N the 1st of April, 1865, a
IFederal army of over a mil-

‘lion volunteor soldfers: Hem-"

med in the ten southeastern
states of the present Unlon. It had
taken “four 'years for this army to
stretch  {tself from the mouth of the
Potomac  westward' to ths Mississiprl,
southward to the gulf and thence along
el 6p4st to 1ts startlng point.. But at
last ‘the cordon was practically un-
lroken. Not only had the Federals in-
tlogad the Confederacy: by capturing
and holding the Mississippl river and
by fighting thelr way from Louisville
southeastward through Nashville and
Atlanta to Savannah they had sepa-
rated ft into three enormous divisions,

In all parts of the vast territory
they ‘had engirdled and’ dismembered
there were armies and @ garrisons,
Meade, with' 130,000 men, besieged Lee
in Petershurg, Shermah‘s army. of
121,000 ‘men‘ was walting ‘at Raleigh,
N: C., for a battle with Joe Johnston.
Thoma'a who'! commanded the' 130,000

‘men in the departmant ‘of the Cum-
berland, was engaged in clearing the
states in his division of the few Con-
federates remaining from the defeat of
Hood' in January. ' Canby, with some

122,000 men, held the Misslssipp! from
Memphis to New Orleans and opposed
Dick Taylor's army. then in Alabama.
iThere were forces'in Texas and Arkan-
sas, In the forts and outposts alonz
the captured’ Hnes, holding towns,
ruarding hospitals: caring for 1)rlsoners
and freedmen,

“SoYong had it taken the Tederals to
accomplish this work that.even now.
in &pite of the positions they held and
thelt vastly superlor forces—the mil-
lton volunteers of Aprll, 1865, were op-
posed: by :less than 200,000 Confeder-
ates—there was in their ranks no gen-
eral bellef in speedy victory, They had
heard s6 many times that the ‘hack
of tha rebellion was broken” that they
had. almost ceased to expect an ‘end
to the war,

That thair skkenticlsm  hinged on |

their respect for the ability of a sin-
zle onn of tho'leaders opposing them—
Cleneral  Robert  T.  Lee—is’ evident
from tha effeét produced on them by
‘he news that on April 9 Lee had sur-
rendered ‘his' army to Grant, “The
war is“over,” was the universal chorus
of the volupteers. And ' they were
right. Like 'a structure from.  which
the “keystone has been wrenched 'the
Confederate army fell apart. Two
weeks after Loe surrendered his force at
Appomattox Joe Johnston surrendered
to Sherman. ' On Mav 4 Dick Taylor
“urrendered *o General Canby In Ala-
bama, and on May 26 the forces west
nf  the  Misslssippl commanded by
Kirby. Smith were. surrendered to the
"odaral authprities. Smith fleeing ‘o
Mexico.. In six weeks all the organ-
izad forces of the Confederacy had
lald down thelr arms, and the great
majority of the men had given thelr
narole not. to. take them up agalnst
the Unfited States untll properly ex-
changed. The army of a rnnllon vol-
unteers had finished its work.!

Almost the first' thought of the Fed-
eral war department when the news
of Lee’s surrender reached it had been,
“Now we can disband the drmies”—a
thought followed immediately by tha
question, “How can: it be done?” The
Question was ‘ong to tax ‘the fore-
sight,“the experlence the energy of
.8Ven “Seeretary Stanton, great as wad
his 8kill in handling bodies of men. If
one will consider the ‘army as it lay
in April, /1885, scattered from the gulf
to the Ohlo, from Texas to Virginia,
member its number, 1,034,064
“Ne will' see - that the problem of
tha' prompt transportation of such a
toregnorth was most serious.. |

was a bewildering - probiem, but
Mr. Sm.nton attacked it with his-usual]

voleanle' énergy. Summoning Gcneral'

THEIR WAY HOMEWARD.

