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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FROM
grantsvilleGRANTSVILLE

TILEtiie following communication has
been received

GIUN tooelethoele Ccolo10 utah
february

editor deseret mewsmems

there are divers opinions relative to
certain sections in the charter of
grantsvilleGrantsville city As for instance it
says in the section I1 the council
shall have power to control all water
courses leading to said city etc we
would likeilke to know what power the
council have to assess or collect taxes
on these water courses outside of the
limits of the city

furthermore in the lith section of
i paid charter it says that the council
shall be required to give bonds as
shall be required by the city ordinance
are their proceedings valid unless they
do give bonds as required by this se
tionflon

also do the revised water laws of
1878 chapter 2224 page 49 relative to ir-
rigation include the waters within the
limits OYof incorporated cities and waters
leading thereto

these questions arearc asked for infor-
mation will you please answer and
oblige yours respectfullyrespectful 1

A CITIZEN

by examining the grantsvilleGrantsville city
charter we find that the city council
have power to collect and expend an
dually the necessary tax for furnish-
ing the city with water for irrigatingirrl bating
and other purposes and regulatere e and
control the same and furthermore so
far as may be necessarynecessary to control
the water coureas leading thereto
their control of the water courses
outside the limits of the
city only extends I1 so50 far as it may be
necessary for what why to furfur-
nish the city with water for irrigating
and other purposes therefore unless
the city has obtained some special
rights over certain water courses with
which we are not acquainted it has not
the power to assess and collectcollect taxestakes
on them outside of the corporate
limits

tha requirement in the grantsvilleGrantsville
city chartor thatthal every versonpersonrsobson olzaolaaplea
ed or appointedappointeI to ananyVofficexe under this
ochact shall be required
to give bonds is in excess of provi-
sions made in regard to some other
city councils therefeere appears to benobe no
more reason why the councilorscouncillorsCouncilors
should be required to give bonds than
for members of the legislature to do
goflo aldermen are invested with
greatereaterester powers and more responsibi-
litybirgirty andana bonds in their case seem to
be quite proper however the char-
ter requires itft in the case of grants
ville and in some other instances and
the law should be complied with until
the charters are amended men who
toffee laws or ordinances should be
careful to observe the law

but the question as to the validityy afof
the proceedingsJ of the city council
aheahenU this provisionlonion of the charter has
notmotbiotpot been complied with would have to
be deoldecidedded by a competent court and
this could only be doidoldone in14 some case of
4disputeis te as tota that validity jtit is quite
probable that a decision would be ren-
dered toill favor of the proceedings of
the council partparticularly if the major-
ityity of its members were udderunder bonds
tnin any case no 01onee Iss injured by the
failure of the itco0 give bonds

in itself an unnecessary requirement
and itif they have taken the oath pre-

scribed by the CRYcity charter the regu
atlon about the bonds is left to such

ordinance as the city may pass we
dhave not a copy of the grantsvilleGrants ville or-
dinance in relation to this subject and
therefore cannot pronounce any jujudg-
ment

ad
upon it Mbubbut we tthial1111 that citi1

zenszenans should not be too captiouscaptions and
that iti there is no other cause of com-
plaint against the council than their
fallonefailure to give bonds a dispute as to
the validity of their acts 0onn that ac-
countcoun alone would not have much solid
ground to sadstand upon

the act on water rights passed in
1878 was merely to amend the act on
irrigation comcompaniespailles to be found in
the compiled laws of 1876 and neither

af f them refers to corporate cities
which have chartered rights in regarddegara
AO9 the water courses that cannot be

with by companies organic
lingjinging audada conducting business under the
clawsslaws yosposkashaed for their own bene-
fit Corpcorporateorategrate cities and irriga-
tion comoomcompanypaulespantas organized underunder
the laws pavecavebavehave each their separate and

distinct rightsnights and powers and neither
has the power or the necessity to in-
terfere with or encroach upon the

lather
dehopeweVe hopehore that these replies will be

deemed sufficient to cover all the
ground odtheof the questions propounded by

a citizen

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE
legislature

oxeose of the needs of utah is an
officer or board of officers authorized
and empowered to collect statistics of
the status growth and progress of the
several interests of thetile territory
reliable information onoil agriculture
horticulture irrigation stock raising
sheep culture sericulture

mineral products manufac-
tures imports exports immigration
population and other interesting data
is very difficult to obtain it ought to
be easily reached forfor the benefit of our
own people and the of
inquiring0 people abroad

