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we assemble together in thecatho ca-
pacity of a conference for the
purpose of being taught concerning
our as latter day saints Bas
members of the churachurchi of christ
and it Is of the utmost importance
that when we thus meet that we
should have the presence and assist-
anceanbe of thetha spirit of godgad I1 should
notno tddarodarearoarc this morning to arise wittwith
the intention of speaking totb you if I1
did not chopo that I1 should have the
assistassistance of that spirit I1 could not
of myself tell that which is best
adapted to you and to your circum-
stances it lequires the all search
inzins spirit otof our god to reveal unto
us atsais servants those items of
doctrIndoctrineej of instruction of counsel
anuffanulfand if need be of reproof and
warning which will be otof benefit to
the latter day saints who are as

aias we are todayto day
we are living in a momentous

time at no period in the history
otof the children of god lain thiddisthisthia dis-
pensationpensa tion have events been of
more importance than thosa
which are now taking aluce in
our midst and arouabouaroundnd about
us I1have been exceedingly thank-
ful for one thing amid the threats
and menaces and all the attemptsattempta
which have been made against uaus to
curtail our liberties to embarrass
uaus and if possible destroy durburour reli-
gion one feeling has been upper-
most in my mind a feeling of
thankfulness that the lord our god
inthiaanthiainln tuiathia manner is permitting us to
eeetee the fulfillmentfulfilment cfct thothe words he
hashis spoken through his servant
the prophet joseph smithtimith and
through othersothera who havohave aisoalso apen
inspired of him among the ear-
liest predictions that were made con-
cerning thiathis work by the servants
of god waswai one to effect that
the tunetime would comecomp when wetre
should not only bobe opposed by a
small circle a few individuals con-
fined to a neighborhood butbat as the
work should spread and increase
thathe opposition to it would bobe in
proportion to itsita growth and itsita ex-
pansionpansion until it would not be thetho
notact of taethe mob or the acts of mobs
confined to counties or confined to
states but that the time would
come that in a national capacity
blows would bobe aimed at us by the
nation of which we form a part
to day my brethren and sistersbisters
thebethese predictions are being fulfilled
in our sight not one word
that god nashas spoken conconcerningcornin9
this work Wwillwilill fall to the ground un-
fulfilled and the very enemies of

N this workwora thosethosa who are most anx-
ious to destroy it and to provoprova the
falsity of its claims are the verytery in-
strumentsst in the providence otof our
god used to fulfillfulfil his word and ac-
complishcom his designsdezigns DJda you
chinti for one moment that senator
edmunds in framing the bill called
by his name or in presenting it to
taatae senate for its action had any
idea in hiahla mind that he was anail in-
strumentment in fulfilling the predic-
tions ofgod through kishis servant jo-
seph have you any idea that hothe
housareuss of in passing
thatsanatebill aftenafter it had passed the ban-
ateI1 he1 supposedUPIVed for one moment that
tthey1y Wwereweno helping to establish thothe
claims of joseph smith as a pro-
phet of the living gad or do yyouon
imagine that resident arthur in
selecting thothe fivelive commissioners to

acl go to utah territory to act ini a acsc
cordascocordanco with hethe proviprovisionsBlons of thisthia
bamasame lawlawi supposed that hohe was heiphelp
ing in anyauy manner to etuestablishblishhilgh thothe
claims of what is called mormon
lamiam to divinity or that the com-
missionersners themselves in coming
here have once thought that theythoy
were playing a part toin the great
drama of the last days that they in
their wore helping or aroaretretro
helpinhelpingiv to establish the truth of this
work the downfall of which is
bought to be accomplished andyet thesethose arearo thothe truths connected
with this work thebetheeo aroara the facts
the man who framed that billsbill thutho
man who introduced it inlu the son
ate the judiciary committee who
passedpa sedaed upon it the yonata who
adopted the report of its committee
ofaf judiciary and passed thethet bindilbis thothe
house of who took
thothe billpill up and made it law so80
far as their action was concerned
and thothe president of tho ununitedcited

whoeho blanks thetho act aaliaad whwho

the commissioners under
it and thothe commissioners them
wiveselvea who were thus appointed all
these men in their offommofficiallelal capacitycapaoltyelty
have helped though they thought
they doing the very oppositeetoto
establish the truth of the prediepredictionsalons
of the prophet joseph and of presi-
dent young and of the apostles
who have been inspired of god from
thethae commencement of this work un-
til this time and who have predicted
that these events would most as-
suredly takotake place

