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FEW days ago two membars of
the editorial staff of a huge
metropolitan publication were
discussing the approaching

Christmas and {ts literature, One of
them was of the opinion that Christmas
had been so overworked that exhauss
tlon was impending, that an endless
repetition had already begun,

The other was rather more oplimistic.

o maintained that the Christimas
theme, unlike most others, possessed

the power of renewing itself;, that it
cus endowed with unfailing Inspira-
on

“Why,

man,” he declared, warming
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to his contention, “if 1 were the poet
that you belleve yourself to be I could
find the materfal for a neat collecs
tion"-

“Stop right there!" the other inter-
rupted briskly. “That’'s the very point
that clinches my argument.”

“What?" his fellow demanded help-

lessly.

“The fact
Christmas poem

that I
stunt
regularity ever since [ was able to hold

done the
unfailing

have

with
a pen, The whole business 15 as stale
as--ns Santa Claus.”

“And what's the matter
Claus?”

“Consummate old humbug-not a
symptom of originality”—

with Santa

“Hold!" The optimist 0
ashes from his cigar and aid
edge of his desk. "Right Lhe
Issue with you. The Santa ¢

ception fairty bristl witl
There are no two persons In
world who have precisely t
of the personal
saint,”

appearance

cked the
it on thae
re | toka
IAUS Con-
wiginality
the round
same blea

of the

|

“Convince me,” sneored tl other,
folding his arms and assuming an ats-
titun il skeptical resignution

'l do it—valla!"™ He turned to the
phone at his elbow and rang up the
it department on the sky floor M1
Mict ingels In Oh, that you, Mike?
Mike, I want you to do me a favor-—no
no,. not money this time I want a
Santa Claus symposium-—-and it must
be impromptu”

“Better 1ive him a lberal transia
tion," advised th ther sarcastically
“"Mike i=n mu of a linguist, you
Know

“Nno, Mike, 1t jen't a new boverage
It's this—iisten: Dante Burns and I

i
l

M MBYG

ire having an 1 ver Santa
| Clan He spys ther only one of him
that everyhody nta Claus Is alike,
Now, Mike, I want you (o ghow him hi
nistak Call in haldf lozen or mors
f your artists o ithout a hint of
AL vin have each of them sketeh oft
ni pleture of Santa Claus as o
helfeves him to b When each mm'n
his finighed let him sign his namoe o
his sketeh and give it to you, When
they are all In send them down to me
Now, get busy at thls, Mike, and we'll
reciprocate In Kind
“Anything in 1t7  Well, no—finan-
clally, that s Lots of glory, though
The sketehes will be bunched and will
g the papet I'll see to that If
t! n't enough, Burns 'l turn you
up to date obltuary sonnet for
your personnl use He careful to have
the performance entirely impromptu
How much {imae w we allow you?
How much do yvou int All right,
make it half an hour, If you will gual
antee me protection from Burng, whose
attitude 1= threatening.”

. . L - v . .
This is the way It happened, and the
accompanying artistlc symposium s |
the result In half an hour Mr. Ml-
chelangelo sent the sketches—there

wore nine—ta the editorial room,

President Roosevelt’'s Cabinet as It Is Today:
With a Few Observations on the Decline of Precedent

HESE are rather trying times
for those of us who are not
yet emancipated from the in-

4 fluence of precedent. Thereare
those among us—a falr sized and cer-
tinly highly intelligent minority—who
have been experiencing a series of more
r less disintegrating shocks ever since
presfdent began to manifest his
ipparent lack of veneration for po-
litieal tradition. Their present condi-
tion i¢ that of bewlldered wonderment

they realize that the ship of state has
eseaped shipwreck thus far, but they
cannot comprehend the reason there-
for.

tne

Yet that reason is far from mys-
terfous. It may be found in the fact
that the American state §is not de-

pendent for its perpetuity on anything
that has happened In the remote past.
It may be true in a sense that “all law
and order are the result of carefully
hoarded tradition,” but the American
ymmonwealth s a law unto {tself.
The iconoclastic nature of no single
member of Its composite nationality,
he he president or recently naturalized
citizen, can work great and permanent
injury,

More than that, we have the repu-
tation of being precedent smashers,
our interest in tradition is not a very
erious matter, and precedent is quite
llkely to appeal to our sense of humor,
We follow the somber gowned verger
through the abbey crypts in which so
nuch of the history of Britain lles
buried, but we are not so overcome by
the environment that we cannot extract
t modicum of amusement from the
pllgrimage. Ilew of us are ever so im-
pressed that we fail to smile when the
olemn and unlettered guide recites his
perfunctory speech over the tomb of
the Scottish queen whose sad fortune
ind many indiscretions resulted in the

&8 of her head.
it I8 that the unconventional
d of any of our executives s
more likely to inspire amusement than
disquletude. Our national stability and
elasticity have been revealed to all the
outelde world in this way, If in no
other, We have not patterned largely
after the tradition of others, and it is
becoming very evident that we do not
Puipose to depend on our own past as
a model| for present and future conduct,
The United States senate is reputed
1o bes the one particular adjunct of our

me

for he had conformed to it on former
occasions,
was urgent, To suspect the president
of any ulterior motive was equally un-

tenable. There was little cause to re-
gard it as an executive joke, What
was {t?

