THE DESERET WEERKLY.

RELIGCIOUS.

Sunday Services.
Hellgious services were held at the
Taberoncle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
December 25th, 1802, ecpommencing at 2
o’clock p. m., President Angus M.
Cancon presiding,.
The cholr sang the hymn beglnning:

Mortals, awake! with angels foin,
And chanl the solemn lay.

Prayer by Bishop Wm. BB. Preston.
The cholr sang the hymn:
Jesus, onca of humile birth,
Now in glory comes to corth,
The Friesthvod of the Twenty-first
ward offlciated i1n the administratlon
ot tbe Bucrament.

ELDEE JUNIUB F. WELLS

was the first speaker, He desired, he
said, to have the Bpirit of the Lord to
guide him in what tosay. He rejoliced
in tbe privilege of belng in the assem-
bltes of the Baluts, to hear the counssl

0t the pervamts of the Lord .and to
puriake ol the emblems of the sugra-
meut. He also rejoiced in Lhe testi-
meny he had of tbhe truth ofthe Guapel
sud felt to bow in humility and
gratitude to God for havlug revealed
this truth, because he belleved truth
was oot kuown Lo the people of the
world. Christendom is without Chrie-
tiapnity. In the Christian wourld, not-
wilhstanding all conlessions to Lhe
contrary, there is not the same faith

as Lbero wos in the first Churcb, The
teautiful teachings ol Curist
are partly accepted by philo.

sophers, but the right comprehension
ol His word aud works, is hardly
found. How many believe in the
miraculous birth of Jesus and accept
His miuolsiry as esseutinl to enlvation?
Men sre willing to concede tuat
Chrietianity 18 a system with u misslon
in the worid,as other religtous aystema,
but beyonu that very {ew uonderstand
what tnet religion is,

By the frujt ye shall Kuow them.
In this age the Irord nas restored the
Gospel as it was in its primitive purity,
This we testify aud ask the world to
judie of our testimouy by the rruits
produced, '

The speaker mentioned the fact
thut o wil ages, from the firet time
a promise wus glven o1 a Messiah, the
Angel of the Lord hus been communi-
cativg tbe miud sni wlil of God to
men. Bo also fu this age glorious
maenifestationsa have been given,
Througt revelation Joseph Bmith was
toid that the churches had gone astray.
He received a sure testimony, for it
was given to him Lo see the face of God
aud bear the volee of the Son of God,
There was no rvom for doubt,
There has never been given any surer
testimony. Promisea were also made
unto him. His future life was fore-
told, when he was glven to undersland
that he should be the insttument tu
re-eetablish the Church ou earth, and
he waa given the amuthority necessary
to accomplisb this work. What has
Ohristendomn to eay of such minlstry?
Such things #s ministeriug through
angels is not even kuown 1o modern
Christianity. Not ouly to Joseph, hut

toothers have the heavens beun open-
ed, and tyday thousands can testity te
the truth wbich Juseph prociaimed.
The spuaker rejoiced ino this testimony
a«od this faith. He could osay that he
knew thatthe Lord llves, and will
anewer those who pray tv Him. Hie
vountenance shines ju favor vn those
who are willing to stanu up for Him in
this age of idojutry,

[bore hss npever heen a time
in the history of tbls peo-
ple, of whieh i ocBn  he saw

wiln more truth thau pow, tbhat the
harvest is ripe and the laborers few.
Tuere urs many who do not heljevwour
testimony that the Liord bas spuken,
but others there are wbo sre willing
aud prepared to recelive it. It s there-
fore cur JuLy to wara wmaukipd aul
deciare the will of the Liord, It {s our
dutly wnd nleo our privilege, for an
greater honor cau be Lestuwed on a
person tuan that of belng sent as a
messenger of heaven to our fellowmeu,

Tue Liord has indesd favored Ziwou,
When we sew Lhe puower and strength
visible smong us touay, We Bee how
muc¢h we nave for which to be thank-
ful. The spestter bat been led to re.
fleci, thie mnorning on the journey of
the early Baints with all the hardsaips
they husd to endure; aud toen
on the conditlon of the people
today with their beautiful eities
and towne aod temples, This should
i)l our hearts with gratitude. May we
realize the blessinge we have received.
it is hard to understand tbe magnl-
tude of Lhece blessings, but may we
endeavor to do #0, aod serve Him'talth-
fully, who 18 the glver of all,

The cholr sang:

Jesus, I iy crose have taken,
APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON
was the next speaker, He boped, ho
said, the Spirit of God mignht Test upon
him while stuuaing before the eongre-
gation, ‘The testimony of Elder Wells,
he eaid, ie important. If true, thoss
who rejeot It are in danger; abd those
who accept it have life eteroal., A

|almajur testimuny has been boroe amony

tue patlons of the eartb, and as a result
this pevple have pgutherod here. The
Bpint of Gud, which in the latter days
was to be poured out upon all flesh hus
given us n 1estimony that the Goepel

ja  true. While some has beeny
done Ly the way of preaching
the Goapel to 6very crealure,

yol our labors have only just com-
menced. Miauy outions are yet wiith-
out the Elders of the Churcb, We
are tojd that all kindreds and aneations
and tongues must hear it. How lo-
dustriously we sbould be engaged in
beariuyg cur testimony, that in the cay
of judgment men rhould be without
xcuee i they reject it.

Every succeeding year shows, how-
ever, some advancement. Looking
back oo the year uow soon passed, we
cau see the progress mede. There
have been difficulties and ohstacles,
but these huve not been o a nature Lo
stop the onward course. Biessed are
they wboare ln such communion with
our Heavenly Father, that they can
bear the great ch inges that are atill to
come. Liovkingattheearly history of the
Church, we wonder that many great
me 1 apostatized for the most trivial
causes, spparently, Bui we must re-
member the Church at that time was jn
iteifancy,and smalltrinis ssemed great
tben, just as to children tbose things

geem tn be of great importance which
cease to be considered so in afier age,
Tnis is & day on which onr hearte
Ahould melt in gratitude to God and be
filled with kindoets to our fellow-mep,
We should bave room for only ope
feeling, “*Glory to God 1o Lhe highest_ »»
for & favior is born. In tbls fact we
should feel to expel all hard feelingg
from our hearte and repent of all wrop
doinge aod right what we poeeibly
have do & wrong, We shonid remeng.
her this day our eitustion and refiagg
on our past life, Have wedore wrgp
in any manuoer, this day of all otherg

should move ua te ameud gy
wuys, that the fulure may figg
us more clogely attending to oy

duties than the past. The Giepel hag
done topuch for ue. It hus made g
brotherhood of us, putus oil 8D equy)
level in the sight of God. The fag
thet the Gospel of (he hkiogdom is
preached to the poor shouid be a tegty.
mony to the world today as il was tq

the diecipies of Johan. The pogy
in the wotld are In & terribjg
oondition, aud where can they
turn for aympathy aud reller

except amgng Lthuse who huve acceptey
the Gospel, which teaches us to take
care of the poo:? In the Church therg
is mo distirotion such As exlsts in the
world. The poor {s as welcoms ue the
rich; the unlearned ae the scholar
Yet, we cannot be saved in Ignorance.
The Gospel leaches ue 0 sivange,
Joseph Bmith, although an ug.
tutored youth, when the Lorg
selecled him as His me-senger, becameg
one of the most learned men of Lhe agg
Thua it je with the Sainte, 1

The (Gospel further teaches ug to
Jove one anpother. Christ, {u defenagg
of the temple, fell righteous anger ip
his heart, but in bls feeling townrdg
men He showed a spirit of forglveness,
This should teasch us to Lae zoaloug
about the bopor of God at the ssme
time we feel kindly towards those whg
treapass sgainst us, Tils weare taughg
intoe Doctrine aud Covensnte. The
Lord forgives whom He pleases, Lyt
we are required to forgive all men,
We should not feel bitteruess tawurg
anybody. Gud’s justice s temnpereq
with mercy., If we could see uyp
weaknesses, . we would at lipst pg
restrained from payiog aoythiog to
hurt our fellowmen.

The chuir sang the aothem, Wouder.
ful Counselor,

Benediotion by President George Q.
Canooa.

io the application for o mandemuyg
by Congressman Belknap to compe] g
recount in lonie gounty, Michigan,
8a order to shuw cause wae \oday
grauted, returnable the first day of the
January term.

The Union Paciflie llmited fast mai]
which left here nt 7:30 yesterday, was
deratled near Lin Tourelle Falls, sixty
miles east of Portland, Or. The en-
gloe, baggayge tar and expreas cuar left
the track, but 00 one was infured.

James Williame, » colored man ig
Chicago who vontessed to complieity
in s Paris mutder, sticks to hils story
with the reservation that he wus not
an active accessory, He was examineg
by phyeiciaue, wbo prooocunced him
sound of mind, and the police will now
ook up his story carefully,



