6486,

THE

DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE GIFT OF MIRACLES.

In a disprteb from Beverly, Mass,,
an iocident of recovery from slcknees
an a reault of prayer Is related. It ap.
pears that n young lady engaged in
misslonary work became 11l  with
nervoud prostration. Bhe was consid-
ered beyond hope, aod expressed a de-
8lre that her friends should pray for
her, presumably that abe might be.
enabled to pass without fear through
the valley of the abadow of death.
Fervent prayers were then offered
‘Gp in  her Dehalf at a meoting
any soon afterwar ia word was received

that the patient had completely recov-
ered, At the very hour her friends
were praying for ber, all pain left her.
Bbe rose trom the bed nhie to continue
ber work on the mission Aeld.

The case, if the clrcumstances atated
Are correct, ia particularly remarkshle
‘because it excludes the aupposition
now often oftered as an explanation of
miraculous healing, that it is but the
power of mind over matter; that a
ttrong imagination is eufficient to
arresat pain and even death. #8he was
evidently preparing for the supreme
moment; ber friends, at least, thought

‘her beyond recovery and those
-engaged in supplication jor her
were 80 Ioformed. Yef, death fled

a8 the aweel Incense of prayer sscended
to the throne of grace. The enemy
retreated, as did ance Amnulek arrayed
1D battle agajust Iarael, us a result of
Moses lifting boly hands in aupplica-
tion toward heaven. It was not
tmagination; it was the finger of God.

Incidents of miraculous hesling are
not numerous in thbe experience oft
Christiun denominations, Biill there
are some, an<d a few have become bia-
torleal. Mastiu Luther, for fnstance,
according te bis blugrapbets, was at
one time anatched from the jaws nf
death In anawer to the fervent prayers
of Melanchthon and otbers. The'
remurkable work of Dorothea
Trudel, to whose home thousands
Hocked for rellef in paln  znd
sickneas, in alag well knowp.
Buch manifestations of divine power
are & Atrong testimony from above,
contiemnivg lhe orthodoxy that denfes
‘the pecessity of miraculons gifta after
the flrs* century of our era, They
prove to the world the truth of the
Gospel preached by tbhe inspired ser-
vanla of the Almiehty in this age, !
according to which God s etill willing
and ableto enduw H:s people with the
power and autliority to perform mighty
Worke inthe name of the Holy One of
1srael.

The questiion of the true vwelua
of spiritusl gifts In the Church
fs of much importance anpd is
likely to receive more aliention
In the future as the fsct becomes
clear that their existence or

non-existeuce in any denomination is
ibe criterfon of divibe power, .0On
that ground ooe of the great battles
between churches will undoubteuly be
fought, The commonly accepted view

48 that such gifts were merely intended

to confirm the truth of Christlan doe-
trines when firet preached, nod to pro-
mote their rapid dissemination. Now,
it f» sajd, they are not needed.

Tbia assertion is contradicted hy the
Beriptures. When authority  was
glven to men to preach the Gospel it
wan expresealy atated that some would
believe and others rejeot 1t. To the
first class was proinised salvation and
also the power to lay hande nn the alok
for their recovery. This power was
tberefore not only for the confirmation
of the Gospel, but it was a proof to the
belfever bimself that he had accepted
tbe truth and was on the road
Lo eteroalealvation. When miraculous
giits do not follow faith, as Christ aaio
they sbould, there ia no proof what-
ever that the doctrinea on which that
faith ja founnded are true. The com-
mission to teach is so worded (Mark
16:14~20) tbet Do one rersonably can
claim the promised salvation unless
the Promised sigus follow hie taith.

We are aware that modern critica
are inclined tn hopld that the verses re-
ferred Lo in Mark are a later Interpola.
tion becsuse not found iu Ticchendo f°s
codex; buteven if thls be so, the fact
remains that the additlon must bave
been made ata very early paricd and
it would prove that in the Church at
thut time the truth of it was geperally
recognized; it is, berides, in ful] bar-
mony with the teachinga of the New
Tertament every where and it it muat
be disparded, a large portlon of the
sacred writinga bee to be erased with
it.

