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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

JOSEFiH THE PROPFHET,

It is eepeclally appropriste nt this
tiwne to contemplate the life-work uf a
man who, durfng » brief but eventiul

career, wroteé his name in indelible
characters on the AnDeis 0! the world,
‘Tomworruw, Bunday, December 23, s
the anniverasry of the hirth of the
Prophet Juseph, who was born on that
uate, 1805, in Sharon, Windsor county,
Vermont.

To esy that the mighty messenger
from 3)Jd to man in this century wan
the grentest Prophet ever raiged up
among men, the Sun of Goud excepted,
is auw startling only to those who are
accusiomed to lovk tu Lhe xray an-
tiquity slone for their ldeals; or tou
thuore who have never seriously conskd-
ared what the tenohiuga ol Joseph, lhe
Prophet, were, To s similar class, Lhe
anpuuncement by gur Bavior toal Juhn
the Baptist et bis Lme held the fwre-
must pus tlon smopg men Wis bewlid.
ering, when they remembered a bloses,
a David, no Ezra, all m ghiy mey o.
old, However, the powitiuu bheid hy
Joun tne Baplist 88 Lhe forerunder of
Messinly, tne vononeoung link between
the old diepepsation and a Dew o
exceeding gluory, more than justifieu
the piscing of bimn shove Any ul the
leaders of the Guu lestsmeut. [ tue
same way the misslon petlormes
hy the great Prophet of this diepen-
sation nad sucb I1ar reachiug results
tnat iy {8 Do exaggeratios, nur merely
vaiu borst, tosay that he hus not been
surpassed by any uf God’s messengers
in uny age.

It we were tolook upon Joseph only
a8 Lhe founder of & Church in ths
age, hie wonderful suhievement wouls
place him on a Jevel with a Weslvy, a
Knx, s Luther, « Calvin, Nuy, even
a8 8 ¢church builder, hia work wpulu
he more amazioy than thut of Lthese
men., For they did not encvunsler the
world, grappling with the problems
hefore them, until they hud svoureu
the qualificallous conaldered nevesanry,
They met lenrning with lenrnluyg,
They huad eloquence, skill fv dialectics,
influentin}l triende, some of lhem
opersting uader iDe protection o
kinge asd princes. Joseph had neither
An lpexperienced, almusi friendjess
buy, he faced an oppusing world, to
all DUMAD Appesra .ce ubprepared or
the batile that was to follow. And yet
the Church of Jesus Christ of lLatier-
day Balpte today I8 the sumiration
of lending ecolueiastioal men, for 1w
wonderiul organizstion, testiiylng to
the mure than bhumaa wisdom to
which it owes its origin,

Bul Josep the Prophst wus not
merely a chureb buwilder a reformer,
His work nbuve all, wasthat o! hring-
fng harmony smony toe vcaltered chil-
dres of men. This was A8 purpuse
tor whooh Corisl oo Qsivary
shed Hip hlood, Rueconcilistion belweeh
man aud MWD #E Well as Detween (Guu
and mep; the unlon of the hearte of
futhers and children, ehitl iren spu
fathere, was the ullimate utjent of the
atonemenl; ab. L earry this work og
wae Josepn’s speoisl wirsivn,

As John the Baptist wae the fore-

unper of ibe New Teslament era, so

the Prophet of this age was ihe herald
of tne atill more giorious milleanivol tu
which tbjs uvnity of maaklnu shall be
consummanted, To quality bim for
this work he teceived tue must wonder-
ful reveiatiopr, At s time when the
entire Coristinn world bad jost the
knowiedge of thelr beavenly Father,
and acknowledged that both the
Father aud the Suvn are 1pcomprehen-
nibie, he was epsbiled to reveal Lhe
Itue (G2d, thereby making s retura of
the children of men to their elernszl
Father possible, Further, 10 his views
the past o! the world was uuveiled aad
tbe mysteries of contioedts so!ved, [he
cunbectiog Jinke between oatious iu
different parts of the globe wers Lraced,
hrjdgtog the way to unlon between
childrens and futhers, Aud still mure,
thie vell of eterpity wae lHited Ly the
revelativpe he received und COMDmMUBL-
caled to mankind, Balvution Ware
siown to extend o living and dead
and to he oblainahle throuyh the jov.
1ng eflorts of children lovgiug for re-
union with thowe who bavesiuns be-
tore tbem. The guntemplution ¢ this
work ig overwhbelming. By ohelience
to the requiremunts thereuf the glory
u! lenveou fills the soul,vwe the atmoe-
phere of celestial paluces permentys the
nagred tsraples dedicsted fur that work.
fhe'*shekipa’® of the Tabernacle in the
wilderne.s wus butl & ebuatdow ns com-
;ared to the reslity 1D thie dispensa-
tiwn, for the reveialion of which the
ohildren of Gud are luvdehied 10 the
~ubjuct of this eketeh,ss au Instrument
jn the service of the Almighty.

