and surely I
will do it. Wherefore, give me
thine honor. Baut, behold, my be-
loved Son, which was my beloved
and chosen from the beginning, said
unto me, Father, thy will be done,
and the glory be thine forever.
Wherefore, because that Satan re-
belled against me, and sought to de-
stroy the agency of man, which I,
the Lord God, had given him, and
also that I should giveunto him mine
own power, by the power of mine
Only Begotten, I caused that he
should be cast down, and he became
Satan, yea, even the devil, the father
of all lies, to deceive, and to blind
men, and to lead them captive at
his will, even as many as would not
hearken unto my voice. And now,
ihe serpent was more subtle than
any beast of the field which I, the
Lord God, had made. And Satan
put it into the heart of the serpent
(for he had drawn away many after
him), and he sought also to beguile
Eve, for he knew not the mind of
God, wherefore he sought to destroy
the world, and he said unto the wo-
man, Yea, hath God said, ye shall
not eat of every tree in the garden?
(And he spake by the mouth of the
serpent.) And the woman said unto
the se t, We may eat of the fruit
of the trees of the garden; but of
the fruit of the tree which thou be-
holdest in the midst of the den,
God hath said, ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye tourh it, lest ye die.
‘And the serpent said unto the wo-
man, Ye shall not surely die; for
God doth know that in the day ye
eat t;:ldereufdthen jﬂ'gm]'] eyes shall be
0 d, and ye shall be as Gods,
kmmg good and evil.”

' These few words which I have
read, from the‘Pearl of Great Price,”
were suggested to my mind imme-
diately before rising to my feet. The
short history that is here given, by
new revelation to Joseph the Proph-
et, contains a vast amount of infor-
mation for so few ‘words, Tt shows

the origin of evil, pertaining to thel

inhabitants of this creation. I do
not suppose that this was the first
origin of evil. We do not consider
that this creation on which we dwell
was the first one that was made.
We do not consider that the rebel-
lion which took place in heaven prior
to this creation was the first rebel-
lion that had ever existed. We do
not consider that those beings who

rebelled were the first ones that ever | q

had their agency; but we believe
that God has always been at work,
from all eternity; and that the cre-
ations which he has made are innu-
merable unto men. No man is ca-
pable of conceiving of the number.
And those creations were made to
be inhabited by rational, inteliigent
beings, having their agency. But
this seems to be the origin of evil so
far as the inhabitants intended for
this earth, and who were then liv-
ing in heaven, were concerned.
They had their agency; and when 1
Speak of the inhabitants that dwell
in heaven, pertaining to this crea-
tion, I mean the spirits of men and
women. I have no reference to the
mortal tabernacles wiich we have
received here, but 1 have reference
to those beings who dwell within
these tabernacles, who are intelli-
gent, who have their agency, who
had a pre-existence, who lived be-
fore the world was made. The in-
habitants of heaven who were se-
lected to come on this creation, were
agents, just as much as we are.
They bad a law given to them, just
as much as we have. They had
penalties affixed to that law, just the
same as we have. They could keep
that lJaw given to them in heaven,
just as well as we could keep a law
given to wus. They could rebel
against that law, because of their
agency, the same as we rebel against
the laws of heaven.

We have an account given here of
a personage called Satan, who stood
up in heaven, being an angel of
light, an holy angel, prior to that
time—who stood up before the Fa-
ther and the Sen and made a propo-
sition concerning the new creation
that was to be made. ‘Behold,”
said he to the Father, “send me, I
will be thy son, aad I will redeem
all mankind, that one soul shall not
be lost, and surely I will do it; where-
fore give me thine honor.” This
was the langu according to this
revelation which I have just read,
made use of by this angel who stood
in the presence of God, Buft the
Only Begotten of the Father, the
First Born of this great and numer-
ous family in heaven, said unto his
Father: *‘Father, thy will be done,
and the glory be thine forever.”
Then we have an account that the
Lord, because Satan thus trans-
gressed, and because he sought to
destroy he agency of man, and to
redeem all mankind, that not a soul
should be lost, was displeased with
the proposition. And why should
he not be? An agency was given to
all intelligent beings; and without a
proper agency, intelligent beings
could not receive glory and honor,
ind a reward and a fulness of happi-
ness in the celestial kingdom. There
must be an agency wherever intelli-
gence exists, and without agency
no intelligent beings could exist; and
because Satan sought to destroy this,
and to frustrate the great and eter-
nal Pl. n of Jehovah, the Lord was
displeased with him. He did not
repent of his rebellion, nor of the
wicked proposition; but he sought
to turn away the family of heaven,
the family of ?p_i{i_t,a that were in
the presence of God-—he sought to
turn them away and convert them
to his plan. But he did not succeed.
He did succeed in leading away
about one-third part of that great
family of spirits, because of their
agency. They hearkened to his
gx(:)poaitiun; they thought it would

