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quinea goodly number have assembled to our
conference to transact business ina church capa-
city we shall first present and attend to the
business and then to such instructions teachings
exhortations ac as may come before tilethe con-
ference
I1 I1 think there are quite a number of brethren
present who have lately turnedreturnedic from their
fields of labor we would like to have them come
jolo the glaudelandd and we will give them the privilege
of occupying a portion of the timelime I1 think br
jacob hoftHolThoffheinsheins has notriot been on the stand since
his return and I1 see several others who have not

we shall first present the authorities of tlelletle

church to the conference tillsthis morning though
such has not been our general practice I1 believe
the brethren are pretty much in read inessa rid b ave
all got heirtheir guns ready for shooting we will
first attend to the business so that if it Is neces-
sary to0 o repair to the kenyons we can do so

I1 do not know hohoww long we shallshailI1 hold this con
ierlerferereerweeroe and therefore no one need to ask me
there is a timelime for all things and I1 never saw a
better time than now to secure potatoes and oiherother
crops and thus do our preachpreachingi in the season
thereofhereof and digdigginggine potatoes in ttheZe season thereof

andi could almost wish that our conference
would be dismissed this morning and all hands
go and secure the potatoes squashes corn ac
I1 we have heretofore spent a great deal of time
in conferences unmolested and wewesshallliall again have
a great deal of time to spend in this capacityty undis-
turbed we must havahave what is gogood for us that
which puts us in mind and brings to uaus principles
that are free should we live in peace year after
year how long would it be beformbefore we would be
glued to the world our affections would be so
fastened to the things of the world that it would
be hard for us to spend a liitle time in conference
it would he hard to go on missions it would be
contrarycontiarylary to our feelings to attend to anything but
our own individual conconcernsconceriuscernscerus to make ourselves
rich

altoltaItit seemsseema to be necessary for the lord to bring
itthisis people into circumstances to show them that
tthee things of this world are mere nothingness in
theintheir present state are but a shadow they are
todayto day andard tomorrow they are not this showsstows
to us that all things pertaining to thistills world are
subject to changechangca and such changes as we cannot
control we find that kings are raised up and
emperors placed inin power and then they are
hurledburled down we see men who are popular
wealthy and lichilch become poor history and our
own experience proves all this and that riches
take the wings of the morning and flyaway to-
day we are rich tomorrowto morrow we are poor next
week we may be rich and the week after poor
again it is the lord that gives and the lord that
takes away and it is a blessing that we have the
privilege of this experience in our present con

at ourselves run own experience
and we will discover that ourselves curour neighborneighbors
our friends our acquaintances and all people do
not always know when they are happy in other
wordstv itif you could crowd an individual or a
acom into heaven dahout experience it
would be no enjoyment to them they must
khowknow the opposite heythey must knowenow how to con-
trast isim order to prize andarid appreciate theha corefcomfortort
and happiness the joy and the bliss they are ac-
tually in possession of can you realize this
howflow many there are who will exclaim if I1 had
but have known it I1 was happy in such a situa-
tion how happy I1 might have beeniebe I1 had only
known that I1 was happy

you will seeeee individuals who are aaseasyj and com
fordablefortable thatI1 would like to change their situa
eions and when they change they find that they
have changed for the worse they then turnfurn
round and say howflow happy I1 could havelave been if
I1 had known how to appreciate my own happi-
ness I1 had nothing to annoy me I1 was in com
fordablefor table circumstances I1 enjoyed good health I1
hadbad all that I1 could ask for to make life desirable
but I1 did not know at the time that I1
odtheof the comforts of life

t Is that thehe experience of any of you I1 know
chavitthat it is of a great many of you then learn
to be happy when you have thetha privilege for
many years we have had the privilege of living
litritin peace aridand making ourselves comfortable I1in
these valleys of the mountains and do you re-
collect that but a short time agoago it seemed asis
thouthoughI1h almost every one had wawandered his own
way T the people had almost forgotten and lost
sight of the principles of truth and righteousness
of the religion that we have embraced and the
whole plan of salvation they had almost lost
sight of the reredemptionemption of the nations of the
earth and each one had turned to his own way
can you recollect that situation of the people

we have reason to be thankful that we have
foriforsakenforaken aridand turnedreturnedle to the lord
in a great measure but we are still far from be-
ing as we should bee taking every individual
though the great majority of the people are do-

linging the best or about as well as they know how
this I1 believe with all my heart and they feel
very anxious to live so that aney can enjoy more
arldand more of the knowledge of god they ardare
very anxious to know how to obtain more of the
revelations of 3jesusesus christ and some ardare fearful
that the rnoplepeopleopleopie are not doing right and that they
do not live UDtid to their privileges

some ofor the brethren were conversing in my
officecace the cheroher day and I1 discovered that a part
of them badhad a great anxiety for usns to know more
of godliness audand baibad a feeling that this people
must do better must more str atly refrain from
evil and walk more humbly before their god
1 said to0 o them brethren I1 will take you for an
ecampexample18 with myself and I1 tell you for onsona
that I1 dod not knownow how to do any better than I1

do and if the lord wants me to do any bette hebe
mustroust let meroe know it for I1 cannot do any better
of myself can you say the same they said
they could so it is with the people the most of
them are doing the best they know how there
are a few who sillsin andana a few will do wronwrong do
things that they ought to be ashamed of they
are scarce but there is once in a while one of
that class in thistills community and we expect that
there will be just so long as the wheat and the
tares grow together there is once in a while
oneona that we would like to be rid of would love to
have leave us and this community

it is astonishing that any should prefer to act
wickedly and yet therehere is a reason for all this
we expect it at least idoI1 do I1 look for it I1 do not
look for anything else but thathat there will be tares
in thetile field until the time of burning I1 will
just say for your concorconsolation and mine that
I1 think the field is now pretty well wed out
though the roots are here and they will spring
up occasionally and once in a while things
are done that are di gracelgraceigracefulul some will do
things that the devil would be ashamed of and
would notriot think of doing but I1 am thankful
that there are but few of that class here and
I1 prayray that thetho evils may be lessened and that thetile
pepeoplePpl may be purified before thetiie lord

it is truth it is gods truth it is eternal truth
if people did but know it that it is much better
tobeto be honesthonesttoto live lierehere uprightly

11
and forsaforsakeke

and shun evil than it is to be dishonest it is the
easiest path in the world to be honest to be up-
right before god and when people learn this they
will practise it itif they could only believe tillsthis
it does appear to me that they will forsake every
evil practicepiaplaoliceclice every evil thought and banish hemthem
from their minds and try to practise virtue
and truth andarid 0too live in that way that they will
overcome every evil disposition and live so that
they can control their reflections and that their
reflections will tend to virtue truth and bollholi-
ness for this is our privilegeviege until we be-
come pure in ourcur hearts andard find that the prin-
ciples of righteousness dwelldivedivi ll within us then
as it was said by savior to his discipledisciples he will
be in us a fountain of living iiwaterlater springspringingipg up
into everlasting life

i that is the principle ilieuse fountain that jesus
our elder brother dwells in and we can have the
same privilege of overcoming binsin in ourselves
until we havehavolave no desire to do anything but right
no desire only to build up his kingdom upon the
earth and have tilethe spirit of tiiefile lord jesus to be
ininusinnsus a fountain of living water let usu do so
andarid thereby be prepared for every emergency
that shall comocome upon us

let ugus secure our crops I1 feel to exhort the
brethrenbretlbrell iren tostotto secure their crops so as to be ready
if our enemies come upon us to defend ourselves
let us obey our officers not loving the world nor
tilethe things of the world above our duties the
the lord will prepare the way and provide all
things necessary for us and if we suffer a little
it is good for us if we uffersuffer for food for rai-
ment it gives us an experience that we will know
howbow to appreciate the comfortecom forta of life when we
have them in ourpur possession

we will attend to the business of the confer-
ence first anddd then dismiss until afternoon

after putting the motion for himself to be sus-
tained as prophet seer and revelator the pres-
ident lemarlremarkedeed

I1 will say that I1 nevernevar dictated the latter part
of that sentence I1 make this remark because
those words in that connection always made me
feel as though I1 am called more than I1 am de-
serving of I1 am brigham young an apostle of
joseph smith and aloalsoal o of jessjesus christ if I1
have been profitable to this people I1lamiamam glad of it
the brethren call me so and if it be so I1 am
glad
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brethren and sisters I1 can truly say as others
have said that I1i have been edified during the
conference and greatly benefited by the spirit
that has been made manifest and the testimony
that has been borne by the brethren it has
cheered my heart and I1 have not bad- a better
time for years

weve have great reason to rejoice notwithstand-
ing some people might think that we have reason
to mourn but I1 do not think so neither do I1
think feel so I1 think there is but one
feeling and that is peace and jpy notwithstand-
ing all the appearances that areareire around us we
have abundant reason to rejoice for we have some-
thing to rejoice about and in ifit we comprehend
our positposition0 whichhichi 1I have no doubt the great
inmajorityajoi

I1 ty ddo0
wee have hadbad the privilege of embracing the

gospel of salvation and inasmuch as we have
embraced it with honest hearts it haslias been salva-
tion to us and what is there besides this that we
should rejoice in or that should make us rejoice
for my partpartyartl I1 feel as has been expressed bybty
some of the brethren who havelavelove spoken from this
stand that this gospel contains all that I1 desire
consequently I1 have no feelings nor desires to go
outside of it simply because it bestowsbestons upon you
andmid me everything that will do us good and that
will save us all that is outside of it will damn
us in time and in eternity consequently we have
no need of that which is outside of this king-
dom

ifI1 weunderstand the principles of truth as we
should we shall have no desires to go after any-
thing but what is right simply because it would
do us an injury therefore it will be well for us
to examine ourselves abdaad know whether the prin-
ciples that are in our bosoms are of god if they
are they will bless us in timetima and exalt us iuin all
eternity if they are not they willbewill beba an evil to
us in time and as longiong as we have them in our
bosoms consequently 15it would be well for us to
know something about ourselves end what wro

have in16 our bosoms and the principles that we
practise from day to day continually i

we professpross to0 o be saints to have received the
gospgospelelofof salvation and if we have embraced it
with pure motives it 13is salvation to us andarid that
too at the presentprent time when we look at the
world we find them talking about being saved
butalibut allail the salvationsalvati they are looking for isis a long
way from this winchwhich I1 think will be the case
but we receive the gospel forfon the purpose of be
ing ved it proposes salvation to us on the on-
setsety atut the commencement and from that day to
all eternity

itif we do dotnot embrace meithe principles of life and
live by them we do not partake of thehie princi-
ples of salvation atit thetile jimetime we received them
but if we live by them they continue to save us
from that time onward

for instance when vewe heard the sound of the
gospel it proposed to us that we should have thetiie
ambf ailieatlieime spirit that was poured out upon his ancient
saintsaints upon his disciples this was the doc-
trine bathat his servants declared to us when we
received their testimony we went forward and
were baptized for the remission of sin and what
followed I1 willvi illili tellfellyouyonyou whatehst followed weve
wereveremere enabled to baar testimonynonynany that we had re-
ceil ed the truth audand wee obtained thereby a
knowledge that our fathercathernFathernin heaven lived that
hishig son jesus christ had boenbeen crucified for the
sins of the world

but did we notdot discover that we wereware saved
saved from ignorance that hadbad b 66our
minds we had received something that we did
notriot before know we conidcould then i jolcejoice in the
truthlruth when lleileliethe wholev hoe world were in darkness oilon
ebisibis subject andarid what farther9 why therethele was
one truth after another made manifest to us one
truth after another revealed well itjf we have
embraced truths that havehaebeheetieu made mani-
fest we have received tilehie blessings that arare givenv
from timehiir to timetune yeses from the time that we
embraced them up to thetha present and they havehav e
saved us

the gospel requires us to be honesthonet to oarour
god to ourselves to our brethren we should
not steal wevie should not commit adultery andarid
there are a great many things that we should not
do and that the principles of eternal truth would
forbid if we had not among us any who com-
mit anysiny of these sinscintin those evils would notgot be in
our midst ifit the principles that dwell in the