Nobody ventured an opinion—openly.
It furnished the minority an oppor-
tunity to say some rather witty things,
and the majority not only
when the laugh eame in, but contribut-
ed to the entertainment, The genate

had no pressing business on hand and
might have confirmed the nominations
at once, but it didn’t, It could at least
maintain its reputation for conserva-
tism, and it did. Because the president
had seen fit to violate precedent there
was no reason why the genate should
become his accomplice In such an un-
heard of lapse from the traditional
The nominations were held over, and
the dignity of the nation's “house of
lords” was preserved for future uses
fulness,

After adjournment the speculation
over the president's action was carried
to the cloakrooms, In these safe and
cozy retreats many unofficial reasons
were suggested and numerous wittl-
clsms sprang into being

“How do you like our kindergarten?”

It was not because the case | appointments

laughed |

No one, however, had any {dea that the
of George B. Cortelyou
gecretary of the treasury, George
von L. Meyer as postmaster general
and James R. Garfield as secretary of

na

the Interfor would be announced at
present, Leslie M. Shaw, the present
incumbent in the treasury office, has
threatened so often to retire that the
public had ceased to take him serious-
ly Ethan A, Hitcheock, who s a
holdover from the first McKinley ad-

minisiration, having succeeded Cornes-

National legislative system that is still | asked a venerable minority humorist
wedded to prec ortunate | of one of his fellows who is high In| jjus N, Bliss as secretary of the in
perhaps that it | ir tend- | administration favor, terior, had given no intimation ot |
BLICY 1o swing to thn extreme “Immensely,” was the reply. "I hope | intention to retire before the conclusion
It ie wall to be met by & restraining [ you folks will improve your oppor=| of his term in March,
conservatism, It is the senate that | tunities. You've lots to learn Of course the present officer
SUI reserves for ftself the privilege of “To unlearn, you mean. How about | not be ousted by the mere fact of con-
being properly indignant at any at- | yourselt? ? Are ynu prepared to turn| firmation of thelr successors by the
tempted Infringement of its rules of es- | your back on the country's most sacred | genate. The genate confirmation sim
tabllshed order. No man, be he “way | traditions and begin again de novo?” ply gives the president the right to
up” or “way down,” may venture to “Well; I don't object to a thing sim- | {sgue the commissions to the new men
'snore the etiquetta which precedent | ply because it's new,” wus the guarded | gnd not until a cabinet officer recelves
ha ddled upon this august body, reply | his commission can he be a full fledged
From time Immemorial—as imme- “Not even to a third term?” persist- | member of the adminlstration So
morial, that is, as our comparative age | ed his interrogator. | that Mr, Garfield’s nomination and con-
P& republic will permit—{t had been “As an alternative—no, Better that | firmation need not prevent Mr. Hilch-
: Cstom of the president to with- | than to step down and oul” | cock from remaining until March if he
) nominations of cabin " The old wit shrugged his shoulders | ga desires,
until his message bhad been | with a dexterity that was almost Gal= | Mr, Bonaparte has conducted the af-
in to the congress, This time, | lie, fairs of the navy department with as
Sawever Mr, Roosevelt =ent in his 1ist “It {8 evident that you are an apt | much success as may be attained by a
Ll irmation on the first day of the | pupil,” he said clvilan, but he has always been de-
1on It was expected that the nomination | sirous of trying his hand at the man-
. Why did he do it?" was a question ' of Charles J, Bonapurte to be attorney | agement of the government legnl
"R ccamed fteelf in many a senatorial | general, Vietor H. Metealf to be secre« | business, and he makes the snitt with
fa ana found utterance from more | tary of the navy and Oscar 8, Straus  great cheerfulness, Mr, Cortelyou has
L one =enatorial lip. It was not that | to be secretary of commerce 1l l«hur. made himself s0 necessary to the ad-
W unfainiliar with the practice, would be sent in early In the session, ministration that he Is In a position to
BITS OF NEWS wrecks on England's coasts numbered
1,509,
AN agent at Algiers has shipped ‘o then emigrated to Spain For many | The nut trees of the world could, It
go of roots that are exactly years she acted as “chef” to the civil | Is calculated, provide food all the year
except that they are al- | governors of Seville and finally en« | round for the population of the globe,
outatde and striped or mot- | tered the police force. Brazil nuts grow in such profusion
Hack when eut in sections. They During the year 1804-05 339 vessels, | that thousands of tong of them are
: in Alglers and are declar= | of 155,087 tons, belonging to thé United | wasted every year
tor than red carrots Kingdom, were lost at sea, a decrease A Brazillan splder spins & web of
ealled fin to attend a Span- | of sixty-two as vegards number, but | which the total length of the strands
natable 1w Had been injured by ' an increase of 24,107 tons when com- | has been estimated at two and one-
aville discoversd that the pared with tha previous year. Wrecks | quarter miles.
" woman, She adopted the and casualtles cauged the deaths of 750 German, which Is spoken by upward