a very great and important thing
to destroy the agency of man in the
future creation that was about to be
made, and to redeem them all in
their sins, -and consequently they
Joined with this rebellious character;
hence came the fallen angels. What
became of them? They were thrust
down from the presence of God and
the Lamb after this creation was
made, and they were permitted to
dwell in this creation. Finally, one
of those spirits who kept their first
estate was placed in a body upon
this creation, and likewise a woman;
and Satan came before the woman
In the garden of Eden, and tempted
her. What was hisobject in tempt-
Ing this woman? He did not suc-
ceed in overcoming her in the first
estate—I mean he did not succeed
In turning her away from God’s
commands; but inasmuch as they
were now placed under different

eircumstances—placed in bodies of

flesh and bones—placed in the gar sommanded to multiply after the'

den of ¥den, he thought that he
would assault them with a new
temptation, to see if he could possi-
bly overcome them. He succeeded
in overcoming Eve, the woman that
was given to this first man, and pre-
vailed upon her to transgress the
law of heaven, to partake of the for-
bidden fruit, and she succeeded in
leading her husband to transgress
the same lJaw. Now, here arises a
uestion, Did Adam partake of this
forbidden fruit, being deceived as
Eve was deceived? or did he partake
of it knowingly and understanding-
ly? I will give you my views upon
this subject. Adam very well knew
that his wife Kve, after she had
partaken of the forbidden fruit, hav-
ing transgressed the law of God,
must die. He knew this; he knew
that she would have to be cast out
of the garden of Eden, from the
presence of her husband; she could
no longer be permitted to dwell with
him. Hence, inasmuch as there
was a great separation threatened
between husband and wife— the
wife having transgressed—he con-
cluded that he would not be sepa-
rated from the woman, and hence
he was not deceived, but the woman
was deceived; he partook of the for-
bidden fruit to prevent a separation
between the two, and fell, even as
the woman fell, and both were cast
out together. If oneonly had trans-
gressed and been cast out, the great
command that had been given prior
to that time—to multiply and re-
lenish the earth—could not have
n fulfilled, because of the sepa-
ration. In order, therefore, that the
command first given might be ful-
filled, Adam, though not deceived,
partook of the forbidden fruit, was
cast out with Eve,and hence began,
as far as possible, to fulfil the com-
mand, and to multiply his species
upon this earth. There is one very
important item, right here, to be
understood, and should be thor-
oughly understood by every person
desirous of knowing the truth, and
that is, that when Adam and Eve
were in the garden of Eden, before
this transgression took place, they
were not subject to mortality; they
were not subject to death; they were
not subject to any kind of pain, o1
disease, or sickness, or any of the
afflictions of mortality. - Now, per-
haps those who are not in the habit
of reflecting upon this matter, may
suppose that when Adam was placed
on the earth, and Eve, his wife, they
were mortal, like unto us; but that
was not so. God did not make a
mortal being. It would be contrary
to his great goodness to make a man
mortal, subject to pain, subjeect to
sickness, subject to death. When
he made this creation, and when he
made these two intelligent beings
and placed them upon this creation,
he made them after his own like-
ness and in his own image., He did
not make them mortal, but he made
them immortal, like unto himself.
If he had made them mortal, and
subject to pain, there would have
been some cause, among intelligent
beings, to say that the Lord sub-
jected man, without a cause, to af-
flictions, sorrows, death and mor-
tality. But he could not do this; it
was contrary to the nature of his
sttributes, contrary to the nature of
that infinite goodness which dwells
in the bosom of the Father and the
Son, to make a being subject to any
kind of pain. At the time of the
creation, all things that proceeded
forth from his hands were considered
very good. How came, then, Adam
to be mortal? How came Adam to
be filled with pain and affliction and
with great sorrow? It was in conse-
quence of transgression. Hence,
the Apostle Paul, in s;;:eaking upon
this subject, said, that by transgres-