I1 bosom of our god were in us we will do nothing
under any circumstances that we know to be
wronwrong

wenwhen some mens evil deeds are discovered
they will say that they did not do the evil with
which they are charged thethey will deny it this
is a mark of the greatest degradation and infamy

evils are of two classes and what are they 7

first people do wrong because they do notriot know
how to do right second they doto wrong because
they are didisposedased to do wrong and do you not
see that inin either case they are wrongs we are
not half as well saved as we should be conse-
quently to be saved we want to learn to know
what right isis if we areara dishonest aridand vvanivanwantt to
do wrong we are wicked nevertheless it isis
wrong both ways and we are not saved by pur-
suing such a course

you know it is said that in the last days thetha
knowledge of god shall cover theeartathe earth as the
waters cover the great deep we callcan bear testi-
mony that the spirit of god isis poured out upon
his saints we see it day by day aridand from time
to time and we are increasing inin the knowledge
of the truth

inasmuch as weve are trying to be saved we are
all the time increasing inin the principles of truth
we are continually treasuring them up andarid vve
can abseuse them for our benefit

we may easily discodiscover that a person cannot
use that which he has not got helie must fustfirst
learn a principle before lieha can act upon it well
if we do not know the truth the best way is to
get somebody that does know to lead us and per-
haps by diligence we may arrive at tilehe know-
ledgeled ge thereof this has been a course of safety
pointed out to the saints from the beginningt and
it is the seme now

when we have learned one truth we are pre-
pared to learn another for every truth seems to
unfold some other truth when a matter is13 pre-
sented to a person who has a knowledge of a
great many truths let himfilm compare itt withith thetile
many truths that he knows andarid they will agreeagree
for all truth will agree if it isis not truthruth it will
come in contact therefore the more truths we are
inin possession of the more keys we have to ttetest
other truths by and the I1longeroner we live in this
way thetile more we know of our father and the
principles that pertain to his kingdomI1 and the
lessles dispositiondispoaltion we will have to do wrong wowe
will be more inclined to do right and to carry out
the principles off his government weave will do
this because it is the safest and bestbet course to
pursue hence if we have a disposition to be
blest and savedgesaved we shall be disposed to take this
course

I1 feel rejoiced inin one principle that tseer see mani-
fest

1

among the saints inm these daysday and that isitaisa

the principle of union of course we have as a
community always been more united than any
other people but we still come short of that full-
ness of union which should exist among us but
I1 consider that we have done first rate

it isis an easy matter to do right if wawe only pur
sue the right course at least I1 llavelave always foundfou rid
it so I1 never had any di to be agreed
with those I1 was associated with the way that
I1 am united with my brethren isis simply thithis I1
caiencalencalculateiatalata to adopt the same policy that the lord
manifests through his servants that have rightaright
to dictadictateteinetaineme I1 do not calculate to have any-
thing inin my heart that isis not right then you see
there will be no difficulty if I1 pursue thistins course
to be united with my brethren that preside over
me

I1 have been a member of the church over 25
yearyears and I1 have been preaching all the time at
least I1 have been a preacher therltharl have been
a pra ashing all thetha time or not I1 havebave neverniever seen

the time but I1 have always found those who werewerl
leading me to babe right and 1 have never seeriaeetiseen the
timetimotimeoutbut I1 could bear testimony that they were
right for I1 knew it by theille spirit of god that waswag
inin me I1 knew it was tilethe paulee ofolevery0 every
saint to have this knowledge

when we are agreed and live our religion we
are prepared to receive the blessings that arearp

touredpouredpoured out upon us we cannot claim tiletiie bless-
ingsgs thatbat are in store for us except we pursue
a course tatblat will put away all ourdur sins and in-
iquities far from us

I1 donotdo not saysav that I1 am perfect but I1 can say
this thing that I1 never intended to do a wrong
tilingthing I1 have done the best I1 could to be
sure I1 have been away from this place most of
tilethe time among the wicked at least I1 term themthein
wicked they say they seek after god and every
thing that pertainstosito godliness but if ever I1 was
glad to get home among the saints it was this
summerhummer

I1 have thought that the spirit that isaaislaisamenamong
thistills people and thefile quiet feeling that seems to
prevail when difficulties are approaching was
most heavenly andaad I1 have sometimes felt and
queried as to whether I1 did not feel too well
but when the brethren have been pouring out
their ferdferifeelingsings from thisbis stand I1 havebavelave felt to re-
joice I1 feel that we have got further along than
I1 thought we had before I1 came back bereckherehene

