~ships, and many have their re
made there. The town of St. Thomas |
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WEDNESDAY EVENING., DEC. 11, 1867.

'THE RECENT PURCHASE IN
~~THE WEST INDIES-

Our recent telegrams, ,hpve_ contained
frequent allusions to the purchase by
our Government of the Danish posses-
sions in the West Indies. A meeting
between the representatives of the
United States and Denmark, to com-
plete the arrangements for the transfer,
was appointed for the Sth instant, and
the probability is that, by this time, the
Stars and Stripes float peacefully over
the islands. The whole transaction has
been kept very quiet by the Govern-
ment, and very little has appeared re-
specting it in the public journals. From
the best information we can gather on
the subject, there are two islands in-
cluded in this purchase, viz.: St. Thomas
and St. John. For, these the United
States stands committed, through its
authorized agents, to pay seven mil-
lions five hundred thousand dollars in
gold.

Thedesign in purchasing these islands
is to establish a depot for supplies for
the Atlantie squadron. It will also be
of great utility and value to the govern-
ment in any further naval movements:

Such a depot would have been invala-
able during the lale rebellion. The

fleet could have obtained the needed
supplies there to have kept in good
steaming condition while in chase or
search of the rebel privateers. For the
want of efficient proteetion during the

war the mercantile marine suffered
fearfully, from the depredations of pri-
vateers,

Before the transfer of the islands was
decided upon, and while the negotia-
tions were pending, the islands were
canvassed, on behalf of the United
States, to ascertain the sentiments of
the inhabitants towards the govern-

ment of the United States. The mer-

chants, as we learn by telegram, do not
like the American tariff; but annexa-
tion to the ‘United States is popular
with the majority of the people, and

they are pleased at the prospect of the
transfer.

The Danish West India islands have
heretofore comprised St. Thomas, St
Croix (or Santa Cruz) and St. John (or
St. Jan.) The island of St. Thomas is
situated in latitude 18 degrees 20 mi-
nutes north, longitude 64 degrees, 15
minutes wsst. It contains an area of
forty-five miles of rugged and well ele-
vated surface, though there are no very
m;h mountains. It is seventeen miles
in length by about five milesin breadth.
At one period it was well wooded. The
cutting of the timber has had the eflect
to dry up many of the springs which
onge irrigated the land. The soil is
sandy, and much of it isnmlﬂ'nhd.
About twenty-five hundred seres is
planted with sugar cane, whloq i)ro-
duces sugar of an exeellent quality. The
populatién is about thirteen thomsand
souls. There is an -extensive trade at
St. Thomas, much of the produce of the
neighboring islands being sent there
for shipment toEluop-. ‘Xt is also the

principal station of the West India and
European mall steamships, and the
United “States and. Bouth American
packets stop there, and some three thou-.

sand merchant wvessels annually ‘visit | 1a
BSt. Thomas is said to be the
best .lomtlon with the exception of
Havans,: for a naval -station to -be
found in the whole West India group.

the island.

Good dockage is afforded for ms

i M situated.
s:lillﬁ’cxhtéi..gon"&d

glaves are not numer
one to every five whites,

nd but s

'belﬁ( a

] -‘ , ¥ o
| The It nC of B (O‘Th Jan)
is but a few ,.._:',, ust f St. ! mnt |
and contains an most equal to |

that of the latter islqnd The popula-
tion numbers about..ten thousand.
istiansburg is thoprmnlnd town.. -

 If a foothold isi thq West i
| Indies, we like 7 Seward’splan |
of obtaining it much better than the fil-

libustering schemes which were se
ntuch in vogue A few yearssince. Ifan
honorable course be taken in securing
such of the West India Islands as' may
be wanted, or the Sandwich Islands,
the uneasiness of Spain and other gov-
ernments will be quieted. The posses-
sion of these islands will be advantage-
ous to our ships of war and merchant
vessels. The port of 8t. Thomas already
possesses fwo water batteries and the
citadel of Christian Fort. These will
doubtiess be strengthened, and every

precaution be taken to make the acqui-
sition secure. It is probable that the

islands will be placed under the ¢harge
of a Territorial Governor.

[(Speelal to the bmra Bvening News,)

By Telegruph,

* CON Gnnsslom AL!

London. 10.
The action of Cosngress, relative to
impeachment, excites considerable com-
ment. The j’cmes approves of the. re-
fusal to impeach, but ears the President
will interpret it as a new endorsement
of his policy, and hence concludes that

sonnd reconstructlon will be deferred.