jutant general, who had {n charge the
organization of tho volunteer forces,
he asked him for a plan to suit the
cago. A few days later General Vin-
cent presented a method he belleved
feasible, It was discussed for an hour
and a half by the secretary and finally
dismisgsed by his saying, “Send ‘the
method to Gengral Grant and if ap-
proved by him issue the order.”” Tha
notes twere sent to Grant. who re-
turned them with the brief comment,
“Plans and suggestions within ap-
proved.” -

To one who reads Gencml Vincent's
plan today it looks 'so slmple com-
pared with the task on hand that ft
seems hardly worth considering, yet
it was that plan which moved the
army. It provided simply that the
army organlzations be kept intact and
the troops sent to convenient rendez-
vous. Thera the men were to go into
camp until muster rolls and payrolls
had been made out, when they wers
to be sent by bont and rail to thelir
various states. where they were to be
pald off and dismissed. Its vital fea-
ture ‘wasa thoe ‘provision that the work
of disbandment be carried-on by-an
organ!zntion already In exisfence. The
mighty machine which had been' de-
vigsed for getting men from thelr
Homes {nto the army twas to be used
naw for returning them. The officers
who had become!:experts in mustering
in men were now to muster them out.
The transportation facllities which had
takon the men south were’to be de-
voted to taking them north, ©

As 500on as the scheme had been ap- |
proved 'the first of a long series of

arders reducing the army was’ issued.
In rapid succassion they followed each
othor. Recruits, natlents In hospitals,
officers and men whose terms expired
bhefore Mayv 31, the troops with Meade
and Sherman whose terms éxpired be-
fore Sept, 30 werae to he disbanded.
Order after order. calling the men

from the fielG, had been issued before|

the 1ast hostile force had surrendered
on KMav 26.

As the troops reached the centers |

around which the hardest and longest
struggles had been waged—Vicksburg,
Chattannoga. Richmond—their excite-
ment and interest arose to the highest
pitch,  They encountered at these
places the troons who were being held
for further duty and at once fell to ex-
changing experiences. For a fulk ac-
count of the march to the sea the
soldier of the Army of Potomac left at
Richmond  conducted  his  comrade
from Sherman’s troops over the forti-
ficatlons of Petersburg, through the
shell battered town. to the crater and
down to City Point, so long Grant’s
headquarters. 'When Sherman’s army
started from Richmond it marched out
by the Hanover Court House road, but
there " divided into four columns, one
taking a route by Chilesburg, another
by Culpeper and Manassas, a third by
Chancellorsville  and the fourth by
Fredericksburg. By this_ distribution
the army covered almost every battle-
fleld of northern Virginia.. The entire
force was completely engrossed In

sightseeing, 'tha  Interest beginning!
with General: Sherman himself, who, in|

his eager desira’ to see ahd know sall
possible o2 the campaign of the Army
of the Potomac, shifted from column
to ' column, visiting en route Spottsyl-
vania, Fredericksburg, Dumfries and
other flelds.” The war was over, and
already the day of reminlscences had
opened.

The first large bodls--a of ;troops to|

age of trouble.

=
I

fwith a comfortable sum in his pocket.

“ GOT THAT AT GETTYSBURG.”

payrolls. Just what this entalled only,
those who have examined the rolls can
realfze, On them every man's army |
history had to be rcgistered, his rank
and’age, when and where and by whom |
he tvas enrolled, when and where and by ! seelng = soldiers dally—buoyant lads, |
whom mustered in, when last pald and |
/td what time, how far he had traveled,
what subsistence and forage he bhad:
furnished, what cequipment and cloth-

ing he had received, his absences, spe- |
cial duties, promotions, wounds, {11~
nessos—an array of figures, dates and

facts’ upon whose accuracy all the fu-|

ture relations  of that man with /tho)
war department muszt be regulatad. !
The ‘mere printing of tha blanks of |

the front? Is it true that thlg is but,
one-~fifth of the army?”  With this|
surprise at the numbers came a deeper,

surprise—that  an army looked Mke
this.  For four ycars they had been

marching with shining eves to the

not know, These men were bronzed

fand stern and indifferent. The spec-
[ tators felt almost a terror in watch-
ing/the ranks, so irresistible seemed|

the! power, so mighty thelr will
This,  then, was what Lincoln meant

iwhen ha talked to them of “veterans.”
This was the kind of men war made
these rolls and of the discharge papers | of thelr bright faced boys. i
for the men was keeping the govern-
ment printing presses busy night and |

_The effect of the grand review on the

people of the country was deeper than

day, while filling them meant work for Mr. Stanton ever had dreamed. They

hundreds of officers and  clerks.
Everything was ready for this work!
when . Sherman and Meads reached !
their rendezvous, and headquarters !
wera at once established and the rolls{ how often the serried regiments had

started. ’been cut %o fragments and refilled, thers |

saw at last the quality of/the men the

war ‘had called out, and, though they|
shuddered at what the tattered ban-
ners recalled and wept as they realized

The delay necessary to making o.ut carried -away a great thankfulness.

could not understand. The war was
over, and he wanted to go'home.

The men were kept in oréder by regu-

lar drilling and by many reviews. The
greatest of thece was a grand review
ordercd by Mr. Stanton whilo Shers
man and Meade’s armies were walting
around Washington. The secrctary of
war wished the president, the cabi-
net, congress, the country, to see what
an  army meant and ordered that
Meade's army on May 28 and Sher-
man's on the 24ih pass’in review be-
fore tho members of the adminisira-
tion. The pageant’' was by far the
noblest this land has ever seen. It
was not the glitter of the thousands of
bayonets and sabers and polished
brass cannon which made it so, not
the hundreds of battleflags and ban-
ners in line, not the splendid gathering
of generals who - had distinguished
themselves iny the war—Meade, Bher-
man, Custer, 'Crook, Hartranft, Miles,
Howard, Logan, Blair, Buell. It was
the men in ranks who for six hours
) on one day, seven on the other, passed
gixty abreast in “cadence step” through

rench 'a rendezvous were Meade's and: the wide Washington avenues.. The
Sherman’s armies, both of which bygreat throrg which had gathered in

the rolls caused everywhere a. percent- | They saw now why the yvoung republie | ]
‘Why he could not ‘:e~ had been able {o grapple successfully |
disbanded at once many a voluntecr| With the most dangerous enemy &
country can have—an evil within. il
the belief that a great principle was in
danger could raise up such n body of |’
men as this, then government by the |
people was no longer an experiment.!
For the north the srand review was a
benediction on the civil wur. !
In the Interval after the order for|
disbandment came and while the ©
troops were marching to thealr rendez-
vous transportation by river and rullx
had been preparing to take the men|
to their state camps. All the steamers, |
cars, engines, of the north were at the!
service! of the government for this|
task. = Indeed, from now on the trans-
portation service of the north existed! @8
first for the soldier.
ready then when on May 28 the first|
body of Sherman’s and Meade's sol-|
diers was marched to the station at|
Washington to lead In the northward|
flow of the armies.
the plans, so complete the preparation,
that in the next forty days the ona!
lttle rallway which then Jed from
Washington to tha Relay House, a|
junction mnorth of the city, ecarrled|
away 233,200 men, 12,838 horses and
4,300,850 pounds of baggage. All the

May 20 were encamped along the Po-| Washington to- witness the review sat states of the north were represented in
! This disorganization was prevented by

tomae, opposite Washington, most of as if spellbound watching hour atter]the two armies, sn that at the Relay
them within sight of the dome of the hour these great blue masses passing; House the solid stream whiech had

capitol.  In all- the two srmies num-!
bered 200,000° men, brought frem that
field since ‘the surrender of Lee.

