LETTER FROM LONDON.

Two of the most interesting topica
among londoners this weck are the
railways and the wenther. Politics,
the East End dJdistress and the baby
farming horrors take a secondary posi-
tion. Respecting the first named there
¢an bo no doubt of the thoroughness of
the system of operating the metropeli-
tan railways, except when. frost and
ice, and the invariable sleepiness of
overworked employes, intervene.
Then a crash is unavoidable, so quick-
ly do trains follow each other.

Hnglishmen have Jong looked upon
their railwavs as paragons of perfection
in speed and safety, and have regarded
those of A mericaas a sort of public exe-
cutioners. This idea was illustrated in
a conversation which occurred a short
time since. A number of natives
werediscussing the labor situation, and

all agreed that over-population
was the ocause of the trouble.
But how to change this was

the guestion. Emigration bureaus had
not been succegsful, and bade fair to be
lesg effective in the future. An Ameri-
can (a resident of Logan, Utah, by the
way, atood near and suggested thatasa
solution the Guvernment grant a fran-
chise to an American Company to
build and operate a railway system in
their own fashion. This proposition
was accepted as a huge joke on Uncle
Bam’s railroad.

But jesting aside, Britons have a
very serious question before them in
the disastrous accidents that are hap-
pening, with serious loss of life.
“Jumping the switch?®’ iz one cause of
mishap. Inadowntown station the
other day one of these occurred in a
way that is at all times liable in frosty
weather. The switch rails here do not.
fit solidly end to end as in America,
but a train i8 turned from one track to
anothar by rails that taper down to a
OAITOW poil]t, and thus eatch the
wheel flanges. In the accident re-
ferred to, the ice preventéd the switch
rail from being drawn clore up to its
fellow, and the locomotive continued
on the same track, The heavy engine
wheels, however, bad shaken the ob-
struction out, and the rallsclosing up,
the passenger ears turned to the side
track, while the locomotive crashed
into a passenger train ahead, with
fatal results.

A nother source of accidents, and one
that is likely to cause England great
trouble in the near future, is the owver-
working of the men. When a disaster
oceurs, if the cause can be traced to an
c¢mpioye. he receives severe punishi-
ment. Recently it has developed that
mistakes have been made by signal-
men and others, because thelong hours
thay have had to remain at work have
exhausted them until they are incapac-
itated for a safe discharge of their
duties. This was the cause of the
Chalk Farm and a number ot other
fatalaccidents. Tired and sleepy till
they do not fully realize wiat they are
doing, they have either misplaced
switches (operated by wires from a
signal house:}, or have failed to get all
the signais properly set. A catastrophe
i8 certain to result within five or ten
minutes, 20 heavy is the traffic.

1t is through this last feacure that the
Birikes on the Beoteh railways have re-
ceived the support of public sympathy.
They ciaim that fifteen to seventeen
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hours work s day is too much for them,
and “disqualifies them {rom being
on the walert to an extent that
is necessary under the circumstances.
The directors, hewever, take the view
that the machines they hire should
never get out of order, at least till they
are worn out and drop from the pervice.
The managers don’t complain of their
businees hours, and why should the
drudges complain of theirs?

To talk of the weather muay be tire-
Bcme, but o#® can hardiy help it here,
Besides, it brings changes. The Thames
frozen over, people chilled to death, the
water in pipes and sewers congealed to
ice. Last week’s record is ‘‘the cold-
estseason since 1814.” And yet the
mercury did not geét down to zero,
Fahrepheit. It was ateight degrees
above, But that was more piercing
than twenty degrees below Zero in the
valley of the Great Salt Lake. The
cold, clammy atmosphere penetrates
inside and out, absorbing all heat and
making one feel very much like anice

cream freezer might if it had
the SEN8e of feeling, with
the frozen mass inside and

the ice and coarse salt being turoed
and churned and rubbed against it
outside. 8o everybody that hasn’tto
o out doesn’t, unless there is a pro-
fusion of robes and shawls and rugs
handy.

Ag the water pipes to the resi-
dences were frozen in many parts of
thecity, the municipal officers opened
the pipes in the strects, and all these
are temporary ‘‘spills*’—haif-inch pipes
connecting with the mains—at which
people are able to fiil buckets for im-
mediate use, While this is the case
outside, in the houses the people
cluster round the cheerful looking—
nob feeling—grates, and as one side is
warmed turn the other to get the
frost out. Added to all is the dense,
heavy fog which seriously impedes
traffic.

