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REPORTED BY G. F, GIBES,

We assemble together in the ca-
pacity of a conference for the
purpose of being taught concerning
our duties as Lalter-day Saints, as
members of the Church of Christ,
and it is of the utmost imporiance
that when we thus meel, thal we
should bave the presence and &=aist-
ance of the Spirit of God. I should
not dare this morning to arise with
the intention of speaking tv you if I
did not hope that [ cthould have the
aseistance of that Spirit. I could not
of my-elf tell that which is best
adapted to you and to yoeur circuam-
stances, Itiequires the all-search-
ing Bpirit of our God to reveal unto
us, His servants, those items of
doctrine, of instruction, of counsel,
and, if need be;, of reproof and
warning, which will be of benefit to
the Latter-day BSsints who are as-
sembled as we are to-day.

We are living in a momsntous
time. At no period in the history

of the children of God in this dis. |

pensation have evenfs been of
more importance than thoss
which are now tfaking place in
our midst and around about
us, Ihave been exceedingly thank-
ful forone thing. Amid the threats
and menaces and all the attempts
which have been msade againstus to
curtail our liberties, to embarrass
as, and if possible destroy our reii-
gion, one feeling has been upper-
most in my mind, a feeling of
thankfulpess that the Lord our God
in this manner is miiting us to
see the fulfilment crf the words He
has spoken through His servant
the Frophet Joseph Bmith and
through others who have alzo bzen
ingpired of Him. Among the ear-
liest predictions that were made con-
cerning this work by the servants
of God was one to this effect, that
the time would come when we
should nofl only be oppozed by =
small circle, a few individuals con-
fined to a neighborhood, but as the
work should spread and incorease,
the opposition to it would be in
proportion to its growth and its ex-
pansion, until it would not be the
act of the mob, or the acts of mobs
contined to counties or confined to
States, but thai the time would
come that in a unational capacity
blows would be almed at us by the
nation of which we form a par,
‘To.day, my breluren and gisters,
these predictions are being fulfllied
in our esight. Noé one word
that God bss spoEen concerning
this work will fall to the ground un-
faifilled, and the very enemies of
this work, those who are most anx-
jous to destroy ity and to prove the
falsity of its ciaims, are the very in-
straments in the providence of our
Geod, used to fulfll His word and ac-
complish His designs. Do you
think for cne moment that Senator
Edmunds in framing the bill ealied
by his name, or in presenting it to
tue Senate for its aection, had any
idea in his mind that he was an in-
strument in fuifilling the predie-
tions of God through His servant Jo-
seph? Have you any idea that ithe
Houss of Repregentatives in passing
that bill,after it had passed the Ben.-
ate, supposed for one moment that
they were helping to eatablish the
claims of Joseph Smith as a pro.
phet of the living Gud? Or do you
imagine that President Arthar, in
seleciing the five Commissioners to
go to Utah Territory to act in sec.
vordance with the provisions of this
same law,supposed that he was help.
ing in any manner (o establish the
claims of what is called * Mormon-
iang ”’ to divinit{, or that the Com-
missioners themselves, in comin
here, have once thought that they
were playing a pars in the great
drama of the last days, that they in
their sphere were heiping, or are
heiping to establish the truth of this
work, the downfall of which is
sougiif to be accomplished? And
yet these are the truihs connecisd
with this work; these ars the facts,
The man who framed that bill, the
man who intreduced it in the Sen.
ate, the judiciary committee who
passed upon it, the Benate who
adopted the report of its committee
of judiciary and passed the viil, the
House of Representatives who toox
the bill up and made it law, =0
[ar as thelr action was concernsd,

$1and the kingdom of God

have hel
eatablish the truth of the

that these eventa would
suredly take place.

may, contend as
resist this work as

tablishment, contributes

the
Him, to add to His
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ing this Iatter-day work.

other nations, and thst
array themselves =
others have done in the

habitants be left witho

lished in power and in
upon the earth,

them In looking forward

tain ourzelves,
have all we can endnre.

will teat our faith to the

and the President of the United
Btatens whe glgued the Act and whe

appiinted the Commissioners under
it, and the Commissioners them-
seélves who were thus appointed—all
these men in their official capacity
ped, though they though
they were doing the very opposite,to
predictions
of the Prophet Joseph; and of Presi-
dent Young and of the Apostles
who have been inspired of God from | the future as there have been in the
tie commencement of this work un=
til this time and who have predicted

Thus we see that the wrath of
man is made to praise God. The
acts of men are converted to the
glory of God, and fight as they
they may,

they
this work, the foundation of which
God had laid, tbey can do naught
sgalnstit. On the contrary, every-
thinz they do eontributes t» its es-

its divine suthenticity, toshow that
there is an overruling power greater |
than that of man, even the power of
the moat high God, and that He
cau-es the naticns of the earth and
powers of the earth fo

The champlo
of the Edmunds law in the

of Representatsves, some of them
were from the State of Vermont,
(notsbly Mr, Haskell. Representa- |
tive from Kansas, a Vermonter by

Vermonters should be the chlef in-
struments in framing, vrging and

have received =0 many blessings
through men born in the Green

enemies, apparently stirred up by
which their fellow-citizens, men

me2ns, in the hands of God, of es-
tablishing—that they, Vermonters
also, should be sticred up to seek for

forward the same warfare; no ces-
eation, mo letting up, so far as the
hatred of the wicked is concerned,
part only of the predictions of the
Prophet have bean fulfiiled eoncern-

been told from the beginning that
oppozition to this, the work of God,
ehould not be confined to one na-
tion, but that it should exte:d to

gainst us,

continue to-do so until the
earth shall be warned and its in-

ut excuse,
great glory

A great many of ouar brethren
and sisters bave thought,

still think, that we are likely to see
very hard times, as the result of the
attacks now being made upon us.
The hearts of some may slmost fail

ture, anticipating that there will be
such intense hatred and such ac-
tive exertions made against us that
1¢ will be very difficult for us to sus-
No doubt we ghall

the Lord will require us o pasg
throngh and endure orceals that

uttermost,
and i will seem at thmes as though

We Wers shent to be overwhelmed, ! tions, in their ®ocial o®

iTha powers of darkness will gather
around us and everything will look

| 8o threatening, so black and so im-
penetrable, that except to those
who Jook at thece things with the
eyeof faith, it will seem almost im-
le for us to escape. There will
doubtless, many such hours and

many such times in our history in

t!

past. But what ot that? As the
trial may be, so will be the strength
to endure it. There is a wise
desizn of the Lerd our God in per-
mitting these tests to our faith, to
see whether In the midst of gloomy
and threatening surroundings we
shall falter, shall shrink and become
timid and be overcome, or whether
in the midst of this gloom, in the
midet of these forbidding appear-
ances, our faith will atill be strong
in our God, and in the promises, the
precioas promizes, which He has
made to vs. Now we may ealcu-
late upon this jn:t as snre as He has
spoken. : |

There is this that is most extraor-
dinary conn
God_In ¢

most as.

may

to prove

that notwithstandipg all our
enemies shonld do. against us, we
ghould  have: peace, peace shonld
réign In our hearts, peace should

fgn . in. our habitstions, peace
sheuld be In our Jand and broed over
us a8 a people. This is one of the
great promises God made to us in
the beginning. Read the closing
verees of the 45th section of the
Doctrine and Covenants and see
The | what God has

. & - people; that
should be
tory. | when neighbor ‘should rige

at

bor must needs flee to

ftom _th
ouse

combining from every
land, execrations Joading

thing that

muskelry to destroy us,and when it
seemed as though Congress was in
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peace, a  epiritl

we should | good providence of our God, know-

onr nhiel'ﬂ

<8 wWhich God had made to
le. O most wonderfu!! Moat won-
erful exhibition of calmness! Most