thrathua we seegee that the wrath of
man lais made to praise god theacts of men are converted to the
glory of golgod and fightlight as they
may contend as they may
resist thisthia work aaas they majmay
this work the foundation of which
god had laid atey canpan do naught
against it on the contrary every-
thing they do contributes to its es-
tablishmentcablish nent contributes tb prove
its divine authenticity to show that
there isiennleanan overruling power greater
thanihan that of man even thetho power of
the mostmoat high god and that hecauses thothe nations of the earth and
the powers of the earth to praise
him to add to his glorystory andano to the
ac lish ment of his purposesbesk

before leaving this subject laere0re
laIs one thing worworthythy of remark r
have been exceedingly imrij gildil with
it the man who introducedIntroducea the
daiy of 18621882 was a native fundfind repre-
sentativelentasenta tive from the state of ver-
mont the man who introduced
thethib billbijl 0ot march 1882 was a
a senator from the state of ver-
mont senator edmundsEdmundsi thepresident who signed that bill was
from thetha state of vermont we
hadhail another bill passed june
1874 known aaas the poispolapolandd larlawlaspecial legislation for utah territoryterritory
thetherl framenframerfiamr of that billits champion
the man who did more than any
otherotheral singlengle man towards pushingshing
it through the homehouse of represen-
tativestatives and having it become lawlave
wagwaa a representative fromtomlom jhthofhestate of vermont the champions
of the edmunds law in the house
of representative 4 some of them
worewere from the state of vermont
notably mr haskellhasken representa-
tive from rankankansassm a9 vermonterVermonter by
birthbirth it Is a remarkable thing thatvorVcrmontera rhouldshould be the chlofchief in-strumentsst in framing urging nudand

passage of legislation
against us oaon nienhethefie other handband the
man who in the hands of god was
the chief instrument in laying the
foundation of this great work in
these last days the ProphetTprophet josephoseph
smith wabwas a native of the statastate of
vermont and hyrum smith his
brother whose blood mingled with
the prophets at carthage jailjallJ ma was
also a native of vermont brighamyoung hoberheber 0 rimHimkimballballbail erastus
snow the snow family albert
carrington the farrsfarts the Calls the
hatches and numbers of the lead-
ing families in thisthia church were
born in that state how remarka-
ble it ia13 Iss it not that we should
have rezorezereceivedived EOso many blesblegblessingssingsaings
through men born in the green
mountain state andsud that our chief
enemies apparently stirred up by
the adversary to destroy the work
which their followfellow citizens men
born upon the samebame sosohBOH were the
means in the hands of god of es-
tablishingtablishing that they vermontersVerVcr
also should be stirredsalfred up to seekbeek for
its destruction

we may expect from thilthia time
forward the samebame warfare no cea
bation no lettingjetting up so far as the
hatred of thothe wicked is concconcernedemed
A part only of the predictions of the
prophet have bean rulfulfulfilledfilled concern-
ing this latter day work we have
been told from the beginning that
opposition to this the work of god
should not babe confined to onoone na
tion but that it should ested to
other nations and that they whoarray themselves against us as
others have done in the pastypast will
continue todoto do sogo until the whole
eartheaith shall bobe warned and its in-habitants be lettleft without excuse
andaad the kingdom of god be estab-
lished in power and in great glory
upon the earth

A great many of ouroar brethren
and sisters havebave thought and may
btstill11ll think that we are likely to seevery hard times as thothe result cfef theattacks now being made upon usthe hearts of some may almost tailfailthem in looking forward to the fu-ture anticipating that therothere will bobe
suesucsuehsuch intense hatred and such ac-
tive exeresereexertionstlonationa made against
atwilit willI1 be very difficult for us to sus-
tain ourselvesouraelves no doubt we shall
havebave all we can no doubt
the lord will quirorequirere usits to10 paspa s
through and endure ordealordeals8 thatwill testteet our faith to thothe uttermost
andmud it will heem at times as though
VMft ereers0O RVut to bbs d

