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REMARKS

Brlfﬁl;nidant Brigham Young, Bowery, June 28,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I arise to express some of my feelings in rela-
tion to the brethren who may address the Saints
from this stand from time to time. I wish you
to understand, that when you are called upon to
speak to us here, we wish you to speak upon the
same principle that br. Chislett has. Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speakeths br.
Chislett has spoken upon that principle. We do

- not expect the bretbren to rise up here to in-
s'ruct the people with regard to the special
duties devolving upon them, or to give the revela-
tions of Jesus Christ o lead the people.

‘Let me ask this congregation, what does
streffigthen your minds, your faith and your con-
fidence in your religion? Is it not the Spirit of
the Lord? Itjs. Is not that what you require
day by day? Do you not receive as much of the
spiril of intelligence, of the spirit of knowledge,
and the consoling mfluences of the Holy Ghost,
to have people rise and testify of the things of
God which they do know, of those things which

they have experienced themselves? Does not that

vividly bring to your minds the goodness of the
Lord in revealibg to you the truths of the gos-
pel? Does not that strengthien your faith, give

you an inerease of confidence and witness fo you + 1! faT
| rifice a few of our [saacs, it is no maltter; we

that you are a child of Ged? Most assuredly it
does. Therefore, when any testify of the thines
of God it strengthens their brethren, precisely as
it did In days-of old when they observed the
counsel to ‘speak often one to another,’ ‘strength-
en the brethren; and so on.

A mutual interchange of feelings one with the
other increases confidence in our own hearts, as
well as in the hearts of our friends. We are
made sensible by our own experience that in
changing and interchanging our views we reveal
our TIEEI‘H_, feelings, seniiments and confidence
tiat we have in each other, conse
natural result that we increase enng
other by our mutual conversation. This is prov-
ed o us day by day. Perhaps all have not the
Opportunily to prove this in so public a manner,
but some few have.
peIn my expérience I have learned that the great-
est difficulty that exists in the little bickerings
and strifes of man with man, woman with woman,
children with children, parents with children.
brothers with sisters and sisters with brothers
arises from the want of rightly understanding each
other, It is not that this man or that woman
wislies tu do wrong, but if they do wrong with
their connections or with their neighbors, it is in
consequence of a misunderstanding. Let uslearn
then to give to each other our true seutiments.

- 1tis a great fault in the Elders of Israel, wh-n
they talk to a congregation, that they speak a
great while about something, but you cannot al-
ways eadily '
natural for some to do this, butit is a habit whiceh
can be overcome. Persons ean Jearn to express
tLeir feelings by their words. Do not hesitate
to tell your feelings.

Many have a foreboding in their hearts, a fear-

uently it is a

falness, a tremor comes over them, when they |

arise to address a congregation.
that it will not do to tell
they understand, but talk about it and talk about
1L In this way thev darken counsel. Do not
darken counsel by your words.

I do not now refer in the least to what has
been said this morning, for I really believe that
the feelings of br. Chislett were portrayed frankly,
hionestly and child-like, That is the way I like
to have the Elders talk, and I wish to have them
testify to what they know. ‘That will help and
encourage others to get the same Spirit, for in the
midst of all that we hear from this stand with re-
gard to counsel and implicit obedience fo counsel,

‘Youand I must have the testimony of Jesus with-
In us, or if 1s of but little use for us to pretend to
beservants of God. We must have that living wit-
ness within us. We need the light of the Holy
Spirit eontinually, day by day, as you have been

‘told hundreds of times.” How easy it would be
for your leaders to lead you to destruction, unless
Enp_nctua]]y know the mind and will of the