the proper body to provide this for
the territory is the legislatureLegislatire att-
empts have been made at previous
sessions to meet this want but they
have not been successfulsful at the ses-
sion of 1880 a bill was passed creating
the office of territorial statistician
but as it did not pander to the vanity
of the governor and give him the pow-
er to select and nominate the perpersonSO
who should fill the office he rejected
the bill acknowledging however that
it was a necessary and usefusefulul measure
it is not improbable that the governor
would take the same course with a
similar bill if passed at the present
session as he does not appear to have
yetet recovered from his craze over seclionflonlionilon seven of the organic act

but we direct the attention of our
lawmakers to the act of feb 2oko20 1874
establishing a bureau of statistics un-
der tilethe direction of the deseret agri-
cultural and manufacturing7 society
by that law the thinthing thatisthat is wanted
was established but funds
appropriated for its use for the years
1874 65 efficient work was done dur-
ing those years in this direction but
since then nothing of the kind has
been accomplished except by private
research

cannot the same board be now recog-
nized and funds be appropriated for tilethe
coming two years so that reliable sta-
tistics may be collected and prepared
which will help the territory in this
direction temtemporarilyorarily or until a more
liberal mindermindenminded policy may be inaugur-
ated an appropriation for a bureau
of statistics already created may meet
with greater favor than the creation 0off
an office the filling of which the exec-
utive and the assembly could not har-
monize upon

we hope something willivill be done in
this direction before the legislature
adjourns and that it will be of such a
characterscharacteras the governor will approve
and as will meet a want that has longiong
been felt in this territory

THE NEW ANTIantl 6 1MORMON
SENATE BILL

THEtim brooklyn eagle makes the follow-
ing comments on alua VA woytwyoy
mrdir hoar in the senate

some of its provisions are of very
questionable constitutionality and the
whole theory of the measure is opposed
to the genius of our political system
there are two ways of treating the
mormon problem one is to leave the
community to the influence of a civi-
lizationlization that is crowding it upon all
sides and will in time subvert its pe-
culiar institutions and the other is to
deal with it by force from the latteriatterlaater
alternative the american peopleVeople would
shrink and the fate of tilethe Eedmunds
law shows that congressional elpeeppedidl
ants are inadequate to meet the case
senator hoarshaars nostrum will not curecurc
the evil
the new york evening post reviews

the whole bill and after describing the
provisions of the leading sections
thus discusses the nonsense to which
we have twice drawn attattentionentson

the mormonscormons have a corporation
called the perpetual emigrating fundcompany which is we believebileve devot-
ed to the work of making converts ineurope and bringing them over to
this country there is nothing in themissionary work of the mormon
church to which the united statesstatesgovernment can take exception on the
0error or absurdity of the doctrines
taught any more than in the mission-
ary work or spiritualists
or Shakshakersdrs unlesss it can be shown that
the converts arearc to bpbe engengagedaged oilon their
arrival here in the of unitedstates laws but can this be seqshown49
has it ever been shown it s iiriot011 a
violation of united states laws to be-
lieve polygamy to ue ot divine institu-
tion anyally moremoro thaoahan totto believebelleve with the
shakers all maynage i 3 sinful theviolation of the law not in
thinking that a man may haye twoiwo
wives but in having them the pre-
sent bill expressly provides that no one
shall beba franchiseddisfranchiseddis in the territory
on account of hlhisbis opinions about polpoipoly-
gamy the objection benthen to tthe
emigration company is tthatat it brings
people to utah who may at

If afterthey get therotheno commit aadultery
underunder the influence ofgi a iare-
ligious delusion but is this ifftfilz

clent ground for the dissolution of a
religious corporationcorporation bdby act of con-
gress can congressangress do0 anythinganythim of
the kind considering that I1 the con-
stitutionution of the united states andana all
laws of the united states not locally
inapplicable were in 1860 solemnlyy
cdeclaredared to be in full force and effect
in utah as in all other territoriesmore remarkable still is the secsee

