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put into steel vats about eighteen feet
waglong and four feet wide and two feet
deep these vats have partitions run
bing through them and each compart-
ment is loosely filled with this zinc ex-
celsiorcel now the cyanide solution with
its gold in it is turned into the vat and
so arranged that it will slowly flow
about through the zinc excelsior As
thehe golden water washes the zinc shav-
ings the atoms ot01 goldgola leaves the water
aud stick to the zinc until at last every
tbt of water has given up its gold the
zinc under its influence gradually turns
from a bright silver to a dirty yellow
lagris heavier and heavier with its
golden load until it has at last gathered
all the gold the solution is then
drawn off through holes in the bottom
0 ahe vat and strengthened up in order
to be used to gather more gold the
atia and gold is put into a furnace and

and after a short time the re-
sult is ebricka brick of solid gold purer than
that which is used for wedding rings or
golden eagles
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saturday march 1896 I1 boarded
little Hit inui once more at 7 a m
and at we sailed from rotoavaRotoava
Takarava after taking on board hotea
a maru apthee native governor of memarieTe mariematie

74
5 anaa 7andad his wife and after getting

out of the lagoon wwee stood off direct
for tahiti distant about miles to the
southwestsouth westwert the wind was in our favor
and we sped along nicely about noon

hiee ulandisland of ninianan was distinctly seen on
ourmour right this island is about seven
by five miles in size and is said to con
wa too inhabitants As the wind fell off
later in the day our speed was slackened
correspondingly and the island of nian
was still visible toward the northwestnorth west
ben the sun went down
sunday march ath with only a little

biad we made slow progress toward
tahiti I1 spent most otof the day reading
the bible asL I1 could not participate in
the animated religious conversation
which was carried on nearly all day be-
tween the catholic governor and my
josephite friends how I1 suffered men-
tally because my ignorance of the lan
ateeMe hindered me from being in it9theM daday was extremely hot

monmonday march ath early in the
BMWmorningi g the dim outline of mountainous
tawtahiti were seen against the southwestsouth wewestst
cm horizon but as the wind died cocom-
pletely

m
out we were still ten miles from

the island at sunset
tuesday march loth A gentle breeze

having sprung up during the night we
found ourourselvesselvIs nearing point venus
fyhenwhen the morning dawned and about

a mam we passed through the open-
ing in the reef into the papette harborwrewhere a large french man of war the
american mail ship city of Pepeete 1
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awland a number of other large vessels lalayy
at anchor we came to an anchorage
abouta 0 clock and I1 at once sought

0 outour tentedrented mission cottage on rue de
pest where I1 expected to maleemake my
aiom tillcal the arrival of the steamer

richmond lp from new zealand withith
vrwah awasI1 was to return to aucklandevingfaring obtained permission from
BMW clcutler to open hisbis paper mail I1

hastened to the post office as the ameri-
can mail had just arrived per city of
Pepeete and I1 was soon busy reading
the papers from home and thus I1 re-
ceived my first news of admis-
sion into the union as a state on the
ath of january last

papette has monthly mail connections
with san francisco the three ships
named respectively city of Pepeete
tropic bird and galilee making regular
trips between the two cities the
steamer richmond also keeps up a
monthly mail connection between pa
peete and new zealand via tonga
the distance to san francisco is about

and to auckland mew zealand
about 2400 geographical miles

the city of papette is the seat of gov-
ernment of the french possessions of
oceania and the chichieff port it lies on the
northwestnorth west coast of tahiti at the foot of
the highest mountains of the island
the ground here is level but thele is
not much space between the coast and
the foot of the mountains it is covered
with the richest and most beautiful veg-
etationeta tion and far above all the rest the
stately cocoanutcocoanut palms raise their lofty
heads papette is a town of modern
construction possessing both water
works and an electric light system and a
few fine business blocks its streets are
more regularly laid out than common
and the houses nestle in the midst of
orange cocoanutcocoanut and guava groves the
aspect in general is extremely pleasant
and picturesque the background is
filled up with a number of pinnacled
mountains jutting in a great variety of
forms immediately back of papette is
the village of amelie a single street of
houses or cottages in the european
style built of coral rock and so con-
structedst ted as to be capable of being de-
fended on the height over the village
is the block house one of six which
protect the town the harbor of pa
peete can accommodate at least thirty
large vessels the entrance to it from the
sea through the coral reef is only
feet wide the city of papette faces
the harbor in the shape otof a crescent
with the concave side to the water
making a coast side of nearly one and a
half miles the principal business
street is the one facing the harbor thenext street of importance is rue de
rivoli which runs through the town
lengthlengthwisewise and its continuation both
ways isis the macadamized road which

