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Should the exigency require it, nothing woul!
contribute so much to the glory of his admin-
istration, and the defeat and confusion of the
disorganizing peliticians of the day, as the
bold and fearless exercise of this power and
this discretion tothe fullest extent of retrench-
ment and reform.

Daniel Web:tuer on Polities.

At the sevenly-seventh anniversary of the birth
of Webster, in Boston, on the 18th of January
last, at the Revere House, several of the most
distinguished men of the nation were present.
Among the many good things said and done on
that occasion, was the following, told by Peter
Harvey, an intimate friend of Webster. It might
be advantageous to many who are now so ardent-
ly and blindly aspiring to political fame, if such
would profit by the advice here given—the in-
gratitude of republics is proverbial:—

[ will tell you an incident connected with Mr.
Webster in the year 1846, during Gen. Taylor’s
Administration. [ wus in Washington at that
time, livirg in Mr. Webster’s House, It was
during the recess of Congress, after the inaugu-
ration of Gen. Taylor., It was ona Sunday in
June. We went to Georgetown to chureh. Af-
ter church we drove aeross the bridge into Vir-
ginia. As we were ridingalong in Alexandr a, he
told the coachman to pause belore a certain bouse
with a dilapidated and broken gate.

““That house,’ said be, *“is the house where |
first came to board when a young man, a member
of Congress from New Hampsiire. That was
the Federal headquarters. Thee boarded the
great Federal leaders, Gov. Gore, Chief Justice
Marshall and Rufus King, great men, gone to
their reward. We never shall look upon their
like again. I shall soon follow them; I care very
little how soon.”” Tears came to his eyes.

I said: **Allow me 10 say that when youn are
dead and gone, tha places which you have immor-
talized by your presence and speech, when visited
by future generations, will call up reminiscences,
the interest of which will be as much deeper than
that connected with the reminiscences of the
great men yon have mentioned, as theirs are
superior to your coachman.”

DOlacing his hand upon my shoulder, he said:
“That is rather a partial and friendly sort of a
speech. But,” said he, ‘I am not aware that 1
have posthumous fame to live. J§ am not so
modeszt as to doubt that I have a reputation and
fame that will live after me; but it has been
bardly earned. Let me say Io you, my friend,
that politics is a hard road. Keepoutof it. I
have succeeded, but if I had my life to live over
again, I should pursue my profession, and be
more at peace. Those public acts of my life
that have been most sincere and honest, and the
most for the honor and good of the country, have
been the ones that have been the most (radueed.
Political life is a hard one. Sell your iron, my
f.iend, get an honest living, support your family,
and let politics alone.”

“I have had,” said he,*“many pleasinz remin-
iscences connected with politics. If it were not
g0, a man could rever live. If I were not con-
scious of having received the support of the intelli-
gent portion of my fellow citizens, I should sirk
under it, I know that a large portion of the
peoj le of the Uuited States appreciate my labors;
but,” said he, *“it is a hard road; keep clear of i1;
lalll{ynur iron and let politics alone.”

e then spoke of some personal matters con-
nected with a request he had made of the Admin-
istration. *“‘I have been traduced,” said he, “and
slandered, and my motives vilified, but the shaft
that has sunk deepest here [laying his hand upon
his breas'] is the refusal ot the Adn.inistration to
grant the irifling requeet [ made. They say thal
I bhad my share; but the whole thirg,” said be,
i3 too contemptible to think of. Joha, drive on,
let us go home to dinner.”

Ax Anciest Onro Fieur.—Upward of a quar-
ter of a century ago, a little affair occurred in high
life, in the town of Columbus, which ought not
to be allowed to pass into oblivion.

Mr. F——y was Attorney General of Ohio,
and Mr. L was Chief Clerk in the cffice of
the Auditor of State. The United States Court
was in session, and Mr, F. improved the oppor-
tunity to explain to a company of constituents, in
frout of the totel, the circumstances of a claim
which bad accrued to the “Sullivan heirs,' in con-
sequence of the remeval of the Capital of Ohio
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[From the Mobile Tritune, ]

MIRABEAU.—BY L. E. B.

PART FIRST.

Mirabean was mmcomparably the greatest actor
in the bloody drama of the French Revolution.—
He had the impetuosity of Marat without his
cruelty; the zudacity and sound understanding of
Danton with superior acquirements; and the en-
thusiesm, vanity and ambition of Robespierre
without his favaticism, ¢owardice and blood-
thirstinese. Int epid, quick and excitable—more
snccessful in arous ng than sllaying the passions
of men, he was betl r fitted for a popular leader
than for a calm, far seeir g s'atesman.