tion which provides not that the mor-
mon church corporation shall be abol-
ished but that the managementmanagement of it
shall be taken out of the handsfiands of the
members of it and committed to 14
trustees to be appointed by the presi-
dent with the consent of the senate
who shallshail hold office for two years and
report annually to the secretary of the
interior as to the property business
affairsaffairsi and operations of the said cor-
porationporation now we know that cor-
porationsporations which violate their charter
or abuse their ffranchise may be wound
up onoil the proper presentation of tilethe
facts to a court of justice by a legal
officer of the government and
theirr property be distributed in
such manner as tilethe law or
common justice may require
we are too familiar with the legisla
tion intendedintemed on grounds of public
policy to restrict the accumulation of
property by ecclesiastical corpora-
tions in general but we cannot re-
call any case before thistills in which it
was gravelyr3 1 ely proposed to punish a cor-
porationporfiforfipo ration0 for any offense by putting its
property into the exclusive control of
government trustees with directions
to continue the business or to punish
a particular ecclesiastical comcoQcorporationoration
for being too powerfulpowersul or teaching er-
roneous doctrines by committing its
affairs to thelltheliands ofof government of-
ficers who derided or loathed the be-
liefs of its members moreover we
do not believe and shall not believebelieve
until the supreme court has said it
that any such expedient can be resort-
ed to for any purpose whatever by the
legislature 0ofpurposethe united states it
would be a monstrous and dangerous
precedent

oftofine practical objections to giv-
ing such a huge financial plum as the
inanamanagementgement of the mormon chchurch
funds to 11 trustees appointed bytheby the
president tandand senate we need hardlyy
speak Every one knows the kind of po-
liticians

po-
y

lisils who would seek and get these
trusteeshipstrustee ships we see them now start-
ing for washington with their grip
sacks after the failure of some
lationor after losing their seats in
congress their natural desire to
6 ahanhandlehandiealeldley I1 other peoples funds intensi-
fied by their horror of polypolygamygainygaint in all
its forms and their passionate loveioveloveiove of
domestic purity the pecuniary scan-
dals of politics during the past twenty
years have been great and dreadful
but they would probably all put to-
gether be a meremore trifle compared toatoo a
five years administration of mormon
church property by the kind of men to
whom we give territorial appoint-
ments 11

THE TICKET
THE ticket nominated last night by the
municipal convention of the peoples
papantypannyarty appears at the head of our col-
umns we believe that as a whole1 it
will be acceptable to the people near-
ly all of the candcandidatesloates are well known
they are also resrespectedpecked in the com-
munity and have given evidence olof
abilities that lead to the expectation
that they will do good service for the
corporation but few members of the
outgoing council remain those who
will continue to be associated with
the municipal government have shown
considerable aptitude in the transac-
tion of the important business with
which they have been entrusted

the retiring mayor
I1 council and

officers generally are entitled to the
thanks of61 the community they have
made comparatively few mistakes
while their aim has beendeenbeen to administer
the city government fairly and intelli-
gently in which they have been emi-
nently successful

the ticket is one that caltcail be consis-
tently and heartily sustained and the
duty of every member of the peoples
party is plain to turn out next mon-
day and vote for the candidatescandidate chosen
by the convention

SUCCESS OF ELEL MAHDI
EGYPTIAN soldiers may possibly have
a forte but it is not fighting judging
from the reports of baker Ppashas de-
feat they are the most miserable cow-
ards in existence it is probable that
their terror of el niahdiahmaddisdils men may be
intensified by a certain religious awe
anyway if the soudan is to be wrested
from blBI mahdi it is evident ththatat it
will not be done bby egyptiang tian troops
even when officered ybyby vavaliantvallantlant enlisenenglish-
men

lisilsh
the way in whichchic the arabs

seized the prostrate egyptian soldiers
bby the backs of theirheir necks and
tthrustlyarnt spears into their bodies exhibits
a6 novel phase of modern Ivarwarfarefare theman known as the false prophet is
haying a considerable boom andadd willyetTcz cause a good deal of trouble illiu theeast

CHURCH 1incorporationsconCORconS PORATION

4 suSPIT is in proprogressgressgross at lincoln ne-
braska

e-it
ams 4 bears on a question that
hashas beenheeg very raised concern-
ing fights n utah jt is
a test case to dete thetho altietitle toto
alternate blocks in the city of lincolnIncolncoin
claicialclaimedmedbyby the methomethodistdist church we
learn frfromin a dispatch to the omaha
herald that the land in question is
north and west from 0 and fourteenth
streets taking in the postpostofficemicoOffice build

inglug commercial hotel and much
other valuable property elder young
deeded this property in alteralternatenadenaFe
blocks to the methodist seminary to
be established and to the state of ne-
braska mckesson and lanlandonlangdondon pre-
sident and secretary of trethe church
board deeded it to the state the
methodist protestant church incorpo-
rated itself last december and now
claims the property on the ground that
it was held in trust by mckesson and
langdon and they could not convey it
to thetiie state sweet of nebraska cityty
examined the title before the statestat ac-
cepted the deed and many lawyers
have since examined it somaniit iss believed
the state has no cause

