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MISCELLANEOQUS.

CONFERENCE ‘IN LOUISIATA.

Barew Reves, Lousiana,
June 3th, x897.

«©@n Saturday last the neighborbood of
[Pride, E. BatonRouge Parish, Louisiana,
was in a considerakble hurry and bustle.
“The occasion of this evident anomaly
was the appearance in that section of
ithirty-three mormon Elders; or as the
people styled them, “Mormon preach-
ers.'? During the stay of 1hree da_YS.
made by the Elders, many pleasing
features were seen but among the most
pleasing adornment was the perpetual
smile worn by all the ‘people. If there
was a face, for miles around, that didn’t
avear a smile it Wes decidedly “out of
sight.?” The popular verdict of all our
good Southern friends, who were par-
ticipants in the affairs ol our conference
session is ‘“We sure .did have a good

time."" : .

Though ldlsappomted bercaUSe o{f tl;c;
voidable non appearance of o
;nl;:;i?n president, Elder Elias S. Kimbali,
we were buoyed up l? the presence of
Elder William E, Ry alch. Four pub-
lic meetings were held—two on Saturday,
the sth and two on Sunday following.
The meetings were well attended.
The seating _accommodations, at first
thought sufficient for the people, proved
1o be not so. Many brought seats with
themm and many stood—ali seemingly

eager to hear the word of the Lord.

“T'he first three sessions were ultilized
by the Elders In an explanation of the
first principles of the Gospel. The last
sassion was almost wholly taken up by
Fider Rydalch who spoke mpon the im-
portant topics of repentance and church
hlsi-'t{‘;?c-l shaking and a hearty expres-
sion of good will accompanied by a
heartier God bless you formed a pleas-
ing feature at the close of our confer-
ence, . .

At our council meetings some changes
.were made. Our former president,
Elder S. L. Swenson, was released to
go to the Chattanooga office. Eider
Joseph A. Cornwall was chosen as his
successor in the conference presidency,
with Elders Joseph E. D. Tomlinson
and R. Elmer Caldwell as his counse-
lors. The instructions from headquar-
ters, delivered by Elder Rydalch were
well taken and accounted as a sweet
morsel. They were terse and to the

int. .
poWe all feel built up because of our
meeting and prepared for a greater
work.
Josgpr A CORNWALL, president,
R. ELMER CALDWELL, Clerk.

IN OLD ARKANSAS:

DENMARK, Arkansas,
June, z1th. 1897.

The Arkansas conterence of the
Indian Territory mission convened near
Denmark; White county, Arkansas,
June 3, 4, 5, afid 6, 1397.

The following Elders were present:
Elder William T. Jack, president of the
Indian Teriitory Mis_.sion, Elders A. C.
Dailey and M. O. Miner our meteoric
Elders who have been laboring in Texas;
Willlam T. Harper of the Kansas con-
ference, Elder Frank L. Copening,

president of the Arkansas conlerence,
and Elders John H. Peterson, }oseph A.
Wright, George E Brim, James P.
Anderson, Thomas H. Gleason, George
N. Atkinson, David M. Nelson, Richard
R. D. Brown, and Edward I. Cox.
Conference began wilh a series cf
Priesihood meetings. We held three
sessions a day for three days and a pub-
lic meeting every night at the home of
our friend Mr. Lewis J. Throckmorton,
who left nothing lacking in administer-
ing to the comfort of the Elders. )
On Sunday, we held three public
meelings in a grove near our friend Mr.
Ezekiel G. Ferguson's, who also de-

serves special mention for bis hospitality |

to us.

At the close of our second day’s
Priesthood meetings, we received an in-
vilation to take supper with another
friend, Mr. Sam Cooper. We must not
forget !to mention Mr. Jacob Aliman,
either, whose generous treatment of the
Elders for some time past will not soon
be forgotten.

On Monday, the 7th inst, we had the
happy privilege of witnessing seven hon-
¢st souls go down into the waters of bap-
tism ard “come forth in newness of
life.”” They have ceased the use of cof-
fee and tobacco and are determined to
live their religion. This makes thirteen
baptisms in our conference since Jast
January. There are prospects for sever-
al more here in the near future besides
a few in Clay county.

