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she I8 any more valueto the com’
munity than if she lavished oneor two
hundred thousand dolists a year upon
het own person and comfort,

WORSE THAN SaVAGES.

If it be true, ae stated In & dispatob
from Tacoma, Washington, that the
cuticle of a poforious criminal has

pbeen tanped for the purpose of (urnist -
ing material for pocketbooke, and that
there is gre.t demand for the borribie
souvenirs, there can oe but one opinion
among people whose geuse of decenoy
hue Dot been helplessly blunted—that
all .concerued in the disgusting busi-
ness phould be prosecuted, if there ln a
statute uoder which Jegal proceedings
cab be iostituted; or else csbra-
cieed by civii'zed soclety, Te make
peta of haby crocodiles and use ratble-
pnakes’ ekine am pDeok Ltiee reemn bad
epough to anyone who is not initiated
jnto the mysteries of fadism, but,
surely, the line must be drawn some-
where, and when it comes to im-
morlaiizing murderera by traneiorm-
ing part. of their bodies iato
keepsakes, thus giving an opportunity
of recounting again and again the de-
tnils of their brutal exploils and that in
the hearing, no doubt, of innocent
childten in whoere mouls those stories
will fall ss crime-producing seeds
with the probability of a fulare rlob
harveat, it is time to protest and to
slop, if poreible, the nefarivus practice.

Savages have always been the ob-
ject of pity. Travelers have told of
tbheir babite of oollecling scaips as
trophier; of makipg drinkiog bowls oif
human skulls and ornamente of Lhe
teeth and hones of their sinin victims,
and Lbiz bar properly been loc ked upon
ag evidence of o moral development
put iittle higher than that of brutes.
Yet, it ie known that even the lowest
pavages generally Eeep such thinge ae
evidencea of valor in battle againet
enemles, Their tropbiesare marks of
success in services tendered thelr coun-
tty In the defense of home and
family, Jntended, perhape, to inepire
others to deeds of hruvery lo a eimilar
cause. But the spectacle of sane pec-
ple carrying about pleces of a coun-
demnped murderer le, it we are Dol
mistaken, without a parallel. Lf itls
pot & symptom of ineapity, 1t 18 a matk
of rettogression in civilization which,
jt allowed to go ob,would lead to a poiol
below that of the inbabiiants ef the
darkest continent.

NOT ART BUT RELIGION.

Lo the notorious case ol Oscar Wilde,
pow on trial in London, a leswon i
oftered that should not be lost on the
present generation. This isan age in

which it is ofter maintained that man
by hiz own strengtb is fully prepared
to rise to enormous helgbhte of moral
excellor ce and that the aid of religious
jufivences, conseguently, is pupesfiu-
ous. The case referred to jr & direct
gontradiction of this assumption, and
ap it comers with the force ot & jact it
cannot be ret aside by any amount ot
thecretical reasoning,

Ever since Oacat Wilde appeared on
the horizon of society he atwrtled {he
world by ldiosynocrasles aod amused

1t by his ldeals locked upon as *fodd.??
He is now a mantbirty-nioe years ot
age, possessed of much talent. He is
deacribed as a bard worker, notwitb-
standing that he poses ag An jdler; he
in said to be unusually hobest towards
his creditors and a Elod husband anu
father, s the world goes., Hies genlus
secored him admittance t» the moet
exclusive social circles where he wae

pocounted an  ipteresting ooDverss-
tionaliet. Of his accomplirhments
musy be judged from the fact
ithat he has written a tragedy

iu Freoch, wbich Sarah Berohardt
pronounced truly great. If the ques-
tion is naked, hew euch a clever, iudue-
trioue, mppatenlly good aud gifted
man cab be found in the horrible
quicksand of scandal from whbich he
is pow eadenvoring (o extricate bim-
self, the reply is that all these qualities
it not strengtbened by the gift of the
Divine Bpirit are powerless Lo keep
men and women from f(alling. Tbe
principle announced by the greateat ot
meDn, that without regeneration and
reception of the Holy Ghost, no man
in fit for cltizensbip in the kingdom ol
beaven is well exempilfied in the lives
of such mortala.