The second step in the disbandment

Thomas M. Vlncent. tbe assistant ad-’ was '.he preparutlon of muster out and

ocean tide.

and asked:

were taken by
»
were reassorted

northwest were transferred | J ]
ers at Parkersburg zud force of voluntzers had been returned

Lawrenceville, Ind.,, and St, Louis and
i front, or crippled men crawling home| ag:

to die—but soldiers like these they did!

lv. that the country had hardly real-

cvery rallroad of
the Mississippi,
a ceaseless stream
join the troops from Washington there
soon came those who had
tered out at

north of the Ohio was criss
| erassed with lines of living blue.

it carve taken that
s where chang

There was grT
delays at statior
made nhould not be lov

s{ 1o the fact that the rew
ble there should be freqguent congestions

sireot and at the Dattery,

according to all prophets, the country

“The Refurning Soldiers.”” arder to dishand the volunteers had
nsk M=ell w
do with the
date them. I
took forethovaht, who kiew he his-

lmssm! almost unheeded [
This indifference so shocked r}n L\« n-
ing Post that

coldness of the !
that henceforth the soldiers be cheered
v marched through.

Everything was| It was characteristic of

of disbandment was manag
was arranged thot the soldiers she
not be paid until they were within the
So perfect were | restraining and protoctln;: l":'.n--nr:u of
pay in their pockets,
have deserted 7§
at rendezvous and camps, and most of
them would have been ]
fthe erowds of sharpers which gat
at every point.

making pay day the Iast
as steadily and rhythmically as an! flowed from. the capital dlyided for! process of dishandment
Now and thbn men turned| east and west. At Baltimore and Par-
wondering diazed eyes to each othﬂr kersburg ‘these branches divided again. !
“Where did they all come The troops for New England, New
from? Have we sent s0 many men to' York and poriions of the middle west bccn paid since Dec. 31,

was the more impm(mt beed

uf l.e T’oh-nu 3 his mind-—ta <«

WITH THE OLD FOLKS AT HOME.

yman’s and Thomas' armies not slnce | try ~wed him, he had no stomach for
{ August, 1864, There "were bountics | sentiment, and he wanted work. He

cominz to many men and cfilcers. The | took’ off his blue ecoat, hung up his

aggrogate amount of money pald out| knapsack and inusket and went out

to 800,909 men discharged by Nov. 16 to “hunt a job”

was about $£270.000.000, i There i# more thagn one prosperoud
Thus i was that, thousgh 2 man|business {n the United States today

reached his state camp penniless, he | started in the summer of 1865 in this

found himsclf: free a few ~days later | small way

Great numbers of men found awalt~

The first use he made of his oney ' Ing them places which had been kept

in most cnses was to buy the arms he lopen. Carpenters. painters. trades peo-

! had carried through his service. These ple of all sorts, were offered their oid
| arms belonged to the government and | positious in hundreds, even thousands.
[ were to bhe deposited in the state ar- of cases  Sir Samuel Peto, &n Eng-

senals unless bought by  the wmen lishman, -vha puhiished a volume In
Many preferred to do this and so. with | 1866 on “American Resources,” records
linapsack on his hack, musket in hand, that socon after the close of the war
the soldier presented himself at last he was in Chicago and there visited a
at his own homao door. | printine establishment.  The proprle-

It was on May 20, as has be.n|tor pointed ouvt fortv-seven composi-
stated. that the first soldiers left their|tors who had hncn soldiers. 'This man
rendezvons. By Aug. 7 General Vin-;was a major.” he tnld Sir Samuel.
cent was able ta report 640,806 volun- “the nast to him a captnin. the third

{oers mustered ont: by Sept. 14, T41,-[a leutenant. another a sereeant Lihdihd

%107' by Nov, 15 800,063; by Teb. 15, [ They were only ton happy ta retnrn to
[ 18686, 952,452