thebe howerapaw ersors of darkness will gather
around us and everything will tooklook
aa threatening so black and so im-
penetrable that except to those
who look at thoethee things with the
eye of faith it will beemseem almost im-
possible for us to escape there will
be doubtlessdoubtlestes many such hours and
many such times in our histhistoryporyjory in
the futuresfuturaas there have been in the
past but what ot that As the
trial may babe so will be the strength
to endure it there it a wise
destindesign of tho lard our god in per-
mitting these teststeats to our faith to
see whether in the midst of gloomy
and threatening surroundings we
shall falter shall shrink and become
timid and be overcome or whether
in the midst of thiathis gloom in the
midst of thesethebe forbidding appear-
ancesfinies our faith will sall be strong
in our god anand lathein the promises the
preciousprecioua prompromisesloves which hehd has
made to us now we may calcu-
late upon thisthib luytjust as sure aaas he has
spoken

therothere is this that aa most extraor-
dinary us iia people
gadatigad in the bebeginning made a pro
misemiss to us which hahas been oft re-
peatedpea ted that all our
enemies do against us we
should haver Pepeaceneaceac peace shouldagn jnin burbunour hearts peaceperce shouldragn in ourours habitathabitationslonsions peace
stislishaulaouidquid be in ourund and brbroodod over
us isas a people this is one of the
great promises god made to us in
the beginning nealreal the closing
verses of the section of thedoctrie and covenants and see
what god has baidsaid concerning
zion and the promises that are
therein embodied respecting us
aaas a0 people that when
other nations should be at war
when neighbor should rise against
neighbor when every man that will
not take hiabis wordamorda iagainstforist hishig neigh-
bor ennst needsneeda fleeflea to zion
for safety in zion there should
bebp peace I1 have baldit Is one
ofor the most extraordinary features
connected with this work of our
god that when it seemed as though
the whole power of the nation was
combining from every part of the
land execrationsexecrations loading the air
against the mormonscormonsMormons of utah terr-
itory petitions coming udbyup by thou-
sands popular brej dicedlce appealing
to popular prejudice and entreating
theuhe useuye of bayonetsbayonsts of cannon and
musketryibusinusketry to destroy usand when it
seemed as though Concongressgressgresa was in
such a mood that it was ready to
pasa any law or to frame any enact-
ment to accomplish those ends that
in the midst of eilell this unreasoning
excitement in utah territory in
the breasts of latter day saints
wherever they dwelt jnin these moun-
tain fastnessesfastnesses or scattered
abroad among tiietiletle nations of
the earth there was a spirit of
unfailing peace a spirit of
quietude a espiritspirit of serenitya spirit

and undismayed resignation
awaiting quietly and patiently the
good providence of our god know-
ing thatlast in and of themselves they
were helpless to defend themselves
against these attacks bat having
unshaken confidence in the promis-
es which god had made to his peo-
ple 0 most wonderful Mostmoat won-
derful exhibition of calmness most
wonderful exhibition of consistent
faithe most wonderful exhibition ofifortitude of0f courage and of unfail-
ing trust in thetho almighty power of
ththatat gdGA existence so many
in the world deny A rare ex-
ample to the nations of the earth of
the willingness of a people to put
their trust in their god even to the
very uttermosti

now my brethren
and hiateelatesistersrs if there is13 anysay 9greatgrealreatrest
peculiarity connected with uus9 aaas a
people that is noticeable it Is thisyou cau notice it in yourselves you
can notice it in your brethren and
sisters youyon can notice it in your
children presidents of takesstakesS can
notice it tho bishop cahcan notice itt
thetho bishops counsellorscoun can notice
itt thetha high councillorscouncilorsCouncilors ara wit-
nesses of it the entire body
of priesthoodPr must see the
exhibition of these qualities among
thothe people to this wonderful
extent god boba praised d forfort itt I1 feel
to eralso nimhim from the bottom of
my heart that hohe has pourpouredad ououtt
upon his people thisthia spirit of fescepencepcnce
ve have laid down in peacepence we

havehava slept in peace
1I woiwo have

risea inla peace wave havebave gonegona
out inla peace we havohave como in
in peacepence wo have prayed in our
familiesfamil tebtea in peacepence vowe have gone
forth to culcui p birsbors ina peacy ivaevo eavehave
returned in peace weve
havebave mot together in mirnur
in peace the peace of hb avenaveni the
peace of almighty gougoo has
ed upon this people and it 110114 rest-
ed upon them in theirtheirli eoricori0 rega
milos in aldr vocial P RM e

