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A GREAT many duties devolve upon
us, of which we have to be con-
stantly reminded. There are no
people within the range ol my ac-
quaintance to whom so much in-
struction has been imparted con-
cerning the various duties devoly-
ing upon them as to the Lafter-day
Baints. The best talent of the com-
munity is at their service. All the
wisdom which God has given has
been freely bestowed upon the peo-
ple without money and without
price; and, as has been remarked
upon this stand repeatedly, there is
an independence about the elders of
this chureh in preaching the gospel
unto the Saints and unto the world
that is not to be witnessed among
the ministers of any other denom-
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President Young. They say
he has a wonderful intellect, that
he is a good orgdnizer, that
he possesses  great execullve
ability and administrative pow-
er, and that through the. gills
and endowments which he
sesses, the works which we sée and
the union that is every where
manifest among "the Lalter-day
Saints, are produced. But we who
are connected with the chureh,
while we do not wish to detract in
the least from the merit which is
due to him as a servant of God and
a faithful laborer in his cause
through all the years of his life
since he first became aequainted
with the truth; while we do not
wish to lessen the merit of these
labors or to detract in the least
degree from them, we understand
principle better than to give the
glory to man. It is God who ori-
ginated and who has preserved
this work, and who has built it up,
and developed, in the hearts of the
children of men, this long dormant
and long lost principle which binds
them one to another as we are
bound together; and there is no
people on the face of the earth be-
fore whom there is =0 bright anmd
glorious a prospect for this life and
also for the life which ris’ to
come a3 the Latter-day 8Saints,

ination. The reason of this is that
the ministers of the Lalter-day

through the blessings of the gospel
which God has revealed.

Saiuts do not live npon the people,
and are not dependent upon their
favor for salaries to sustain them,

We live in a different day to the
ancients. They had before them

overthrow of the work with-which

and there is a conséquent freedom
in discussing measures of a mone-

tary character, for the generil good,
when, under other circumstances,
a dellcacy might be felt.

We read in the Scriptures thut
Jesus Christ, in speaking with his
disciples, asked them whom he,
the Son of Man, was. Peler answer-
ed him that he was the Christ the

Bon of the living God. Jesus then
said to Peter *‘Blessed art thou
Simon, Bar-jona: flesh and blood
hath not revealed this unto thee,
but my Father, who is in heaven.
And I say alsounto thee that thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will
bnild my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it, and
I will give unto thee the keys of
the Kingdom of heaven, and what-
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven ; and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.” Here was
great power and authority given
unto a man. It might be said that
this was one-man power, Peter
having the authority to bind on
earth, aud it should be bound in
heaven, to loose en earth and it
should be loosed in heaven; but yet,
these are the words of the Son of
God unto one of his apostles,

Now what did this authority con-
sist of? Can anybody tell outside
the Church of Jesus Christ? Can
anybody outside the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints under-
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they were connected,

ent promises. These are the last
days, and he has said that his King-
dom shall triumph in the Jast days,
it shall not be overthrown or gointo
the hands of anether people. Our
prophets have been slain, the blood
of saints has been shed, but these
scenes shall not long continue.
There may be other blood shed;
there may be other sacrifices offered
and other requirements of this
kind made, or rather the adversary
may have power to effect bloody
results of
will be short lived. The days of
the triumph of the wicked are num-.
bered. They can not prevail over
this work for any length of time,
It will grow and iuncrease and
spread abroad until it fills the
whole earth, and we and our chil-
dren after us will enjoy the earth
and all the blessings thereof,accord-
ding to the predictions of the holy
prophets. |

JThe prospect, then, before us,
concerning this life is a different
one from that which presented
itself before others who have pre-
ceded us, And the prospects for
eternity are as bright and glorious
as any that were ever presenteéd to
any of the children of men. We
are sent here, for what purpose?
To eat and drink, to clothe our-
selves and to build houses,and to
live and die like the beasts? Is
that the object for which God has
sent us here? By no means. This
is a low view to take of existence.

stand the snying of Malachi, where
he predicts that,""The Lord whom ye
seek shall suddenly ecome to his
temple?’” Do they understand why
temples are built now, or for what
purpose they were built in ancient
days? Can they tell how the au-
thority, which was conferred upon
Peter, was exercised by him, or in
what way it could be exercised b
any man Who might possess it? All
these things are mysteries to the so-
¢alled Christian world, but God, in
his mercy and condescension, has
revealed them again, and as we fre-
gzently say to the Latter-day
ints, and not to them alone, for
this is no monopoly of knowledge,
God has not created a monopoly in
organizing this church, he is will-
ing to extend this knowledge unto
all the inhabitants of the earth,
without money and without price.
It is this which causes the Latter-
day Baints to be so firmly united,
and which makes them willing, if
necessary,to suffer persecution when
it overtakes them. It was this
knuwledFu which bound the an-
olent Saints together, and which
eaused them to endure murtyrdom
gladl and joyfully in view of the
ngs which they knew were in
gtore for the faithful.

