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allusions are made to the poor, nmd
they arealways remembered. 1t seemed
a8 though the Prophet’s mind was ex-
ercised more iu relation to the poor
than almoet any oiher subject. This
seems to have been the case niso an-
ciently; forone of the slzns that Jepas
gave to the dieciples of John, when
they came to ask Hlm whether He was
the one thnt wns to come or should
they look for another, was that
“the poor have the Qospel preached
to them.” And I[saiah sald, ‘“The
Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor
of his pecple shall trust in it.’? It
seems from these passages of Bceripture
that the Lord has had in mind the poor
of the earth, who have groaned for so
many sges under the oppressions that
have been heaped upon them. Zion
has been founded, nmong other things,
for the express purpose of correcling
these oppressions and patting an end to
them. This earth, with its bounteous
elements, with its wealth of everything
that is necessary for the comfort and
happiness of man, was created for maun.
It was not crented for n few. It was
crented for every pon and daughter of
our Father in heaven who dweilaupon
it. [t was not that one should have
food in abundance, and another should
be stinted. It was notthat oneshould
have an nbundance of clothing, and
another should have ascarcely any. It
was notthat onestiould havean abund-
ance of land, and nnother hnve ne
Innd; that one should monopolize
hiorses, and cattle, and carriages, and
everything of this kind, and another go
short of these things. "l"hls was not the
design of Qod, and it ls not His de-
aign. This Zion that God bas founded is
to bring to pass a chnnge in this respect;
and these revelations plainly (ore-
shadow this. Not that all will have
the »same Bsized bedsteand, or Lhe
pame sized house, or the psame
pumber of childrep; not that all
will dress In the snme kind of
clothing, or eat (he same Kind of food-
Tha't is not the equality designed. But
thav all shali hnve an equal elnim upon
the blessings and hounty of God; one
man Using more than another because
he requires more; one man having
more than another upnder his control
because he is more capable of manag-
ing that than another. There will be
these distinctions alwnye. 1 expect to
gee them in eternity. Mankind will
not be reduced to a dead level. I never
expect to see the time when the chiid-
ren of God will all have their food
measured out to them, or their raiment,
of their furniture, or their horees, or
their oattie, or other elements; but
each wili have according to his needs.
One man will have more children than
another. Oue man is more capable of
managing property than another; he
will have all he can mannge in right-
fousuees, but not to consume upon his
usts.

In those early days the Latter-day
Bniuts, reading those precious revela-
tlons, suppoeed that the day had
dawned upen them when these things
would come to pass. But tbey were
not prepared for them. They were not
sufflciently troined. Mnny of them
broke their covenants and sel-
flahness  got  the u({)per hand
of them. ~ They ha not faith
sufficient, nor knowledge ond ex-
erience sufficlent, to carry out these

eavenly principles. And today it s

deubtful concerning the number in the
Chuareh thal would be able now to
carry them out, tbough I do honestly
believe that there is a gréat progreas in
this direction, and that the day is not
far distant when, other things per-
mitting, we shall beableto carry out
these doctrines and bring about a better
condition of aftairs on the earth; in
faot, already among us there is a great
change in this respect, and there is a
disposition among our peopie to help
and assist, and to distribute of their
means, 8o that there shall not besutier-
ing in our lnnd. In our recent exami-
nation before the Master in Chancery.
I belleve that everyone not of our
Church was astonished at the reports
that were made, and the reports were
sustained by actual figurea. I do Dot
think they had ever conceived of the
amount of heip that we extend as a
people lo the poor in our midst. There
is not another people on the face of the
earth that I know anything about who
are anything Nke ns churitable, ap
liberal, and as provident as our people
are In sapplying the wants of the
needy, Thisapeaks well for us, and it
shows that we are approximating to
that condition of feeling when it will
be easier thnn it ever was for ustio
carry out these reveintions of which [
havespoken.

