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esting to many readers of the NEws.
We include ourselves smong those who
are much interested in them. As the
Lonisiana conference has notbeen heard
irom for a long tite, and as we believe
that not many ]e_SS th_ap thirty anxious
mothers (at this writing we npumber
thirty here) are watching your columns
for mews ot it, we now have pleasure in
writing your estimable sheet. We will
begin by stating that their sons are all
O. K. in very deed-

Since our last writing we, until now,
have been laboring in what may be
termed “French America.”’ It is possi-

ble to travel among people in Southern |-

isi for days and not find one per-
::)Onum\iral'?: can speak the En{g]ish lan-
uage, Itis only a dialect of the long
?orgonen French. The people here are
wont to call it a *‘Creole gumbo.” You
might know without our statement that
such a field is not the most desirable.
While this fie'd has not been wvery pro-
lific in its yield, it bas afforded great op-
portunities for work; and the experience
that has been rolled ué) here by us, we
are sure will redound, when justice
reigns supreme, to our credit. Had we
been huntlng discouragement, this would
have been a splendid field in which to
search; for it followed close upon Bur
eyery effort. and very irequently plead
for admission into our beings. The
breastwori: of forlitude, behind which
the Elders fought, however, was almost
impassable, and each lime, as the de-
signing thing presented itself to the fire
01g indomitable “ will it was repulsed.
Hope was the brightest thing upon
which our gaze co_nl rest, 5o we looked
steadfastly upon it. It promised great
rewards. At the time, we \G']ere quite
sangui but we were umable to see
wffr‘?i',’f&e were to be benefitted. We
are about through with them for a sea-
son, and as some of the Elders have
already reached fairer fields, we know
by their weekly reports that their almost
futile eforts among the French, is as
bread cast upon the walers, and s re-
torming to them after many days. A
man of speed wears weights upon his
feet until such time as he desires, a
maximum of momentum when he'dis-
cards them, and he indeed runs the
faster. The weight of _past experience
no longer hangs heavily upon us, a_nd
we hope for an increase of speed with
which we will be enabled to “Run with
patience the race that is before us’
and we hope to run it with marked suc-
cess,

Eiders Cornwall, Joseph A. and John
Wood have just completed a canvass of
Baton Rouge. We travel without purse
or scrip here. At first the privilege of
canvassing the city was denied them un-
til a license of §5 would be {orthcoming.
They didn’t have a cent, but they *'be-
lieved God" put works with their faith,
and after persistent effort and the sev-
enth call upon the heretofore unmoved
mayor and aldermen, succeeded in gain-
ing consent to canvass the city, which
they did- Thus dces the Lord bless
the humble efforis of His servants.

Last month (March 24th) we lost one
of our number—E der C. A. Matthews,
of Pima, Arizona. He returned home
_rejoicing in the knowledge of having
done a good work Ino the harvest field of
Christ. On the 23rd of this month we
will part with three more of our chiesen
band. Elder Witllam Martin will return
to his Colorado home; Axel Nelson's
presence will soon be had in Elsinore,

Utah, and Grover, Wyoming, will be
proud ot the return of J. F. Astle. They
all leave feeling well and in splendid
spirits.

The people here are very niuch con-
cerned over high water. It is still
rising.

The corn and cane crops have been
planted and much of it is up and looking
green. Cotton will be planted soon.

Spring is out in her best new gown
and nature smiles.

: 5. L SWENSON,
R. E. CALDWELL.
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I was io the Hall of Relios yesterday
for the purpoke of depoeiling a collec-
tion of a tew articies of pioneer reliecs.
On looking around I recognized tbe
old cannon cslled the **Liong range?”
which I drove during the entire ocam-
palgn of the **Provo Indlan War,” {n
the winter ol 1549, and which hruaght
many incidents freeh to my miod in
rolation to thoere early ploneér times,

There were only & very few familes
that had settled at Provo at that 1me.
The Indinne had become vary trouble-
some nnfd defiant. They would.enter
the seltlers’ benies moke thelrdemands
and take whatever they wanted, Gov-
ernor Yoang wasnotified of the critioal
condition of the seti)ers sud direoled
the cofficers of the Nauvoo Leglon
{ Territorlal miiitia) to mueter s euffi-

‘clent forge with supplies and march at

once to their reliel, and to prees into
servioce men, leams and Wagons.

