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editorials
AT ISSUE ON PRINCIPLE

timTHE attitude of thothe mormonsMormons toito 1i

ward the government is magnified
into averya very important qquestion by
small 1 statesmenn andhild superficial
writers A cocommunity ofaof a hundred
and fifty thousand people iss talked of
as hostile to the united states
and fa a manner asag though the
whole niftyfifty millions of the countcountryrys
population ought to be awakened to
a sense of immimminent danger mea-
sures are called for to suppress the

growing power of the mormonscormonsMormons
and irhif a few of them happen to cross
the line of this territory to make
farmsfarma on the publiopublic domain wwherehere
they can have more land and room
for their maturing families a tre-
mendous din is the consequence
and one not acquainted with the
simple facts might from the
uproar that the 11mormonscormonsMormons were a
mighty host marching forth to con-
quer and establish hostile domdominion
inha all the regions round aboulabout

this ia really ludickludicrousous con-
sideringsi our numbers when
oomcomparedpared with the population
of the united states and our un-
armed and condition in
contrast wilh the power and forces
of thetho government and still more
so when it is seen that there are no
more peaceable quiet mind their
own business and lawaw abiding peo-
ple in the country than these same

rebellious sedseditiousidous and ter-
rible mormonscormonsmormons 11

1

As we I1havehava repeatedly shown
there is no law of the united
but one that can be cited by ouiour

stota give color of consist-
ency to theirthein charges 040 mormon
resistance tto the laws the simpsimple
truth is that the latter day saints
believe in the divinely revealed doc-
trine of celestial marriage which
includes the plurality ofbf wives andand
that some of them put their faith
into practice also that for some
years past thetherere haslias been a law on
the statute booksbookek of the unitedistates makingailingn plural marriagearriagopa an
offense punishable by fine and imimss

ahat then does
this form any neasonreason for the fuss and
feathers that fill the arair every now
and then and the invocation of the
whole power of the government to
put down mormonismnf it is one
of the silliest popular outcries that
was ever taken advantage of by
needy politicians or seedy adventur-
ers

the matter lieslles in a very small
compass the lawlawf of ga has been
pronounced by the supreme court
valid and constitutional but the
mormonsMormons do not aannounce their
assent to this ruling As a matter
of fact they are not convinced of its
rightfulness either from a moral of
a legal standpoint what is to be
done about it will all the force
and fury that editorial incendiaries
seekbeek to invoke alter the position
not at all you cannot change
opinions by bayonets nor convic-
tions by artillery neither perse-
cution nor prosecution will make
any dimerencedifference in our faith or our

and then we havehavea a
perfect right to our conclusions
even the ruling otof the supremeine
court on this matter left uaus this
right onooneone indeed that no power on
earth or in hell can deprive us of
that decision declare I1 and affirmed
our liberty to believe what seemed
rirightbt to us on thisthia subject well
we firmly believe that the supreme
court was wrong Is that 19 treason
Is that rebellion does that call
for national vengeance some of
the of the highestjudicial
body 1inn the land on this question
were to us arrant monnonsensesense thewthey
had not the remotest logical bear
ing on the main point in dispute
we consider we have good cause for
our dissent against the conclusions
arrived at and whether we have or
not the right remains to us to reject
the rulinrulingg ass a matter of belief

but it will here be urged al-
though you may think as you please
about the rulingcl you must not vio-
late the law well supposing that
some of thothoseae persons who are not
converted by the ruling do break the
law what then the answer
law must take its course and the

must be punished as
the law prescribes very good
we find no fault with that
we merely say suspend punish-
ment until after conviction and do
not convict except upona

apon adequate
proof let this law bo enforced as
othuother laws are enforced there is no
need for any special excitement about
it no reason why the usual rules otof

evidence should be set aside bojusno jus-
tification for twisting or ignoring
one law in an intemperate desire10 to
execlexecuteto another

we notice that some papers are
anxious to get tilethe mormonsMorAlormonsymons to
make somebome declaration as to their
standing on this subject the
cleveland herald for instance
asks that one lawjaw havnhaving been
decided constitutional wilwllwillif the

mormonscormonsMor mons cocontinue at issue with
it on principle that is a question
for each mormon to decide for
himself or herself so far as we are
individually concerned we can saksaysaybay
that on principleI1