the work

were the

this time | that G.d whoes existence so many

in the world deny. A rare ex-

very uttermost,

We have | and sisters, if there is any great

they who
as
past, will
whols

sisterz; you can mnotice it in
children; Presidents of Stakes can
notice it; the Bishop can notice it;
the Bishops’ eonnsellors can notice
it; the High Councilors ars wit-
nesses cof it; the entire body
of Priesthood must see the
exhibition of these qualitles among
the people to thia wonderful
extent. (God be praised forit. I feel
to praise Him from the bottom of
my hearf that He has poured out
upon Hlis people thia spirit of peace.
We have laid down in peace, we
have slept in peace, we have
rizen in peace, we have gone
out in peace, we have come In
in peace, we have prayed in our
families in pesce, we have gone
forth toour iabors in peace, weo bave
returned therefrem in peace; we
have met together in pur assemblies
in peace. The peace of h-aven, the
peace of Almight?' God, has decend.
¢d upon this people, and it has rest-
ed upon them in thelr con t:;ﬂgt*
lopne,

be estab-

and may

to the fu-

No doubt

ected with us a people,.
_ he beginning .mad;:o pro-
praise | mise to us, which has been off re-
glory and to the | peated,
His pn B 3,
selore leaving this subject, ther
is one thing worthy of remark—
have been exceedingly struck with
it. The man who introduced the
law of 1862 was a native snd repre-
tentative from the State of Ver-
‘mont. The man who introguced
the bill of March 224, 1882, was a
a Senator from the State of Ver-
Edmunds. sald concerning
President who sizned that bill was | Zion, - and the promises that are
from the State of Vermont. We/| therein embodied respecting
had another bill passed June 23d,|8as
1874, known as the Poland Law, |other nations
special legiszlation for Utah Terri
The framer of that bill,itsechamplon,
the man who did more than any
other single man towards pushing
it through the Houre of Represen-
tatives, and having it become law,

. m.
when
WA,
8t
neighbor, when every man that will
not take his eword against his naiTh-
Zion
for safety, in Zion there should
| be peace. Now,as I have said,it isone/|
of the most extraordinary features
connected with this work of our
God, that when it seemed as though
the whole power of the nation was
part of the
the air
against the *“Mormons®’ of Utah Ter-
ritory, petitions coming up by thou-
sands, popular prej dice appealing
to popular prejudice and entreating

legislation | theuse of bayonsts, of eannon and |
On the other hand the

man who, in the hands of God, was
the ehlef instrument in laying the
foundation of this great work in
these last duys, the Prophet Joseph
Smith, was a native of the State of
Vermont, and Hyrum Smith, his
brother, whose blood mingled with
the Prophet’s at Carthage jsail, was
also a nafive of Vermont. Brigham
Young, Heber C. Kimball, Erastaus
Snow, the Snow family, Albert
Carrington, the Farrs, the Calls,the | unfailing
Hateches, and numbers of the lead-
ing families in this church were
born in that State. How remarka-

such a mood that it was ready to
pass3 any law or to frame any enact-
ment to accomplish those ends; that
in the midst of all this unreasoning
exciiement, in Utah Territory, in
the breasts of Latter-day BSalnts
wherever they dwelt in these moun-

tain fastnesses or scattered
abroad among the nations of
the earth, there was a epirit of

of
quietude, a spirit of gerenity,a spirit
of calga and undismayed resignation,
awaiting quietly and patiently the |8

ing that in and of themselves they
were helpless to defend themselves
agaiust these attacks, bat having
unshaken confidence in the promis-
is peo-

wonderful exhibition of consistent|ing the Proph
faith! Most wonderful exhibition of
fortitude, of courage, and of unfall-
ing trast in the aimighty power of

ample to the nations of the earth of
the willingness of a people to put
their trust in their God, even to the
Now, my brethren

ullarity connected with us as
people that is moticeableit is this, | ssociated with him. I have wit-|supplement it by His overruling
You ¢an notice It in yourselves; you
‘can notice it in your brethren and
your

—— =

blessing.> Tt 1 beyond price. How
b - price. How
thankful we ought to be, that
amidst all these murderous threais
that have been made against us,
He has given unto us this feeling
which bas deprived us of all fear.
Such a spectacle is unexampled in
the history of the earth and of its
inhabitants, that is in our day.
Look where you will, travel where
you will, mingle with people where
you may, you behold nothing like
this; and thus, God i bearing wit-
ness to the inhabitants of the earth
that Ide is able to fulfl His promi-
#es, to vrotect His people, and to
pour out upon them that piecious
and heavenly gift that 1is
beyond ail price, and they dwell in
it and they enjoy it—their wives and
their children enjoy it; and there is
no fear in the hearts of any faitbhful
man, or woman or child within the
confines of our land or in any of the
adjacent territories where our peo-
le dwell. Why, if we bad no other
| bles:ing than this,it would be worth

e

E

wddition to that, other blessings.
God is teaching as many lessons.

e is teaching us to put our trust in

im. Heis teaching us'that *‘suf.
ficient for the day is the evil there-
of.” Why should we borrow trouble
for to-morrow, &s long as we enjoy

-+

Imdbomdnwn in sorrow because

{ in the mdgt

all the world to us. But we bave,in | g

—t

of domestic affliction; but aside

from that (and even that did not

discourage me) at no moment, when

of the worst contest |
ever engaged in, did I have a feel-
ing of dircouragement eor gloom. I
knew very well thatall that was tak-
ing place was in accordance witn the
plan of our God, with His purposes
and His designs. These things
must he, in order to accompiish the
work of God, in order that every
man may be judged to his
works, and in order that this nation,
as & nation, be held to a strict
accountability for its acts, or the
acts of its representatives. 1 have

nothing, therefore, to regret about

this. My feelings I have expressed
ia this stand since my return; they
were ex by the brethren that
spoke upon these subjects,
Referring to the acts of the Com-
missioners, I am exceedingly thank-
ful for everything that has been
done. I have never desired to see
us a8 8 ple reduced {v the de-
raded level of wicked men and
wicked women; no, not for one mo-
ment. What, my sisters who have

entered into h
iestly garments been administer-

High God in the holiest sanctuaries
that

to-day, as long as we have peace to-
day, so Jong a8 we have the
ence of the Holy Ghost to-day. Let

day in peace. ILet us lay dovn this
| night in peace, putting our trust in
(God for the raorrow. If we thas live
_g:l'Ej_' by day — for it is written that
the just shall iive by faith—if we
thus live dsy by day, [ tell youin
the name of the lLord Jesus Christ
there ia no power upon the earth or
in hell that can d,gtourbthum
the quietude, the perity and
success of this people or interrupt
the progressa of this great and
glorious work of our God. I dare
prophesy that in the name of
Jesus Christ, for I Enow that
At iwﬂl‘ be rtulfilled, every
of it.
hand to accomplish a work, and
that work will rollforth. Men may
die, men may be siain, men may
fall on the right hand and oa the
left, but the column will sfill press
forward, 1t will atill march onward
gatheripg in from every land and
from every unation the honest, the
meek, the lowly, and those who
Jove righteousnesa and who desire to
serve our God. I can truthfully say
I do not belleve that theie ever was
a time when threats were made
aga'nst us, when greater peace and
less fear rested down upon the ser-
vanis of God than at the present
time. I look at our President—I
always did watch the captain of
the sbip wiih peculiar interest,
when on the ocean surrounded by
icebergs or when in the midst of
real storms, as I have been a few

word

|

meanor, aud I faccied, and I think
very co s that I could form a
good idea of our peril by wa ching
him. I have been in storms when
everybody on board, excepting the
Elders, expected to go down. I did
the eame thing when a boy, watch-
et Joseph, the few
opportunities that I had of doing so.
1 did the same with President
Young when he llved. In times of
threatening danger and of anxiety I
noticed the spirit that moved upon
him, as well as its operations upon
myself. I dothe same to-day with
President Taylor; 1 have watched
his beiring and have listened to his
words; and I have taken uoticeof his
spirit, as [ have also of the brethren

