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- Count Arsene Andreivi‘ch—Since my accession
to the throne of my ancestors, it has been my
lively desire to visit my ancient capital, that loyal
beloved residence where I was born and
[ received baptism under the protection nf

THE DESERET NEWS.

tions, and mould their meorals, manners, pmcaptu.1: tive of the greatest possible increase of a wise,

aund even their consciences more or less after the  healthy, and virtuous posterity.

pattern we set them. - In the precedents recorded of Abraham and his
A wholesoine moral atmosphere, and a con-  posterity two principles are conspicnous as being

science purified and enlightened by the Spirit of subservient to the
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Brethren, 1 speak after the manner of men;
though it be bat x mau's covenant, yet if it be
confirmed, mno man dsanuulleth it, or addeth
thereto. Now to Abraham and his seea were
the promises made, be saith not, and to seeds, as

. Waer _ carrying out of these ends:
the relics of the blessed Alexis, the thaumaturgus (

- of Moscow.

Truth are indispensably necessary to a perma- | viz:— ~of many; bat as of oue, snd to thy seed; whicly
_ ’ _ .. |nent national growth, and to the strength and | First:—A plurality of wives:— Jis Chirist.  And this I say. that the covenunt that
~ Having to-day satisfied that desire, I have wit- | perpetuity of justitutions. Secondly :—An entire prohibiti'n of all sexual was confirmed before of Ged in' Christ,~the law
neased with the greatest satisfaction the cquimlr The All-wise Creator, the God of nature, has intercourse except mpon the principle of mar- (of Moses) which was feur hondred und thirty
~ and sincere empressement which the inhabitants ' implanted in the human heart certain affections, | ringa:—a breach of which was considerad a capital | year, cannot dissnuul, that it should muke the
: Of Moscow have shown in ‘hﬂ‘]ﬂ receplion of  which, under proper colture and direction, give | offence, punishable with death. God provided promise of none effect, For if the inheritance be
By o wfﬂt--l“‘i _'“ my family, a fraditional Wﬂ‘h".ﬂmt' rise to [wnily ties: hence the neeessity and impor- | Abraham with Saral, Hagar, Keturah, und sev- of the law, (0f Moses,) it 18 no more of promiser
- which Russia has always given to her sovereigns | tance of the moral and social relations und the in- | ersl other wives not named. By this means he ' but Goil gaveit to Abrauham by promise.”’
I charge you to express my sincere gratitude fo | stitutions for their proper direction and govern- becume the futher of many pations aund his seed |  Aguin,—verse 20th, Paulsays to the gentiles:—
all classes of the population of Moscow, and fo| pent, o | was multiplisd exceedingly. “If ye be Christ’s, then are ye- Abruham’s seed,
assure them of my good will. My happiness| *Tisnature’s universal law, and the just and | God nlso gave to Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, and heirsaccording to the vromise.”
would have been complete if recent events had great commandment with blessing; thut each and | four wives:—viz: Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, and  Here we have the mostdirect and positive tesri-
not dimmed the satisfaction of these sweet eyery species should multiply and fill the mensure | Zilpha; by which means he becuine the father of | mony, in the New Testament, that the covenant
tnoments. ‘ : of its creation. Henee the growth of fami'ies,—  twelve tribes. 'The history of these things is so and promise madeto Abruham were intended for
My order of the day to the Russian armies has  the germs of nations:—and hence, as we before conspicuons in the Book of Genesis that we need all time, and for the belisving gentiles, and alt trus
already made public that after an unexampled| ghguryed, the necessity of laws founded in wis- ' not quote chapter and verse. | Christian people; und that they were entirely dis-
sieze of eleven months the garrison of Sebastopol. | 4om. to guard, as it were, the fountain and issues| Now after Abrubam had obtained sll these  tinct from the law of Moses, and were never dis+’
cof life., - wives, and had ruised up children by them, the annulied, or changed, either by Moses se Christ.

alter having g'ven unheard of proofs of courage

#nd self-denial, and having successfully repulsed

six desperate assaults, has crossed over to the g:iitions

north side of the town, only leaving “blood
stained rirs” to the enemy. The garrison of
Sebastopol has done all that man eould do.

I accept past and present events as the impene-

trable decrees of Providence, whieh has given a

year of sad trials to Russia. But Russia has

supported still greater trials, and the Lord, in His |

great merey, has always given her his tacit sup-
port. Let us, therefore, now also place our
trust in him.

