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allusions areare made to the poor andaad
they are always remembered it seemed
as though the prophets mind was ex
excised more in relation to the poor
than almost any other subject thisto
seems to have been the case also an-
ciently for one of the signs that jesus
gave to the disciples ofof john when
they came to ask him whether he was
the one that was to come or should
they look for another was that

the poor have the gospel preached
to thernthem and isaiah said the
lord hath founded zion and the poor
of his people shall11ll trust in it 1 I it
seems from these passages of scripture
that the lord has hadbad in mind the poor
of the earth who have groaned for so
many ages under the oppressionsoppress ions that
have been heaped upon them zion
has been founded among other things
for the express purpose of correcting
thesetheme oppressionsoppress ions and putting an end to
them this earth with its bounteous
elements with its wealth of everything
that tois necessary for the comfort and
happiness of man was created for man
it was not created for a few it was
created for every son and daughter of
our father in heaven who dwells upon
it it was not that one should have
food in abundance and another should
be stinted it was not that one should
have an abundance of clothing and
another should have scarcely any it
was not that one should have an abund-
ance of land and another have no
land that one should monopolize
horses and cattle and carriages and
everything of this kind and another go
short of these things this was not the
design of god and it is not his de-

sign this zion that god hasbas founded is
to bring tomassato pass a change in this respect
and these revelations plainly fore-
shadow this not that all will have
the same sized bedstead or the
same sized house or the same
number of children not that all
will dress in the same kind of
clothing or ea the same kind of food
that is not the equality designed but
thai all shall have an equal claim upon
the blessings and bounty of god one
man using more than another because
he requires more one man having
more than another under his control
because he is more capable of manag-
ing that than another there will be
these distinctions always I1 expect to
wesee them in eternity mankind will
not be reduced to a dead level I1 never
expect to10 see the time when the child-
ren of god will all have their food
measured out to them or their ralraimentment
or their furniture or their horses or
their cattle or other elements but
each will have according to his needsdeeds
one man will have more children than
another one man is more capable of
managing property than another he
will have all he can manage in right-
eousness but not to consume upon his
lusts

in those early days the latter day
saints reading those precious revela-
tions supposed that the day had
dawned upon them when these things
would come to pass butbrit they were
not prepared for them they were not
sufficiently trained many of them
broke their covenants and sel-
fishnessfish ness got the upper handband
of them they had not faith
sufficientclent nor knowledge and ex-
perienceperi ence sufficientelent to carry out these
heavenly principles and today it is

doubtful concerning the number in the
church that would be able now to
carry them out though I1 do honestly
believe that there tois a great progress in
thisth Is direction and that the day is not
far distant when other things per-
mitting we shall be able to carry out
these doctrines and bringabout a better
condition of affairs on the earth in
fact already among us there tois a great
ohanchangegeinin this respect and there is a
disposition among our people to help
and assistt and to distribute of their
means so that there shall not be suffer-
ing in our land in our recent exami-
nation before the master in chancery
I1 believe that everyone not of our
church was astonished at the reports
that were made and the reports were
sustained by actual figuresfl guree I1 do not
think they hadbad ever conceived of tilethe
amount of help that we extend as a
people to the poor in our midst there
is not another people on the face of the
earth that I1 know anything about who
are anything like asan charitable as
liberal and as provident as our people
are in supplying the wants of the
needy this speaks well for us and it
shows that we are approximating to
that condition of feeling when it will
be easier than it ever was for us to
carry out these revelations of which I1
have spoken

well many were tried because those
revelations concerning the order of
enoch were not carried out and they
thought that joseph was not a true
prophet they argued in this way

god knows his children and if he
gives a revelation to his children he
knows whether they cancan carry it out or
not now if joseph were a prophetP
and inspired of god he would know
whether the people were prepared for
this and the lord would not have in-
spired him to give a revelation if they
were not prepared andadd the failure of
the people to do this was laid to
josephs charge as though hebe had re-

ceived false revelations and had at
tempted to do something that ought
not to have been done the facts are
god reveals his truth continually to
his children and he lays before them
principles to obey as they are able
to obey them so it has been from
that day until the present there
navehave been a great many revela-
tions given to us that we have not
had faith to carry out as they should
be this doctrine to which allusion
has been made the doctrine of
celestial marriage I1 heard one of the
twelve say that if he were called
upon to testify he believed he could
say truthfully that the latter day
saints were more pleased to hearbear the
manifesto than they were to hear the
revelation given on celestial marriage
now I1 could not say that and yet I1
believe there tois a great element of truth
in the statement I1 believe that it was
a very great trial to this church and
I1 believe too that there are a great
many people glad that the manifesto
has been giveygiven because they feel re
1 eveddeved in their feelings and does
not this account in part at least for
the manifesto if this statement made
by this apostle is true and I1 am not
prepared to question it what does it
betoken it be tokens that though this
has been a doctrine of the church for
nearly fifty years there is still a large
element unprepared to carry it out at
least they have not obeyed it and I1

know 1 I speak it almost with a feeling I1
of shame there have been seriousabuses of that doctrine I1 believe thatboth men and women havebeen guilty of many thingthiamthat are offensive in the sightof god I1 have said that if there wereno other reason than this it would besufficient to my mind for the lordinspiring his servant to give thatmanifesto but there were other rea-
sons for this and as a people we should
be prepared by the assistance and testi-mony of the spirit of god for thesethings I1 know myself that it was thewill of god that that manifesto should
be given I1 know it was the willof god that the word should go tothe latter day saints that plural marbiages should cease and that we should 1
conform to the requirements of the I1
law of the land just think of the 1

condition thehe leaders of israel were lotinthere were probably nineteen
beths who had not obeyed that lawthey would have been involvedinvolveLi withthose who had obeyed it they wouldhave been franchiseddisfranchiseddis the lordrevealed that to president woodruffthey would have been deprived oftemples and the ordinances of salva-
tion administered therein of thesociety of the priesthood and perhaps
of their own personal property now
the lord saw the condition that theleaders of the people were incan you not see how wise it wasin him to come to our deliverance
by giving his word I1 havebave heardpresident woodruff say that he wouldrather go out and be shot thatchato
yield one hairsbreadthhairsbreadth of that doc-
trine unless the lord should commandhim and hebe waited and we all waited
until the lord did give the commandand when he gave it his spirit testi-
fied to us that it was the right thing ttobe done

now brethren and sister I1 knowthere areaare a great many who feel thatthis being a principle of exaltationthey may bbe in danger of losing theirexaltation because of their inability toobey this I1 want to say to all suchthat the lord judges our behearthartL helooks at our motives there were agreat many men in past times whonever hadbad the privilege of obeying thisdoctrine because the law was notgiven to them do you think thatthey are excluded from exaltation doyou think that they will be deprived ofcelestial glory I1 do not eternity isi s

a long period and we cannot conceive
of its duration the Nep hites accord-
ing to all that has come down to usup
were monogamists this law was not
givengi ven to them as far as we have any
account yet they were a greatgrea andVand ftamighty people before the lord they
had prophets and mighty menman among
thewthen

I1 believe there is not a faithful man
or woman in this church that has no
hadbad a testimony for himself and herself
that this is right I1 was greatly
pleased at our conference cheliwhen this
manifesto was presented to see the
unanimity that prevailed there were
a great many people who shed tears I1
understand over it but the faithful
felt that it was right and they voted
for it now the lord will accept our
offering he knows that which we
have done we have striven to the
utmost extent of our ability to convince
this nation that this is a true principle