The trouble with Oscur Wilde, as
with manoy others, wae that he pros-
trated bimeell before the altar of aTt
and beauty wilhout ar y other object,
apparently, tban the adoration and
glorification of thoes delties for their
ownsake. Inp hie ocuit there wams no
room for an earneet effort to find and
to kpow the Creator through His ad.
mirable works. It was nothing more
than a species of idolatry, none the less
peroicious because desigpoated as the
worehip of ‘“‘art for arl’s sake;”” ji was
a velled effort at the revival of that
spirit wbich prevalled io apcient
(dreece anu Rome when the religious
inatinot was nearly exfingulsbed iu the
wonderful arts and sclenceg that
were rubstituted. The results were
simfilar, Ior on reliahle esuthority *we
know that those nations at the very
helght of their culture were morally
rotien te the cote. ‘‘Profesaiug them-
aejves to be wise, they became foole.’?
This was Wilde’s fate., Even ¢‘artlatic
Instinot,?? 1t not eanctified to the honor
of the Creator, stands io danyer of be-
coming the veil for all that oftende and
putrages morals and propriety, Home-
thiog more than love of a1t Ia needed
inthe struggle for purity of the soul—
something to be found only in that
which our age jptoo apt to overlook—in
ap acknowledged and personsaliy so-
cepted dependence on God,
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HAS LEARNED MUCH, BUT NOT ALL.

Tbe Rev. Mr, Momerie, one of the
King’s College, London, professors ln
meiaphyaios, 12 In Ban Francisco, and
hans been giving Jleotures on alleged
scleptific apd religlous subjects, Mr,
Mometie ja quite a clever man, and a
fairly good aspenker; he also has had
chapces for acquiring & great desl of
information such as is to be derived in
college experience, and in some
respects bas made good uee of his ofp-~
portunitier, At the ssme time he
piaces ruch an exalted value on his
own &bliitles and quoalifications that
many people feel constrained to look
upon him as cooceited, This faguity

has Jed him to be very free in hiwm
oriticiems and aesauits on those who
aiffer with him In thelr vlewe, and In
hle polemic warfare he bas not
been overcareful to state ltruthfully
the attitude of those who were the
object of his attack.

About & week Bgo he delivered n
discourse on ‘“Med seval soience with
a reference to medizeval geography.*?
io which be made a rather vicious at-
tack on the Catholic churcb, In doing
20, by his habit of uttering :latements
of anextreme if oot fnaccurate char-
soter, he laid himsell open to a return
blow, which was administered witn
great force on Bunday night, by Rev.
M. D. Connolly, the (atholic priest at
Bt Paul's cburch. The report of the
meeliog saye that ‘‘the profersor was
handled witbout gloves by the priest,*>
and then goes ob to show that the
handling was of a vigorously militant
charapter., It was pointed cut bow
Mr, Momerie had “hied him to the
pages of the infldel Draper, whose
Coopflict of SBolence and Religion I8 the
idolof the half-educated andthe laugh-
ing-stock of wserious hiatorians,’® and
bad drawn largely therefrom for his
supposed facle, which the priest re-
viewed from the standpoiot of history
and logic, and made a tolerably good
showing thal, ap the priest expressed
bie couclusion, ‘‘notbing could be
further frcm the truth.*

The drubbipg which tbls Protestant
clergyman-professor gol may do bim
good ju making bim more careful in
bis assaults upon olhers while jn this
counltry; at any rate itshould warn
bim tbat whiie the Cutholic preachetrs
io his owp Jand may not have deigned
to notice him in discuselon, he is Jike-
iy to find & lew of them here who are
mote cutspoken and militant than in a
coubtry where the professor’s church
istbe dominant ecclesiastical jpatitu-
tion; he m3y alsorealize thut whatever
weagkness s on the CatLolic side
of the question, a8 B rule their priests
who take up Protestaot cbhlienges
exhlbit strong indicatlons of being
thoroughly irained debaters on the
pvints at issue betwesn the Roman
church and tnose secis which broke
away fromit,

Prof. Momerlie made eome reference
of Jocal intereat mlso; not for the ac-
curacy of his statements, but because
be get forth oceriain slleged religious
idear which he described ue **Medimp-
vul Mormopirm,?”” 8loce lhese have
po connection with Mormonlew, there
18 no ocpanion to diecuss them In tnat
relation. . Tnelr mention, however,
suggents that poasibly Mr. Mometie’s
apecial antagoniem to the Mormons
might have tome conneplion with an
evenl three or four years ago in Eng-
land, when bhumble Elders of that
faith had occasion to uphold the
Chbrittian doctriue of the resurrection.
againat the gentlemnn’s assaults, and
to his dircomfltore. As it is probable,
however, that he will pny Ulal a vislt
before refutning to hls native lana, it
ia to be hoped that he will learn suffi-
clent of the Mormons while here so
that he will pot misstate their religlons
views. Altbough he has the acholsslic
attainments which entitie bim to be a
tellow of Cambridge, he still has acms-
thing to learn in tbe way of stating
oorrectly the doctrines of the Berip-
turer and the views of hils fellowmien
on religious mattere.