He will defend eorthedox Russia, who has
#cken up arms for a just canse—for the canse of
Christianity. It is a great satisfaction to me fo
see the unceasing proofs which all men are giving
in their reaciness to sacrifice their property, their
families, and even the last drop of their blood, for
the maintenance of the inlegrity of the empire
and for the national honor.

[t is in the man'festation of these senliments of

the nation and in these acts that I derive streneth |

and congolation, and, uniting myself inseparably
with my heart to my heroic and faithful people, 1
repeat, putting my trust in the heln and grace of
the Almizhty. the words of the Emperor Alex-
ander 1., “Where richt is, there is God also.”
I am ever and invariably yours,
; ALEXANDER.

The Polish journal “Czas” thus describes the
pwsition of the Russian army in the Crimea on
te 23d of Sept.;:—

The Russian forces occupy a line, fortified by
art and nature, forming a semicircle ronnd the

sition of the allies, and extendmg from the
El»gmph and Fort Constantine, situate at the
« Xtremily of a small promontory, to the impene-
trable chain of mountains of Tehatir Dazh, The
main force of the Russians, consisting of three
divisions. iz posted behind that line, on the platean
of the Belbek, and facing the south. The right
wing is composed of a considerable corps, oceu-
pving (on the north side of Sebastopol) the cita-
del of Severnaya, and forts Catherine, Constantine
and the Telegraph. The left wing holds the for-
tified defiles of Aitodor and the chain of the
Teherkes-Kerman, as far as the source of the
Belbek and the mountains of Yalta. The army
of reserve is stationed at Bakshiserai and Sim-
pheropol. Other troops maintain the communi-
cations between the principal army and three
other co1s-—namely, the one before Kertch.
with its right wing at ‘Kafia and its left at
Araba'; another in observation before Enpatoria;
ana the third, consisting of at least 40,000 men,
protects Perekop. The Russian troops in Crimea
still possess two roads by which they can com-
municale with Russia, -the one passing by the
Isthmus of Perekop, and the other by the bridge
of Tchongar across the Putrid Sea.
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MARRIAGE AND MORALS IN UTAH.

AN ADPRESS WRITTEN BY FLDER PARLEY P.
PRATT, READ IN JOINT SESSION BY MR, TIHOS.
RTLILOCK., CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE, 1IN
REPRESENTATIVES' HALL. FILLMORE, DEC. 31,
1855. THE ASSEMBLY TENDERED THE AUTHOR
THEIR THANKS BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE, AND
BY A LIKE VOTE ORDERED THE ADDRESS TO
BE PUBLISHED IN THE DESERET NEWS,

Mz. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN:—

At the opening of the present session of our
anvual Legislature I had the homor of being
unanimously ehosen Chaplain of the Couneil.

I was then and thera laid under a solemn oath
to faithfally perform the duties of this high and
holy calling to the best of my abilities, and was
nlso solernnly eharged by the honorable President,
Mr. Kimball, not merely to be ferveat in prayer
during the session, but also to contribute my
mite in moulding the moral and secial institutions
of our common eountry,

In accordance with these sacred responsibilities
placed upon me, I have, with some pains, pre-
pared this address, which I am extremely happy
in having the vrivilege of laying befora you: mnot
merely, or principallv for your sakes; but for the
sake of the neople of oar Territory—our nation,
and the world.

Asour young anl rising Territory is about
preparing to enter upon her sovereignty as a free
und idependent republie, and to assume her place
amid the family of Americun States, it becomes
her eitizevs, and especially those engaged im found-
ing her institutions, to purify themselves and to
come togethier with pure hearts and elean hands;
and clothed with light us with a garment, lay a
constitutional foandation, and make or adopt
siach laws as will tend to purify and exalt the
people,—establish rigliteousness and peace, and
multiply and perpetuate a nation of freemen in
the highest degree of moral, intellectual and phys-
ical development.

No time-serviug, or mere temporary policy
should enter into our composition, or influence vs
for one momeut. We act, not merely or princi-
pally for ourselves or the living age; but for un-
told milliors of posterity, and for ages yet unborn;
who doubtiess will be influenced by our institu-
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In short—moral and social affections and in-  Lord bears testimony in the 26th chapter of Gen= | Henes we affirm that the law of plurall marriage,

ment, whether of family, church or state.

whole superstructure is radically wrong, and will

contain within itself the seeds of its own decay
and dissolution.