1} )
Ul dress al an ‘early age and

members of crews and twenty-two pas-

of 75,000,000 people, ranks third in num.

make hig own selection of a cabinet po- |

sition,
ing apprenticeship at
having been head of the
gommerce and postmaster

which office he 18 succeeded
von L. Meyer.

Messrs, Meyer, Straus an
furnish the new blood for tl
The last, however, James R
son of the murdered ex-pre
not new to Washington, He

a protege of the administra

the firat and has develope
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He hag served a long and try-

Washington
department
general,
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Garfleld

net

eld

i
oen
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like qualities of higt \.
the new department of co
labor was Instituted, I h
appointed cammissioner of
tions and has served In that caj
until now M Garfleld wag bor
Hiram, O, In 1865, and 18 an alu [
of wiltams college and also of the
Columoia Law gchool

George von L. Meyer hag been at
tached to the diplomatic service since

of Burope, the first
second Russian and the fourt

In Germany over %.000,00
are insured aga'nst glokne
erage premium of 3370 o hes
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on Friday nights for China, Japan and

other parts
The Australian birth rte
cent below that of Englamd

of the world via Brindisi

on L.Meye

per |

1900, having been appointed Unlted | Washington chose Jefferson for
States ambasgsador to Italy In that | first secvetary of state When Jeffer-
Venr He wi flerward transferved n became chief xoecutive ha lost no
to the Russiun mission He I8 an es« time In securing he service ol M
pecial friend of Mr, Roosevelt, and his [ capable fellow gintan,s Jame Madi
appointment to p cablnet posgition Is n Mo offered the position to
due to the president's desire to have ‘.l hn Quiney Ad 18 as a consolation
him within companionable distance [;' fze, and Jackson extended the same
Mr, Meyer s a Bostonlan, was gradu courtesy to Van Buren LGhen  thers
ated frot Harvard verry In advinos were no more coretanrt who after
of the president and 18 a man of large | ward became president until the ad
mean minlstration of Polk, who appointed
Oscar 8, Straus, the new secretary of | Buchanan to the department of state
commerce and Iabor, is also a diplo i And Buchanan wus the last secretary
mut, having been minister to Turkey | of state who ever became resldent
from IS8T to 1580 and agaln from 1887 | There was plenty of first class presi-
to 1500 He wa horn In Georgla in | dential timber among thoge who fol
1860, is an alumnus of Columbia nulli-uc-.[ but none of them succeedod in
has had degrees {ron evernl Ameri reaching the goal. Many of them were
cun Institations Mr, Straus s also andidate wme of them more than
a philanthropist, o lawyer of vepute, a | once, Henry Cluy Danfel Websten
uccessiul merchant, an author of cons= | John . Calhoun, Edward Everett
giderable note and a4 member of a host | Lewis Cas Willlam 1. Seward, Thom -
of exclusive socleties and clubs He | as F. Bayard, James G, Blalne—what a
has the distinetion of being the fivst | gulaxy of intellect!
Hebrew to become a cabinet official I No secrotury of the treasury ever be-
secretarier Taft and Root remain un '.;vn.u president of the 'nited States
disturbed in thelr departments of war l Some of them seemed to he Billeted foy
ilh»- supreme hanor, but it wag not so
ordained, U, 8, Grant was the only
l;.i. sy who had held the office of
‘«-.n{..l'\‘ of war, although Jefferson
Davis was Franklin Pleres head of
[ that department
[ And these are the only presidents
vho were cabinef minfsters Crant
in 1867, who held the ofiee for a few
maonths during the administration of
Andrew Johnson, was the last
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GEORGE H, PICARD

THEODORE TILTON.