-Opirit yourselves. That is your privilege. And
when you testify in this public conpregation, or
in your prayer meetings, testifying of the things
of God that you know and understand, you are
at liberly to speak freely upon those things
which you believe. Instead of getting up to in-
struct, to lead; guide and direct the kingdom of
Gol, we want the brethren to tell what they
know, what they undesstand, the joy that they
feel, and their experience day by day.
- Wedo not expeet the brethren to rise here to
Instiuct pertaining to the leading of the Church.
But do they instruct,. when taking the course I
have suggesied? Yes, they instrwet me, “they
cheer and comfort my heart, they increase con-
fidence in me fowards them. ~When they rise to
speakk here they cannot hide their feelings, the
senfiments of their hearts, And when they ex-
hibit an honesi, child-like spirit, it increases my
confidence in them, and so it doas the confidence
of the people, and we are all encouraged and

strengthened, we are edified and beuefited, and
We increase in our religion. |

Allusions were made to our situnation and the

They think
the people just what

situation of the world. No tongue can fullyt

portray that subject to you. It is impossible for
a4y man to rise here and exhibit the true state of
this people, of the blessings, of the favor of God
towards them., That is not to be known or re-
alized, except by the revelations of the Spirit of
the Lord. |

This is the kingdom of God, and no man ean
understand it, except by the Spirit of God. We
ars enjoying the blessings of our Futher in hea-
ven. No person can understand thesg blessings,
except by the Spirit of revelation. hea that
Spirit hcs gone from the hearts of individaals,
these vulleys csase to be the valleys of peace to |

T

dence in each | spread abroad,
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them, cease to be the valleys of comfort and joy
to them, and they seek for other climes. They
first wander from the Saints and from their reli-
gion in their feelings, and fipslly they wander in
person.

This people are blessed, and are a blessed peo-
ple. When I meditate upon our present circum-
stances and view the situation of the people, I
can feel noching in my heart only to say God
bless them. They are a God-blessed people.—
They do manifest to God, apgals and men, that
they are willing to sacrifice, if we may use the
expression, all that they have, or expect to have
in this world, in its present situation, that they
may be the children of lightand walk in the favor
of God and secure their inheritance in the celes-
tial kingdom of our God. All else is in the shade
to them. They prove by their works that they
are a blessed people, and you will be blessed.—
Y ou need have no fear, but the fear to off>nd God.

If you have any tremblings in your hearts, or |

timid feelings with regard to our present situation,
let 1ne tell you one thing, which is as true as that
the sun now shines, that whatever transpires
with us, with our enemies, with the world here or
there, will still more promota the kingdom of
God on the eaith and br.ng to a final end the king-
doms of this world.

But the people of the Most High God must
be tried. It is written that they will be
tried in all things, even as Abraham was tried.—
If we are called to go upon mount Moriah to sac-

muy just as well do that asanythingeise. I think
there is a prospect for the Saints to huve all the
trials they wish for, or candesire. Do not be dis-
couraged when you hear of wars and rumors of
wars, and tamults, and contentions, and fighting

|and bloodshed, for hehold they are at the thresh-

holds of ourdoors. Now do not let your hearts
faint, for all this will promote the kingdom of
God, and it will increase upon the earth.
Because the world will decrease. We will be
strengthensd, while they will be weakened.—
Righteous principles will be multiplied and
while wickedness will dimin-
ish aud become limited in its power. The Suints
of the Most High will increase, God’s kingdoin
wi'l increase apon the earth. And all we have
lo do in order to incresse, is Lo ba sure that we ure
the children of God, inheritors of the blessings,
promises and fuith of Abraham of old, then,
whalever transpires, it is no matter. :
The world are delermined to d2stroy the king-
dom of God uponthe earth: they wish to obliter-
ute it. The kingdoms of darkness are determin-
ed to desiroy this kingdom. In their feelings they
are ighting you and ms, and do not know that
theyare contending against Jehovah. They have
not the least idea of that, but think they are con-
lending agaiust the ‘Mormons.’ They are not
contending against you and me, they are con-

tell what. It may be more or less |

tending aguinst the God of heaven. Do you
think he can manage his own affairs? “‘Yes, if
he ouly will,” you say. Do you think he can lead
this people to victory and glory? ‘O yes,’ every
heart respouds, ‘if he has a mind to.” Do you
think we are sale in trusting in God? ‘Yes, if
the Liord will actually preserve us.’

‘How are you going tobe assured of all this,
and a great many.more things? There is but
oie way, live so that you have the abiding witness
within you that ‘if all the rest ga to ths devil, I
am a servant of God and will go into his pres-
ence.’” Let every man and woman take that
course, and then the Liord will take care of the
whole of them.