When tbe miraculous gifta are lack-
ing, there ls no proofl that the authorl-
ty tv forgive ains hsa been exerclsed.
Chriat states thls importaot truth thua:
“That ye may know that the Son or
Mnan hath power cn earth to forgive
sine (He sa1d to the sick of the palsy),
I say unto thee, Arise, and take up
thy bed and go.”” (Mark 2:10, 11,
Thie is one of the essertial reasons why
spiritual gifts are bertowed. VWere
they glven, as muodern teachers say. to
disseminate the Govpel among unhe-
llevers, we would 8ad our Lord work-
ing miraclea chlefiy among that piass
of people, whereaa the fact ia that thelr
unbeliel was an obstacle to the maui-
festation of divine power. It came
with taithas u proof that sin, demones,
sickpess aod death had at last en-
countered their conguerer,

Through the Chureh of Jesus Chrfat
of Latter-day Saints the atteution of
the world has agaln been directed io
the fact thet to true Cbristiaoily be-
longesupernatural gifts, without w hich
no ptogress toward uoity ia failh and
perlection in boliness is possible. This
truth has been proclalmsd and eon-
Hrmed by mighty worka, ns in the firs:
century of oul era. WIill the world
believe it, when by the speclal inter-
ference of Providence the sick snie
reacued from uUeatb In answer to the
prayer of those who professedly claim
that such miracles are no Jlonger a part
of the Gospei? It seema thut proot
should be convincing and suggest an
honest investigation into the claima of
« Churoh that for balf e century, aod
untold opposition, bss upheld this
scriptural dootriue in thesry and prac-
tice as no other religious Yenomination

on earth slnce the flrat centurles of
our era,

PRESERVE YOUR HEALTH.

With the dlecussion asud develop.
meut of sapitary eclence and the
general kncreses of knswledge regard-

ing bygienic Iaws, there has been g
very material reduction during the
past century in the deatb rate which
attenda 1he collecting places of plvil.
izatlon—vitlages, towns and citiee; anu
a8 information and practice in respeot
to the lawe of hkeaith are sugmented
among the people we may look for g
aull furtber culting down of tha lis; of
premature deatha. Some people are
singular fatalista; they helieve that
dissoiuti'n cannot come to any ip.
dividual except by the decrees of fate,
which mortai efforts cannot overturn,
Yot theactaal experience of munkingd
puints to au opposite conclusion, Not
that people are not fated to die at g
eiveu time; for they are, when the
circomstances which control them are
directed that way and are vochanged,
For inttance, in times of epidemic,
or with wunhealthful aurroundipgs
or climates, when people are stricken
with disease, medical skill oft faile ip
having the eflect which nsually might
be expected to follow ite employment.
Tbe conditions are such that the
spplled akill cannot overcome or cop.
trol them. But wben a disease which
produces deatn ia & reault elther of yp-
cleapnliness or curelessness, care aud
cleauliness will prevent the operatign
af the dieesae snd cuvsequently the
death which otberwise would come,
Troe cause being fur health and longev-
Ity, 1ts effect 1s the one to be naturally
expected; #0 the cause beling for death
produces that rezult. That ia tho extept
of the fatalism referred to,aud no more,
Humen experience has shown that in
B Very large measure the ability to
to reach the cavae anu direct 1te gper-
ationa one WAY or another is withip
touch of buman beings both by spirit-
ua] and material means; hence the
importance of ascertainiug how to
exercise this abllity 1o the greatest ag-
vantage.

With each chauge of the aenaonp, the
buwan body i3 exposed to new dap.
gers agaiuat which the intelligeuce ¢f
the community and the individual,
acliug in harmony with the *“fryt jaw
of nature,”should guard. For instance,
now Lbat spring is Iairly upon us mpd
everything breathes easier through the
treedom from winter’s cold,bow righ ja
tbe harvest of death, which ip many
reapecte could be wmalerially lessened.
How to do thia is a timely wopic, Anpd
in thia respect theres is somelhing
worth deep atudy In the advice of that
eminent German writer on beaith, Dr.
Gottnilf. He declares that the method
succesefully tv combat climatic varla-
tiops is *‘tougbheu our bodjes against
obaogee in westher.”’

But the toughening process i3 the
diffioulty which appesrs before many
people; yel, as the (lerman wrlter
showe, and as every sludent of aanj-
tary aud medical aclence ia awsare, iU
is within the reagch of moat persons
It fe notbing more or lees than pienty
of fresh air and reasgnable exerclse.
Bome people close their bpuses =o
ti:ntiy that the ocoupant must re-
vresthe the air many times over, they i