Hi: ancestors were of Italiun origin, and of no-
ble blood. His falher was a marquis, and he
himself a count.

Very apily has he been styled ““the Demos-
thenes of France,” for he was peerless in the
French fornm. Pus<essing that vivacity and that
nervous style <o peculisr to the Freuncl, he eom-
bined with them the genins and passion of the
[talinns, But the general style of his oratory
was decidedly French—his gestienlationg, his
sententions manner; his energy and impetoosi-
ty—aell Freneh, mounting up into the highest
spreics of eloquence. It wasuulike that of any
other orator of modera times, It was emphati-
cally suigeneris.

He wa. not the rrady debater that Clay was,
nor did h= possess the grandeur and impressive-
ness of Webster; but he united the dashing.
headlong style of the former with the force and
terseness of the lafter.

His elcquence did not contist of high sounding
words and lofty epithets; it was not that tinseled
kind wh ch, as Walpolesaid ot Pitt,“disturbs the
imaginatiou for a moment, but which leaves no
las'ing impresgion un the mind"’—it was the ex-
pression of brilliant coueeptions, distilled in the
alembic of reason. and filtered through the flow-
ers of a glowing Fanev; it was the river of
thought, dashing along, sweeping all before it.—
He had the advantages of a fine education, and
his mind, likea well stored promptuary, was
filled with varied aund extensive information.—
He alwavs ook the lead.

: His soi disant manner bore down all opposi-
Lion.

He appears to have been very familiar with
the orators of Greece and Rome, and his speech-
es abouna with quotations and illustrationsdrawn
from the his‘ory of those States.

Wheu driven from the convocation of the no-
bility of Provence (Lis native county) by an over-
whelming majority, he warned them sguinst fall-
ing into the error of the Roman patricians in their
trearment of the Giacchi and compared himself
to “Marius, not ro illastrious for exterminatin
the Gimbii as for overthrowing the Roman aris-
tocracy.” :

“Lafayette,” said he, **has an army, but my
head is also a power.”” In an interview with
Marie Antoinette in the gardens of St. Cloud,
which terminated in an engagement of his ser-
vices in support of the monarchy, he said to the
Queen, as he was about to tske leave of her—
“Madame, the monarchy is saved.” But the
“Piebeian Court,"’as he was s'yled, might be
pardoned this vanity of his intellectunl powers,
for it was all that he had to be vain of, save his
nobility.

He was hideously ugly. His face resembled
more that of an animal of the feline spreies than
that of a human being. Sallow compl xior
thick, bushy hair; twisted mouthj pitted cheeks;
beetle browed—the very embodiment of ngliness.
Notwithstanding, he'was a consummate gallant.
Like most Frenchmen, he had an eye for the
beautiful, and his esthetic emotions were easily
aronsed.

But his ugliness faded away before the intensi-
ty of the halo of light which his eloquence threw
aronnd him.

It was not until a'outthe commencement of
the Revolution that Mirabeau gave evidence of
that splendid genius which eafitled him to a
prominent place in history. He was then about
forty years of age.

Previous to that time he had achieved nothirg
but what would have consigned his name to in-
fame.
He had in early youth acqiired some little
glory for his bravery as a soldier, but that was
dimmed by the licentiousness and immoralitjes in
which he was plunged. At eighteen he fell in
love, and determined to marry the oljoct of his
affectione; but the plans of the precocions count

from Franklin to Columbus. In the ci¥rse of his | were destroyed by the intervention of his fath-
remarks, he questioned the statements in the  er, who caused him to be corfined for oune yeur
Auditor’s books. Mr. L. at once pronounced his | in the fortress of the lsle of Rbe.

stalement a lie,

After serving in the war between France and

“l can not weive rank,” :said Mr. F., “and ' Corsica, he rcturned home aird wasrecorciled to

fight this inan.”’

As he proceeded to reiterate his charzes, Mr.
[, pronounced him, a second asd a third time,
a liar, when Mr, F., becomii g much exci'ed,
shonted;

“My fellow citizens, I have concluded to waive
the ques’ion of rark,and settle the-matterat once.”

So taking

his father,

A few years after e manieda rich heiress,
:I}II: did not long er joy the happiness of married
ife.

His appetite for plearure, and his indulgerce
in every gpecies of debnuchery, entailed expen-
seg far Feyord his means, Hs friends endeav-

off his coat, he descenced from the ored lo save him from bankruptey, but reither

stand, and immediately received a tremendous | their exeitions, nor thoze of his relations, were
‘““riglit-hander,”” which lodged himn in a neighbor- | of any avail: and h's reeklessness and utter dis-

ing mud-hole.