But there is one feature of the long-
continued cold spell on which it would
probably be not well to gaze at present,
because of inability to change it; that
is, the terrible sufferings of the fens of
thousands of poor who have neither
suftficient food, clothing, nor fuel, bu
must bear it on if they have strength
enough to last or recuperate when
warmer weather comes; if not, they
must pass through the icy doors to the
world beyond. Yerhaps in many cases
itis better thus than to Jive on in the
sin and wretchedness of the poverty
to which the avarice and passion of
their fellow-beings have consigned
them. These scenes of distress are not
confined to the East End districts or
to the haunts of ‘““Jack the Ripper,*’
but can be witnessed in every parish
of the great metropolis, from High-
gate to Herne Hill, from Blaeck well to
Hammersmith.

Reference to ‘‘the Ripper” reminds
one of Whitechapel, which is pre-
eminently the Jewish quarter, from
Houndsditeh toSidney Street. There
the sons and daughters of Judah en-
gage in all manner of avocations, and
hold their assemblies, sometimes in
halls amd sometimes on the streets, to
give eXpression to their views on mat-
ters of interest to the Hebrew race,
Bpeaking of Jews suggests the feeling

that exigts in the breasts of Lob-
doners respecting the Czar of
Russia, whope minions returned
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unopened the Guildhall vhemeorial for
the amelioration of the condition of
the Jews. The Londoner regards him-
self as the chief of Englishmen, and
no on¢ ¢can blame him if he does not
like the insolent atbtitude of Russia’s
ruling powers. The newspapers do
not mince matters, and if the Russian
autocrat would like the experience of
being hooted at and hissed by the
populace, he could get it quickly by
trying a public entry Into the city at
the present time.

Liast Sabhath witnessed a rather un-
usual event in this great oity, in the
fuct that a *“‘Mormon’? missionary had
been invited to deliver an address on
the religious belief of the Latter-day
Baints, before tbe South Place Ethical
Bociety. The chapel is located just off
Mnuorgate Street, near the Bank of
England, and is a commmodious build-
ing, well fitted up. There was a good
attendance, and the Elder spuke for
over an hour, giving a concise state-
ment of the principles of the Gospel as
revealed in this age, and showing by
Beripture quotations  its  ideutity
witli the teachings of Christ.
The Book of Mormon history and
divine authority also received atten-
tion, and a short pistory of the Church
was ¢iven; the speaker closing with a
testimony of the Gospel restoration.
Rome of the audience expressed their
gurprise that the Latter-day Saints be-
Jieved such doctrines; they thought
the Bible was discarded. The purpose
of the Ethical Bociety is to publish in
a bouk the religipus beliefs of various
sects as stated by authorized represent-
atives.

Before going to the lecture the EI-
ders attended to the ordinance of bap-
tism, by which five new members
were ipitiated into the Church of
Christ, 1n the Irondon branch, on the
second Babbath of the new year, two
baviug been baptized on the first Sab-
bath at the same place, and there are-
good prospects for mare.

Probably one-half of the f‘mer-
chants” of the metropolis sell their
wares in the street. Of course all who
can afford it have a ¢“‘shop in the win-
dow?? if they cannot fit up an en-
tire establishment for the con-
ducting of their bueiness. But
these street merchanis have only
so0 much stock as they can ecarry,
and the thoroughfares are full of then,
from the half starved and illy-clad
child who shouts ‘‘Matehes!’? to the
aged crone whose “Ginger beer and
lemons!?? causes a sersation much akin
to that of drawing a file across & saw.
Thus they make their living,and while
some of them are such pests that one
can scarce shake them off, yet it is
evident from their famished appear-
ance that they are generally very poor,
and therefore they are borne with out
of sympathy.

But one of the chief nuisances on the
gtreet are the “‘sandwich’ men—not
ham sandwiches, either. The boy who*
distributes dodgers, the man with an
advertising transparency, the newe-
boys and the bootblacks, all combined
cannot equal the “aandwjch.”?
The corporation restricts the men, but
the evil will never be cured till adver-
tisers are prohibited from sendiog out
such guys. To make u ‘‘sandwich
man?? it is nedessary to get two boards,
each about two by three feet, orna-
ment them with poaters containing the



