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natives of it, but foreiguers who
came here from remote parts. We
slso know that we were led here
by a ruler, whose subjecis we all
were, wbo returned to hls country,
and after » long timme came here
again and wished to tuke his people
away. But they had married wives
and built houses, and- they would
neither go with him uor recoguize
him as their Kiug. Uherefore he
weut back. We have ever believed
that those who were of his lueage
would come ani cliim this laud as
his anud us as his vassals. From the
diregtion whence you came which
is where the pun rises, and from
what you tell me of this great lord
who sent you, we belicve and think
It cevtain that he is our natural
ruler especially siuce you eay that
for long time be has knowu ahout
us. Therefore you may feel certain
that we shall obey you andshall re-
spect you as holding the place of
that great lord, and lu all the iand I
rule yon may give what orders you
wish and they shall be obeyed, and
everything we have shall be put at
your service. And since you are
thius in your own heritage and your
owa house, tuke your ease and rest
from the tatigue of the journey and
the wars you have had on the
way.?”?

ftAll uver the coutinent the samu
legeud i8 found. 1n every case a
hero in remote ages taught the
people laws, povernment and the
arts of life, in every case he was
white aud beurded and in every
case he went away promising to re-
turn, The uvuiversality of the bellef
uroused the curiosity of the mission-
aries, some of whom held to the
beliel in the Hebrew origin of the
uatives, while others—particularly
the Catholic misslonaries in Bouth
America—thought the beliel could
be traced to 8t. Chomess, who they
thought must have visited the
American continent and taught the

ple the rudiments of the Chris-
tun religion.

“The few Indinns of the Weat
who haveseenthe Messinh, describe
him as a white man with 8 beard.
This has been referred to as a proof
that the whole thing is a humbug.
Bnt realty it is proof that the myth

retaing ite integrity im spite of
time and the influence of the
whites. It is said that one chief,

8ittiug Bull, the Arapaboe, saw
him; he displayed holes in his
handes and feet proving himself to
be Christ as the Bavior diu when
he met doubting ‘Fhomas. This,
however, i8 an addition due to the
knowlege the savages have acquired
of Christianity.

#In some of the American re-
ligions this Messiahic hope was the
central idex. In Mexico the Mes
siahs name was Quetzalcoat]l, in
Peru Virachocha, in Yucatan Kuk-
ulcan. The word Lenape, the
pame of A Delawure tribe, is gaid to

shave esoteric meaning, ‘the man
comes;? at any rate the legend was
found amopg them in perfection.
[t ia probable that the same story
ean be found in the mythology of
"every trtbe on the Amerlean conti-
nent.

“The Messinh legend, or, as it
ought to be called, the culture-hero

myth, is uot the only belief enler-
tained by the American Indinns
which is wouderfully similar to
those of other lapds and which bear
puzzliug resemblance to the Chris-
tian truditions. An old Ojibway
chief, ou being told some Bible
storiea by a mussionary, sald: *The
book must Le irue, for our ancestors
told us similar stories geueration
after generation since the earth was
pew.? This tribe had a legend of
elht or ten brothers thie youngest of
whom was fuvored hy his father and
by the pods. His brothers were
evilly disposed and tried to slay
him. He was rescued by an inter-

ition from the other world and
ived to heap coals of fire upou their

hends. He gave them corm nrinci-
Eally and relieved their hupger
roughton by a famine. The story

is wouderfully like that of Joseph
and his brethren,

“*Liot’s wife is alsu found among
them. RBhe looked back upon her
burning village and was turned to a
pillar of stone, The Chahtas had a
legend of their wanderings. It is
now bulieved that the ancestors of
the Chahta tribes were the Mound
Builders of the Ohio Valley and
migrated from their old home not
more than 800 years ago. Their old
men tell that in btireir wanderings,
after they left their Obhio home,
they were guided by a pole which
they saw flonting in the air before
them, leaniug fu the direction they
were to go; when night c¢ame the
pole stood upright indicating the
place where they should sneamp. It
was a prosaie reproduction of the
pillar of c¢loud which guided the
[sraelites over the wastes of Arabia.
Circumeision was practiced among
the Egyptians, Arabs and Persians

