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cabinetcabined and confined 11 and our
souls reach out to grasp eternity
we feel that this is not our perma-
nent home we are dwelling just
for the time in this flesh

I1 will read to you a passage
from the doctrine and covenants
page this book contains some
of the revelations from god to the
prophet joseph smith a man
whose name is despised and cast out
as evil all over the world because
he is not understood so it was
with all the prophets in their
daday they were despised
and rejected of men even as
jesus the son of god the
savior of the world waswaa when he
came and in the flesh
and spent his time here in mortal-
ity but the prophet joseph smith
received from god a vast fund of
truth floods of intelligence came
down from the fountain of all light
to his mind and some of the things
revealed to him are in this book

having read the portion named
from the book of doctrine and
covenants the speaker continued
from this we learn that every man
is a free agent and condemnation
comes because he will not receive
that which was made manifest from
the beginning which is light we
learn from this too that man
is a spirit the intelligent individual
or being which inhabits the body is
the realreay person we read in the
scriptures that god is a spirit and
they that worship him must wor-
ship himinhim in spirit and in truth
jesus the great teacher uttered
that krandgrand truth man is the off-
springs ring of god this body came fromtrethe earth from the elements which
existhere and these we read in this
revelation are eternal they were
not created in the sense that some
people understand the term

the idea of people generally con-
cerning creation is that it means the
making of something out of nothing
but as the old latin adage has 1itt

out of nothing nothing cocomesines I1 so
it will be eternally nothing can-
not produce something neither can
something be produced out of noth-
ing by any being that exists you
may take this book which I1
hold and burn it the elements
may go off in smoke but
every atom remains the elements
are eternal indestructible mat-
ter can be organized or disorgan-
ized but the atoms remain and
these elements of which I1 speak
organized into human form by the
process of generagenerationtion as ordained
by the great creator can be made
the abode of ththe spiritespirit which comes
from god and which is eternal be-
cause it is the offspring of god the
spirit of man placed in these ele-
ments organized in the kumanhuman
form with them constitute a living
soul

the body can be destroyed so far
as itsite organization is concerned but
the elements remain the spirit
separated from the aybody continues
to exist it existed before it carcamene
into the body it can and will exist
after it leaves the body this idea
with respect to the spirit existing
before it came into the body may be
a nownew one to some people but
it is an idea older than the

hills it is an eternal truth
in this same book of doctrine
and covenants page th verse
we read that man was also in the
beginning with god and on the
same page we read and now
verily I1 say unto you I1 was in the
beginning with the father and am
the firstbornfirst born ye were also in the
beginning with the father

according to the revelation of
god to joseph smith this is not our
first estate our first estate was in
the beginning with the father
jesus accordingaccording to ttheh 0oldd serlscrip-
tures was in ththe beginninginningbebeginning wiwith
the father bbeforefore the wordrd wasandaasand
so it was with us was not that
what the father referred to when
speaking to job out of the whirlwind
I1 think so readbead job 171 7

when the foundations of this
earth were laid and the corner stones
were brought together when god

and chaos heard and the worlds
came into order by the power of
his word through faith I1 all the sons
of god shouted for joy and the
morning stars sang together
so we read who were those
sons of god we are told
over and over again in the sacred
record that we are the sons of
god in his first epistle illiii chap
ad verse john specially mentions
this in the ath verse of hebrews

we read I1 furthermorewe have
had fathers of our flesh who correct-
ed us and we gave them reverence
shall we not much rather be in
subjection to the father of spirits
and live

this is a cogent argument we
had fathers of our flesh they cor-
rected us and we gave lemthem rever-
ence how much rather then
should we be in subjection to him
who is the father of our spirits

A great many people declare that
god is unknown and unknowable
not only but in-
comprehensible well I1 presume
he is just now in our present con-
dition the finite cannot compre-
hend thethe infinite but in some re-
spects he is compcomprehensiblerehe tto0 us
by his spirit which searcheth lallall
things yea the deep things of god

god is our father as well as our
creator the term create as I1
have said does not mean to form
something out of nothing in gen-
esis we read that god breaw man
but he formed him out of the dust
and if god createdcraftted man out of the
dust of the earth then he may
have created the earth itself outut of
preexistingpre existing elements experience
and chemistry tell us that not a
particle of matter can be annihilat-
ed its form maybemay be changed but
the elements remain for they are
eternal

it may be asked why cannot we
remember what took place in the
eternal world if out spirits existed
there in the beginning because
the pastt is shuthut out from our mem-
ory throughbrough the sspiritalerit becoming in-
corporatedcorporated in uie tabernacle of
flesh just as it was with jesus

jesus is19 the great pattern for us
all he was the firstbornfirst born among
many breebbrethrenren 1 after some thous-
ands of years had transpired he
came down from above and was
born of a woman just exactly

as we are only that we have had
earthly fathers of our flesh god
was the father of his body as well
aa of his spirit he was the only
begotten son accoraccordingdink to the flesh
the first begotten according to the
spirit after undergoing the troubles
and trials of this earth and bavihaving
performed his mission he yielded
up his life gave up the ghostsghost
died for the sins of the world he
knew no sin himself but he gave
himself a offering for sinners

when his body was taken down
from the cross and laid in the totombmb
it did not become disorganized itI1
was dead that is without a spirit
where did the spirit go some peo-
ple say it did not go aDyanywherewhere they
have a notion that when the body
dies the spirit dies also thethey bobe-
lieve in the spirit in a certain falfashion
and that when the body is resuresurrec-
ted the spirit is resurrected likewise
now read I1 peter iii 182018 20

ministers make a great effort to
try and cover this up to suit their
own peculiar views but they make
a terrible mess of it take it as it

stands and it is all clear and plain
it tells us that the people who were
disobedient in the days of noab
while the ark was preparing andafla
who were destroyed by the flood
were shut up in prison they were
imprisoned spirits and jesus after
being putpub to death in the flesh went
by the spirit and preached to them
what diddid he preach read the
next chapter ath verse these then
were not men in the flesh but
men who were called dead the
spirits of men who were dead shut up
in prison for their disobedience were
visited by jesus christ and B10
preached to them the same gospel
which was given to men in the
flesh so that they might be jjudged
the same as men in the flesh when
jesus himself left the flesh crY

father into thy hands I1 commendbommencom men
my spiritspir 11 his spirit went forth
and he preached the gospel to the
spirits in prison and thus fufulfill
the sescriptureripture which he read frolo
isaiah in the synagogue one aft
bath day they were glad teditidingPIC
that he prepresentedaanted to those
who had been in the spirit worldwon
about 2000 years for disobedience wto
the preaching ofef the prophet noshnoan
they had teenbeen warned by him bwbut
had neglected the warning christ
went into that prison house alone
he came out with a multitude 1

ailedled captivity captive he thon
toarose from the dead and appearappeared

This disciples in what capacapacitycig
simply as a spirit oh no xa v

came bothemto them in the sameames boda
which was hung on the cross andaa
bore the marks of the nails and thewa
spear readbead luke 86 48 aw
john 192919 29

some peopeopletple think that we lat1
torter day saints are very credulouscreduio
because we believe a

nol
greatreat bifvif9things which we do not see itl- g

a blessed and happy thing when w

can have faith in rinihim whom wvwe
itcannocannottseesee with our natural eeyeres

is a blessed thing to have faith 1

his promises to lay hold uupon
ZO0them with the grasp of faith th

are bound to be fulfilled if WOwe w
for them n

it lain the asplispiritit that divgevea life to SS