While Brother George A. Smith
was speaking, I could not help but
think of the wonderful work that
is being wrought in this generation
among the children of men, in con-
sequence of the power that has been
wiclded through the erection and
completion of temples and the ad-

God has revealed to us, to a certain
extent, the object of our existence.
We are his children—the ehildren
of Deity, with deity and godlike
aspirations within us. We have
these agpirations in common with
all his children, and it is right aund

roper that we should have them.
Jvery mun has a desire to rule,
govern and contr I; some men, to
gratify their ambition in this re-
spect, have trod bloody paths and
bave trampled down their fellow
men in their march to power, and
when attained it has been of short
continuance. But God has revealed
to us a principle by which we can
attain to dominion and power wiih-
out having to do as they have done.
He has revealed to us the gospel,
which tells us that if we are faith-
ful here over a few things he will
make us ruler over many.

Many men wonder how it is
that we can believe in celestial
marriage. We believein it because
it lies at the foundation of all future
greatness, Ifa man rule in heaven
he will rule over hisown posterrity.
The apostle Johnsaid that they sang
a new song in heaven—'‘And hast
muade us unto our God kings and
priests: and we shall reign on the
earth.”” Reign on the earth! This
was the song, Over whom were
they to reign? Over whom more
Pruperly than their families?
I'he authority to seal wives to hus-
bands for time and all eternity is
the authority that is restored hy the
everlasting priesthood, and this is

ministration of ordinauces therein. |
Men wonder hLhow it is that the lat-

trduy Snts ay oo pulted. Toey |

the authority that was given to
Peter, by which children can be
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ronounced upon Abraham, when
he Lord said unto him that, as the
stars of heaven were countless for
multitude, or the sands on the sea
shore could not be numbered, so his
seed should ‘be and he sheuld rule
over them, This was the blessing
which was pronounced upon him,
and it is the blessing that has been
pronounced upon every faithful
man who has lived in a day when
the priesthood was upon the earth.
Why wonder, then, at Latter-
day Saints having this view,
this anticipation? . Why should
they hesitate one moment _1uul
contribute all their meauns to build
temples, and toaccomplish the work:
of God? We should be thankful all
thedayl ong for the blessings which
God has bestowed upon us, and
should be willing to use all our
means for the accomplishment of
his work upon the earth, no matter
what enterprises we may be called
upon to support, whether it be to
build temples, send for the poor, or.
any thing else. | _

Arizona has been mentioned.
The President, in his remarks this
morning alluded to Arizona,and, to
the labors of our piouncering breth-
ren in that Territory. 1 was very
mueh pleased to hear what he said
in relation to that, I am thankful
to see that, in his remarks, there
was no disposition to let up, or to
say, I am in years now, and 1'will’
luy back and take my ease and leave

the_prospect of martyrdom and the [ m3en, who ought to step forward and

But in these | the pioneer in him as much to-day,
days God has given unto us differ | probably,

1is charagter, but they |8

plishing missions by apparent ditli-
culties, how long would it be before
the influenee and prestige which
ought to attend the efforts of the
elders would be lost? We have
had a reputation, heretofore, - of
accomplishing every thing of this
kind that we uudertook. But let
us be fainthearted and we losé our
infuence and power both with Ged
and man, . All our labors have to
be works; of faith. When we are
teld to do a thing, we should go to
work believing, -as Nephi says,
that Ged never gives a command-
ment, unto the c¢hildren of men
suve he prepares a way whereby
they shall fulfil that commanda-
ment. He never yet sent a man to
do a work without giving him
power to aeccomplish it. We can
do these things if we will, We
can build uﬂ the kingdom of God
on the earth, and we can train our
children in the lova of this work,
and we ean surround them by a
wall that-no power can surmount
or break down. I am thankful
that we are thus situated, although
to some the prospects appear
gloomy. Many of our enemies say
that *“‘Mormenism’ is in its last
diteh and it will soon be over-
thrown. I am willing that every
oue should bave that opinion who
wishes, to entertain it.. 1f they
wish to delude . themselves with
such ideas, all right. But Isay to
the Latter-day Saints, we have not

the burden of this'work to younger

shoulder it.” He has the spirit of

yet reached the last diteh; neither
shall we if we will do what we
ought to do and obey the counsel
that bas been given unto us during

a’s he ever had., I am
thankful that God fills him with
this zeal and strength. 1 believe it
wus a true remark, that if he had
been in Arizona there would have
been good places found for settle-
meut. I have no doubt there will
be yet. But there is one thing that
we must understand, that with our
present surroundings, and at least
while in the circamstances in which
we are at preseat plaged, good coun-
tries are not for us.
places in the land we can probabl

et, and we must develop them. 1f
we were to find a country, how
long would it be before the wicked
would want it, and seek to strip us
of our possessions? If there be
deserts in Arizona, thank God for
the deserts., If there be a wilder-
ness, there, thank God for the wil-
derness, as we thanked him for
these mighty ramparts and those
extensive plains which we had to
cross when we came here.
thanked him for them because a
mob could not come,as they did from
Carthage, and take away our

The worst |

these two day s meetings, and that
is given Lo us every Sunday and at
all our meelings. . There is no pow-
er on the faee of the earth that can
withstand our efioris or that can
prevail againstus. We have truth,
unity, temperance and virtue; we
have the power of God, we have
the promises. of the Almighty in
our behalf, and there is no power
that can prevail against a people
who will practise the prineciples
which are taught unto us. :
But 1 will tell you what causes
me, as an individual, to fear—when

dred Yermus come ‘to meeting;
when I see men who ought to be at
meeting attending to their duties
going oif' into the country on excur-
sions; when I hear of their doing
something that will detain them
from meeting and see the meetings
negiected, and the idea growing up
—"*Well, it is a day of rest, I an

We /| tired and weary’'—as though they

could not obtain restin coming to
the house of the Lord and serving
him on the Lord’s day. These acts,

prophet and, the Saints and lail
themn to prison and destray them as
they did then, When we came

I thanked God for the isolation of
these mountains, I thanked bhim
for the grandeur of the hills and
bulwarks which he had reared
around us, [ thanked him for the

this negligence causes fear some-
times to comne into my heart, and I
expect it has the saume eflfect on our
brethren. I deplored; in 'iny feel-
ings, the suspeusion of our forenoon
maeetings. 1 think it isa bad sign.
We had a School of the Proplets
here, to which most of the elders

deserts and waste places of this land: | were invited, and which they at-

and we have all, doubtless, thanked
him many times therefor, and
when we go hence to extend our
borders, we musk not expect to find

tended, That had to be suspended,
Tuese meetings on the ﬁu'uquf
morning  had_ to :be suspended.
What more will have to be_ sus-

a land of orange or lemon groves, a
land where walnut trees and hard
timber abound; where bees are wild

and turkeys can be had for the
shooting. - It is vain fer us to expeci!
to settle in such-a land at the pres-!
ent time. Buat if we find a little
oasis in the desert where a few can
settle, thank God for the oasis, and
thank him for the almost intermin-
able road that les between that
oasis and so-called eivilization,

We expect there will be settle-
ments made through all that coun-|
try. The time must come when the
Latter -day Saints, and when I say
Latter-day Saints I inc¢lude all the
homnest who will yet embrace the
gospel, when the Latter-day Saints
will extend throughout all North
and South America, and we shall
establish the rule of righteousness
and good order throughout all these
new countries.

The President is desirous that a
hundred men, supplied with pro=
visions suflicient to last the winter,
should go down te the southern
country, and bhestow their labors op
building the temple at Nt. George.
If there could not' be good places
found in Arizona for settlegients,
there was a good oportunity to stay
and help to build that temple; and 1t
is to be regretted that the brethren,
although so eager to come back,
did not stay until word could have |
been sent that they might stop and |
help the péople‘of 'the south. If

they had done this they wight have | 8

done a good work, they would have
been on hand for any th

pended or withdrawn? . I have
thought, unless the people of this
City arvouse thvinselves, change
their course and ave inore diligent,
that it might not be longiuntit the
presiding  priestliood © would  be
promnpted to move: from thid: City;
not that the authority of the priest-
hood " will be withdrawn. fhese
things are painful in the chiel cit
of Zion, and they are notsuch in-
dieations as I like to wituess, Yes-
terday there was a4 meeting appoint-
ed; but instead of attending it the
Lretliren were epgaged in haying
and every Kind of labor. They can
do. this, of course, if they wish;
but it doeg not look very well
when a meeting is quninlml, and
the apostles suspend their labors
and come here to teach you, for
you to stay away thiuking yoeur
employments are of such impor-
tance that you cannot spend time
in meeting,, Men and women who
entertain this fecling and take this
course eught to be ashamed of
themselves! It is treating the men
who preside over you with disre-
spect, for which, if you could real-
ize, you woulid be ready to apologize.