Thut morniog L was on my way to
the eanyon for a load ot wood, and had
gone as far ae the DESERET NEWS 0ot~
ner when [ wae Tequested lo return
home and got provielones snd biankets
any repor. a8 boon aa poesihle, By
noon the company wae organlzed with
General Danjel H, Welle in command,
aod it made s good halt day”s muaroh,
There was no road around the point
or over the mountain and it was with
moch diffionlty that we made omr
way through the ueep suow. The
second day we arrived st Pruvo in
time to make preparatiovs to attack
the Indians enrly the Dext morniey.
I wae mpsigneu the duty of driving
the cannon with ap assistant to ajd
me g time of need.

The Indisns were located in a large,
denpe hody of timber on the river
bottom in the bed of & oreek. 1Ite
bapks sff ,rded them good protection
vo thet thelr heads could only be seen
when they would ralse up to take sim.
With the Provo river oo the other slde
of them and the heavy growth of un-
derbrush in the timber, they bad every
advantage, I drove the cannon ocut
on the beooh, ae directed, and placed
It in poeitlon ae nesr where the lo-
diave were locuterd ae conld be meoer-
talped, snd then drove the leam of!
about one hundred yards further up
oo 1he hill

The fral volley fired by the Indians
went clear over and strhhck the ground
above the horaes. It was so cold and
olenr thil I nould bee the blue sireak
of the balls pe they passed over. Thé
uext volley wounued one of the
arti)lery mep, and 1n about teos wmin-
ules three more were wounded, I wap
called to move the cannob, I wanted
my sesjutant to take the lenders by the

bite, keeplng the horses between ue
and the fAre and I wounid lead the
otbers, but he wouid potdoit. In
thise exireme moment Ibére wos no
time to hesliale or argue the paiot, eo
1 Jumped on the front axie, popped the
whip to tbe horeea Bnd drove around
double golck and took the cancon ofl
wlithout being hit or one of my horses
hart, The canoon wuse then placed
peyond tbe ronge of the rifle. The
firing of tbhe cannon wsa kept up al}
day, the balls cutilng ‘large limbs irom
the treep pul aveiled nothiog and the
Indiape laughed heartily ot the
*“harmiese big gun.”’

The attack wa3 reeumed on the Lbird
day and the firlng from the esnnon
wse kepl up withoal any partloular
results but 8 number of whlie braves,
smong them Bishop H, B. Clawson,
Co!, R. T. Burtoo, Edywin Walker,
Epon. Hapks and Lot Bmith, made
a oharge aDd took poesgselon
ot a log hoQee which WAaS
nesrly surrouuded by the jrede and so
situated that the ohargers conid oot
enter tbhe door but rode up to one end
uf /it and dismounted quickly aod
crawled In. Using the oracks for port
boles they almost sllenced tbe Endians
put could not route them. The riders
had soarcely diemuunied when nearly
every horve wae shot dJdown; only
three that stood io the center aud Close
to the house eecaped the cross flre.
The pame days & company was senl
around to come in upos the Indlan’s
rear, Bishop Higbee’s son, helng
rather venturesome, went ahead, and"
in orawling up throuzh the brush wae
ahot and killed.

The fourth dsy the cannon was ln
the fleld but was not uséd much for
taotice were obhanged. Two moving
batteries wers constructed. Two inch
plante were placed on & long sled,
forming 8 sharp polot 1o front, like a
letter V,and bigh ecough o afford a
good protection lor ten men o esch
one, Hanging blankets on the ontslde
made it eafe in Case any hulléts ehould
comie through the plapk. YWuen tos
Indiaue saw lhese batterles gliding
overl the enuw Bo RNicely and moving
toward them, and thet they could not
he checked in thelr onward Courss by
firing rapldly no them, thelr lnugnlog
was turned into bhowling, af much as
to vay they were whipped.

Ail was over then. As the day
drew to n close the bDaileries WwWere
withdrawn and the Indians ioet no
time in packing up thelr trape and
moving ss best they conld. Thelr trail
was rjrewn with articles Lhey could not
puck any further, including & numhber
of pappocser, which were wWrapped up
w8 besl they could and left on the
snow, They were picked up and cared
tor by the whilee, c

Toe delachment porsued them into
the mouniaine (st that time there were
oo roade) bt did oot overiake them,
a0 returned to camp at night., The
fiith uay we etarted in pearch of an-
other hostile band around the head of
Utiah lake. We cnnld ot make much
headway us there was no road and the
snow wae deep. Wecamped on Hobble
cregk. It wea thougbt hesl to leave
the c¢annon, wagons sapDd supplles
there o cump under gnard. The sixth
dsy s company of mounted men elaris
ed in sesrch of the band, 1aking outh-
ing but a littts lunoh in thelr pookets,
expeoling to returoc at night.

But sometime alter dark A meeceuger



