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BERLIN LETTER.

It is a feature of great interest to
note the anxiety with which the
outside world looks towards this
portion of the globe, and to read
the highly colored articles, political
and wbuo political, that fill the col-
umne of foreign newspapers. Ger-

many plays au important role in’

the world’s dramaat present, bat it
is nmusing to note how much more
the world at large iaagitated over
affairs here than this people nve
thenselves.

Iu reading over the reporis of the
different papers concerning the lst
of May, I find them as varying as
the different imaginations of the
reveral  reporters  could  paint
them, nnd that most of them
were greatly exagperated goes
without saying. passed that
day in this city, but for the life
of me I could ind nothiung of a
startiing nature. The day passed
off without demonstration.. Those
who didn’t work went into the sur-
rounding resorta and spent the day
quietly and pleasurably. Of course
they forfeited their positions therebiy,
but no rioting ner anything of alike
nature was indulged in as the oul-
side weorld evidently looked for,
neither were those sensible people
who preferred to work rather thao
lose their places molested in the
least. The right was given to the
workman to make a holiday of the
firat of the month if he saw fit, hut
also was the prerogative given to
his employer tv discharge him if he
chose. And the employer was up
held In this by the strong arm of
the law.

The genial countenance of the
ex-Reichekanzlar Bismarck has not
been seen in this city since the day
he fook his departure, nor, accord-
ing to his own word, will we ever
see him in Berlinv agnin. 1t was
with the profouudest regret that his
friends grasped him by the hand—
probably for the last time. It was a
pathetic scene nnd will remain fresh
indefiuitely in the minde of those
who witnessed it. Let us hope that
for the benefit he has rendered to
his country gratitude commensurate
will ever be accorded him; for no
one denies the vast tood this illus-
trious man has done. Those who
saw the demonstration that took
place wheu he bid Berlin adieu
were forced to eay, “ lruly he is
beloved, respected and honored hy
the people.”’

Now, on the other hand, see what
the herd has to say. Recently, in
talking ever the eomdition of affairs
hore at the time of Bismarck?’s
resignation, a gentlemnn said to me:
“] thank God that Bismarck has
gone.” |

“Why s0°” [ asked in astonish-
meut.

“Because,” said he, “he la no
friend to the working wan. He
takes from the poor and-glves to the
rich, and has taxed everythiug to
such an ewormous degree that the
ordinary necessities of life are al-

-most beyond the reach of the labor-
er. No indeed, Bismarea has heen
no friend nor benefactor of the puor
{and certainly they forin the ma-
Jority}, and we express no regrot
that he is zone.?’
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Tiese remarks surprised me mich,
for [ had always understeod him to
be too much respected to give place
to the above. However, 1 find this
sentiment widespread.

Without doubt it wlil be read
with some degree of astonishment
by many people that the common
vecessities of Jife
than in America. For example, ment
costs 20 to 25 cents per Ib, and the
best cuts 80 cts., while flour costs &
to 5% cts. per lb. and potatoes 50
cts. a bushel. Coffee averages from
35 to 40 cts. and sugar 10 to 12
cts.

Think of it in this land of ex-
tremely low wages, exorbitant taxes
and high rent, then you cun form a
faint idea of how these millions of
poverty-stricken people live.

This is all laid at the door
of Bismarck, and if he be to blame,
who is it that wonders why the
people are discontented with his
administration? This wnas not the
condition of the people in days past,
and with thoss times fresh in re-

membrance, they clamor furiously

ngainst the extortionate taxations.

in Hamburg. oot long since, the
people enjoyed a free government
with uo taxation; but through Bis-
marck’s inglrumentality that city
was brought under the "yoke of the
government and heavy taxes placerl
upon her wares. Few indeed are
the friends of the ex-minister in
that city.

The pertinent guestion at once
ariges in the minds of many, why
this appuarently umnnecessary taxa-
tion and where does this vast reve-
nue go? The ansawer may be em-
bodied in three words—o the army.