You cannot be too careful in rela-
tion to your dutieg, 'This is a day
wlhien every one should be diligeut
in the periormance of duties, anrd
should attend to them strictly.
You should invoke the blessing of
God upon - your habitation, and
upon your children that they may
row up in the fear and admonition
of the Lord, Every boy in this
community should feel that he

led and joined to their parents
ﬁthﬁ% and for all eternify untl

that ht have,
hifm. Suppbse we

ine farther
n ?‘i‘ﬁ - 'uui#fu
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ther wh hjslife than
his mﬁtﬁ n?r nfinTgs n

| see {ifty, a hundred or two hun-

seen around us.,  Mothers, teach
your girls the value of virtue and
chastity. lIunquire into their move-
ments, and guard them as you
would the most ‘jous jewels
which God could give unto you.
Fathers, talk with your sons, and
fortify them ' against temptation.
Let themn flee lust, for I tell you
that, as true as we live, the words
of God will be fulfilled that he
that looks upon a woman to lust
after her shall deny the faith unless
he repents, We know that this is
0. know it by seeing young
men grow up from boyhood in this
church until the present time: I
think about numbers I was ac-
qgaintud with in my boyhood.
Where are they? They have lost
the faith. Elders have lost the
faith. who have taken a eourse of
this kind., It is a damning sin,
and wherever indulged in it ban-
ishes the Bpirit of God. NoO man
can retain the faith without the
Holy Ghost, and no man can retain
the Holy Ghost who takes a course
of this {ind. Be warped of these
things, if you wish to hold on in the
fuith’ and to sit down with the
fathers in the kingdom of God :

Then abstain from lust,and every-
thing which would lead thereto.
No matter how wild and rowdy our
boys may be, and many of them
are so. 1 do not care for such row-
diness and wildness if it is not as-
sociated with unvirtuous actions,
A man may b> as nice, to all ap-
pearance, as a human being can be,

1

so far as externuls are concerned;
and yet if he lack virtue, he is like
a whited sepulchre. God is not
with such a man; and God will
damn this generation for the course
they take in relation to women.
That is their erying, damning sin,

Let us guard against it. Let us
watch our children. ILet us pre-
vent the ingress of crime. Let us
guard our own hearts, and endeavor
to secure the portals of the hearts
of our children that evil sugges-
tions, from whatever source, may
never take root therein.

That God may bless and preserve
us, and deliver Zion from all her
enemies, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen. i

- Gorvespondence,

Brrairam Ciry, Sept. 24th, 1873.
Editor Deseret News:

In examining my file of publish-
ed letters, I discover that two, writ-
ten in Palestine, miscarried. 1 have
nuipies, one of which I enclose here-
witl.

LORENZO SNOW.
PALEsSTINE, March 15th, 1873,
Editor Decseret News:

I was much interested in the to-
pographical appearance of the coun-
try around about Jerusalem. The
city issituated on a broad mountain-
eous ridge, between the two val-
Jeys of Hinnom and Kedron. All

 around, from one to three miles dis-
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¥ ¥long range

tant, are loftier summits, consisting
of irregular broken ridges, varying
from fifty to two hundred feet
above the buildings of the city.
They slope down, forming into
small plains, low valleys, and steep,
rugged ravives, presenting'a pano-
ramic view, Leautiful and sublime.
Along the western horizon runs a
of hiils, about the same
height as that on which the ity
stands, =

Ou the south, some distance from
the city, i~ the hill of “Evil Coun-
cily”® where it is said Calaphas hada
house where the priests and elders
met to compass the destruction of
Jesus; it is now covered with the
ruins of some village. Northwards,
rising conspicuously in the distance,
is **Neby Samuel,” the ancient
Mizpeh, which is distinguished by
its high towers. On the east, about
half a mile from the city walls, the
Mount of Olives rises from the Val-
ley of Jehoshaphat, olive trees or-
namenting its slopes; its suwmmit
crowned by a mosque, with its high
tapering minaret. Some portions
of these hills show little else but
white rocks, projecting from the
soil, which is almost as white as
the rocks themselves; others are
covered with fields of grain, and fig
and olive orchards.

The plateaus and vales are gener-
ally cultivated, and covered with
herbage, and and olive trees.
The ravines, especially the Hinnom
and Kedron, in places are 80 steep
and rugged that nothing is seen,
scarcely, but a few olive trees here

1
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