Getling up, he recrived a ““set-  regard of recuniary ¢b iga'ions were cuch that

tler,” which brought Lim to on the sume spot. | his father cansed bim to te exiled by orcer of the
A third time he came to the “scrateh,”” when a King. His wife, about this time, separa‘ed from
well-direc’ed “eye blinder,” {rom the sub-auditor, ' him.

caused him to turn a complt te summersault, and
todged him once more upon his mother earth.

Tarning his eyes *round, under the evident im-
pression that he had fulfitled the utmost require-
ments of the *code,” he addressed himself to his
physical superior, as follows:—

‘““Before rising from this posi‘ion, sir, I desire |

to ask you a question: Do you intend to strike
me if | get up 1™

“Of cuurse I do,” ejaculated his.excited ad-
vir-ary.

“Then, gir, I shall not-get np.”?

The spectators now interfered.

Subsequently, he was eonfined in the Castle
d’lf, whence, in cons: quence of a love serape,
he removed to that of Ionx,

His next act was an escape from prigon and
an elopemen! with a yvoung mariied woman—
Sophie, wife of M. de Mour/in, a distirguished
nobleman. They fled to Amsterdam, were de-
tected and brought back to France. She was
sent to a convent and be confined in the tower
of Vinceanes. IHe never saw lis Sophie after
this. On the death of her husband, de Mour-
rin,she was permitted to refurn 1o her relations.
A few years after, she accepted an cffer of mar-

riage, but jealowsy, excited by the conduct of

er lover, cansed her to reverge herselfl a tu
mode Francaise—to comwit suicide by inbaling
charcoal vapors.

The sufferings of Mirabeau during the three
years of his covfinement in the tower of Vin-
cennes are said to have been very severe. He
Ean!-ed his tim2 there in writing, obtaining paper

y tearing the blank leaves from the books that
were loaned him. So dark was Lis eell that he
was unable todistingui<h what he wrote, Some-
times he wounld compose for hours with closed
eyes, from fear of becoming blind from the strain
to which they were subjecied, and then commit
his thoughts to the seraps of paper in characters
so small as to be scarcely legible; yet, with all
these difficulties, he wrote volames. His re-
lease was effected through the influence of his
wile, whom he pityingly implored to interyose
in bis behalf. The conditions to which she com-
pelled him to submit were thathe should keep
at a proper distance and not trouble her with ap-
prehensions of his visits. No sooner, however,
bad he quit his prison bounds than he resorted
tolaw to regain his wife, and with her the pos-
session of her fortune. He pleaded Lis cause
himself.

Notwithstanding his eloquerce and his elabs
orate declamation about the marriage institution,
its sociul effects, i's saereduess, the domestic re-
Iation of husband and wife, &e., this Protean
lover—who bad scandalized his own wife and
eloped with another’:; who had charged his wife
with irfidelity and was at the game time in-
volved in numberless love-scrapes; whose
“Sophie’ was yet fiesh in bis memory and he
Just escaped the heavy penalty, by compromise,
which was inflicted on bim for his illicit connec-
tion with her—of course failed to obtain a judg-
ment in his favor.

Thus did Mirabeau pass the greater portion
of his life—in the indu!gence of every passion
when at liberty, and while in pricon in writing
books of the most licentions character.

Alter his release in 1780, he composed several
Listorical and political essays, which attracted
the attention of some ef the greatest stateamen of
France, and having served as a spy for the
EFrench Government at the Court of Berhin, with
marked success, returned to France and com-
menced a furious warfare upon Necker, the able
financial Minister of Louis XVI, demanding, in
strong terms, a reformation in {he affairs of the
ration.

Then commenced his brilliant career, and
then, like the sun bursling forth from the low-
ering clouds with increased effulgence, lie emerg-
ed trom the eomparative obscurity which bad en-
veloped him,beaming with gorgeous magnifi-
cence, and the world was dszzled by the con-

€ | trast which seemed to impart a new lustre to the

gp'endor of hie native genias,

Mirabeau had been enbjected all his life to des-
potism, aud now he had eulisted Lis powers in
the work of overthrowing it,

Liberty struck the brow of oppression, and the
champion of equal rights epruug forth armed for
the mighty contest.
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A Terrific Cavein.