We felt bighly honored in having our
beloved president, Elder Jack, with us.
It is a desire of all the Elders to be able
to show their appreciation of his fatherly
counsels by putting them into practice
and doing their utmost to make thlsa
model conference.

We esteemted it no less an honor to
meet Elders Dalley and Miner who are
two of the most successful Elders in the
field. Their example has made an in-
delible impression upon us, and their in-
structions were of special interest. El-
der Harper also gave us some exceilent
advice.

We are thankful for the privilege of
laboring in the Indian Territory mission.
We feel to put our trust in the Lord.

The Spirit of God is operating upon
the people to a remarkable degree. We
are having our eyes opened to see the
hand of God manifested, bringing about
His purpose in ways that we pever
thought of.

Frank L COPENING,

President Arkansas Conference

Joun H. PETERsON,
: Secretary.

CHANGE OF FEELING.

ST. Joun, Kausas,
June 16th, 1897,

Having reiurned recently from at-
tending conference in Indian Territory
and Arkansas. I am pleased to state
that | found all the Elders, laboring
there, in pood health and enjoying the
spitit of their calline. 1 was pleased to
notice that the Lord has wrought a won-
derful change among the people, during
the past few years. Where bigotry and
intolerence used to predominate, and
prejudice prevented people fiom listen-
ing to the truths of the restored Gospel;

now mMmeeting houses are opened to our
Elders and filled with eager listeners
who invite the “Mormon Parsons”’ to
their homes, showering upon them hos=

itality that proclaim the good will and
Eind feelings existing.

People are becoming weary in the:
forms of worship, that are constantly
shifting and dividing, becoming a more
easy target to the shafts of infidel and-
“‘free thinker.”” Hence preachers get
through toeir sermon with as few scrip-
ture references as possible, prefering to -
entertain their audience withscme quaint .
story, rather than assume the ridiculous. .
position of teaching from a book disbe- .
lieved in by many of their chuich mem=
bers. It almost looks as il the time is
upon us when the Bible will be scouted
and unable to stand upon i's own merils.
in the minds of the people, as a history -
of the dealings of 1he Lord with a na--
tion of people.

Although many people refer to our -
eighth article ot faith, and say, “‘you.
Murmons don't believe in the Bible, the-

fact exists, and will be recognized some.:

day, that the Mormons, of all people,
are believers in, and teachers of the Gos-~
pel truths contained in the holy Biuler
and with the Book of Mormon, we will
save that sacred record from what ap-~
pears to be i1s inevitable fate, utter dis-
use. People are putting away pr+judice
and the Lord is biessing them with wis-
dom, so that they see in the Book of
Mormon, truths made plain that are only.
hinted at in -the Bible. An Infidel re-
marked to me a short time since, that he
has learned more by reading the Book of
Mormon over once, than from the Bible
during his life,

The “stick of Judah’ and the “stick
of Joseph in the hands of Ephraim,’’
spoken of in Ezekiel 37, are abroad
amongst the people. May God speed
them in their mission of salvation..

Wirtiam T, JacK.

OVER IN KENTUCKY.

MunrorDvILLE, Hart County, Ky.,
June 7tb, r897.

The winter, spring, and this much of
the summer here in Kentucky, have
been very wet and cold, and farmers are.
not yet quite through plowing and plant-
ing. Everything seems very backward,
Last year at this time, some of the corn
was nearly as high as the men, who, in.
some places, were cu'tivating it for the-
last time—*Yiaying it hy,”’ as it is called
here,

Tne prospects for a fairly good crop
of corn are yet good, provided no early
frosts come in the fail to blight tae ripen~-
ing ears, W heat and ocats look only
niiddling; apples, peaches and hlackber-
ries, will soon be very plentiful, being
the staple fruits of the siate, at least
among the poor class of farmers.

Some farmers sold their corn in the
{all for twenty and twenty-five cents pet-
bushel, and are now buying it back for
fifty tosixly-five cenls per bushel. This
comes by living a year ahead of a per-.
son’s income—a serious mistake many
of the people here make

As near as I can learv, very litile to-
bacco has been planted, owing to the
very low price it has brought for the last
few years. Tobacco raising and using
is ruining millions of people bodily,
mentally and figancially. I have seen
a few children, of paients who use.to~.
bacco very heavily, who seemed to
crave tobacco more than food, and could