Thers is a great deal said by our enemies with
regard to destroying us. 1 will tell you how 1
feel about that, [ have heretofore used a com-
parison, and it is a very plain one. When T sece

a pumber of little boys by the Tithing Office,

where we shell the corn, building & cob-house iu
| order to pluck the sun from tlhe heavens and bring
it down to the earth, I believe that they will ac-
cemplish their design just as readily as I believe
 that the devil and all his imps will accomplish the
destruction of this people.

There are very mauy here who have been
brought into tight places, into whut we used to
cail ronning the gauntlet, aud I want {o know
whether there is a faithful heart in this congrega-
tion, one who has been in this church for tweuty-
five years, but what the Spirit of the Lord lus
witnessed to him in every d:fficulty {that He eunlarg-
ed His kingdom more and more and weuk-ned
our enemies. Has not that been the testimon
of every heart! [Many voices: ‘Yes’] It hus
been so.

. When the brethren were driven from Jackson
Gounty, Joseph githered up 205 men and went to
Missouri to ses whether he could not bring about
a recon ciliation, that the Saints might live there in
peace, At that tiine hosts of Missourians were
gathered in different places.  True -there were a
few in tile camp who apostatised, because they
cottld not have the privilege of fighting.
as I was concerned, I did not wish to fight. Per-
haps you will think that I was very enthusi-
astic, should I tell you the feelings that I hud at
that fime, but they were true and have remained
s0 with me to this day. Inasmuch as we were
called to go there by the prophet of the Lord,
though I kuew and had a witneas of this fact that
we were in the midst of our enemies, and sur-
rounded by them on every side, yet my faith then
was, and it has continued with me, that they
might array their sharp shooters with their best
riles and ecannon and shoot at me, and every
other man that felt as I did and do, and they

fuith.

would see me a little to one side and could never
meke a ball take sffect on me. That is the way
I feel now, Unless the Lord wishes to deliver
this people info the hands of their enemies, they
may shoot at me or ayy other man, they may
fight and howl, and bark, until they wear out
their lungs and exhaust all their means, and they
will sink down and rot in their own corruptios,
and we well live and spread abroad. Thatis my

Brethren and sisters, my heart is all the time
h

Why?!

l

God bless you, God bless you. You are blessed.
No tongue can tell the blessings that this people
enjoy, if they have the Spirit to understand their
blessings. Where is there peace, besides in the
Vaulleys of these Mountains? W here is the place
that people can serve God, but in the Valleys of
these Mountains? Br. Chislett just told you,
‘No where.” Where is the continent, the people,
nation, or kingdom, in which and among whom
the book of Mormou could have been translated,
angels have visiled the servants of God to restore
the priesthood and establish the kingdom of God,
and that have risen, grown and spread abroad,
butin the government of the United States! No
where else, as you wus told here a few Sundays
ago. How is it now, with the present feelings of
th2 pople? Could thut work now be dons in the
Uni.ed States? It could mof. The wery duties
performed by Joseph, Oliver, David, Hyrum and
others could uot now bedone in the United States,
for the people would rise in mass and pul them
to death, or drive them from their borders.

The kingdom rises, increases and spreads outl
to the right and left, it goes to the east, to the
west, 1o the north, and to the south, and when
the gentiles are faithfully warned by the words of
life freely given to them and they utterly reject
them, vou will then find that the blood of Abra-
ham that is scattered upon the islands of the sea
and on this continent will cowe like doves to the
windows und like elouds before a nighty torrent
of wind, They will come and acknowledge the
truth, though not at once, and they will greaﬂry
increase in the knowledge of their fatliers, We
can say to the praise of God’s name and to the
praise of the industry of the Saints that this will
commence and hundreds and thousands of them
begin to turn from their wickedness, forsake their
folly and their loathsomre degradation, wash them-
selves and bezin to live more as men and women
should, and to learn at the hands of the servants
of God. They will go into the waters of bap-
{irmn confessing their gins, and taking upon them
the new and everlasting covenant by tljmusands,
and it will increase and many generations will
not pas3’ away before they becoine a white and
delig?ﬂanme people,