we are not interested particularly in
I1 the issue of the suit but we refer to it
because it reflects oilon the absurd
ment used by the governor oiof utah in
his report to the secretary of the in-
terior and also in his message to thetile
legislature that theace incorporating
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints is a law respecting auan ees-
tablishment of religion it aap-
pears that the methodist protesprotestanttant
church in nebraska is incorpo-
rated under the laws of that
state and that it has beenabeen doingg
some extensive real estate bubusinesss1nessi
which it has an undoubted right to per-
form forthefor the benefit of its own organ-
izationization

all this is perfectly proper in the
methodist church and if so why
should it be all wrong in the mo-
mon church if the incorporation
of the church of jesus christ otof latter
day saints by abet of the utah Llegis-
lature

egisexis
is an infringement of the pro-

hibitionhibition against laws respecting an es-
tablishment of religion is not the in-
corporation of the methodist church
equally so and if the incorporationration of
a church is a rightful subject of legis-
lation in nebraska is it not just as
much so in utah if the methodist
church may lawflawfullyully receive property
and hold it or dispose of it or do such
business in connection with it as may
be profitable to the organizationtiong why
may not the mormon church do the
same

there is no rational answer to this
question and the argument of the
governor was only made to create a
false impression and foster the preju-
dice that exists against the church
which liehe assails and while touching
on this question it is pertinent to
remark that the judiciary committee
of the united states senate recognize
the existence and validity of the utah
act of incorporation while the gover-
nor asserts that it was disapproved by
the act of of july ast1st 18021862
not only does the bill introduced by
that committee ticScknowledge the exis-
tence of the corporation but it at-
temptstem ts to provide for its perpetuation
in thego appointment ot government
trustees to manage its business in lieu
of the trustees of its own election
there is no need to discuss here the
folly of the proposition wevve cite it to
prove that the judiciary committee
recognize the existence of the law and
its validity so far as it does not con-
flict with the antiantl bigamybigamy act of 1862

the governors tirade against it as
well as being untrue is self contra-
dictorydictory ilehe virtually declares the act
void in itself and yet asks for an act of
the legislature to render it void he
asserts that congresscon ress has disapproved
it and yet asks the assembly to annul
it if it is as hebe delareslaresadelarosade a law respect-
ing an establishmentestablishmet of religion I1 within
the meaning of the constitution it is
invalid from the beginning if con-
gresse s has annulled it as he asserts itkrhashnsa no0 legal existence why then at-
tack it and ask the legislature to make
void that which never really lived and
which has been formally killed by the
highest legislative power in the land

the whole paragraph on church in-
corporation in the governors messagemessa d
is an absurdity and a falsehood andrtand it
is such attempts as that to prejudice
the country by untruth and malicious
implication coupled with acts like the
certificate fraud that tetendod to make
people give credence to the charges of
financial impropriety official excess
now pending agaagainstdinst the governor of
utah

BAL ASQUEMASQUE31

WE observe this morningmornin in the col-
umns of our esteemed Ctemporarycontemporaryon
the herald a somsomewhat glowing ac-
count of a masked ball which was
conducted lastlist night in the school
house erected by the late president
brigham youngyoungg A mistake is made in
connection with the relation to the
effect that the structure had been 4 the
scene of many a similar festivity
we understand4 that no similar festivity
was eyeyereyener dnessewnesse that build-
ing that of last night being thetha arst
if the venerated original owner of the
structure waiewere now living we very
much doubt if a festival of thaticat nature
would have occurred in it at all there
being good reasons for knowing thatthat
such entertentertainmentsMilollailmentsments among the latterhattei
day saints wera pat in1 unisonbrisona with
hissils views of xirawhatat INwould beN digil
to them

our views and those by
him are strictly in unison they are
also shared by the existing leaders of
the church whowh more than all othersot ers
have the were ofaf the community atat
heart the great bukbulk of the latter
day saints look htat ehgwe6 unsu c et I1 ll11 pre-
cisely