Mr. J. W. Arxinson, an English scholar and
traveler, recently described, in a lecture, a fear-
ful cavern, with which he met ia the course of
his trarels,

While traveling along the steppe. near the foot
'of the Altaian Mountaine, in Asia, he said he
'came lo the brink ol one of the diy river beds
frequently found in those regions. This was the
evident frace &f the sudden « isrnption of a moun-
lain lake, by a fearful earthquake, at eome peried,
Traveling along the bed of the stream, he came
to a deep va'ley, about 15 miles long and 4 miles
wide, surrounded by mountaice, varying from
5,000 to 7,000 feet in height. Thot this had been
a deep mountiia luke, was proved, bevond »ll
gnnht, by the sand and shells spread over its

ed.

“[ also found,’ cortinurd Mr. Atkinson, “‘the
water line on the ¢l iffs, showing that the depth
was five bundred feet. Nearly vppo ite to the
gorge bv which we had entered, there was an-
other in the mountzins to the neith. On reach-
‘ing it 1 fonpd this was also a deep and narrow
ravine, and 1 o doubt forwed by the earthquake;
through this the water had rushed, drei ing the
luke, and had formed fhe great watercourse on
the plain,

We shortly entered the chasm, which I found
was about 120 yards wide, covered wiih fallen
rocks, among which a torrent wes foamirg with
great fury., Our way wasa rough and danger-
ous one; sometimes geveral hundred fret above
the stream, and then descending nearly to the
level of the water, At lust we reached a spot
beyond which, to all appearance we conld not
proceed, We were now a litcle above the for-
rent, which was hidden from cur view, and close
in front of us the rocks rose up like a wull to en
enormous height. A lond roaring of the waler

rolling over a deep fall. The old guide told me it
was Shaitan's Cavern, swallowing up the rver.

The mouth of the ecavern was formed by a
rigged arch, about 50 feet wide and 70 feet high.
The river entered this opening by a channel cut
into the solid rock; it was about 30 feet wide and
10 feet deep. A ledge of rocks, about 12 feet
wile, formed a terrace along the edge® of the
etream, and just above the level of the water,
When my astonishment had somewhat subsided,
I prepared to explore the cavern, by placing my
packet of baggage and my rifle on a rock, and
the two Cossacks followed my exasmnple. The
guide watched these movements with great in-
terest, but when he beheld us enter the caverp,
he was horr.fied.

Having proceeded about 20 paces, the noise
cansed by the falling water was fearful, sud a
cold clilling blast met ue. From this point the
cavern ¢xtended both in width and height, but ]
could form no idea of its dimensions. We
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cau'iously groped our way on in the gloom fo
abeut about eighty yards from the entrance, when

we cou'd see the river bound into a terrific abyss
—*black Erebus,” while some wlile vapor camé

wreathing up, giving the spot a most superpatural
appearance. |

Few persons conld stand on the brink of this
gulf without a shudder; the roaring of the water
was dreadful as it echoed in the lofty dome. It
was impossible to hear a word spoken, nor eould
this scene be contemplated long—there was
somelhing teo fearful for the etrongest neives,
when trying to peer into these horrible depths.
We turned away, and looked towards the en-
trance; for a distance the sides and arch wers

lighted up, but the great space and vast dome

were lost in dmkness.
il -

We present to the people the Deseret Alphabet, but
have not adopted any rules to bind the taste, judgment or
preference of any. Such as it Is you have it, and we are
sanguine that the more it is practised and the more inti-
mately the people Become acquainted with ity the more

useful and beneficial it will appear.

The characters are dvsigned to represent the sounds for
which they stand, and are so used. Where one stands
alone, the name of the character or letter 1s the word, it
being the only sound heard. We make no classification
into vowels, consonants, &e., considering that to be of 11t-
tie or no conscquence; the student Is therefore at berty
to deem all the cherac ers vowels, or consonants, or start-
ers, or stoppers, or whatever else he pleases,

In the orthograpby of the published examples, Web-
ster’s pronunciation will be generally followed, though It
will be varied from when genersal usage demands, Al
words having the rame pronunciation will bes sprlled
alike, and the reader will have to depend npon the con-
text for the meaning of such words,

Since the arrival of the matrices, &¢., for casting the
Deseret Alphabet, it has been determined to adopt anoth.
er character to represent the sound of Ew, bul until we

are prepared to cast that character, the thﬂﬂatrn"‘q will
be used to represent the sound of Ew In NEW. The char-

acters ;-N are sounded as A1 In HAIRy for which ane
character will also be used, so soon as it can be procured,

DESERET ALPHABET.
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