Thea nation that gave me and many of you
birth is very nigh to the hours of sorrow. Their
cup is very nigh filied to the brim. They re{ec—t
the servants of God, they reject the gospel of
salvation, they turn away from the principies of
truth and righteonsness, and they are sinking in
their own sins and corruptions. 1 would that
they would have mercy on themselves. ‘
never pray God lo have mercy on them, but I
pray themto have mercy on themselves, to return
to the Lord, forsalke their wickedness and learn
righteousness, aud then God would have merey
on them and bastow his blessingsupon them} if
they would receive them. Dut they harden their
hearls, shut their ears, stop them up tight, close
their eyes and are determined to hear nothing
that is trne concerning this people, or the doetrines
we preach. But every lie they can hear, imagine,
or hatch up, they publish to the world and it is
drank down, tiu-?}F roll it under their tongue as a
sweet morsel. They reject the truth and receive
lies, until their cup is nearly full fo the brim.

The Lord?s time is not for me to kuow, but ke

So far |

l

is kind, long suffering and patient, and his wrath
endureth silently and will until mercy is com-
pletely exhausted, and theém judgment will take
the reignr. 1 do not know how, neitherdo I at
resent wish to know. It is eaough for us fo
now how to serve our God and live our re-
ligien, and thus we will increase in the fuvor of
God.

Yon often hear people desiring more of the
knowledge of God, more of the wisdom of God,
more of the power of God. They want more re-
velation, to know more about the kingdom of
heaven inheaven and on the earth, and they wish
to learn and inerease. Tliere is one principle that
I wish the people would uudersfmnj and lay to
heart. Just as fast as you will prove before your
God that you are worthy to receive the mysteries,
if you please to call them sos of the kingdom of
heaven, that you are full of confidence in God,
that you will never befray a thing that God tells
you, that yon will never reveal to your neighbor
that which onght not to be revealed, as quick as
you prepareto be entrusted with the thivgs of God,
there is an eternity of them to bestow upon you,
Instead of pleading with the Lord to bestow more
upon you, plead with yourselves to have' confi-

'dence in yourselves, to have integrity in your-
Y |selvez and know when 1o speak and what fo

speak; what to reveal and how to.carry your-
selves and waik before the Liord., And just as
fast as you prove to bim that you will preserve
everything secret that onght 10 be, that you will
deal out to your neighbors all which «you
ought and no more, and learn how to dispense
your knowledge fo your families, friends, neigh-
bors and brethren, the Lord will bestow upon
you, and give toyou, and besfow upon you, un-
til finally he wiil say to vou, *¥You shall never
fall, yeur salvalion is sealed unto you, you are
gealed up unto eternal life and salvation through
your integrity.’

Let every person be the friend of God, that
whatever he reveals to you, you can wisely
handle without asking him whether you shall
tell your wife of it or not. You can recollect
the backhanded blow 1 gave to some of the
brethren last winter. They were in pain, be-
cause they knew something which they could
not tell to their wives. I would net trust such
men out of sight with my dinner. God will
not trust the least thing te guch persons. BSis-
ters, if you are in pain because you cannot tell
your husbands everything you had better take
a little catnip tea and get over it, if you can.
What will God reveal to such persons? Just
enough to keep them from the gulf of despair
and lead them along until they get a little
sense. I'say this that you may ?:a-arn to reveal
that which you ought, and to keep the rest to

vourselves, By so doing you prove to Ged
that fuu are his frieuds and will keep his
secrets.

E e S e N

The world may bowl around you and plead
fer the secrets of the Lord which he has given

ou, but they will not get them. When the
{.ﬂrd has proved his children true -to what he
has given into their charge, and that they will
do his bidding,he will tell such persons anything
that they should know. A great many desire
just enough of knowledge to damn them, and
it does damn a great many.

Giving endowments to a great many proves
their overthrow, through revealing things to
them which they cannot keep. They are not
worthy to receive them. Br, Heber takes the
lead in giving endowmentg, and you may ask,
‘why do you give such folks their endowments??
To qualify them to be devils, if they wish to
be. The plan of salvation is calculated fo
make devils as well as Saints, for by and by
we shall need some to serve as devils, and it
takes almost as much knowledge to make a
complete devil ag it does to fit a man to go
into the celestial kingdom of ‘God and become
an heir to his kingdom, We want to complete
the education of a number of such fellows;
they are running to the States, to California
and elsewhere, and are trying to reveal this,
that and the other, but I defy any one of them
to give any idea of what is taught them in
their endowments, except a garbled mass of
trash. God takes that knowledge from their
minds. We have to make.devils, and we are
preparing thein. Every body must have the
gsame chance for accepting or rejecting the
blessings of the gospel, you know.