T T

the same ilglight while11 it mamay bee
claimed that people have a rrightt
to do as they please in such mattersmattensmat ters
and though the position be correcorrect 9 yetet

it may be well to consider whether a
widely diffdiffusedused sentiment of the com-
munity and the general weal should
not havehaxe some influential weight

the ladles and gentlemenFentlemen who en-
gagedga- d in the festivity in question arearc of
the most unquestionable respectabil-
ity and the precedent set by them
and made so conspicuously
public is none the less damaging on
that account as their example is for
that reason all the more liable to
have an extended ffollowingollo vang we have
no idea but that the affair was conduct-
ed according to the principles of the
strictest decorum thethe motives and
sentiments of the participants were
doubtless of the purest kind intrin-
sically there was nothing wrongwron in the
festival but consequentially thisteis may
not be ilielilethe case
ni by force of the example set
them similar entertainments that may
not be of so innocent a characterwe would look upon the prevalence
of masked balls in the community as a
favoritefavorate popular and common amuse-
ment as littfeittlelttie less than a calamity for
while they may be intrinsically pure
when participated in by people of
uarluprightnessatness and morality theyare sus-
ceptiblecep tible perhaps more thauanthan any other
class of amusements of being made
the vehicles of the grossest licentious-
ness and corruption unscrupulous
men can under cover of the mask
make secret advances to ladies with a
view to ascertaining whether they
would be encouraged that they would
not dare to offomnerofferer with uncovered faces
they have been made the vehicle of as-
signationssignations and abominations that have
crept into society at large so much
has this been the case in this country
without taking into account the cor
eruptions of the effete nations of eu-
rope thatthat a number of the states
of the union forbid masked
balls by law in such cases those
who would make no evil use of
such entertainments are legally pro-
hibited from engaging in them in order
to suppress those who would make
them the vehicles of evil thus the
public weal is subserved the upright
and pure foregoing an amusement lonionfor
the general good when people re-
frain without the existence of legal
prohibition it is greatly to their creditso notorious is the susceptibility of
these entertainments for being turned
to wrong purposes that they are on
that account introduced into licen-
tious works of fiction and made the
scenes of the most fearful plots
aagainstainest virtueyvewe are emphatically of the opinion
that masked balls should be discour-
aged in the community as being dan-
gerous to good moralsmorais there is no
good reason why in our amusements
we should cover the human face divine
tilethe most attractive part of all socia-
ble intercourse is the opportunity af-
forded people of looking upon each
others countenancescountenalicesaces and mingling to-
gether in friendly whole com-
munion

A WORD TO THE WISE
As evidence that the example of per-
sons in this city who have given to
masquerade balls and such amuse-
ments as have been discodiscountenanceduntenanted
by our leaders the influence of their ex-
ample and support is not without its 0
effect upon others we have before us
an invitation to a masquerade in thecounty court house coalvilleCoalville I1 just
printed in this city Wellewe hearheanarofarosof othersnearer home

the affair at coalvilleCoalville is to be con-
siderablysiderably mixed it is to be participated
in by people of various kinds and char-
acters we take occasion to say once
more that such entertainments among
our people are to be deprecated we
do not wish to interfere in matters
that do not concern us let those whoare not of our faith take their own
course we have nothing to do withtheir amusements but we speak to
those who are called LaterUay saisalsaintstatlehatand say most emphaticallyy1 that liis1114it s
unwise and impolitic to introduce
these agencies for evil amonamong our
youthyoutie and to give them the sanction ofthe presence or permission of influenti-
al men and women or of parents and
guardiansdianslansunsophisticatedthee unsophisticated do not under-
stand the evil tendencies of such tratrapss
for the unwary but the wise and thetre
local leaders of the people are derelict
in their theyther neglect to use their
influence in allali kindness and persua-
sion andind reason and explanation to
dissuade the saints and their children
from participating therein outsidepressure inimical legislation the at-
tacks of our enemies persecution inall its forms are nothing against us incomparison to these insidious internalattempts to lead away the young andentice them into by and forbiddenpaths

every oileolle who favors zion eindand de-
sires to see our youth grow up to bebeanan
honor tok their parents an ornainornamentent totd
society and a strength the kingdomkin dom
of our god will set his face Mlikeilke 4a
flint against this mingling1 of discor-
dant elements and thoseelose recreationswhich are calecalculatedAated to ddo irreparable

g VI

the sinking mountain of nalba in14
algiersAlgieys is one of the most extraordi-nary of he manymany disturbances of theearthsearthm crust buringbuning the latlast couplecoupiecou le1

of years the mountain has beenbecq bratugradu-ally skiingg into thithe earth a deep suhsub Z
the elace after settlesettiementwent this sinking is8 not atte

i earthquakes nor iss it the result of
volcanic action


