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ORIGIN OF OUR NAMES

up to a certain point in the worldsworldIs
IribisstorytoTy the number of people was suf-
ficiently small and communities were tarfar
enough apart to avoid confusion otof single
names but as the population increased
andd communication became more fre-
quent and practicable the supply oi
names was not sufficient to

h
meet the de

masid and the result was that toms
dicksdicke and harrys were in danger of be-
comingcoming mixed up with one another it
was this condition of affairs which gave
therise to the adoption of surnames not
palyonly as a means of obviating the embar
rassments occasioned by a multiplicity
of similar namesdames but for the purpose of
distinguishing families many years be-
lore surnames weresere finally adopted the
nee of sobriquets had become custom
ary thatisthat is names given to individuals
as a special mark of0
these names were generally founded
uponon some personal trait or some inci-
dent7ext in the life of the person or re-
ferred to the place of his nativitytatibati vity as
Itrichardichord the lionheartedlion hearted edward
long sharks john lackland judas is-
cariot but these sobriquets applied
onlyimly to the individuals and died with
them and did not therefore serve the
purpose of family names

it is impossible to determine defin-
itely when surnames first came into
existence lorfor like nearly all human
vucustoms the adoption of family names
wadwasa the result of circumstances and
was otof slow and gracgrachalual growth but it
was probably somewhere in the neigh-
borhood otof the year one thousand that
they were first officially recognized and
used to any extent

the term surname is supposed
someacme to be derived from the french
surnce meaning over name be-
cause a persons family name was torfor
gaerlaerly written above instead oiof alter the
baptismal name it is just as likely
however that the term was originally

surname or sire name as the first
family names were thosethese derived from
the name of the father instead of re-
ferring to a man as john the sen oiof
jacob0btinin order to distinguish him fram
taicjphn11 the son oiof david or william or
robertobert as hadbad long been custocustomarymaryl
die appellation was shortened to john
jacobs sen and this in turn became

imply john jacobson and all of the
children and descendants of this par-
ticular jacob thereafter bore the name of
JKjacobson in the same manner the
family names of0 johnsonJohns cn davidson
williamsonamson robertson thomson

peterson duncanson
stephensonStep bensonbetson and others of a like kind
comecame into existence

manymandofof the scotch and irish sur-
names originatedd in the same way the
word mac son of being prefixed to
the name of the father and iromfrom this
source we have the mcarthursMc Arthurs mac
donalds HenrysMc chatIs and
many moremere that will occur to the reader
the old norms ns prefixed to the pater
fialael name the word fitz 11 probably a
corruption of the french fils meaning
sonsim and iromfrom them we have the names
of fitzhugh fitzpatrick fitzgerald
fitzsimmons son of simon

until within a comparatively recent
time the Wwelsheba peoplepeople adhered to the

primiprimitiveprimitivativi custom of distinguishing a per-
sonon isas the son of his father by the use ofof
the word ap 11 thus david the son
of howellhowel was known as david ap
howell very frequently however
this was not a sufficient distinction and
it became necessary to add the names
of the grandfather and great grandfather
and semesometimestimes several ancestors be-
yond so that an individual carried his
pedigree in his name it was therefore
not unusual to hear such combinations
as evan ap rice ap david ap adam aap
roger and so on to the seventh anand
eighth genegenerationrafton back

A story is related of an englishman
who riding among the mountains one
dark night heard cries otof distress lassuissu-
ingMg from a deep ravine help master
help came a voice from below who
are you asked the traveler peeringpeeling in
to the darkness jenkin ap john ap
robert ap william ap richard avau
owen replied the voice lazy lelfel
lows that ye be cried the englishman
setting spurs to his horse I1

to lie atollaia i oil-
ing in that ditch half a dozen of yelye
why in the name otof common sense
dont ye help one another out