These facts are not only self evident, but are

according to ull experience:—being exemplified in |

are the very foundation of all govern- |
If
these ure perverted, or founded in error, the |

esis, verse Sth, saying:—*Abraham ob:yed my and death as a penalty of adultery and fornica-
voice and kept my charge, my commandments, ' tion, has been in foree throngh all time, aund
my statutes, and my laws." through every dispensation, from Abraham till the

Here then, we have demonstration that a man | present: and that o right it shoald be of fores
living four hundred years before the law of Moses among ail truly Christian nations:—that the carry-
was given, had statutes, commandments, and ing out of these holy lswsia righteousarss would
laws given him of God; and that he kept them. | greatly multiply and bless a nation;—and that

These laws evidently included polvgamy or | the breach, or change of them, would corrupt the

the decadence and dissolution of nations and em- | plurality of wives, frox the fact that he had them, | worll, and defile the very earth with ubowmiunae

pires of old; as well as in the general weakness | as a means of carrying out the
and corruption socharacteristic of men and things |

in more modern timnes.

The prophet Isaiah, in looking through the
vista of long distant years, at length beholds the
vision of modern “Christendom,” or of the cor-
raptions growing out of Roman sway., He ex-
cluims: Isa. 24, 5, “The eartn also is defiled un-
der the inhabitauts thereof; because they have
transgressed the laws; changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenaut.”

What ordinunce was changed? and what ever-
lasting couvenant was broken—the effect of

which would defile the very earth under its inhab-
itants?

This leads us back, in our researches, to the
earliest institutions, laws, ordinances, covenants,
and precedents or record touching marriage and
the moral and social relations.

Il we find laws, statutes, covenants and pre-
cedents eman:ting from God; sworn to by him-
sell to be everlasting; as a blessing to all nations:
—il we find these have to do with exceeding mul-
tiplicity of the race, and with family and na‘ional
organization and iucrease:—if such institutions
are older than Moses, and are found perpetnated
and unimpaired by Moses, and the prophets—
Jesus nnd the Apostles, then it will appear evi-
dent, that they were intended to be perpetual:
and that no merely human legislation or author-
ity, whether proceeding from emperor, king, -or
peopie has a right to change, alter, or pervert
them.

It will then remain to be shown by whom these
institutions were changed, or perverted: the dire-
ful effect of such change npon the mations; and
the only course left for those who would survive
the crash of nations and the wreck of worlds.

Our object, gentlemen, is to urge upon the
statesmen and people of| at least one state or gov-
ernment of our earth to avoid the rock and quick-
sands on which so many have made shipwreck—
to restore the laws, the ordinance, and the ever-
lasting covenant of our God; that her citizens
may be purified and preserved by the same; and

her institutions, being founded in truth, may be
perpetuated for ever.

I beseech, therefore, honorable gentlemen to
hear me patiently. Abraham, the friend of God,
lived in Asia upwards of four hundred years be-
fore the law of Moses was written on tables of
stone, or thundered from Mount Sinai.

To this man God gave laws, eommandments,
statutes, and judgments in an everlasting cove-
nant.

He said wunto him: Genesis 12th, verse 2nd,
“Aund I will mike of thee a great nation, and I
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee;

and in thee shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.*

Aund aguin: Genesis, 17 h chap., verses lst to
Bth: “And when Abramn was ninety yearsold and
vioe, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto
him: I am the Alm'ghty God: walk before me
and be thou perfect, and I will make my cove-
nant between me and thee, and I will multiply
thee exceedingly. And Ab:am fell on his face:
and God talked with him saying, as for me, be-
hold my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be
a father of many nations. Neither shall thy
name any more be called Abram; but thy na.e
shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations
have | mude thee. And I will make thee ex-
ceeding fruitfe!, and I will make nations of thee,
and Kings shall come out of thee, and [ will
establish my covenant between me and thee and
thy seed after thee in their generations, for an
everlusting covenant, to be a God unto thee and
to thy seed after thee,

And [ will give unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting posses-
sion; and I will be their God."”

In the foregoing promises it is evident that
there is nn everlasting covenant, touching multi-
plicity of our species, government-making, or
the raising np of families and nations, and their
exceeding prosperity and increase:—a covenant
everlasting and wnchangeable in which all nations
ul;qnuld be blessed, if they were ever blessed ut
all.