godGA hhas given unto us this precious
blessing it is beyond price how
thankful we ought to be that
amidst allail these murderous threats
that havebave been madeamademaden againstgalust us
hego has given unto us this feeling
which hasbaa deprived us of all fear
suchbuch a spectacle is unexampled in
the history of theeartathe earth and of its
inhabitants that is in our day
look where you willwiil travel where
you will mingle with people where
you may youyoa behold nonothing likeilke
thisthle and thus god is bearing wit-
ness to the inhabitants of the earth
that 1heIs is able to fulfillfulfil his aromi
eesbes to protect his people and to
pour out udonunon them that preciouspiepi ciousclous
and heahesheavenlyVinly gift that is
beyond ailall price and they dwell in
it and they enjoy it their wives and
their chilchiichildrendreu enjoy it and there is
no fear in the heartsbearta of any faithful
manmam orpr woman or child within the
confines of our land or in any of the
adjacentcent territories where our peo
pieisaddwellwe if we had no other
blessing1 ing ihthann thisie would be worth
allali the world to us but we have in
addition to that other blessings
god is teaching as many lessons
heUs is19 teaching us td put ouroui trust in
himnim heire is teaching us that suobuosuf

forthefor the days the cyllevil here-
of

there-
of 11 why shouldhilfil0bild iw ur00 row trouble

d

for lo16tomorrowmorrow fias anlongiongg aaas wewil enenjoyOY
todayto daydaj Rass long aaas Wwe hahaveV

phpeaceeacence to
daysyrayr BOso long aaas wewd have tthe pres
eneeenle of uheiho holy ghost todayto day let
the morrow takelake thought for the
things of itself let us enjoy this
day luin peace lifuslet us layjay do wnvilvii thisthle
night in peace putting our trust idiri
god for the morrow if we thus live
0daydavtty by day 7 for it isji written that
the just shall live by falthfaith if we
thus luveItye day bby day I1 tell you in
the fiamename of the lordjordJ ord jesuisjesus christ
there is no power upon the earthcarth or
hiin hell that can disturbesturb the peace
the quietude the prosperity and
success of thibthu people or interrupt
the progress ofor aniathis great and
glorious work of our god I1 dare
prophesysV that infa thathe baingname of
jesus chrict for I1 inknowow that
it4 will bobe fulfilled every word
of it god has stretched forth his
hand to accomplish a work and
that work will roll forth men may
die men maypay be slain men may
fall on the right hand and on the
left but the column will still press
forward it willvill estill march onward
gathering in from every land andarid
from every thetho honest the
meek the lowly and those who
loveiove righteousness and vhotho desire to
serve our god I1 can truthfully sayeay
I1 do not believe that there ever was
a time when threats were made
against us when greater peace and
jesslera fear rested down upon thetha ser-
vants otof god than at the present
time I1 look at our president I1
always did watch the captain of
the ship with peculiar interest
when on the ocean surrounded by
icebergs or when in the midst of
great storms as I1 havehavo been a few
times I1 watchedhishisoyehid eyeoye and his de-
meanor andandl I1 fagfaLfanciedcled and I1 think
very correctly that I1 could form a
good idea of our peril by wa chchinging
him I1 have been in stormastorms when
everybody on board excepting the
eiderseldera expected to go down I1 did
the hame thing when a boyboyi watch-
ing the prophet joseph the fowfew
opportunities that I1 hadbad of doing so
I1 did the same with president
young when he lived in times of
threatening danger and of anxiety I1
noticed the spirit that moved upon
him as well as its operations upon
myself I1 do the samebame todayto day with
president taylar I1 have watched
hisbis beiningbearing and have listenlistenedcd to bibbis
words and I1 have taken notice of his
spirit as I1 havohave also of the brethren
associated with him I1 havohave wit-
nessed but one spirit and felt but
one feeling and havohave had but one
thought impressed upon mome by their
demeanordameanorandand this spirit andendantanit the
impression it makes corresponds ex-
actactiejy with my own I1 feelfed that I1
am in accord with him and with
them and while this is the case I1
feelfeed that there is no real danger for
zion that god ourcur heavenly eatherfather
is still watching over us and is per-
mitting us to pass through these
trials for an express purpose As I1
have already baideaid the of
the holy prophetsProphatshata could not bobe ful-
filled unless thesathese things did
occur and why should we
shrink from them chy should
wowe feel sorry about them
why should we wish it otherwise
icanlean truthfully say that I1 never
saw a single moment from the timotime
that I1 left herehure to go to washingtonashingtonNV

until I1 returned that afeltI1 feitfelt the least
discouraged or anything approach
ing a0i feeling of despair or0
gloom or anything of the kind con-
nected with thothe work of god al-
though asfes yryouvouU kimg I1 wag afflicted