Well hae John the Revelator de-
sorihed thia mighly messenger ne
up aongel stuudiog upon the ses
apd the earth, ebncompsaesslng the
whole worid, and declaring hy =8
wolemn volee, heard Lo the ultermost
purta of the globe, Lhat from DOow o
“there showl¢ he time [or deluy] no
Jonger; but in the days ol the voice of
«be seventh nDgel, When he shull begin
1o eound, the mystery of God should
he finieheJ, a8 he bhuth declared to hie
servante, the Prophets,”*

Joseph was crowned with the dia-
dem of a martyr., Btill ne lives, anu
nis work goes on, Tne worl of inepira-
tjon judicates trunblesome limes on the
earth. Thoey wijl be of comparatively
short duration; bowever, and, ss &
frujt of the work of Joeeph the
Pr pbel, a2 an humhble servant of the
Redeemer, sulvativn will be hrought
torih, and msuokind enjoy Millennial
huppiness. Peroaps Dot until then
wili the rea] signiticancs of the mis-
glon of the martyred Propbhet bLe fuliy
reslized.

CRIME O STARVATION.

Occasionally n etory s teld of an in-
dividusal driven to desperation by wabt
whu commie & ¢rime v order to gb.
tain the shelter and sustennnce atlord-
ed hy priron lite, Arcsse of this kina
oceurred tn Bun Fraucisco on Monday
laat, A mlddle-aged musuy, DLDamed
James Watgor, applied at the police
wtution and asked ror u aight’s lodgiog
und s cup of ¢ flee. He was sn up-
tioisteret by trade,but for three monthe

past bad oot heen able tooblain work,
and wse reduced Lo starvatlon, His
regueat wae denled sand he Jeft,
Two hours Jalet he stupped near
two police «flicere, drew a plece of
brick from his pockel, and hurled it
through Lhe large plate glars window
of a store, Then turning to the offi-
cera he said: I am 1he gulilty party.
1 lctended to bhreak that wivdow,
Now you will have Lo lake me in. An
vmpty stomach Kuows n0 cnneclence,
und thut §a ahout the fix [ am 10, *?

He was arreated, plead gullly (o a
uharge of imaticious mischiel, aud was
went inlg the jall where n shuri tlme
ureviously he had been refused ad-
mission, His reasons for committing
the offenss may bLe loid Juv bis own
worde: ‘I apentall the money [ bad
varved apd I bave Hved mure like &
tramp thun a8 human belDg ever sioce,
Hubyer aud cold made me desperate
enough to break that window, 1 ¢ uld
nolgulsbelterintheprison,anu [ turned
ver in my head whetber I woulu rob
.om- o+® or mnash u window. I
tuougnl ihat the window would be the
best. If [ bwd kpown that tuls win-
uow Wwas 80 costly I would have pent
the brick through a smaller one, I
~sw (be officers when [ threw the
brick, and julended Luey shuuld pee
me. This e bad business I know, but
gturving 15 woree,?’

The operstlons of an industrial sys-
lem capable of wuch an THusiraijun ss
thie, 1o u country like ours, sufficioutly
slamp 16 A8 wrony in eome of jts ma-
terinl aspects, Herv was 8 working-
mag, #0 hunesl Ihat he would commit
s mioor offense with ths sertainty of
imprispnment rather Lthan a more
gérious obe With » chance of esuape,
windl Aven then reglelted bhe had nog
sejected 3 cheaper pane of glass to
brenk, It was had busineer, as he sald,
bul none Wil contraulel him when he
tays that siervation s worse. It is
emurgencies of this Kiod thatl gnvern-

ment should provide for, When 8D
nonesl MAD has exhausied his
mesns ol gaining a Hvelihouwd apd

18 reduced tothe uiiernative ol slarving
or gommitling orime, the alteruative
soould be remoeved by the government
10 ils ow O interest, Such a person ia
ae justly eutltied lo tbe henwvflis of
public charity uptil Be cau bheaset on
v feet npein tinunecially ss nre those
who sre rendered incapsble, by auce,
infirmily, or otbher mweabe, vt honeslly
Jblaining the necessarles of }Mie, Not
every one would make Lhesame cnuice
this man dis, L[t 1s the prevince of
good government to suvpplemeut the
indestrial eystem by mewssures which
wouid exclude the possibility of such n
situation.

BURNS’S TALK AND IDEAN.

Jobn Burny is recognized as a labor
reprasentative in the Britlsh Parlia-
ment. Agesuch he bas besn recejved
with open arme hy the workingmen of
this country, snd wonen atiendivg the
inbor convention in progress Lhie week
at De. ver ha hesy sDuwl BY6LY cOD-
sidersiton apd courtesy. In return for
tos bhowpitality exbiblted toward bim,
ity hua been talklog v lhe Juboriog
men, D:ubtless he considers this his
Juty under the glrcumsiapees, aAnd Do
one wonld wiab to prevent his enjoy-

Ing bimeelf io toat line, for Mr. Burns