1 011 we are ecatat
issue with the decision and shall
remaremaininsoso until some moremote valid and
tenable arguments than were offereded
by the court are advanced in its
support for instance we cannot
seesee that because the government
has a right to shapslapsuppresspress the suttee it
followslowslowb that it has the right to sup-
press plural marriage in one case
the fundamental rightrigie to life is in-
vaded in the other no human right
I1is touched we fail to see tha logic
of thethib supreme courts conclusion
ahatthat because it is leclerlegallyrally wrong to
take life it is Nlegallygally wrong to pro
duduocor evolve ilfelite this ig only one
point in the ruling but it
our position we think that the
constitution protects us in the free
exercise of an establishment of our
reijorelioreligion1 on which does not interfere
mitvitwithh the right any one and only
affaffects the parties and as-
sentingI1sen ting there are a great manytny

who hold tile same 0opinionpinion
not a few outside of our church as
well as a large number inideins de

but we know well enough what
the berald and other ts wantwan t
us todoto do they would like us to give
them a pretext for theirthian outcries
they wish us to say unequivocally
whether or not we intend to break
the law of 1862 As to that we are
not authorized to speak for any one
else that is a matter jorfor every per-
son to decide on his own convictions
how can we tell the intentionsintention of

i

others unless theythem tell thethemm them-
selves further gurour personal anten
tensionstentions are notnobnobodys business but
our own it is only overt acts that
the law can take cognizance of tilethe
subject then is simple we have
the full and perfect legal r to be-
live anything for or against plural
marriage that commends itself to
our judgment and conscience if
we believe the doctrine right and
proceed notwithstanding the law
folo 11 show our faith by our
works we must risk the conse-
quences and stand ready totd endure
the penalties but neither law nor
morality nor religion nor common
sense requiresres us to help those who
are authorized and paid to enforce
and execute the law against us

all the clamorclamon and furore and
foolishness that elevate this question
into the dignity of a national dadangerligerriger
will not alter the simplicity and
really small proportions of the sup-
posed problem that some wise
men are so much puzzled over
and sufsuisupposepobe some zealous nornoimor-
mon marries two wives loveloves sup-
ports and careseares for them educates
theintheir children and obeys all other
laws but the one in question howhowsS
thetho government or any other
man going to be injured by it if
the pluralist does not happen to be
convicted and punishedI1 for his prac-
tical issue with the law on princi-
ple

EIGHT TO ONE

promFROM a dispatch to the cincinnati
rimetime star it appears that ex
governor emery liashas been visiting
new york and that he has bebeeneinlin
talking to a newspacer reporter
about utah there isnis nothingothin im-
portant to the public either in the
ex governors travelstraveis dr the racofact
that he has been interviewed in-
deed the gentleman is not of any
particular importance since his re
tirement from office but we are a
little interested in what he is report-
ed to have said concerboncerconcerningning utah and
its institutions part of the conver-
sation is given to the prpressess as fol-
lows

how aboutt the present law on
the statute books prohibiting poly-
gamousgamous marriages

it Is not enforced
chhywhy
the law needs to be modified

utah requires a general marriage0law to which all must conform one
realonreason why we cannot enforce the
present law is the difficulty in prov-
inging these polygamous marriagesmarriages0the juries are so made up thattiethat the
mormonscormons outnumber the Gengentiles
eight to one

it is quite likely that emr emery
isIA incorrectly reported

are not over particular with either
the language or the ideas that
they attribute to their vic-
tims but if the gentleman gave
any such statement concerning
the makeupmake up of juries in utah he ut-
tered a grossgros fabrication hohe was
not mistmistakenakemakew he knows better he
was here too longjong and was too fami-
liar with the laws local and nation-
al concerning this territory to be
deimldelmideceivedved he is well aware that the
truth isaIs the jury system of this
Territerritorytori is not of Amormonformon ar-
rangementrangement but is prescribed by
congress also that any suchsuehuchfuchf dis-
proportion as that declarddeclaredelard to exist
is next to impassible and furtherr
that in many instances gentilesgentGeni lieailea
outnumber mormonscormonsMormons on juries
and jnn some cases through the pecu-
liar rulings of the courts juries are
composed entirely of gentiles all

mormonscormonsMormons being excluded a easecase
of this kind exists this very day in
the third district court

we refer to this point in the al-
leged remarks of mr emery in or-
derd that people not acquainted with
the facts may not baledbe led astray by
the frequent mistakes of theoressthe press
on this subject by the provisions
of the law of congress commonly
called the poland bill the jury lists
in utah are each composed of two
hundred names one hundred select-
ed by thivthipth clerk of the district court
and taken from the gentile popu-
lation the other liundredhundred selected by
the probate JL dge and taken from
the Imormon population thus
although the mormonscormonsMormons outnum-
ber the gentiles about eight to
one the latter represen-
tation on the jury lists

theilThellthe liststandand the box into which
the names are put the drawing and
the whole management of the em
paneling of a jury are in the handsbands
of gentile official the pro acuecu
ting officers the judges tilethe mar-
shal and his deputies are gentiles
so that controls
almost the entire business of the
courts and it is tha grossest kind of
misrepresentation to intimate that