Well, many were tried because those
revelations concerning the order of
Enoch were not carried out, and they
thought that Joseph was not a true
prophet. They argued in this way:
“Rod knows His children, and if He
gives a revelntion to His children He
knows whether they can carry it outor
not. New, if Joseph were a prophet
and tnspired of God, he would know
whether the people were prepared for
thie, and the Lord would not have in-
spired him to give a revelation if-they
were not prepared;” and the failure of
the people to do thls was Inld to
Joseph’s charge, as though he had re-
ceived false revelntions, and hbad nt-
tempted to do something that ought
not to have been done. The facts are,
(Fod reveals His truth continually to
His children, snd He lays before them
principles to obey as they are able
to obey them. HBo it has been from
thnt day until the present. There
Have been n great many revela-
tlons given to us that we have not
had falth to carry out nas they should
be. - Thie doectrine te which allusion
has been made—the doctrine of
celestial marringe—I heard one of the
Twelve .eay that if he were called
upon to testify, he believed he could
pay truthfuliy that the Latter-day
Baints were more pleased to hear the
manifesto than they were to hear the
revelation given on celestial mnrringe.
Now, I eculd not say that, and yet ]
believe there is n great element of truth
in the staternent. 1 belfeve that it was
a very preat trial to this Charch, nnd
I believe, too, that there are a grent
many pevple glad that the manifesto
has been given, because they feel re-
Veved in their feelings. And does
not this account, in part at least, for
the manifesto? If this statement made
by this A postle is true—and I am not
prepared to question it—what does it
betoken? [t betokensthat.though this
has been a doctrine of the Churech for
nenrly fifty years, there iastill a Iarge
element unprepared to carry it out; at
least, they hnve not obeyed it; and [

know (I epeak it almost with n feeling
ofshame) that there have been serigug
abuses of that doctrine. [ belleve that
both men and women |lipve
been guilty of many thingn
that are offensive in “the sight
of God. I have said that if there Were
no other reason than this, It wouly be
sufficient, to my mind, for the Liord
inspirlng His 8ervant to give that
manifesto.  But there were other rey.
sons forthis, and as 4 people we should
be prepared, by the asulstance and test]-
mony of the Bpirit of God, for these
things. [ konow myself that it wag the
will of God that that munifesto shoylg
be given. I know it was the wij
of God that the word should go to
the Lintter-day Baiuta that plaral mar-
riages should cense, and that we should
conform to the reﬁulrements 6f the
inw of the land. ust think of the
condition the lenders of Iarne! were int
Here were probably nineteen-twenty.
eths who ‘had Dot obeyed that Jow
They would have been Involved with
those who had obeyed it. They woulgd
have been Jisfranchised. The Liordd
revealed that to Presfdent Woodrug
They would have been deprived of
temples and the ordinances of salva.
tion administered therein, of the
soc¢iety of the Priesthood, and perhaps
of their own personsl property, Now
the Lord saw the condition that [hé
leaders of the people were ip
Can _you not see how wiee | wn;;
in Him to come to our deliverance
by giving His word? I have heard
President Woodruff'say that he would
rather go out and be shot thap
yield one hairsbreadth of that doc-
trine uniess the Lord should command
bhim, and be waited, and we all waitey
until the Lord did give the command'
Eng :vhean(: _gta\'e it, His Spirit tesli:
ed to us that it was the righ
ey &ht thing to
Now, brethren and sisters, I kpow
there are a great many who feel that
this belng a prineiple of exaltation.
they may be in danger of loging ihelr
exnltation, because of thair lnability to
vhey this. I wantto say to all such
that the Lord judges our hearts: He
looks at out mofives. There, were n
great many men in past times who
never had the privilege of obeying this
doctrine, because the law was not
given to them. Do you think that
they are excluded from exaltation? Do
you think that they will be deprived of
celestial glory? 1 domnot. Eternity te
a long period, and we cannot conceive
of its duration. The Nepnites, necord-
ing to all that has come down to us
were monogamiste. This law wag noi
given to them, as far a8 we have any
account. Yet they were a great'nnd a
mighty people before the Liord, They
bl;\d Prophets nnd mighty men among
them,

I believe there is nota faithful man
or womnn in this Chnrch that has wo
had n testimony for himself and herself
thnt this s right. I was greatly
pleaged at our Conference whey this
manifesto was presented, to see the
unanimify thut prevailed. There were
a great many people who shed tears, [
understand, over 1t; but the faithlal
felt that it was rlght, and they voted
for it. Now, the Lord will accept our
offering. He Eknows that which we
havedone. VWe have atriven to the
utmost extent of our ability to convince
this nntion that this is a true principle