In eonnectinn with this covenant we have

reason to believe that God would reveal laws,
statutes, and institations which would be produc-

We here enquire: What laws were transgressed?

promise of ex- | tions. ‘
ceeding mulitiplicity. Here then, the matter is, But,let us now come to historical 1llustrations.
set for ever at rest, that polygamy is included in ! In the 25th chapter of Numbers we have an ac-
the ordinance of marriage, and in the 'everlasting | count «f Zumri, a prince in Israel who committed
covenant and laws of God: and that, under proper | fornication with Cosbi, the danghter of Zur, a
regulations, it is an institution holv, just, virtuons, | prince of Midian: and how theha.ﬂ_ the grand-
pure, and, in the estimation of God, sbundantly son of Aaron, the priest, tonk a javelin and
calculated 'to bless, preserve, and multiply a na- thrust them both through the bodyy and slew
tion. . them: and how the Lord staid the plague on ac-

Hence the laws of some of our States, which count of this act; and rewarded Pninehas with
recognize polygamy ss a crime, are at ones both  an everlasting covenant of priesthood, for his
unmripturul' and nneonstitutional, as well as im- ' zeal in thus numshmg the ecrime of fornication.
moral. Common law in England, and in the ' We should remember too that Moses, who was
United States. recognizes the Bible as the very himself a polygamist, both in practice and as a
foundation of all moral and eriminal jurisprudence: | 1egislalor, was the prophet and legislator, under
and the Constitution of the United States, and of Wh‘?ﬂﬁ administration tius erimne was thus severely
each State gnarantees the liberty of, at least an ' Punished. ~ | A
enlightened conscience, founded on the moral law | In the first book of Samuel, nhqpier '1515_ we
of God as found in that Holy Book. Hnncu,lﬁ'“l an account of Elkanah, and bis two wives,
thould an individual, or a community, in all good = Hannah and Peninnab; and of Samuel, the son
faith regulate their marriages by the laws of God 'of this pluralist, who Was promized child, de-
as given to Abraham, no State law. ean harm | Voled 1o the service of Go ! and brought up in the
them while the civil courts are bound to abide that | o'y temple. To this child came the word of the
holy and sacred guarantes of the Constitution:| L0rd against the house of Eli the priest, saying:
viz: “Liberty of conseience.” | T (1st Samuel, 3rd chapier—verses 11th and 14th.),

Having demonstrated the fact of an everlastin “Behold I will do a thing in Israel, at whica
covenant made with Abraham and his seed, in- | 20th the ears of every one that heareth it shall
cluding plurdl marrisge, and certain laws designed | i#g1e: In that day will I perform against Efi all
to multiply and bless many nations, and to be | the things which I have spoken concerning his
blessing 10 all the families of the earth, we will | Douse: where [ begin 1 will also make an end.
now E'Ilq*liﬂ.'-‘ after the pﬁﬂﬂl laws tﬂllﬂhillg meral- For I.hﬂ\fﬂ tﬂltl hlﬂ;l ﬂ:lﬂt I WJH.JU,tlgE his house
ity. or the intercourse of the sexes. | for ever, for the iniguity which he knowelh; be-

The first intimnation we will notice.on this subs | 2158 bis sons make themselves vile, and be re-
ject is fownd in Genesis 20th chapter: as follows: straineth them not.

Therefore 1 have sworn unto the house of Efi,

—*And Abraham journeyed from thence towirds
the south cenntry and dwelt between Kadesh and
Shur, und sojourned in Gerar. And Abraham
vaid of Sarah ' his' wife, she is my sister: and
Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah.
But God eame to Abimelech in a dream by night
and said to him, behold thou wsrt but adead man
for the woman whieh thou hast taken, for she is
a man’s wife.

swore that neither sacrifice nor offerm

that the in‘quity of El’s house shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor cffering for'ever.’?
Here seems fo be certain sins which the ord’-
nances of remission could never cleanse. Goil
ce 1 should
ever atone for them, What were these sins comn-
mitted by the sons of Eli? The answer is found
in the 2nd chap. of 1st Samtel. They, as priests,

