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natives of it but foreigners who
came here from remote parts we
also know that we were led here
by a ruler whose subjects we all
were who returned to his country
and after a long timetime came here
again and wished to take his people
away but they hadbad married wives
and built houses and they would
neither go with him nor recognize
him as their king therefore he
went back we have ever believed
that those who were of his lineage
would come and claim this land as
his audand us as his vassals promfrom the
direction whence you came which
is where the sun rises and from
what you tell me of this great lord
who sent you we believe and think
it certain that hebe is our natural
ruler especially since you say that
for long time he has known about
us therefore you may feel certain
that we shall obey you and shall re-
spect you as holding the place of
that great lord and in all the land I1
rule you may give what orders you
wish and they shall be obeyed and
everything we have shall be put at
your service and since you are
thus in your own heritage and your
own house take your ease and rest
from the fatigue of the journeybourney and
the wars you have hadad on the
way

all over the continent the same
legend is found in every case a
hero in remote ages taught the
people laws government and the
arts of life in every case he was
white and bearded and in every
case hebe went away promising to re-
turn the universality of the belief
aroused the curiosity of the mission-
aries some of whom held to the
belief in the hebrew origin of the
natives while others particularly
the catholic missionaries in south
america thought the belief could
be traced to st thomas who they
thought must have visited the
american continent and taught the
people the rudiments of the chris-
tiandan religion

the few indiansindiana of the west
who have seen the messiah describe
him as a white man with a beard
this has been referred to as a8 proof
that the whole thing is a humbug
but realty it is proof that the myth
retains itsite integrity in spite of
time and the influence of the
whites it is said that one chief
sittingbitting bull the arapahoe saw
him he displayed holes in his
hands and feet proving himself to
be christ as the savior did when
he met doubting thomas this
however is an addition due to the
knowledgeknow lege the savages have acquired
of christianity

in some of the american re-
ligions this messiah ic hope was the
central idea in mexico the mes
slabss name was Quetzalquetzalcoatlcoati in
peru in yucatan

the word lenape the
name of a delaware tribe is said to
havehava esoteric meaning the man
comes at any rate the legend was
found among them in perfection
it is probable that the samesam storyestory
can be found in the mythology of
every tribe on the american conti-
nent

the messiah legend or as it
ought to be called the culture hero

myth is not the only belief ententer-
tained

r
by the american indians

which is wonderfully similar to
those of other lands and which bear
puzzling resemblance to the chris-
tian traditions an old ojibway
chief on being told some bible
stories by a missionary said the
book must be true for our ancestors
told us similar stories generation
after generation since the earth was
new this tribe had a legend of
eight or ten brothers the youngest of
whom was favored by his father and
by the gods his brothers were
evilly disposed and tried to slay
him he was rescued by an inter-
position from the other world and
lived to heap coals of fire upon their
heads he gave them corn princi-
pally and relieved their hunger
brought on by a famine the story
is wonderfully like that of joseph
and his brethren

I lovslots wife is also found among
them she looked back upon her
burning village and was turned to a
pillar of stone the Chachastaslitas had a
legend of their wanderings it is
now believed that the ancestors of
the chubka tribes were the mound
builders of the ohio valley and
migrated from their old home not
more than years ago their old
men tell that in their wanderings
after they left their ohio home
they were guided by a pole which
they saw floating in the air before
them leaning in the direction they
were to go when night came the
pole stood upright indicating the
place where they should encamp it
was a prosaic reproductionaction of the
pillari liar of cloud which guided thefaisraelitesraelites over the wastes of arabia
circumcision was practiced among
the egyptians arabs and persians
and there are Americanamerican tribes
who practice the same rite
the minute ceremonials pre-
scribed by the law for the
purification of women after child
birth have many parallels among
the tribes of north america the
israelite might not eat certain ani-
mals neither may the americans
bear meat is forbidden the navajoscavajosNavajos
the beaver was forbidden the Os
ages while most southern tribes
held the wolf unclean the israel-
ites had no conception of the resur-
rection of the body but believed
that the dead maus spirit went
to the under world where he led a
gloomy existence this under
world the place of departed spirits
called in the old translations hephell
in the revised is found among
the indiansindiana it was reached by the
spirit after a long and trying
journey and at its end before the
spirit was admitted hebe was obliged
to fighta ferocious dog this dog is
a favorite in the underworld legend
of almost all people milton adopted
the legend of cerberus in his great
poem the belief in resurrection
of the body is not entertained by
the indians A tribe of oregon in-
dians on being told of it by a mis-
sionary went in multitudes to a
cemetery where were gathered
many of their dead and pliedpiled stones
upon the graves in order to prevent
the departed from returning they
greatly fear a dead mans and
shudder at the thought of hisbis re

appearance it must be remembered
that the culture hero whose return
they look for so eagerlylydiddid not die
I1 he went away is the form used
to describe his disappearance and
therefore he is to be welcomed
as a living man come as a deliv-
erer

A curious variation of the mes-
siah myth is found among the al
conkin tribes where the culture hero
appears under a name implying
that he isif a cheat or a liar mr
leland thinks that he got thisibis name
because after creating the world and
getting his people started on the
right path hebe hadbad gone away left
them to all sorts of misfortune and
had not kept hisbis promise to return
but a survey of related customs does
not bear out this explanation the
same deity is described as a disreputed lareau t
able 1 individual by the Chippchippewayewas
and other tribes but hhisIs bad repu-
tation arises not from the ideas en-
tertained

u
by the indians but be-

cause of the inability to find a suit-
able english word to translate the
indian epithet the hero was a
savior and benefactor he fought
in behalf of his people but his
greatest successes were won by
means of his magic skill by which
he deceived his enemies and thus
was able to circumvent them
was a diplomat an astute and tricky
word carpenter but his astuteness
and trickery were employed ipin the
good cause and his people therefore
held himfilm in honor

there are many other legends
of the american indiansindiana and re-
ligious rites and practices which are
startlingly lirelike those which we have
all been accustomed to consider as
the peculiar property of the peculiar
people but it tois pretty well settled
that there are no peculiar people
but that all tribes go through the
same stages of culture and display
the same forms of religious and
social customs this messiah craze
although no doubt suggested by
some wily white mau would never
have taken so strong a hold upon the
minds of the savages did it not
harmonize with their own beliefs

THE UTAH commission

in their report to the secretary of
the interior the utah commission-
ers say the commission believes
that the election february was a
fair one and has nodo doubt that the
liberal party fairly won the day

of the school election they say
on the day of july school

elections were held in salt lake
ogden and prowprovo resulting at the
former place in the choice of seven
liberals and three peoples party
trustees thus giving the control
of salt lake city schools to the
liberals or anti cormonsmormonsMorDI w

coming to the wet election
they say in the august election
which was general throughout the
tej commissioners to locate
university lands and county and
precinct officersofficerethethe result was again
favorable to the liberals in salt
lake courty they electing their
ticket with the exception of re-
corder sheriff and treasurer and
in a general way they report as fol
lowsiowa