The fact is indisputable that GQer-
many has the finest army in the
known world to day, equipped with
all the latest and best reodern in-
ventions that science has devised,
trained in all the tactics of war, ele-
vated to a plane of perfection, a
wonierment to the world. Ttis not
denjed the gteat Bismarck the praise
due him—and it is much—in bring-
ing the aoldiery to such a high
stapdard of excellence, tosay nothing
of the vital interests of his country
that he has guarded with a jealous
eyo and her important movements

copduoted with a master hand.
But with all his greatness. his
ability and his foresight he

has failed utterly to bring con.
tentment and peace to the hearts of
the people, Their groans are heard
throughsut the length and breadth
of the land, and the strongest heart is
now moved {o compassion when
eontemplating the abject misery and
want of the great masses. Poverty
and erime go stalking hand in hand
throughout the broad expanre of the
empire, and shocking beyond
expresaion are the orimes they per-
petrate.

But why critlcise thin venerable
statesmau i and endeavor to bring to
light his weak sides? Is it not
better to praise him for the vast
good he has doue and ot the mis-
takes, ns some please to form them,
pass  hy? [t is =a trait of
the hunn character to slanderand
calumuiate as oo #8 & public mnn
is out of office, but scarcely a sylin-
bleis heard as long as that officer

here are dearer

holds the weilding power 'in his
hiamls.

Bismarck -is oue of the greatest,
lights of the nineteenth century
and a man who has certainly Ioved
his country with a passion that
characterizes that of a ehilu for ity
parent. His whole life has heen
svoted to his counbry’s cause but
never to his own uggrandisement.
W hose record s a brighler one asa.
soldier, n diplomat or a stztesmau? .
His virtues are as numerous as lis
charagteristics, all stamped with
genuineness and true worth upon
the face of them. Following is an
extract from Das Deutsche Blatt, re-
vealing several pleasing features of
his magnanimity.

“The Mgtin brings a six column
article of Heuri des Houx, who has
been a two days guest of I'rince
Bismarck. According to the articie,
Bismarck said that in 1867 at the
declaration of war against France
they endeavored to urge bim into
action al ounee because at that time
the French armament was In a
very bad condition. He opposed
this measure, a3 later, atter the war,
also the appropriation of Metz as
indemnity, and also was he against
the taking of Btrassburg. Bismarck
said that he, contrary to the reports,
had never spcken with Emperor
Napoleon in Binrritz over im-
portant political questions, He
gaid further that they would with,
pleasure have given Rmperor Na-
poleon his freedom after his cap
tivity at dedan, but the Frenchman
preferred detention.

Bismarck’s assurance that Ger-
muny will never attack France
made upon his guiest a very quieting
impression; and how it flattered
Houx that Bismarck commended
Freycinet’s organizing ability and
praised Carnob’s journey to Corsica,
‘the Island of Bonaparte,® as a
great polivieal move!”

The Paris Abgeordnrete Camille
Dreyfus now publishes as 8 pamph-
let, entitled ¢ Che Necessary War;??
that he denotes as an answer of a
Frenchmun to Bismark. He says
Paris is only twelve and
Berlin thirty «days’? march from
the frontier. He declares it an
etunomiral pecessity to break the
eleventh article of the peace treaty
ot Frankfort, and shows that Frante
hus, since 1871, paid out 15% billion.
francs for her army and can pursue
this course no longer, Conseguent-
ly war must be deelared. “France,”
continues he, iz sure of three
things: First, of Russia’s aid; sec-
omd, that she is stronger than Ger-
many; and third, that Europe, In
case France wlns, will forgive her
for having begun the war.®

He closes his 47 page argument
with the following:

“Wae declare the war! The oppor-
tutie hour has come! Two years ago
would have been oo soon; in two
yenrs it will be too late.”

This pamphlet only speaks the
mind of the fanatic; it has no poli-
tical gignificance. Report bas it
here that it received a very cool,
disapproving reception in France. .
No Frenchman is willing to take
the rtspousibi]h.y of a rupture of”
the treaty of peace. Nor is it a
certainty that Russia would give:




