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The process as described by those
who have seen it is a very simple
one. The hides are placed in large
eylinders, whieli resolve upon hori-
zontal axles. Thedrumis filled with
a decuction of tannin and closed.
i’rovision is made for the passing of
a euirent of electricity through the
drum. The drum is kepl slowly re-
volving until the process of tauuing
iz completed. The Jength of time
required varies with the nature of
the hide. For the lighter gkins.such
as shecp and goat, which used to
require from three tosix months, by
the electric process are tanned in
twenty-four hours. The heavier
hides, such us ealf, ox, cow, or
horse, require from seventy-two to
hours. By the old-
fashioned bark process twelve
mouths, or even more would have
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The cost of production is greatly
reduced by this method, for not only
is the saving In time, but in labor.
The actual cost of working ig re-
duced over 50 per cemt. By the
bark process the cost of tanning is
from seven to eight cents per pound
of dry leather, as agninst that of
three to four cents by the electrie
methods. And again, where a force
of 50 men were required to produce
apiven quantity ol leather, only 10
are needed to produce the same by
the new methods. Heretofore large
capital has been required to run a
tannery having a regular weekly
output. As hides otten require to
lie in the tan vats nearly a year, it
will be geen that a great number
must be in process of tannage in
order that a certain amount of
leather be turned out each week. In
addition to extensive plant, heavy
jnvestments are represented by the
hides in tannage. But the electric
process completely revolutionizes
this. Hides purchased on Monday
have been converted into leather
and put on the market by Baturday.

Just what effect the electric cur-

into second or even |rent has upon the tunnin is, as yet,

goélen_f “84re found at the expira-
ttfirélo tod Wing geason to have

leathe(!{umity leather.
cre&‘ited ‘:g}ers generally, are ac-
:2 Sen:th- being very careful
‘;leith 03;1\'3 in all their busi-
m‘?risin 8e facts in view it Is not
Ty 'at when it was report-

ing tany, e[;a

lee that, leather was De-
¥ electricity, American

Tanners, and |2 question of dispute. Some claim

that its effect is upon the tanmuin,
giving it more uctive properties.
Others say that it affects the hide
only. Prof. . . Thompson, who
hias examined the process, thinks
that the effect is to open the pores of
the hide and so permit a more rapid
access of the tannin solution.

fact that the leather is much more
pliable and of greater strength than
that of the long p1ocess.

A company has recently been
formed in England, which is pre-
paring to tan quite extensively hy
electric process. They will have an
exhibit of their leathers at the Paris
Exposition, ag will alse 1he French
Electric Tanning Company. Our
vigiting tanners, leather dealers and
gshos manufacturers will no doubt
view it with interest. One of our
Jargest leather dealers has decided
upon a Paris trip, especially to
learn mere of this, what a few
months ago he termed a new-fangled
idea. —Fx

Superstition About Storms.

Caverns were supposcd by the
Romans to be secure places of retuge
during thunder storms, and "they
hwlieved that lightning never pene-
trated more than two yards into the
earth. Aeting on this superstition
the Emperor Augustus uged t¢ with.
draw into some deep vault of the
palace whenever a tempest was
feared, and it is recorded of Bueto-
nious that he always wore a skin of
seal around his body as a protection
against lightuing. That both pre-
cautions are equally unavailing
needs scarcely to be mentioned.

Lightning has been known to
strike ten feet into the earth; but not
even the marvelous accuracy of
modern science cau determine at
what distance from the purface a
safe retreat may be found from the
descending fluid; and even were
this ascertained, the dangers Itom
ascending electric curremts remain
the same. With regard to seal-
skins, we find that the Romans at-
tached so much faith to them as
non-conductors that tents were
made of them, beneath which the
timid used to take refuge.

It is a curious fact that in the
neighborhood of Mount Cevennes,
in the Langucdoe, where anclently
some Romau colonies were known
to have existed, (he shepherds cher-
ish a similar superstition respecting
the skins of serpents. These they
carefully colleet, and, having cover-
ed their hats withall, helieve them-~
selves secute gainst the danger of
the storm. M. Labossiere is dis-
pused to pee a link of inferesting
analogy between the legend which
yet lingers iu the mind of the pea-
sant of Cevennes, and the more
costly superstition held in reverence
by his Latin ancestors.

The emperors of Japan retire into
a Jdeep grotto during the tempests
which rage in such severity in their
Jatitude; but uot satisfied with the
profundity of the exeavation, or the
gtrength of the stones of which it 18
Luilt, they complete their precau-
tions by having a reservoir of
water sunk in their retreat. The
water is intended to extinguish the
lightning—a measure equally futite,
since many instances have been
preserved in which the fluid has
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