mormon influence has anything
to dewithdo with the conduct of utahjuris-
prudence

particularly is this so in regard to
trials for polygamy at the miles
cascaseease the latest on record and there
have only been one or two others
every mormon was excluded from
ththe ejuryjury what then can be thought
of mrair emerys statement
in this connection showing9
the i difficulty of enforcing
the anti polygamy law that on ju-
ries the mormonscormonsMor mons outnumber the

gentiles eight to one it is pos-
sible that he the relative num
berof mormonscormonsMormons to gentiles as
eight to one and it was naturally
supposed by the interviewer that
the same proportion would exist on
the juries ifoifeho has either ben anis
understood by the report eror he has
hailenfallen into the same course of posi-
tive ffalsehoodaIsealsehood as his would be 11illus-
trious

us-i
successor
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RETURNING TO FIRST
principles

eilerd hayehave been a few most excel-
lent social partlepartie in this city during
thetile present winter in which both
old and youngyoun could participate
and where ladies and gentle-
men not possessed of a super-
abundance of this worlds goods nor
willing if able to attire themselves
inn fashionable raiment could mingle
inin the happy throng and to sweet
and merry music join in the old
fashioned dances thatathat placed
under the ban by the best people of
tilethe times

this has a to first
principles very gratifying to those
who delight in order combined with
liberty and recreation regulated by
decorum real enjoymentt has been
obtained without excess and genu-
ineineino pleasureleasure free from anything thattendstends to after sadness the dance
has ended at midnight and the
whirling embracingmbracing violent

exercise with its many objec-
tionabletio features has been conspicu-
ous by its absence

more ofbf such partipartestolesto the exclu-
sion of the and boisterous
hoe downs that have been too com-
mon would be a beneficial change
we do not however wish totp en-
courage dancing of any kindhind to an
unreasonable extent A ball should
be but an occasional relaxation lo-
cal theatricals lectures readings
and similar entertainments contain
more of the elements of instruction
and tend more to refinement and
general improvement than moving
gracefully to musical strains and
should be enjoyed in moderation
everywhere among our people

the idea has been suggested of a

grand ball conducted after the gen-
uine old IMormormonmonwon fashion in
which plain people can meet and
enjoy a plain dance and social con-
verse in the theatre of this city
we think it would be wellvell patroniz-
ed and be very enjoyable if the
project iais to be carried out it is time
that some arrangement should lebe
made the prospects are good for
allan early spring and when thathatt
fairly opens dancing times
will iebe overoyer for the working
folks unless it be the and
sprightly who can work all day and
dance allali night without feeling or at
least acknowledging great fatigue
meshallwe shall take pleasure in announcing
the idad fashioned ball in the theatre
and in noting the progress of the
movement backward which is
really progress after all to the sim-
ple 1 pleasantpleaileastint joyful and orderly re-
unions of avid langtang bynesyne

I1

DAYLIGHT ON THE GOVERN-
ORSORS DARKNESS

THERE is one point in governor
murraysMurrays published decision on the
certificate case which has not been
specially noticed and replied to we
refer to it now just because some
people not fully posted may be de-
ceived baltby it not because atwillit will have
any bearing on the case when tested
on its merits we quote from the
document which waswaa published in
fullfall in our daily issue of jan loth

the act of congress passed sep-
tember ath 1850 establishing the
territory of utah in referring to the
election of delegate to congress
says thehe person having the great-
est number of votes shall be declar-
ed by the governor duly elected
and a certificate thereof shall be
given accordingly

the act of congress approved
june 8 1872 enacts that the quali-
ficationsficatfleationslons of voters and of holding of-
fice shall be such as the legislatures
of territories hereafter to be organ-
ized asais well as those already organiz-
ed may prescribe subject neverthe-
less to the following restrictions
namely theithe right of suffrage
and of holding7 office shall be exer-
cised only by citizens of the ignited
states above the age of awentwentyty oneolle
yearsyeara and by thosethose above that age
who have declared on oath before a
commetcompetenteat court of record theirr I1inin-
tention to become such and have
taken anin oath to support the consti-
tution of the united states 1 etc

congress therein explicitly deter-
minesmin that person as used in the
act of 1850 means a citizen un-
der this law the legislature0 of utah
has restricted the right of voting
and of holdhoidholdinging bofflofficece to citizens of
the united states excluding those
who have merely declared their in-
tentionstentions to become such

theth governor here following the
example of the attorney for the
minority candidate mixes and
mingles two statutes which have no
proper connection in order to con-
fuse and mystify and does it for thretie
purpose of construing the word

person to signify citizen thegovernor argues or rather assertasserts
that tilethe act of 1872 determines that
the word person in the act of
1850 means citizen reference to
the statutes shows that the latter
law has no allusion to the former
the older the organic act which
requires the governor to declare the