neszed but one spirit and felt but
c¢ne feeling, and have had but one
| thought impressed upon me by their
demeanor; and this spirit and the
impression it msakes correspondsex-
actly with my own. I feel that I
am i aceord with him sand with
them, and while this is the case I
feel that there is no real danger for
Zion; that God cur heavenly Father
is still watching over us, and is per-
mitting us to pass through these
trials for an exp«ess purpose. As I
| have already said, the prodictious of
the holy Prophets could not ba ful-
filled unless these thin?ﬂ did
occur. And why should we
shrink from them? Why should
we feel eorry about them?
Why ghould we wish it otherwise?
[ can trautbfully say, that I never
saW a 2ingle moment from the time
that 1 Jeft here to go o Washington
uniil I returned that I felt the least
discouraged, or saything app
ing a feeling of

=

nected with the work of (God;
though, &s you knew, 1 was afio

!
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God has stretched forth His | unless,

.|and the
despair or|submission to the will of Qod, and
¢loom or anything of the kind con-| their resisatance to the decree of ths
al- | Pfagan, the heathen king,
ted | LRt glory will be added to the

eommon prostitutes! My soul re-

the morrow take thought for the|volte at the thought.  And my
things of itself. Let us erjoy this | bretbhren who have in like manner
places and taken upon

goneintoho
‘them sacr covenants,
namge of the Most High G
bave had the hgliest ordinances
that God ever revealed to man, ad-
ministered unto them by that au-
thori'y which He has

in o

« covenants, in -
| sacred places,.'who have in their

¢d to by the Priests of the Most

are upon'the earth, for them to

pres- | be placed upon the same Jevel with

=3 ‘.-?":.' 3':‘-11-:'-.-!‘ o e e i A 5 o S it R B P,

God, and

given—for

them to Pe reduced to the level of
adulterers and whoremongere! God
forbid thst such should be the case.
From the very moment thatl read

that cath (the oath preseribed
‘the Commissioners) I
my heart for it. I would not have
rules changed
of co

re nt the

the people coul

litical interests of
by applying, have

by
anked God in

it otherwise. I would not have the
in the least degree,
our brethren who

them changed; but I did not believe

they could accomplish this, and I
am thankful, therefore, that the
rules were not changed, because
they draw a sharp line of distinction
between the Latter-day BSaints
and the wicked. It sustains
the claim ihat we have made sall
| the day long, that it is cur religion

that is assalled; that it is the sol-

emnization of the holy marriage or-

dinances that the biow is aimed at,

were open to the charge

and not the illicit comnuerce of the
sexes, And I am glad too thatevery
man and every woman that ever
of having

engaged atany time in plural mar-

rlage,
that the rule has been so rigidly

lived in plural marri It is an
honorable disticetion to Lelong to a

are in the same condition;

|

made, and s0 sweeping in itscharac-
times, I watched his eyeand his de- | ter, as to include all who bave

class whose only offence isthat they

marrled women, or married men,

instead of living

tion of God’s Jaw. If there are any
who think they did not act hooora-

together in viola-

bly in thus living, let them ask for-

giveness., If they have done some-

thing they are ashamed of they ean
sue for amnesty. While those who
have done nothing that they are

ashamed of, or that the whole world

should not know of, are reiieved

ing forgiveness,

from the unenviable task of seek-

God is ordering this matter just

right; and if we should 7ail in any

point, He will make it up, He will

power and wisdom. He is watech-
ing our affairs. He knows exaetly
our clrcumstances; and He knowa
exaclly how much we can bear; and
when we have to pass through deep
waters He will be near us; when we
bave to pass through the fire He
will be on our right and on our left
hand. He will not forsake us in our
hour of distress and tribulation,
but he will be nesrer to us then, if
possible, than at any other time in
our lives. Therefore, of all people
upon the face of the earth, we have
the greatest cau:e to rejoice because
of these things.

I was very much strock with some

remarks—1 did noft hear 8!! ef his

disoourse, having been called out to
altend to some business that could
not be postponed—by Brother I.o-
renzo Snow; they struck me with a
great deal of force, I refer to hisal-
lasion to the three Hebrew children

glory that followed thelr

I believe