and bowed down in sorrow because
of domesticdomeatlo affliction but aside
from that and even that did not
discourage me at no
in the midst of the worst contestcon teattest I1
ever engaged in did I1 have a feel
ing of discouragement or gloom I1
knew very well that all that waswaswaa tak-
ing place was in accordance withwl tn the
plan of ouroar god with hishla purpurposesposespotes
and his designs these things
must be in order to accomplish thutheth
dorkofwork of god in order that every
man may be judged according to his
works and in order that this nation
aas8 a nation maybemay bo held to a strict
accountability forfon its actssets or the
acts of its representatives I1 have

therefore to regret about
this my feelings I1 have expressed
id this stand sincebince my return they
were expressed by the brethren that
spoke upon these subjects

referringireJRe ferring to the acts of the com
I1imnam exceedingly thank

adl for everything that has been
done I1 havuhave never desired to beeeee
us as ait people reduced to the de-
graded level of wicked men and
wicked women no not for one mo-
ment what my sisters who have
editenteredered into holy owcovenantelianteeriante iiiin
sacredcrad placeglacis who have in their
priestly garigarlgarments been administer-
ede 16to by faid priests ofdf the most

god in the hollestholiest sanctuaries
that aroareare upOn the earth for them totd
be placed upon the bamesame level with
cimmoncinamon prostituteel my soul re-
volts

re-
volta atpt thethie thought and myiny
brethren who have in likolike manner
ggegonekone inintoto holy places and taken upon
tthemem sacred covenants in the
name of the mostbloat high god and
havebave hadhaj the hollestholiestholiest ordinances
that god ever reyrevrevealedealed to man ad-
ministered unto bemthem by that au-
thority which he has given forfoz
them to bo0 reduced to the level of
adulterers and whoremontre god
forbid that suchbuch should be the cabecaie
from the very moment that I1 read
that oath the oath prescribed by
the commissioners I1 thanked god in
my heart torfor it I1 would not have
it otherwise I1 would not have the
rules changed in the least degree
unless of course our brethren who
represent the political interests of
the people could by plyingapplyingab have
them changed but I1 diddia not believe
they could accomplish thibthia and I1
am thankful theredorethere foreforr that the
rules were not changed because
they draw a sharp line of distinction
between the latter day saints
and the wicked it eusrubsustainstaina

I1 the claim that we have made all
the day long that it is cur religion
that is assailed that it is the sol-
emnization of the holy marriage or-
dinancesdinances that the biowblow laIs aimed at
and not the illicit commerce of the
bexessexes and I1 am glad too that every
man and every woman that ever
were open to the charge of having
engaged at any time in plural mar-
riage are in the samefame condition
thattha the rule has been so rigidly
made and BOgo sweeping in its charac-
ter as to include all who have
lived in plural marriage jtit iaIs an
honorable distinction to belong to a
class whose only onnenoffenoffenseoffencecelbcelsis that they
married women or married men
instead of living together in viola-
tion of godagods law if there are any
who think they did not act honora-
bly in thus living let them ask for-
givenessgiveness if they have done some-
thing they are ashamed of they can
suebue for amnesty whileohlie those who
have done nothing that they are
ashamed of or that the whole world
should not know of arearo relieved
from the unenviable taskfask of seek-
ing

beek-
ing forgiveness

god is ordering this matter just
right andandjejf we should jailfail in aryanynry
point hohe will make it up he will
supplement it by his overruling
power and wisdom he iais watch
ing our affairs he knows exactly
our circumstances and hohe knowsknova
exactly how much wowe can bear and
when wowe have to pastpasa throughtb rough deep
waters he will be near as when wowe
have to passpabs through the firenire he
will be on our rightnight and on our left
hand hohe will not forsake us in our
hour of dlalresa and tribulation
but he will be nearer to us then if
possible than atdt any other time in
our livesjives therefore of all people
upon thothe face of the earth we bhaveave
the greatest causo to rejoice because
of these things

I1iwaswaswab very much struck with some
remarks 1 did not hear all efof his
discourse having been called out to
attend to some buolbuilbusinessness that could
not bobe postponedpostponedbyby brother ijolorenzo snow they struck manis with a
great deal of force I1 refer to hishia al-
lusion to the three hebrew children
and the glory that followed their
submission to the will 610 god and
their resistance to the decree ofor thethaagann the heathen king I1 balisco
elteld glory willwil kefee addaladded totd