;.‘\-Hunll«m.-: which T had ziven them an
understanding when they left me that
wandd retain onen for them "
The disbandment had | OfMcers In particular were in =reat
demond as husiness partners and a9
promoters  of new enterprises. thelr
names being consldered equal to a, =ood
lump of eanital.  “One of ocur military
passed unheeded, was the greatest fe .lt leaders ™ in:} A ".'\'(r\\' York paper Iv;
in handling mer whick this or « the fall of 1865, “is now in charge o
o “, A has ever performed -‘:-:\ machine for n patent pumninz. an-
',_‘w,,‘?tg ‘]A],‘: .C\.i i ,“‘;lv {6 the faet Other is building a rajlway throuch the
RSEANCL R AR ofl eountry, ane of the first soldicrs of
the Armv of the Patomac i& in the
pistol business, another keeps a) retail
grocory store, while ane of Sherman's
trusted (leutenants is n clalm
aeent One moior weneral printe a
weelklyv - paper In Daltimore These
istarred  and  battered mentlamen =0
down from the command of colonels
to hecome naoents and partners and
dealer=s perbans with the orderly who
stnnd hefore their tents or the private

In nine n;--nlhs practically the whole

to their homes
been accomplished so easily, so quick-

ized what was gzolng on
And vet this feat. which ut the time

OV

snec
that the administration instead of or-
qanizing o new burean for the worl
wd Alling it with inexperienced mon
used the trained men it had on hand
in the department which had  beea
) sccond
ing of the
areal engines of the mustering in bu-
reatl taok plaee at once, and from the
hesinning to the ond disbandmont
the mreat Napoleonic war rije-—time is
vthing-~was vigorously enforced

mes

mustering men into the a

ever e who held their stirrunps'”
W X\ 1t followed wag even more won Bui there was annther factar in thelr
derful ssimitiation which should not be for-

The soldier was at home, and now,

~atten Tt never eapld have faken
place without the' en-operation of tha
neople at Bome Tt was ihey whn had
by gmizantic sacrifices  furnizhed the
monev for the war Tt was their ener-
v which had at the same time devel-
oped  the west,  iney ol fmnort=
nnened new indnstyies Tt was they who
in the floods of

must sea troubla As soon  as the

zone forth che nporth ked begun
they ore goinz to
Hl!vv men about to inun-
of the country who

nse

foresaw the dan

tory of. the peoples, wha had studied R LRl el R
the nhe a of population, lonked untaapre vwonldl eanes and nrenared far
with forebodt on '}n un‘num delug tHem e Anenine: teetlian thelr-old=nosi=
Y ‘“‘."'“N] that after the Napo tions calling them to new enterprises

France wes alive with bhe N he b s AL E Q¢ AT Pl 2 ho

1 evipp thatzthe endsof-th sniri* of the welcome  Thev realized

1 filled Germany with ma-
Lile

gincerity 0® tha enthusis nnd
> tands of musketeers, that the R M R e B lTaRs B hich Bt G
¢of the Itallen wars made Ttaly | oo hand  Thes =aw themsaslves the
unsafe for trav g0 thick we re her honored snpsts of the parth. and thelr
nills and valle with brigands-—the er“ And - splfiirespoet lwere: arotsed
offscourin f es  and the papal Phey came atsonce. oo, u the
states The spapers b n to| sanctify infl'ienee nf reunion with
advise. Police departmentsi o a0 i
2 their force. The governors As thav n A town
iy states asked the war: depart- | anw nenin and
m for troope to keep the disbanded! from n r‘“\ny[" I . . Sob-
Y jers in arder.  Yet 'by v\'ci\'ﬂnﬂ.\u"lyim:_ 10 ¢ a. n id hound out
g 1 ad 5 at nded and ervine fathe a  eaomrade
nothing tappened The ‘men!onrine fram the ranks to clasp 2o
2L “_v,,‘] to disappear What had be-| moather It wias the sight of wives
com? of ‘h" wanpine reith of monthers thanking
As a matier of fact Tha me Bad  god for thoir which all the sum-
sone 10 work fha \n'dmr of lih- AId e and Al s ‘o the hearta of the
not ask to e coddled - He wi rotnrtilne - eobd ffor the sake of

mattdr of fact individ
> done his hert at el
r enjorved it for the

home, the dob

th noe~- than all elsa
ham love of dancer
hecnme a strong
nne idea in gnd nungz up their

wihai . He bad 0ot siins and ohe e stoady
begun (o estimate how much the coun- grind of earning their daily b"oat

part - cane g