I1 hadbad been lookingI1 for the time of deliverance
but I1 did notcot expect it so soon but I1 know it
cannot comecomo too soon to meet with a hearty wewel-
come I1 have been throughgli some of the difficul-
ties as somegonne others have saidsaldsaisaldandand can tell you in
all that I1 have passed through from the beginning
I1 have felt paid as I1 have gone along I1 have al-
ways felt that tilethe course to do nightright was the
best andarid that there would bsb tilethe most joy and
happiness in doing right

so far ass- our enemies are concerned I1 feel
about them precisely as our brethren have ex-
pressed themselves I1 do not fear them but I1
feel that the lord will take care of his saints and
of his kingdom all we have to do isis to do as
we are directed undand all will be well I1

A great number of the elders have beenbeell on
missions and we havelave beenbieu bearing testimony to
the world of that thistills is the kingdom of
god that god hasbas set his hand to recover the
house of israel we havelave been bearinghearing testimony
of this and we still continue to bear it and the
spirit of god flows into our hearts when we tes-
tify to this have we any fears that the lord
is not abieabla to deliver hisliis saints we ought not
to havelave any

I1 will tell you how iveelI1 feel it is best for us to
do right and there will be more salvation flowing
to us through doing right than pursuing any other
course this is the course of salvation what-
ever our heavenly father dictates that is thothe
thing for us to do whether it is to fight or let it
alonealoie I1 have been in difficulties where there
actually was fighting where the saints had to de-
fend themselves against their enemies but thethetha
time hadbad notriot comelorbiorfor us to take the stand that

1 wewe have now taken but the lord directed mat-
ters then aridand he is directing matters now we
have seen biffidifficultiescurties from the beginning ffrom the
time that the lord established his kingdom0 upon
tilethe earth unil the present time

every person that has a portion of the spirit
of god can see tile manifestations of tilethe power
of god from the time that the kingdom was estab-
lished until the present we have no need to
fear for the kingdom but it is for us to do our
duty and then all will be well with us

I1 do not wish to occupy time I1 thatbat should be oc-
cupied by my brethren I1 sayray that I1 feel well I1P
never fetfelt betterletter nor never hadbad less fears of our
enemies than I1 have at the present time

that we may live BOso as to be sanctified through
the truth that we may secure salvation in this
world and in that which is to come is my prayer
in the name of jesus amen
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I1 do notnov allow myself to make any apologies
when I1 get up to speak because it is against my
feelings it is against my principle

I1 have listened to what br lorenzo has said
and I1 have liltfeltfeit well it is my desire if I1 suggest
anything toio suggest that which is profitable
whichft ilichillch will do good Langlanguagenagenige is too frail to ex-
press the rich sentiments of the hearts of thetho
saintsaints tongue fails to utter the glory andaud the
pleasures of the kingdom of god it cannot do it
language fails there is a display of the holy
spirit in the u that surpasses all lan-
guage it cannot be told it is past being told or
describedescribeda this is right it is as it should be for
lanlaDlanguageguage asis poor the best we know of is poor

I1 am not precisepreciselyJy like some of our elders who
think that unless somebody isis talking all the tima
that nobody can be edified it is aguetrue that wewa
come together to be edified by hearing each other
speak but when a body of people cozecolecome together
that body should bring the agencyagency of the holy
spirit with them and I1 drink of tilethe fountain of
intelintelligenceilllil ence whether anybody speaks or not

we have prayed many years we havelave sought
many years for the blessings which we now be-
gin to enjoy

I1 feel to rejoice in these things I1 feel to bs
glad at the prospectsprospects that are begebefore us I1 feel to
be gladgiad and wwhatever may be thetile result of thathe
present crisis Tr am glad in my beartheart I1 never felt
so in myray life and it is not me alone but it is thetho
whole people of the saints I1 believe that in thiathis
thing we all feel pretty much in the same spirit
I1 know that osas long as we dwell in mortality it isin
impossible for us to obtain that happiness which
is in store for the sanctified it isia impossible for
me at the presentpresetit to obtain and retain the fullness
of that pure spirit that I1 wish to obtain

Wwe dwell inin impimpureimpureureare elements in an atmosphere
that is and hmhu beedbeen corroding from the beginbegins