to this curious custom however we
are indebted lorfor the names of ughaugh
pritchard powell and price which are
simply modifications of ap hugh ap
richard ap howell and ap rice vw hen
the welsh finally adopted a simpler
system of patronymics they made use of
the paternal namecame in the possessive
case thus griffith the son of robert
instead olof being called griffith robert-
son was known as griffith roberts
the son being understood the pos-
sessive form was soon abandoned how-
ever and the surname became reduced
to 01 i
many of our most familiar names are
derived from this source and we are at
once rfremindedminded of williams hughes
richards andrews harris harrys
adams phillips owens rogers how-
ells daniels reynolds matthews jen-
kins edwards and our old friend jones
which is merely a modification of
bohns

in times goneeone by nearly every name
bad its corresponding nickname or
diminutive just as today we still have
our dick jack billy frank and harry
many of anese nicknames and nursery
bolms were also drawn upon for sur
names so that a single name was oltoff
times the source otof halthall a dozen differ-
ent cognomensomens thus from john we
not only have jones and johnson but
jenkins jenkinjencia jennings jackson jan-
son and hanson from arthur we
have mcarty akins and atkinson
aiom robert we have roberts robert-
son robinson robson dobson hobbs
and hobbisonHobb son dennis is responsible
for dennison and tennyson hawkins
harris and harrison come iromfrom henry
richaadbichaid has given us inin addition to rich-
ards and richardson dick dickens
dixon and dickinson anderson and
henderson are derivatives otof andrews
and to william we are indebted for
wilson wills willis alkes bilson
wilkins wilkinson wilcox
willett willard and billings besides
A illiams and williamson

in a great many instances the chris-
tian name was retained unaltered as the
surname and there is probably not

one of the more common early namesname
that is not now borne by some family
in addition to the many familiar ones
which will at once come to the mind of
the reader as thomas georgeorgee james
owen henry francisifrancis charcharlesfes lewis

there are several oters which may
perhaps not be recognized as baptismal
names by reason of the fact that their
use as such has to a large extent been
abandoned and they are now generally
regarded as family names only among
these are reynold ellis godwin good-
winn randal rice sampson morgan
martin giles cuthbert baldwin bry
ant barnard howell arnold cupert
and meredithmeredith

in addition to thus immortalizingimmortal izing
their christian names our ancestors
have left to the world an undying record
of their trades and occupations in the
shape of another class otof family names
the foremost among which is the aban
dant one of smith some of the mem-
bers of this numerous family have
however sought lorfor a different and
more ancient origin than that represent-
ed by a village smithy and to this end
they have convinced themselves that
they are the direct descendants of
shem the son otof noah and the father
of the Shemites whose progeny through
the exercise of some graceful ortho-
graphical jugglery became transformed
into smith in the following manner
shem SUsmith1 th

at the time of the adoption 0ot sur-
names every artisan whose work re-
quired the striking of blows on metat
was known as a smither or smith and
the co therefore had its black-
smith whitesmith goldsmith silver-
smith arrowsmith and several others of
the same character the number of
smiths attheat the present day may there-
fore be readily accounted for when we
remember that each of the different
kinds of smiths was as much entitled to
the use of his trade name for acoa gromen
as any other artisan john the black-
smith and john the coppersmith were
both known as john the smith an ap-
pellation which naturally resolved itself
into thete family name otof john smith in
the same way peter the carpenter be-
came peter carpenter and john the
miller was the founder of the family of
miller jnin this manner the various
trades and callings became the source
of surnames and are to this day repre-
sented in those of baker shoemaker
tyler chandler mason cutler carter
sadler slater butcher draper thatch-
er fletcher arrowmaker hooper
cheeseman turner joiner cooper
gilder mercer skinner coleman
sawyer tanner spicer cook sutor
shoemaker miner driver weaver

gardner merchant porter wainwright
taylor shepherd glover and a num-
berber of others

such names as hall stair Gargarret
Xikitchen chambers also record the
occupations of our forefatherslore fathers who isia
these cases were engaged in the house-
holds of the nobility and had charge of
such apartments as the names suggest
others again held higher offices and

I1 from them we have the surnames page
butler proctor forester steward and
its modified forms of stewart and
stuart bailey fowler and woodward
and hayward the keepers respectively
of the forest and cattle

while it is very evident that our
fathers preempted the honor of estab-
lishing family names there are three or