Theodare Tilton hag resided in Parls
for many years and 18 among the well
1 hearty You can frequently see
his hite head towering over the
CIrow of Puriglan and American oas-
I
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"I Hid | church
Exete giue Ve with
copp o 1 it n

| cols Millet |
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| If a grownup person

1

| but Keen wenty of human nature

Bnth sides cladmed ungualified vies
tory., The promoter of the scheme pro-
nounced the sgketehes to be nine dis«
thn el he genus Santa Claus,
'he poet W just as positive that they

| bt variants from the original
13| )

\ isiom of a discussion,

h h " no nearer together
in t ' the origingd contens
Lo i t fer the whole
busir general publie, that
hmpattl ju froty whom thera 13
no peal

FACTS ABOUT THE VOICE,

I } o etther publie
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\ 't 1 of

1 i than

t 1| dgif-

(o1 I fTerent parts

{

\\ i 5 tenpts to

el cntion

e piteh,

e masdle

h loudness

y the lungs

ot gent out

H \ e brea milkes (when

breat) ) ( ve. but a
st I 1 #hriek

Carel I mak the lungs

Vi I thy In fact,

fon volce to be lond it 1 essential
tl hords bhe 1 tretehad

on ry | ! ving that =ome

peaple  do v chiange the singing

violee to n f ot Thiet volice |s apt

Lo com vl hen one does not want

it Eiy ) iithough every one

Knmws t Wk and ging with the

oUigoing D I every one does not

know tha venltrilogul poaks with

1 n hreatt

A JAPANESE WONDER.

At N na n Japan, there Is a wone
derful tle p ¢ a4 gold lined
well | nh affor garrison an

abundant water supply Nat aonly does

golil Hne the well, but It {5 also fashe-
loned into two great golden dolphins
which glitter on the castle voof. Thess
dolphh e conturk i, and one of
themn wi once taken down and sent

for exhibition to Vienna a8 & rare ex-
ample of antique Japanese craftsmans
ship The fat if Clenpatra needle
befell the dolphin, as the ghip on which
it was sank, and the ornament res
mained for many years at the bottom
of the sean Numerous attempts wera
made to ralse §t, and at last one was
successtful, and the golden dolphin was
reinstated in its oviginal place, never
(it 18 to e presumed) to leave it again,
GOOD MATHEMATICIANS.

In Bast Indian schools mental arviths
metie 9 a vastly more gerious matter
than it I8 in the schools of England,
Puplls of ten years are taught to re
member the multiplication table up to

10 times 40

hig | house on the old higtorleal Ile de Saint

Louly, behind the cathedral of Notre
Dame

He still rises at 4 In the morning,
goes to his desk to work and writes
till the clock strikes the noon hour,
He looks us If he were one of those
happy, sound sleepers and as if noth-

ing could trouble him in this mundane

sphere, He spends his summers at the
seashore or in some tiredl country
place, Heo passed last summer In Bar-
bigon and became well wequalnted with
M. and Mme Francols Millet Frans=

the only surviving son of
the great painter of *'The Angelus” and
I8 himself u painter of some note. Mme,
Theodore Til«

Millet 15 an American

ton celebrated the seventieth annivers
siry of his birthday in Barbizon last
full, M. and Mme, Millet gave to him
w birthday dinner and on the table
was the birthday cake, surrounded by
sevenly lighted candles The poet

looks ue if he could easily live to he &

hundred

TEACHING COURAGE.

Fvery one likes to bhe courageniis,
They not only desire that others shall
think them brave; they also wish 1o he
valiant, for that good quality will cers
tainly prove valuable at some titme or
other

A digtinction must be drawn between

confidence and cournge Por Instance
a chitd may pasxs through a terrible
ordeal without flinching If it has moth-
by It d b been taught to
have faith in her power ta shield from
hia That & not real « Again,
absohiutely con-
oan da oo n ex-
(jUes-

o1 nr

m HrnRe,
cers
Lhe
roblematical,
when we can ostl-
going
that
and

welion
of couruge becoimes |
n
mat coolly  the chance of

ardeal rnizing
Hece I8 not sure,
tash

Courape 3Ll

recog
undenialls
undertasking th
't is the Kind of which we
it nenlests Is it p ihis to in-
oroughly

uf

quality

ge, to teach I ¢ !
the manipulation

queer thing to

say,
ag-
Hp
man,
more

\ y fpend upon
triy ireumstiang A
i HHkely to be
clfore it, and
that difference i= not due to his having
called “Duatch cour-
drinl The food
frexl b the tol h the inner
fli en tistled, the ownet
( it Irage v be found
have
have
been [rightened almo to death by a
n told of Lord

Rab t t h frald of «

n othep ( etior W 1en

wn splendld brave: ind vet
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