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THE giftGIFT OF MIRACLES

in a disdispatch from beverly massmase
ann incident of rereooveryvery from sickness
asan a result of prayer toIB related it ap-
pears that a young lady engaged in
missionary work became ill with
nervous prostration she was consid-
ered beyond hope and expressed a de-
sire that her friends should pray for
tierber presumably that she might be
enabled to pass without fear through
the valley of the shadow of death
fervent prayers were then offered
up ih her behalf at a meeting
and soon Isin word was received
that the patient hadha 1 completely recov-
ered at the very hour her friendswere praying for her all pain left hershe rose from the bed able to continue
her work on the mission field

the case if the circumstances stated
are correct is particularly remarkable
because it excludes thehe supposition
now often tottered as an explanation of
miraculous healingbe allne that it inia but thepower of mind over matter that a
strong imagination JSia sufficient to
arrest pain and even death she was
evidently preparing for the supreme
moment her jr lends at least thought
tier beyond recovery and those
engaged in supplication for herwere so informed yet deathdeach fledass the sweet incense of prayer secondedascended
to the throne of grace the enemy
retreated as did onceclues amaloy arrayed
in battle against israel as a result ofmoses lifting holy handsbands in supplica-
tion toward heaven it was not
imagination it was the finger of god

incidents of miraculous healing are
not numerous toin the experience ofchristian denominations still thereare some and a few have become his-
toricaltor icalloRl martin luther for instanceaccording to hisbis biographers was atone time snatched from the jaws ofdeath in answer to the fervent prayers
of and others the
remarkable work of dorothea
trudel to whose home thousands
flocked for relief in pain and
sickness is also well known
such manifestations of divine power
are a strong testimony from above
condemning the orthodoxy that denies
thebe necessity of miraculous gifts after

the first century of our era they
prove to the world the truth of thegospel preached by the inspired ser-
vants of the almighty in this aoeage
according to which god toIs still willinewillful
and able to endow H 8 peddle with thepower and authority to perform mighty
works in the name of the holy one of
israel

the question of the true value
of spiritual gifts in the church
is of much importance and is
likely to receive more attention
in the future amaa the fact becomes
clear that their existence or
nonexistencenon existence in any denomination itIsthe criterion of divine power 00
that ground one of the great battles
between churches will undoubtedly be
foufoughtbt the commonly accepted view
Is that such gifts were merely intended

to confirm the truth of christian doc-
trines when first preached and to pro
mote their rapid dissemination now
it Is said they are not needed

this assertion toli contradicted by the
scriptures when authority waswag
given to men to preach the gospel it
was expresslypreselyex stated that anaesome would
believe and others reject it to the
first classclasa was promised salvational and
alsoalao the power to lay hands on chesickthe sick
foror their recovery this power was
therefore not only for the confirmation
of the gospel but it waswaa a proof to the
believer himself that he hadbad accepted
the truth and was ooon the road
to eternal salvation when miraculous
gifts do not follow faith as christ sawsaid
they hould there is no proof what-
ever that the doctrines on which that
faith isia founded are true the oonacom

to teach is so worded mark
that no one reasonably can

claim the promised salvation unless
the promised signs follow hlahip faithwe are aware that modern critics
are inclined tnin holdbold that the verses re-
ferred to in mark are a later interpola-
tion because not found in Tiechendo Pst
codex but even itif this be so the fact
remains that the addition must have
been made at a very early period and
it would prove that in the church at
that time the truth of jtit was goibegenerallyrally
recognized it is besides in full har-
mony with the teachings of the nownew
testamentTeetament everywhere and if it must
be discarded a large portion of the
sacred writings has to be erased with
it

when the miraculous gifts are lack-
ing there is no proof that the authori-
ty to forgive sins has been exercised
carist states this important truth thus
that yoye may know natglint the son of01

man hath power on earth to forgive
sins he said to the sick of the palsy
I1 saymay unto thee arise and take up
thy bed and go mark 11
this is one of the essential reasons why
spiritual gifts are bestowedbee towed were
they given as modern teachers say to
disseminate the gospelgopel among unbe-
liever we would find our lord work-
ing miracles chiefly among mathat class
of people whereas the fact is that their
unbeliefef was an obstacle to the mani-
festationfe of divine power it came
with faith as a proof that sineln demons
sickness and death had at last en-
countered their

through the church of jesus christ
of latter day the attention of
the world has again been directed toio
the fact that to true christianity be-
longs supernatural which
no progress toward unity toia faith and
perfection in holiness is possible this
truth has been proclaimed and coocon
farmed by mighty works as in the first
century of our era will the world
believe it when by the special inter-
ference of providence the sick are
rescued from death in answer to the
prayer of those who professedly claim
that such miracles are no longer a part
of the gospel it seems that proof
should be convincing sad suggest an
honest investigation into the claims of
a church that for half a century amid
untold opposition hasbike upheld this
scriptural doctrine in and prac-
tice as no other rel m i nation

on earth since the firefarat centuries ofouron r era

PRESERVE YOUR HEALTH

with the discussion and develop
mentmeat of sanitary science and the
general increase of knowledgecledge regard-
ing byghygienicionic laws there bag been avery material reduction during thepostpast century inID the death rate blob
attends the collecting places of civil
leation vilvillagerlags towns and cities and
as information and practice in respect
to the laws of health are augmented
amonnamong the people we may look for a
still further cutting down of the listhat ofpremature deaths some people sirearesingular fatalists they believe thatcannot come to any in-dividual except by the decrees of fate
which mortal efforts cannot overturnyet the actual experience of mankind
points to an opposite conclusion notthat people are not fated to die at a
kivengiven time for they are when thecircumstances which control them are
directed that way and oreare unchanged
for intanoe in times of epidemic
or with unhealthful surroundsurroundingslugs
or climates when people are stricken
with disease medical skill oft falls inhaving the effect which usually might
be expected to follow its employment
the conditionscondition are that theapplied skill cannot overcome or con
arol them but when a disease which
produces desta tois a result either of

or carelessness care and
cleanliness will prevent the operation
of the devesse and consequently the
death which otherwise would cometoe cause being for health and longev-
ity its effect laIs the one to be naturally
expected so the cause betbeingng lorfor death
produces thathat result that tois the extent
of the fatalism refareferred boand no more
human experience has shown that ina very large measure the ability togo
to reach the cause ana direct its oper-
ations one way or another is within
touch of human beings both by spirit
ual and material means hencebence the
importance of ascertaining how to
exercise this ability to the greatest ad
vavantage13 tage

with each change of the
human body inii exposed to new dan-gers against which the intelligence of
the community and the individual
acting toin harmony with the 4 first law
of nature should guard for instance
now that spring tois fairly upon us andeverything breathes easier through the
freedom from winterhii ooldhow rich tois
the harvestbarvest of death chichinwhich in many
respects could be materially lessened
how todoto do this isais a timely topic andin this respect there Jsis bornsomethingthingworth deep study in the advice ofof thateminent german writer ouon health drgotthilf he declares that the method
successfully tuto combat climatic varia-
tions is toughen our bodies against
changes in weather 0

but the toughening process is the
difficulty which apappearspearls before many
people yet allaa the german writer
showsshown and as every student of sani-
tary and medical science jigis aware 16

is within the reach of most persopersonsnii
it is nothing more or lopeless than plenty
of fresh air and reasonable exerciseromehome people close their housesbouses so
ti etly that the occupant must

the air many times over they