Buat Abimelech had not come near

her: and he.said, Lord wilt thou slay also a right- robbed the saciifices, ‘and committed whoredoms

g h with the women who came 'to the tabernacle:—
A B R e “““} me; she I8 MY | hiq they did repeatedly and wonld mnot repent.—
sister? and. she, even she hersell, said, he is my "t 4ip chap. of said took. we find the recoid
brother: in the integrity of my heart, and the Inuu-'uf the fulfillment of the words of the youny
cency ol my h.amil ham_; I done this. | child, Samuel.’ Tsrael was worsted in a battle
And Goq said unto hisn in ﬂdi:ﬂum. yea [ know | Coor S Philistitios: Phe 1w briebts. the Sons of
thut thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart:| p. Hophini and Phinehas, were &lain; the sacred
for T also withheld thee from sinning against me: | o b’ Cr b thae hors was' taken by B otoibie-
therefure suffered I thee not to touch her. Now | otueoepop Efi, on hearing this hews, fell back-
therelore, restore the man his wife; for heis 2 | w1 and his neck brakes and Phinehas® wife died
onh hearing thé same news. Here we have a
inost gtriking example and illuctrafion of God’s
' blessing on plural'marriage, and of his earse and
death, attendanit on adultery and fornication.

I:orﬂph;-t. and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt

ive: but if thon restore hernot, know thon that

thou shult surely die, thou and all thatare thine.”
[era we have the law of God revealed by his

own 'mouth about four h"“"['ﬂd yeurs before the | gy0¢] the son of Elkanah, the polygamist was
law of Moses was given: making death the pemal- | hiecsad 4« a holy praphet, to denounce death upon
t:"' of ﬂd““l‘f}r- ; adwterers, "4 \ ' 'L

This penallaw then, was part:and parcel of | - Wwe next will ‘mofice a case of adultery com-
the lnwe, statutes and covenants under which | pitfed by David; king of Israel, and how pun-

Abraham and his neighbors lived, and it seems | jshed, 2nd Samuel, chap. 12—veérses 7 1o 14: —
to have been an ancient and general law handed | 4 And Nathan said to David:—T¥on aft the man.
down by the fathers, to. which Abimelach was no  Thus eaith the Lortl God of Israel:—1I anointed
strauger; he did not plead his ignoranee of the| thea king over Israel, and I delivered thee ou* of
law, bat the innoceney of his intentions, and his ' t4e hand of Sauly and [ gave thee thy'master’s
ignorance of the troe circumstances. ~'house, and thy master’s wives into thy hasom,
Again, Genesis, chapter 34: Records a case of | and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah;
forpication, committed by Shechem, the son nI!m“: if that had been too Nttle, ¥ would, more-
Hﬂmﬂ'*I], the Hivite, pﬁlll":ﬁ of the conutry, with ' over have ,,'.",'i‘l'"EI"I unto thee =neh aml such ‘“]iﬂgg,
Dinah, the davghter of Juecob, the grandson of Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment
Abraham; and how punished. of the Lord to do evil in his sight? Thon hast
Two of the sons of Jacob, viz: Simeon and | killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast
Levi, took theirswords and slew this fornicator | taken his'wife to be thy wife; and hast eluin him
anc all the men about him, who had been acces- | with the sword of ' the children of Ammon.
sory to the sedaction of their sister, or who had | Now therefore the sword shall never depart from
consented thereto: and they toek their goeds fora | thine house; because thon bast despised me, and
spoil, |  hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy
They may in this case have superseded the wife, . | : b |
bounds of the law; but still it goes to show with behold I will raise up

| Thus saith the Lord,
what abhorrence these sous of a ehaste and plural  evil against thee out of thine awn house, and |
marriage held the crime of fornication. 'will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give

We will now enquire whether the law of Moses, | them unto thy neighbor,; and he shall hie with thy
or the gospel ever chinged the covenant of Abra- | wives m the sight of -thissun. For thou didst it
ham, or disanvulled the law of marriage, or the |secretls: but I will do this thing before all Israel
penal'y of death aflixed to adultery and fornica- | and before the sun,. And David said unto Na-
tion.  than:-—I have sinned against the Lord. And Na-

For this purpose we shall trace the subject|than said nnto David, the Lord also hath rut
down through the diff ‘rent ages and dispensations, ' away thy sin; thon shalt not die. Howbeif, he-
bringing a few instances ont of many, illustrative | cause by this deed thou hast given great occasion
of the subject. But first of all wa will tuke the to the enemies of the Lord to Es;r pheme, the
direct testimony of the Apostle Paul, found in|child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.™
Galatians, 3rd chapter, and 17:h and 18th verses| Here again we find death the penalty of adul-
inclusive, which read thus:— tery; but in this instance God in his mercy spared

““That the blessing of Abraham might come on | his hife because it was a first offence, and hecanse
the gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might : he sincerely repented, Bi_lf hE_T““"ﬂ_lEd hiw very
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. |severely, in the death of his child,—in taking his