person having the greatest num-
ber of votes duly elected refers totp
the election of a delegate to the
congress of the united states the
later law refers to thetho election of
territorial officers and has no bear-
ing upon the qualifications of a
united states officer in tniethe later
law jtit is specified thauthat the qualifica-
tions for holding office shall be pre-
scribed

r
by the LegislativeAssemglyac

subject only to the conditions quot-
ed while in the other case the
qualifications are lo10 be such as are
prescribed by congress this is proof
POspositiveetive that one law has no bearing
upon the other and therefore it
does not explicitly determine that
the wordv ord person means citizen
neither does it refer to it in the re-
motestinotest manner or degree

further in the which
makes the provision about territor-
ial officers but in a later paragraph
the office of delegate 1is133 specially
providedprovided for and the duty of thee-lgovernorgovernor is specially pointedanted out
the paragraph which the governor
quotes is in section 1860 revised

I1 statutes of the united states but
section 1862 of the same statute
says

C every territory shall have the
right to send a delegate to the

Ihouselouse of representatives of the
united states to serve during each
congress who shall be elected by
the voters in the territory qualifiedfledfied
to elect members of the legislative
assembly thereof the person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes
bbshallallali be declared by the governor
duly elected and a shallshail
be given accordingly every such
delegate shall have a the
house of representativespresentaBe tivesfives with the
right of debating but not of voting

this section is later than that
from which the governor attempts
to draw his inference or alchwhich he
rashly assentsasserts determines
the point and it will be observed
that the word person in thedhe or-
ganic act is here used again not
the word citizen by this later
enactment than the organic act iof
this territory the governor is com-
manded

com-i

by congress to declare
the person having the greatest
number of votes duly elected boso
fur thentilen from the law explicitly
determining what the governor
wanted to establish it makmakesesnono

to it but on the contracontraryrythethe
inference is directly against his pro-
position

the question may here be put0idoo you mean to say that a person
not a citizen can be a delegateDelijate in
congress we do not say anythingany thing
of the kind but we do state with-
out

wite
fear of successful contradiction

that the governor of a territory haslias
no jurisdiction of the question and
that by the wording of this manda-
tory law the congress placed it be-
yond the power of the governor to
determine or even entertain the
question of citizenship in reference
to a candidate for theth office of dele-
gate this power has been reserved
in the constitution to tilethe house of
representatives and therefore can-
not vest in a governor and the
law issois so worded that no man whowiio
understands the commonly used
words of the english language could
possibly mistake this point that is
that thetheperson withouttbout any ref-
erence to his citizenship or other
qualifications for the office who has
the greatest number of votes shall
be declared by the governor duly
elected etc

in taking this courtne into which
he waswits deluded or influenced by
means yet to be devdevelopedeloped thegovernor plainly and openly defied
and violatviolatedtd the lawjaw of the unitedstates the only one framed to gov-
ern him in the premises and he
stands todayto day a criminal benorebefore thegovernment and the country hav-
ing taken an oath before the district
courtart to do that which he hashag re-
fused to do and inhi effect not to do
that which he has done

but impsupposingposing that by some legal
orr sophistical hocus the act
providing for the qualifications of
territorial offofficersleers can be construed
after the governors fashion to ap-
ply to the law in relation to a unit-
ed states officer where does thegovernor find his law constituting
him of the qualifications ofany person a candidate for any of-
fice local or bathatnationalionallonal it is not in
the books there is not Aa jawlaw nor
a section of a lawjaw nornot a sesentencei

of a section nor a phrase of a sen-
tence in the laws of the united
states or of the territory billichvillichlieh
gives him even the shadow or
color of such authority even
if his own baseless argument
or rather transparent subterfuge
were admitted to be sound that
person means citizen he is still

barred out of all right and authority
to pass on the question of citcitizen-
ship

lienllen
not only of a delegate to con-

gress or a territorial coucounty or pre
officer of any person

whatever male or female native
born or naturalizealiz d old or young
his opinion on the subject is only
that of a private individual his office
confers upon him no power to touch
the matter in any shape or form

we have not attempted to reply
to auyany of the assertions or falsefaise

about the main question ofor
delegate cannons citizenship ex-
cept to say that he hasbus been duly
naturalized according to all the
forms of law this has already been
determined by the body having the
lelegalal and constitutional right to in-
vestigateativestie gate the matter and attile pro-
per time it will perhaps I1 e fairly re

I1 investigated we have not enlarged
on this subject because it does not
approach the point at issue which is
the right of a territorial governor
to determine a question of citizen
ship and we defy mr mur
rays would be defenders to quote
any law or passage of a law which
places it within the spspherehereofof thegovernors office to sit in judgment
upon ithethe citizenship of any person
on the face of the eeartharth