Washington, 10.
IIousc —-The Speaker announced the
Committee on onstruction to be
Stevens,

Boutwell, Bingham,K Farns-
worth, Hurlbard,

Beaman, . Paine,
Brooks and Beck.

Dodge offered a resolution which was
adopted inﬁlrin%mto the expediency
of establishing a United States arssnsl
at Ft. David Russell, and Cheyénne.

After some further business, the
Speaker announced that the subject be-
fore the House for consideration, was
the cenfiscation bill, tponed from
19th March last. Chandler and Eldridge
spoke in opposition te the bill, and ts

further consideration was postponed to

Jan 21st.

The reed to adjourn for the
hollg:ﬂrs fro ember th to Janu-
ar

Senate —The Chair presented & com-+
mnnlcahcm from the Secretary of the
Treasu res nse to the resolution

of lnqu g the consequence of
resi nstion Chandler said Edmund
Ooopsr is authorized to assume the du-

ties of Assistant Secretary of the Trea-
sury, under [the Act of 1795, till a sue-
€essor is ap ted, :
resolu lssdo ted, as the
?eﬂbhry of l:htle Inttsrl&r tgo fug s ni:é
ormation relative to. the bonds ll
! e i o s g UL T
mner aresolution
was adopted, asking the P gh
fnrnlsh of corrsspondonos touech

rig ts by Englang durin thm,

also lons on com-
‘merce by prlvutoors equipped in Eng- |

Doollttls oﬂbrod m dment
Wilson’s bill intud-cod. en on “

that ri
 emetion s Sy oy ::'::s"
tmntus a Convention, .

s .zz,?ﬂﬁg

exo:,gt serving :h:
-mr. le tg re;so and wrlh. and
| m of

ik

- 'The su
cussed till the oxplntion o

in hour. |
domning the

rake’s resolution,

‘of ' the Presldnn&’s
Was | ‘up. Drake dm E
President’s sialement - 7+
o :

am

.A.ochhd rﬂp '
at | 8idering the Herald's petition to reﬁnet

its letter of withdrawal from the Asso-

i A : B
élation. Marble) of the World "
the interest of the Herald in the

ation has al ‘ceased to take e
frem the first of ", luary, and TO- |
quired & unanimous eonsent for re-

e Association decided

i— ﬁ a ‘majo ;note can grant the

¥ lrnm-&'hw Mng - the { Fegion.,
French, on the t of the ltalians, . i
sald‘tobev«y strong'in uence
the iate French intervention. The un-
qulggty of 1\nﬂctm:n' Emanrté:l andhof
abrea creasin tazzi has
joined the Radica.l g
Experienced eng

fortifying Rome.

WEesT INDIES,—The late hurricane at
Porto Ricowas much more destruetive
than was at first supposed. Fifty towns
are known to Have suffered more or less;
Over 3,600 families were left destitute
and homeless their houses being torn
down and their property destroyed.
More than 200 persons lost their lives;
the sugar and coffee factories are in
ruins, and, in ma.nlynmsta.nces, the ma-
chinery, steam engines &e., are lost. At

t, Thomas_the destruction was terri-

le. . Over a thousand lives were lost,
763 having been washed ashore at last
mail advices. Several other islands suf-
fered severely, the hurricane havin
most tsrrlﬂoeflect leveling everyth g
before it.

The latest-advices received from Hay-
ti and St. Domingo confirm the reports
hithertoreceived of rupture between the
two countries. Gen. Montez is still held

prisoner in: Hstiﬁ. The revolution
ﬁdnst the aunthority of Salnave in

ayti has come foan end. The foreign

n. Hay
anlnﬁdty has lu{e arigen, have been
guaranteed protection. An attempt

was rsoently made to kill the United
States Consul at Port au Prince. He

was called out by a mob, and when he
peared on the balcon of his dwelling

EI; was fired at from a rifle, the ball for-
tunately, however, doing no other in-
jury than grazin g his tempie. The bro-
ther of Gen. Montez has made his
escape, and was aided in doingso by the
British Consul. The revolufionists on
the frontier of St. Domingo number
4,000 men. They are in ssion of
the important Province of Cibao. SBome

irates in an open boat off Cape Marie,

ately attempted to take jon of
‘the American schooner Lucy, from New

York for Kingston, but were repulsed
by the crew belon ging to the wvessel.

e fight was (1uite a brisk one, and
several of the pirates were killed and
wounded.

A letter dated Sydney, Oetober 1st,
says: — News . was received ~here on
Thursday last from Fiji stating that a
cannibal tribe residing in the interior
of the principal isla.nd of the Fi lm

roup had muxds.mg n the

g Baker “}tn onary, d

six chrtstian nativss. The melancho

intslllgenee caused great indignl.tlon
and within 24 hours of its reeeipt

H. i{ . Brisk wuas.equipped and at

sea.en routc for Fiji, to enquire into the

cirenmstances an punlsh the murder-u

eers are engaged

against whom some

| ticulars u

vorl.ln w es have dls-
vered in d ow one
of which is of olen richness,

and yields 68 oz. of gold fmmdx ewt. of
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:.“ vl ..-. : WELLS : ;
‘, -
0la andagene accepted
‘ARIAN Y ’ll. that the%

J lgpply de-oondn from remot:“‘
ons, through sand and grave] b:
but thst mnld seem to he -
with wh with what ls uliodmtll'n o those
w e .
d t f Scien Artem "cong
ponde o tr ific Ammu -
tro ofﬁr&t reglon and situated 85 il
south of Chi gives interestingy, '
pon t ls subject and asg iy
zheasonlble causar fordot(:ij ection to theln? '
eory, causes founded upon sc
obIstem ion. d ‘entiy}
appears that these wells 3
produced within a radius or T;{nff '
miles at the depth ofseventy feet, T 48
water is'procured b i boring with 3y
inch augur through about five fey,
soil, ten to twenty feet of sand, ,7@' -
to tw enty fees of blue clay, and’ Dy
to thirty feetof “hard psn,"thmt
deposit being a composition of bluegy,
and coarse sand or gravel as hard , ¢
baked pottery. The bed of whitesy *
called *‘‘water. vein’’ is then reach:-{ 3
and in this the water is found, in may |
places filling the discharge pipes sevg
al feet above the surface.

It is estimated that the wells in t-h
district yi 1y ield 53,400,000 gallons per d.i
or 50 gallons per mfnute to each wel
Some of the wells throw 20 gallons pe
minute while others give 120 or 2 gy
lons per second. Now, inasmuch ¢
Onargo is situated 92 feet above the le
el of Lake Michigan, it is evident thy"
the suppl¥hunnot proceed from th;

5

quarter 1s writer also demonstrafy
tbat the supﬁI y cannot be derived frou
the surface in the vicinity, as no rese.

voirs exist. . No vacnums; lakes xh
veins of water could collect and if isig

ible for it to penetrate the bg™

nown as ‘‘hard pan’’ that overlies ti8
‘water vein.”
He then proceeds to inquire:
““Now, if this water does not co: |4
from the lake or surface in this vicinity &
but its source is a body of water soms:
distance away, would it not be necesy =
ry for it to be ‘at a great hight to ove.§
come the resistance it meets in traveluz
through this bed of sand? "Say thisoli]
theory is correct, say thaf the sourcei
200 miles away and 200 fee ‘higher thay
the discharge, would not the resistans

it meets in traveling through this con-
pact bed of sand so overcome the paow
it receives from the fountain head th

it would fail to reach the surface?40
do you consider that this water s co

ducted through this sand on the capit
lary rinciple?—-—and if this is true, wiy

is it that beyond a certain radius they §
bore to the bed rock and fail to procur *
water?”

Thus, we think; a grave doubt is ca
upon the correctness of the old theory,
and whatever the true source may bed
this natural outpouring, it still remsis
& matter of apeculation, and it mustt
regarded, as. & lmbjegt deserving th
closest and Miost’ eamest scientific i

vestigation.
The fact of ﬂ:n sq&l of water beint
apparently inexhaus and perennnl

ould be no check to the industryd
those qualified to trace so importanis
effect to its tr.ne,c,use —St Louis Week

ly Disptiteh

Locn l*rﬁns.

mmm—m night there was acrowie
sudience to witness Mr, Couldock’s im
tion of Falstaff, although the day had
stormy, and the evening cloudy and lowuﬁ

His Falstaff ly & trimmpb. T
witty, hur Jus, cunning, °"'“| 5
mv{kgn | mihom;:m Wi

ation of 1 c‘th:ﬁ Last 38 |
WS D ot of : the hoo® |
-n.g"*' 0 mdry’ humor, e
ono of the

nted b |