Suppose that we should meet a man at the
judgment and he should gay, ‘here is my friend
Brigham, 1 was in Great Salt Lake Valley, or
in Nauvoo, and I did every thing that he told
me, but he would not let me go in and obtain
my endowment, and it offended me so that I

I willd

actually did forsake the faith, when I verily
believe that if I had bave had the privilege [
would have now bLeen numbered with the
Saints, but instead of that I am found on the
left hand.” Shall I give them occasion to make
such an accusation? No. T wish to give
every one as good a chance Yor sgalvation as |
have myself, then out of their own mouths
they will be yjudged. Il the Lord did not take
this plan, we would-not.

I will tell you a truth, it is God’s truth, it ig
eternal truth, neither you nor I would ever be
prepared to be crowned in the celestial king-
dom of our Father and our Geod, without devils
in this world. Do you know thut the Saints
never could be prepared to receive the glory
that is in reserve for them, without devils to
help them to get it? Men and women never
could be preparad to be judged and condemned
out of their own mouths, and to be set wpon
the left hand, or to have it said to them, *Go
|away into everlasting darknegs,” without the
power both of God and the devil. We are
obliged to know and understand them, one as
well as the other, in order to prepare us for
the day that is coming, and for eur exalta
tion. | '

Some of you may think that this is a curicus
Rrinciple, but it is true. Refer to the Book «f
Mormon, and you will find that Nephi and
others taught that we actually need evil. in
order to make this a state of probation. We
must know the evil in order to know the good.
There mustneeds be an epposigtion in all things
All facts are demonstrated by their opposites.
You will learn this in the Bible, the Bm:rk of
Mormon, and in the revelations given through
Joseph. We must know and understand the
opposition that is in all things, in order to dis
cern, choose and receive that which we do
know will exalt us to the presence of God
You canntot know the one withoeut knowing the
other. This is a true principle. ;

Brethren and sisters, my heart rejoices ex
ceedingly. I cannot talk all my feelings, |
cannot tell you what 1 feel and what I see is
the Spirit, for, as [ lately told you, if T should
undertake to manifest my feelings before the
people I might display a style and manne
which many would deem that of a perfect
ranting Methodist, and halloo, and shout glory,
halielujah, praise the Lord, and this, that and
the other.. The tongue of man cannot express
the feelings I have in seeing this people re
turning unto the Lord, in seeing them faithful
to their covenants, in seeing that there is ne
 contention among them, in seeing the willing:
- nees and obediénce of their feelings. They are
willing at the call to go and do whatever 1s re-
quired of them. I contemplate these things;
they are before me. ;

[ will cite one instance of the freedom from
contention. Broes, Lamb and Jolly came to e
the other day with a difficulty that existed be
tween them. Br. Lamb has ssen the day in
 this church when there would have to have
been a high council over such a case as he and
br. Jolly came to me about, but in five minutes
it was settled, and both parties felt perfectly
satisfied. How did it vse to be? They woull
argne and argue, and aggravate feelings i
tbemselves and. in others. Now brethren will
come and settle a difficully in two or thres
minutes and say, “It is right; all is right; all
I want is to know what right is and I am ready
to do it; I have ne will of my own, give me the
good Spirit and 1 feel right; I bow down to il
and feel the power and has-aing of my God.”

When I see the people willing and obedient,
my heart ig all the time full to overflowing. |
almost sit up nights to say, God bless you.
And I say further, let every man on the fact
of this earth that curees this le be cursed
EMany voices, ‘Amen.’] And every man thal

lesses them shall be blessed. [ Many voices
‘Amen.”] And those who oppose this religion
and feel to destroy it from the, earth shall go
down to hell. [Many veices, ‘Amen.’] And
their time is very short; they will find it plenty
short enongh. |

Suppese that the wicked kill us, who eares!
Theay never will kill any, but what it will awell

|




