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SALT LAKE PRESS DISPATHES.

FOR years the people of Utah were
persistently traduced by means of dis-
patchee sent by the Associated Press
agent in this ecity and published io
many papers east and west. The wil-
ful falsehoods and malignant decep-
tions in these telegrams were repeated
ly pointed out to the management, and
the consequence was, &t length,
that the agent here was limlted in his
communications and told plainly what
be must nof do.

Bince then news from Salt Lake to
the eastern press hasbesn very meagre,
and of course anythiog which would
tend to enlighten the country as to pro-
gressive movements here has been, if
not suppressed, so presented as to make
it appear of small moment.

The action taken to dissuclve the
People’s party, for instance, was not
reported until a private dispatch from
& prominent Balt Lake citizen, re-
ceived at Chicage, occasioned inquiry,
and then, as we have been reliably in-
formed, the Chicage manager had to
send B special message to the agent
bhere before he could obtain anything
for the papers, And here is what he
mapaged to get from the Salt Lake
dispatcher of news, in reply to his
query;

“Pursuant to call, sod following an ap-
parent programme, the People's Terri-
torial Commitiee held a secrel meseting
this afternoon, Tonight it is given out

that it passed a preamble and the follow-
ing resolution:” -

The resclutioa wos then added with
the Annexed comment:

“But little importance is attached here
to the action.’?

The public may judge of the truth-
fullpess and fairness of this loeal
agent of the Associated Press, when it
is known that the proceedlogs of the
meeting were published in the evening
papers, Bnd ap official account had
been furnished by the secretary to the
““Liberal’’ organ in which the afore-
said agent grinde out dirty diatribes
againet decent people who differ with
him oo aoy subjeot.

The ‘‘secret” meeting hadg been an-
pounced in the public prints every day
for weeks before it convened. The
importance of the action taken at that
meeting was cossidered of such magnl-
tude that it not only occasioped
widespread comment, but has been the
chief object of the agent’s effusions in

the ring¢*Liberal?’organ eversince. A nd
yet if that private dispatch bad pot
been seen by somie reporters of the
Chicago papers, who besieged the As-
sociated Press apent in that city, the
probabjlity is that oot a line in relation
to the matter would have heen sent
from thie eity, because there war no
excuse io the action of the committee
for telegraphic mlsrepresentation and
abuse,

SMUGGLING BY THE NAVY.

THE return of the ‘““Omahbs’* and
“Bwatara® from the Asiatic station to
Mare Ieland withont passing under
inepeection, and the later discovery of a
guantity of dutiable goods aboard,
have utarted a controversinl breeze
that is threatening to hreed a ¢yolone.

In this particular casethe fuult seems
to fall in great measure upon the cus-
toms officers at 8an Francisco. At
the same tlme the navy officers are far
from being exonerated from blame.
The accusers have not yet gone so far
as to prove cooclusively that the
United Btates navy is engaged in
B geperal smuggling business for
the trade, although the charges from
high quartere all but assert ss much.

When the bill for transferring the
revenue marine to the navy was under
discussion, Senator Bherman?s success-
ful opposition to its passage was on the
ground that the onavy officers were
habitual smugglers and ought oot to
be entrusted with the ¢nforcement of
the revenue laws. The following is
from his remarks ou that occasion:

T reputation is mot always at faul
the mlv:R officers are penerally suppos:
to be the largest samngglers in our coun-
try, in proporfion to their nuwnber, and
the idea of putting a naval officer to
guard pur ooasl ageiost smuggling is at
lanst ruther & strange one for un old galt.
I snppase there is scarcely 2 naval vessel
that comes Into our porta but what haa
goods that under the striet rulings of the
treasury would be subject to duty.”

Mr. Gray—*'] «shou!d like to ask the
senator from Ohio if that wholesale
amuggling which be seems to think is
engaged in by naval officers ina part of
the high funetion from which we are
going to call them when we transier'them
to reavente duty?”’

Mr. Sherman—*1 thiok they will stiek
to their high function of smuggling more
than they will te thelr new'dvry of goard-
ing against smugeglimg. A vevenue
maurioe officer cannol enter a war vessel
of the United States and inapoct it as he
wonld a commercial vessel, aod the result
jn that many things are brought in here
wilhont payiog duty.”

Menator Sherman has been Becretary
of the Treasury and is good authority
on this mutter. Though his charge
here may in the heat of argument have
been more or Jess exaggerated, with all
possible allowanee enough remains
upon which to lLese a  very
boisterous scandsl. The official report
of the investigation in this recent
affair at Mare Island may be expected
to throw & little new light on that cnse
and probahly others. It is npot too
much to say that light {s needed badly.

The officers of the nAvy are just as
much subject to the customs laws as
are private citizens. There is nothing
fo their ofticial commissions that
should 1o the sllghteast degree shield
them from the regulur consequences of
lawless actions. Qo the other haod
the position they hold presupposes
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them examples to the citizens of obedi-
ence to estahlished laws. The effect of
such disclosures ae the one at Mare
Island is humiliating to the govern-
ment, but it i3 & wholesome scandal.

RAMINE CULTURE ON THE COAST.

THE prominence that fs being given
to the development of the culture of
the ramie ptant in California, is mak-
ing the subject one of general interest.
At the last session of the Btate Leginla-
ture an appropriation of $10,000 was
made for the purchase of ramie roots
for free distribution, and 2 bounty was
offered for merchantable ramie #fiber.
the prospects are now that A new in-
dustry will spring up suddenly. which
will prove of vast imporiance to com-
merce.

The ramie plunt I8 a huge, stinglesa
nettle, indigenous to Juva and China,
where its fiber has been used in con-
strueting fabrice for centuries. The
ramie fiber produced in these countriea
is used by Fraoce, England and Ger-
many in the mapufacture of fabrics

that are wsold for linens amd
a variety of similar goods, nnd
is used &lgo in the manufact-

ure of sllk dress goods, the wrap partly
or entirely composed of of ramle fiber
adding to the strength and body of the
govds  without depreciating their
beauty, and therehy saviog from 30 to
60 per cent of the silk otherwise re-
quired. 'The ramie plant is emsily cul-
tivated, yiolding very largely oo rich
alluvial, sandy, loamy soil. It can be
grown very readily in the Southern
States, but there the moisture of the
climate inferferes with the drying of
the stalks, which ie essential to the
economic peparation of the fiber. With
suftable #o0il and proper cultivation af-
ter the plants are well rooted, severa)
¢rops ¢an be realized each year.

The industry, to say the lesst, is
worth watching. Utah may have oc-
casion to try the experiment of ramie
raising in thie soil.

——

THE BRITISH COLONIAL SYSTEM.

THE exteot of the Rritish depen-
dencies all over the world is about
9,000,000 square miles, with ap esti-
mated population of 300,000,000 peopte.

In Indis the Queen’s authority in
absolute, though the country is ruled
by & distioct miunistry. The British
possessions in Bopneo, in Bouth and
East Africa, and oo the Niger, are un-
der the pretection of the Queen, but
managed by chartered companies.

The gelf-povernini colonies under
the Englirh flag nre New South Wales,
Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, Bouth
Australia, New Zealand, the Cape