I1 encircles the island the catholic
church which stands on the street last
mentioned is the most imposing struc-
ture in the city its spire can be seen a
long distance off from the church
front all distances to the different towns
and localities of the island are meas-
ured the complete circuit around the
island by the road is geographical
miles the population of papettePapeete
numbering about is a mixed one
consisting of natives chinese french
americans english germans etc the
great majority however being natives
the french constitute the official part of
the population and some of the govern-
ment buildings including the militaryary
barracks are good sized structures
the governors mansion situated in a
lovely garden is atypicalatypical tropical home
the leading business houses and all
the wholesale trade are run by the eng-
lish americans and germans while the
chinese have almost monopolized the
retail trade and the natives run the
marketsmarket consisting of long sheds built

on a small square near the town center
there all the natural products of the
island are bartered prominent among
which are feis bananas oranges cocoa
nuts sweet potatoes limes and fish
from about 4 to 8 in the morn-
ing are the chief market hours during
those four hours nearly the whole mar-
ket business is transacted the people
being early risers french official hours
are from 8 to io10 a m and 2 to 4 p m
they dont work neither ten nor eight
hours a day as we do in the united
states on rising in the morning a very
light meal is taken by most of the peo-
ple and then the real breakfast is eaten
at 10 a m when nearly all business
houses close their doors for two hours
another meal taken after 4 p in suffices
for the day unless there is some ex-
citementcitement going on the people generally
retire early the government brass
band discourses music every wednes-
day and saturday evening from the
great stand near the governors man-
sion on these occasions nearly the
entire population gather there it being
about the only amusement the place
affords save a merry go round which
has been stationed at papette for some
time that being something new and
novel to the natives it was well patron-
ized at first

taking it all together papettePapeete being
a french town seems to be different inia
almost every particular to an american
or english city the official language
and influence the etiquette 1004looks
walks and general appearance of every-
thing except nature being patterned to-
a great extent after that of france
until a man learns either the french oror
the native language it is hardbard for him to
feel at home or satisfied in papette for
any great length of time

tahiti and surrounding islands are in
some respects the joost important group
in the south pacific ocean there is
perhaps no spot on the globe which has
received a more lively attention toanthan
this from the great experiment of the
civilization of man by means of reli-
gious influence the islands themselves
are not so important to the rest of the
world it is generally believed that the
great spanish expedition under pedro
bernandez de oniria discovered tahiti
in 1606 but like many other spanish
discoveries this was unknown or unno-
ticed by the rest of the world so that
when the ship dolphin under captain
wallis sent by george illIII of england
to make discoveries in the south seas
rreached tahiti june 1767 it wasadssupposed to be the primary discovery
and it was named king george island
captain wallis reached it on the south-
east side and was soon surrounded with
a multitude of canoes filled with na-
tives who were friendly but thievish
this latter propensity led to a slight
skirmish wallis sailed along the coast
and on the discovered matavai bay

burneau landed and took formal
possessionos session in the name of georgeorge IIIeyby hoisting a britishUsh flaga the aeflagaffa was
soon taken down by tthee natives and
was made by them into a badge 0of sove-
reignty for many years afterwards

april and2nd 1768 M de Bongainville
frenchman arrived at tahiti in the
frigate Bon deuse and remained till the

he calleacalled the island nouvelle
Cy

in 1689 captain james cook was des
patched by the british government

pacific ocean to wake observations