sion sin entered into the world, and

death by sin. Death, then, instead
of being something that the Lord
created, instead of being something
that he sent into the world, came
by sin; the Lord suffered it to come
upon Adam in consequence of trans-
gression. Two - immortal beings,
then, were placed in the garden of
Eden, male and female. Was there
any commandment given to those
two immortal beings before the fall?
There was one commandment,
namely: “Be fruitful and multiply,
and replenish the earth.”  What!
Did the Lord command two immor-
tal beings to multiply their species?
He did. In meditating upon this
great command given to these two
immortal beings, it opens to us a
field of reflection, of knowledge,
concerning the great designs of the
Almighty. Itimparts tous a know-
ledge that the Lord our God in-
tended that immortal beings should
multiply their species. Can you
find any place in the book of Gene-
cis where our first ts were

fall? I do not remember any such
scripture. I haveread the scriptures
very diligently; I do not remember
any such command. Yet they did
so,and the consequences were that
children of mortality were born—
mortal beings came upon the earth.
Why? Because after the fall Adam
and Eve became mortal, and their
species, of course, were after the
order of the world, mortal in their
nature. As the parents were sub-
ject to death, subject to pain, and
sorrow, and distress, and all kinds of
evil, =0 were all their posterity. It
was contrary to the law of God for
mortal beings to bring forth children
of immortality; it was contrary to
the order of heaven for mortal be-
ings to multiply their species in the
form of immortal beings. But may
we not suppose that it was really
necessary, notwithstanding there
was no command given, that the
children of mortality should multi-
ply their species? Notwithstanding
the Lord said nothing to Adam and
Eve upon this subject after the fall,
so far as it is written, yet we may
suppose that it was according to his
purpose and design that they should
multi]gl]y children of mortality, even
though he gave them no command
after their fall to this effect. They
have continued to do so, and their
children after them, in all of their
generations, until the present time,
and will continue to do so in future
generations, until the earth has
filled the full measure of its crea-
tion, according to the number of
souls that existed before the world
was organized, in the family of the
two-thirds who kept their first es-
tate.

But will the time ever come, in
the endless duration of the future,
when our first parents will fulfil that
command which was given to them
while they were yet children of im-

—

mortal beings, unless they, as im-
mortal beings, so multiply their
species; and for this reason, we find
incorporated in the gospel that Paul
preached this great saying, “Never-
theless, neither is the man without
the woman, neither the woman
without the man, in the Lord.”
What! Can I, can you, can the in-
habitants of the earth really not be in
the Lord, and yet not be united to-
gether in the holy covenant of mar-
riage the male with the female? So
Paul says. It is a very curious kind
of saying, however, in the case of
this generation, who have Jost the
knowledge of God through the apos-
tasy of their fathers. They have all
the time sup that they could
enter into a fulness of the glory of
the celestial world without being
united in the bonds of eternal union.
bBeugt it is not }nﬁjt was not so in the

inning. The very first marriage
that was ever known in this crea-
tion, was not a marriage between
the children of mortality, but was
a marriage consummafted by divine
authority, by divine power. It
was a marriage between two
immortal beings. No other mar-
riage could be so important,
S0 essentially gnecessary, to the in-
habitants of this creation, as the
first one celebrated in the beginning,
What do think, Christians of
the nineteenth century, who belong
to the various denominations?—what
are your views in regard to marriage?
Your Jooks inform us. Your articles
of faith inform us. The disciplines
that you have, for the government
of your churches, inform us that
when marriage is performed among
you, it is between two mortal beings,
and they are only married till death
shall separate and part them. Oh!
how different from the first marriage
on record between two immortal per-
sonages, whose days, inasmuch as

mortality? In other words, will the | they kept the commandments of

time ever come when Adam and
Eve will become immortal and carry
out the command that was given to
them in the days of their first im-

, Wwere never to end, but their
lives were to be endless or eternal.
T'he Latter-day Saints have a differ-
ent form of marriage from these sec-

mortality? 1 answer, yes; without | tarians. We have a marriage in our
this, the command of God never|church, between the male and fe-
could be, in all respects, fulfilled. | male, which reaches forward to the
Though there should be hundreds of | endless ages of eternity; we do not

thousands of millions, or more,

of | consider a m
the descendants of those mortal be-| im
ings come here upon the earth, the | eternity.

of very great
portance, unless it takes hold of
We do mnot believe in

command is not fully complied with; [ these marriages which are to remain

though he may have

tten sons|in force barely while this mortal

and daughters, Cain, Abel, Seth and | thread of existence continues; we do

many others for some nine hundred | not believe in a marriage

that must

years and upwards, yet all the sons | be broken up, dissolved and divorced

and daughters he begat while he
was mortal here upon the earth did
not, in all respects, fulfil the com-
mand given to him while an im-
mortal being. That has to be ful-
filled after Adam and Eve are res-
urrected from the grave. Have
they yet been resurrected? I think
S0.
rected at the time of the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Christ was the first

fruits of the resurrection, and then |she considers, while dwelling
éaints_ who | celestial
graves and [ly and lawfully a husband in the

there were a great many
came forth out of their

I mind
m

There were a great many resur- |

by that tyrant called death. Death
has nnthin% to do with dissolving
marriages—I mean those marriages
that are performed according to the
and will of God. Death
come in and =se te
the two for a short season, but it
(oes not dissolve the marriage ties.
If Eve dies before her husband,
Adam, she isnot divorced from him,
neither is he divorced from her, but
in a
ise, that she has legal-

were resurrected, and . permitted to|flesh on the earth. Adam, if he

enter into the celestial glory

dwell at his right hand. Among

and | still continues to live on the earth,

while Eve has taken her flight to

the number, I have no doubt but| the eternal world, considers that he
what our first parents, Adam and |has a wife in heaven, though sepa-

Eve, were

permitted to come forth | rated for a short time from her. She

and enter into celestial glory; and I | still is his wife, and will be his,until

have no doubt but what they have
been fulfilling the commandment
given to them before they fell.
Neacly two thousand years have
passed since this first resurrection of

he himself shall fall into the grave,
and even that does not dissolve the
m tie. The great redemption
wrought out through the only-be-
gotten Son—the great redemption

the Saints. I cannot believe that|that reclaims Adam and Eve from

Adam and Eve, during these nine-
teen centuries, have been in idle-
ness. I cannot believe that they
alone constitute their whole family;
but I believe that during this time
they have been fulfilling
the commandment that was
to them in the morn of creation,

and as immortal beings have brought | —one of

their graves, restores them also from
this short period of separation that
has taken place by reason of death;
it restores them again to each other’s
society, as husband and wife; and

literally | they will remain in that relation-
given | ship while eternity shall endure.

But here arises another question,
great importance to the

forth immortal sons and daughters | children of men of all generations,

since their resurrection. Thus the
commandment of the Most High
was not made void, but is in process
of fulfilment.

But let us inquire still further

and that 1s, are there any marriages
that God will recognise which he is
not the author of? In other words,
supposing that two persons in the
Roman Catholic church,in the Greek

concerning this matter; for this|church, in any Protestant church, or

seems to open up another field be-| two

persons that do not belong to

fore our minds. The children of im-| to any religious denomination, are
mortality are obliged to multiply, in | married by a minister, by a justice

order to fulfil this commandment.
Hence, there is more contained in
the gospel in all its fulnessand glory
than what this world ever dreamt

‘of. The Christian world, so called,

have not looked forth unto the great
future; they have not recognized the
great lJaw which God ordained for
immortal beings to bring forth their
species; for if our first parents must
do this, in order to obey the com-
mandment that was given before the
fall, so must their children, or else
ever be transgressors, one or the
other. Their ghildren, I say, never
can fulfil the objsct of the com-

of the peace, by any person profess-
ing to have authority among men,

to celebrate the marriage ceremon
claim upon eac

| —have y
other w th separates them?
According eir own covenants

they do not. The minister only
married them {till death should
them part. When death comes
along and separates these two per-
sons their marriage covenant has ex-
ired: it has run ouft, it is at an end.
ut, inquires one, will not the Lord
rmit them to live together as hus-
nd and wife, after the resurrec-
tion? Why should he? If he had

mandrgent, that was given to im.'joined them together, according tq-