and there are  Amerivan tribes
who practice the same rite.
The minute ceremonials pre-

seribed by the Levitical lnw for the
purification of women after child
birth have many parallels among
the tribves of North America. The
Teraelite might uot eat certain ani-
mals; neither may the Americaus.
Benr meat is forbidden the Navajos;
the buaver was forbidden the Os-
nges, while most Southern tribes
heid the wolf unclean. The Israel-
ftes had no conception of the resur:
rection of the body, but believed
that the dead mau’s spirit went
to the uuder world, where he led a
gloomy existemece. This wunder
world—the place of departed spirits,
called in the old translationes ‘‘heli**
in the revise! sheol—is found among
the Tudians. It was reached by the
spirit after n Jong aud trying
Jjourney. and at its end, before the
spirit was admitted, he was obliged
to fighta feroclous dog. This dog is
a favorite in the uuderworld Jegend
ot almost all people. Milton adopted
the legend of Cerherur in his great
poem. The belief in resurrection
of the body & not entertained by
theIudians. A tribe of Oregon In.
dians on Leing toll of it by a mis-
sionary went in multitudes to a
cemetery where were gathered
many oftheir dead aAnd piled stoues
upon the graves in orlder to prevent
the departed from returning. They
greatly fear a dead man’s spirjt, and
shudder at the thought of hia re-
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appearanege. 1t must be remembered
that the cuiture hero, whose return
they look for so eagerly,did not die.
*‘He weul away’® jsthe form used
to desoribe his disappearance, and,
therefore, he is to be welcomed
a8 o living man come as u deljv-
erer.

“A curivus variation of the Mes-
sinh myth ia found among the Al-
gonkin tribes wherethe culture-hero
appears under a pame implying
that bhe ie o cheat, or a liar. Mr,
Leland thiuks that he got 1his pame
becauge after creating the world and
getting his people started on the
right path he had gone away, left
them toall sorts of misfortune and
had not kept his promise to returp,
But a survey of related customs doen
not bear put this explanation. The
same deity isdescribed as a disreput-
able individual by the Chippewas
and other tribes. But his bad repu-
tation arizes not from the ideas en-
tertaiued by the Indians, but be-
cause of the ipnability to find a suit-
able English word to translate the
Indiau epithet. The hero was 3
savior and benefactor. He fought
in belhalf of his people, but his
greatest Successes were wob by
menns of hisa magie skill, by whic¢h
lie deceived his euemies and thus
was able to circumvent them. He
was n diplomat, an astute and tricky
word carpenter, but his astuteness
and trickery were employed in the
good ¢ause and hie people therefore
beld him in honor.

“There are many other legends
of the Amerienn Indians and re.
ligious rites and practices which are
sturtlingly like those which we have
all been accustomed to consider ag
tlie peeuliar property of the peculiar
pecple, but it is pretty well settled
that there are no peculiar people,
but that all tribes go through the
same stages of culture and display
the same forme of religious and
sociul customs. This Messiah craze,
although no doubt suggested by
some wily white mau, would never
have taken so strong & hold upon the
minds of the savages did it not
harmonize with their owu beliefs,?*

.THE UTAH COMMISSION.

Iu their report to the Becretary or
the Interior, the Utah Commissiop-
erssay: ‘‘“The Commission believes
that the electiou (February) was a
fair one and has no doubt that the
Liberal party fairly won the day,?»

Of the school election they say:
“Op the 14th day of July, schoog)
elections were held in Bait Lake,
Ogden and Prove, resulting at the
former place in the choice of reveu
Linerals and three People’s party
trustees, thus giving the control
of Balt Lake City schools to fhe
Liberals or anti-*‘Mormonse.”

Coming to the August electioh,
they say: ““In the August election
which was general throughout the”
Teiritory,for commissionera to locate
upiversity lands and county and
precinet officers,the result wasagain
favorahle to the Liberals in 8alt
Lake courty, they electing their
ticket with the exceplion of re-
corder, sherlff and treasurer,” and
in ageneral way they report as fol .
lows:



